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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on SB 937. The purpose of this bill is to develop a 

new branch within the Department and a task force headed by the Department to address the issue of 

food resiliency within Hawai. The Department supports the intent of the bill but believes that creating a 

new branch within the Department will not be necessary to achieve the stated purpose of food 

resiliency . 

The Department. through its existing branches and divisions, currently carries out the functions 

outlined in this piece of legislation. Given increased resources, the Department would be able to 

coordinate and report back to the legislature regarding the various efforts as outlined by the bill. Rather 

than creating a new branch , increasing the overall resources available to the Department through an 

increase in the revenues to the Agricultural Development and Food Security Special Fund as outlined in 

SB 1088 would greatly support the goal of food resiliency. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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The Office of Planning has the following comments on S.B. 937 Relating to Hawa ii Food 

Resiliency. S.B. 937 proposes a food resiliency initiative program to reduce Hawaii's 

dependence on imported foods. 

The Increased Food Security and Food Self-Sufficiency Strategy prepared by Ine Omce 

of Planning (01» in cooperation with the Department of Agriculture seeks to increase the amount 

of local ly growll food consumed by Hawaii residents, increase the production of locally grown 

food and recommends policy and organizational suppon toward food self-sumciency. OP agrees 

that increasing food self-sumciency will suppon the growth of Hawaii ' s economy. 

OP defers to the Department of Agricu lture on the estab lishment ofa program and 

positions and thc appropriat ion of funds for a food resil iency initiative program. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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SB937 RELATING TO HAWAII rOOD RESILIENCY 

TESTIMONY 
Nancy Davlantes, Legislative Committee Member, League of Women Voters of Hawaii 

Chair Nishihara, Vice-Chair Kouchi, and Committee Members: 

The League of Women Voters of Hawaii supports 58937 which develops a food resiliency initiative 
program, including a new branch in the department of agriculture, a task force, and would ~propriate the 
necessary funds to accomplish this. 

As we have testified on other bills on this issue, League of Women Voters has long supported a system of 
sustainable, regenerative agricultural production that moves toward an environmentally sound agricultural 
sector which includes promoting stewardshp to preserve and protect human and natural agricultural 
resources. 

The League believes that if agriculture is to be sust.ainable and regenerative in Hawaii, given its isolation 
from the Mainland, it must include increasing production of locally grown foods; encouraging the 
marketing , purchasing, and consumption of locally grown foodS; and supporting an agricultural workforce 
and infrastructure. 

Having a dedicated branch in the Department of Agriculture to oversee this initiative and a ta9( force to set 
forth specific benchmarks,t ogether with a timeline to achieve them, would provide tie impetus needed for 
a coordinated effort with all governmental and non-governmental agencies and programs having similar 
goals. This would move the state to agriculture sustainabiliy while if"llJroving the economic viability of 
Hawaii's agriculture industry. 

We urge you to pass this blil. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. 
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