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Committee on Health 
Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chair 
 
Monday, March 25th, 2013 
Conference Room 22, 2:20 PM 
 
RE: STRONG SUPPORT FOR SCR 124 – Good Samaritan policies 
 
Dear Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker and members of the committee, 
 
My name is Heather Lusk, and I am writing on behalf of the CHOW Project to respectfully urge you to 
support SCR 124, which will review the effectiveness of Good Samaritan policies in decreasing mortality 
due to drug overdoses. 
 
Unintentional drug overdoses are on the rise in Hawaii 
According to the Hawaii Department of Health (DOH), overdose was the second leading cause of 
unintentional injury-related deaths in the State in 2011 and has been on the rise over the past five years. 
While Oahu continues to have the largest number of fatal overdoses, Maui saw almost twice the amount 
of fatal overdoses in 2011 compared to 2010.  This mirrors fatal overdoses on the U.S. continent where 
100 people die everyday from overdose and it is the leading cause of accidental death, however Hawaii 
has a higher than average rate of overdoses (13.3 per 100,000 compared with 9.7 nationwide).  These 
overdoses care be prevented with a comprehensive approach including education, prescription drug 
monitoring and training people how to prevent and respond appropriately to overdoses. 
 
SCR 124 will save lives  
The number one reason cited among CHOW participants and in other research for not calling 911 in 
response to an overdose is fear of arrest for drug possession.  SB 394 will give amnesty for drug 
possession, but will not protect people from arrest or prosecution for other offenses, such as drug 
trafficking.  At least twelve other states have similar so called “good samaritan” legislation and over 90 
college campuses have policies which provide protection from prosecution for witnesses who call 911.  
This bill prioritizes saving lives over drug possession. 
 
The Community Health Outreach Work (CHOW) Project is dedicated to serving individuals, families 
and communities adversely affected by drug use, especially people who inject drugs, through a 
participant-centered harm reduction approach. CHOW works to reduce drug-related harms such as but 
not limited to HIV, hepatitis B/C and overdose.  CHOW supports the optimal health and well-being of 
people affected by drug use throughout the State of Hawaii.  CHOW has operated the statewide syringe 
exchange program for the past twenty years.  In 2010, CHOW surveyed participants about their 
experience with overdose and more than half of CHOW’s participants had witnessed an overdose in the 

 



past two years.  Unfortunately, we have lost more than one participant to overdose when 911 was not 
called out of fear.  However, this issue does not only affect our participants. According to DOH, most of 
the overdoses 2004-2008 were from legitimately prescribed opiates. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read my testimony and please support saving lives by supporting SCR 
124. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Heather Lusk 
Executive Director 
CHOW Project 
hlusk@chowproject.org 
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COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 
Sen. Josh Green, Chair 
Sen. Rosalyn Baker, Vice Chair 
 
COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION 
Sen. Brian Taniguchi, Chair 
Sen. Gilbert Kahele, Vice Chair 
 
Monday, March 25, 2013 
2:20 p.m. 
Room 229 
 
STRONG SUPPORT FOR SCR 124/SR 87 – Study on States with Good Samaritan Laws 
 
Aloha Chairs Green & Taniguchi, Vice Chair Baker & Kahele and Members of the Committees! 
 
My name is Kat Brady and I am the Coordinator of Community Alliance on Prisons, community 
initiative promoting smart justice policies for more than a decade. This testimony is respectfully offered 
on behalf of the 5,800 Hawai`i individuals living behind bars, always mindful that approximately 1,500 
individuals are serving their sentences abroad, thousands of miles away from their loved ones, their 
homes and, for the disproportionate number of incarcerated Native Hawaiians, far from their ancestral 
lands.   
 
SCR 124/SR 87 requests the Department of Health and the John A. Burns School of Medicine to conduct 
a study on states with Good Samaritan laws and their impact on decreasing drug overdose deaths. 
 
Community Alliance on Prisons supports this measure. As a coalition, we support policies that reduce 
harm and promote the aloha spirit. We are Hawai`i: we care for and about each other and policies that 
can save lives are important to all of us. 
 
The statistics relating to overdose deaths in Hawai`i are alarming and studying states such as California, 
Colorado, Florida, New York, and Washington and how they addressed their problems with Good 
Samaritan laws will put many skeptical minds at rest. This is not a ‘get out of jail free’ card. It is about 
compassion. It is about encouraging people to do the right thing in emergency situations where time is of 
the essence. 
 
We love the collaboration between DOH and JABSOM and look forward to reading the professional 
report about this pressing issue. 
 
Overdose deaths are preventable. The majority of drug-related overdoses occur in the presence of 
others and there is usually time to intervene by calling 911, performing CPR, or with an opiate blocker 
such as Naloxone. 
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Unintentional drug overdoses are on the rise1

 

. More than 100 people die of accidental drug overdose 
each day in the U.S. and drug overdose rates have more than tripled since 1990. 

Fatal overdose was the leading cause of injury-related death in Hawai`i in 2011. 
 
Overdose is on the rise in Hawaii with 183 deaths in 20112

Hawaii’s overdose rate in 2011 is much higher than national average - 13.3 per 100,000 persons. Half of 
the participants in Hawaii’s syringe exchange program witnessed an overdose in the past two years

.  The increase in unintentional drug 
poisonings has made this the third leading cause of fatal injuries among Hawai`i residents over the last 
five years 

3

 
. 

We are Hawai`i – we care for and about each other. SCR 124/SR 87 supports aloha and our way of life. 
 
Mahalo for this opportunity to testify. 
 

                                                           
1 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention http://www.cdc.gov/homeandrecreationalsafety/rxbrief/ 
2 Hawaii State Department of Health, Injury Prevention and Control Program 
3 CHOW Project 2011 Evaluation Report 
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Committee on Health 
Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chair 
 
Monday, March 25th, 2013 
Conference Room 22, 2:20 PM 
 
RE: STRONG SUPPORT FOR SCR 124 – Good Samaritan policies 
 
Dear Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker and members of the committee, 
 
My name is Jean L. Mooney and I am writing you in regards to the strong 
support I have for SCR 124 (review of Good Samaritan Policies).  I am a 
recovering drug addict with 7+ years clean and the position I would like  
you to understand is that I have seen many overdoses in the years I was 
addicted to heroin and other drugs.  Too many times I have seen other 
addicts leave the scene of an overdose for fear or legal repercussions.  
This is not acceptable; we are dealing with a human life here. 
 
Although drug addicts are often looked upon as the scourge of our society, 
they are somebody’s child, son, daughter, niece.  Until someone close to a 
person has overdosed, it often means nothing; you can’t put a face to the 
addict who is gone. 
 
I urge you to take a stand on these Good Samaritan policies, because human 
life is precious and it is not right to leave someone dying because of 
fear of arrest or incarceration.  In reality, the Good Samaritan who stays 
at the scene of an overdose, no matter if they are an addict or not, 
should not be punished for saving a human life. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration of my testimony; I implore you 
all to do the right thing and help to save lives of the individuals in our 
community, who are unable to help themselves.  Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jean L. Mooney 
1665 Piikoi Street #1 
Honolulu, HI  96822 
(808) 450-7089 



Aloha Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker, and members of the Committee. 
 
My name is Ronald Schaeffer and I am writing in strong support of SB 394 and to urge passage of the 

bill, which grants limited amnesty or immunity from prosecution, a Good Samaritan bill, for individuals 

who witness an accidental drug overdose and call for medical help. 

 
As noted in Section 1 of the proposed bill, accidental drug overdoses more than doubled between 2000 

and 2006 and caused more deaths nationally among persons aged thirty-five to fifty-four than did motor 

vehicle accidents; it was the second leading cause of death for people ages fifteen to thirty-four.  There 

were more deaths from prescription drug overdoses nation-wide and in Hawaii than from all illegal 

drugs combined.  Every one of these people who died was someone’s mother, father, son, daughter, 

spouse, or friend.  Every one of them was loved and cared for by someone, and every one of them 

counts as a person in their own right regardless of their ill-advised or illegal actions.  Your support and 

passage of SB 394 can help prevent some of these accidental overdose deaths and save lives that might 

otherwise be lost. 

 
A very common reason why people die of accidental drug overdoses, from both legal prescription drugs 

and from illegally used drugs, is that witnesses to such an overdose are afraid that if they have drugs or 

drug paraphernalia in their possession and they call for help they will be arrested and prosecuted, so 

they don’t call.  In fact, such witnesses often leave the scene completely and the overdose victim gets no 

timely medical help whatsoever, and dies as a result.  Passage of SB 394 will help increase the likelihood 

that drug overdose victims will get timely and appropriate medical care.  It will help to save the lives of 

loved ones which otherwise would needlessly be cut short.  What it won’t do is cause drug use to 

increase or reward the inappropriate or illegal use of drugs. 

 
As a Registered Nurse with almost twenty years of experience in emergency and trauma care, mostly in 

major medical centers, and as one who has seen an uncountable number of such drug overdoses, many 

of them fatal because medical care was either summoned too late or not at all, I can attest that passage 

of SB 394 will go a long way toward saving lives.  I urge you all to do the right thing as loving, caring, 

compassionate human beings and pass SB 394 so that fewer people will die needlessly from accidental 

drug overdoses.  The one who is saved could be one of your own! 

 
Sincerely 
 
Ronald P. Schaeffer, R.N. (retired) 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: shannonkona@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SCR124 on Mar 25, 2013 14:20PM*
Date: Saturday, March 23, 2013 11:39:05 PM

SCR124
Submitted on: 3/23/2013
Testimony for HTH/HRE on Mar 25, 2013 14:20PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Shannon Rudolph Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HTHTestimony
Cc: stacylenze@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SCR124 on Mar 25, 2013 14:20PM
Date: Friday, March 22, 2013 3:31:18 PM

SCR124
Submitted on: 3/22/2013
Testimony for HTH/HRE on Mar 25, 2013 14:20PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Stacy Lenze Individual Support No

Comments: Good Afternoon, I am writing in strong support of SCR124. According to
the DOH, overdose was the number one cause of injury related death in the state in
2011. Every second day, someone in the state died needlessly. I believe we should
be doing everything in our power to help those who are unable to help themselves.
As was cogently stated elsewhere, a dead addict cannot recover. Thank you for your
consideration. -Stacy Lenze

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:stacylenze@yahoo.com


Committee on Health 
Senator Josh Green, Chair 
Senator Rosalyn H. Baker, Vice Chair 
 
Monday, March 25th, 2013 
Conference Room 22, 2:20 PM 
 
RE: STRONG SUPPORT FOR SCR 124 – Good Samaritan 
policies 
 
Dear Chair Green, Vice Chair Baker and members of the 
committee, 
 
My name is Thaddeus Pham, and I am writing to respectfully urge 
you to support SCR 124, which will review the effectiveness of 
Good Samaritan policies in decreasing mortality due to drug 
overdoses. 
 
Unintentional drug overdoses are on the rise in Hawaii 
According to the Hawaii Department of Health (DOH), overdose 
was the second leading cause of unintentional injury-related deaths 
in the State in 2011 and has been on the rise over the past five years. 
While Oahu continues to have the largest number of fatal 
overdoses, Maui saw almost twice the amount of fatal overdoses in 
2011 compared to 2010.  This mirrors fatal overdoses on the U.S. 
continent where 100 people die everyday from overdose and it is 
the leading cause of accidental death, however Hawaii has a higher 
than average rate of overdoses (13.3 per 100,000 compared with 9.7 
nationwide).  These overdoses care be prevented with a 
comprehensive approach including education, prescription drug 
monitoring and training people how to prevent and respond 
appropriately to overdoses. 
 
SCR 124 will save lives  
The number one reason cited among CHOW participants and in 



other research for not calling 911 in response to an overdose is fear 
of arrest for drug possession.  SB 394 will give amnesty for drug 
possession, but will not protect people from arrest or prosecution 
for other offenses, such as drug trafficking.  At least twelve other 
states have similar so called “good samaritan” legislation and over 90 
college campuses have policies which provide protection from 
prosecution for witnesses who call 911.  This bill prioritizes saving 
lives over drug possession. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read my testimony and please 
support saving lives by supporting SCR 124. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Thaddeus Pham 
2033 Nuuanu Avenue, 16B 
Honolulu, HI 96817 
808-551-1917 
tediousmonkey@gmail.com 
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