
Measure Title: 

Report Title: 

Description: 

Companion: 

SR93 
REQUESTING THE DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES TO APPOINT VOLUNTEER PERSONNEL AND 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS OF THE CONSERVATION AND RESOURCES 
ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM TO HELP ENHANCE WATER SAFElY WITH 
CANOE AND YACHT RACES. 

Division of Conservation and Resources; Volunteer Enforcement 
Officers; Canoe and Yacht Races 

Package: None 

Current Referral: WTL/JDL 

Introducer(s): SOLOMON, Galuteria 

SOrt b~ Status Text 
~ 

3/ 13/ 2013 5 Offered. 

3/ 19/ 2013 S Referred to WTL, JDL. 

3/ 25/ 2013 S Re-Referred to WTL/JDL. 

3/ 27/ 2013 5 
The committee(s) on WTL/JDL has scheduled a public hearing on 04-
02-13 1: 15PM in conference room 225. 
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION I3I1SENATE RESOLUTION 93 
REQUESTING THE DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES TO 

APPOINT VOLUNTEER PERSONNEL AND ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS OF THE 
CONSERVATION AND RESOURCES ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM TO HELP 

ENHANCE WATER SAFETY WITH CANOE AND YACHT RACES. 

Senate Concurrent Resolution 13 liSen ate Resolution 93 requests the Department of Land and 
Natural Resources (Department) appoint volunteer personnel and enforcement officers of the 
Conservati on and Resource Enforcement Program to help enhance water safety with canoe and 
yacht races. While the Department appreciates the overa ll concept of these resolutions as it 
is supportive of the Department's goal of promoting ocean safety, the Department is 
nonetheless concerned about the implications it will have on the Department 's budget and 
tbe possibility of increased liability. 

Section 199-3, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), codifies the duties of the Department's 
Conservation and Rcsources Enforcement Officers to: (I) Enforce Title 12, Chapters 6D, 6E, and 
6K, HRS, and rules adopted thereunder; (2) In vestigate complaints, gather evidence, conduct 
investigations, and conduct fie ld observations and inspecti ons as required or ass igned; (3) 
Cooperate with enfo rcement authorities of the State, counties, and federal government in 
development of programs and mutual aid agreements for conservation and resources 
enforcement acti vities within the State; (4) Cooperate with established search and rescue 
agencies of [he counties and the federal government in developing plans and programs and 
mutual aid agreements for search and rescue acti vities within the State; (5) Check and verify all 
leases, permits, and licenses issued by the Department; (6) Enforce the laws relating to firearm s, 
ammunition, and dangerous weapons conta ined in Chapter 134, HRS; (7) Enforce the laws in 
Chapter 29 1 E, HRS, relating to operating a vessel on or in the watcrs ofthc State while using 



intoxicants; whether through a specifically designated marine patrol or otherwise, enforce the 
rules in the areas of boating safety, conservation, and search and rescue relative to the control 
and management of boating facilities owned or controlled by the State, ocean waters, and 
navigable streams and any acti vities thereon or therein, and beaches encumbered with easements 
in favor of the public, and the rules regulating vesse ls and their use in the waters of the State; and 
(8) Carry out other duties and responsibilities as the Board of Land and Natural Resources 
(Board) from time to time may direct. 

Due to the specialized nature of conservation and resources law enforcement work as mentioned 
above, the Department requires all personnel who are commissioned by the Board as paid or 
volunteer conservation and resources enforcement officers to undergo investigations of their 
personal background and criminal histories to insure officers have the appropriate character and 
leve l of integrity. Such investigations are cost ly and laborious and will divert resources and staff 
from completing other cruc ial administrative tasks. In addition, all officers must undergo 
extensive law enforcement training which include strong emphasis on principles of investigation, 
report writing and particularly on the use of force. Maintain ing these levels of training provide an 
officer with the basic skills necessary for field work, thus the Department opposes any lowering 
of the current training standards that are necessary prior to commissioning as it may increase the 
Department ' s liability. 

The Department is also concerned by the cost implications of these resolutions. The Department 
has determined that the initial costs of properly equipping and training a conservation and 
resources enforcement officer is approximate ly $60,000 per officer. Due to limited funds, the 
Department simply cannot afford to equip and train add itional personnel at this time. 

The issue of liability stemming from personal injury and/or damage to the equipment of the 
vo lunteers is also difficu lt to resolve. The Department does not want to bear the liability of the 
either persona l injury of the volunteers and/or damage to the equipment of the volunteers. 

The Department would suggest that the event organizer provide volunteer personnel to enhance 
water safety. This would be stipulated as a condition ofthe marine event pennit and the liability 
would be bourn by the permittee. 
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Piikea Tomczyk 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

mailinglist@capitoLhawaii.gov 
Wednesday, March 27 , 2013 3:01 PM 
WTL Testimony 
mendezj@hawaii.edu 

Subject: "Submitted testimony for SR93 on Apr 2, 2013 13:15PM" 

SR93 
Submitted on: 3/27/2013 
Testimony for WTUJDL on Apr 2,2013 13:15PM in Conference Room 225 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Javier Mendez-Alvarez II Individual II Support 

Comments: 

Present at Hearing 

II No I 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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