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Testimony to the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

Monday, March 25, 2013 

3:00 p.m. 

State Capitol - Conference Room 325 

 

RE: S.B. 682, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, RELATING TO FIRE PROTECTION 

 

Dear Chair McKelvey, Vice-Chair Kawakami, and members of the committee: 

 

     My name is Gladys Marrone, Director of Government Relations for the Building 

Industry Association of Hawaii (BIA-Hawaii), the voice of the construction industry. 

We promote our members through advocacy and education, and provide community 

outreach programs to enhance the quality of life for the people of Hawaii. BIA-

Hawaii is a not-for-profit professional trade organization chartered in 1955, 

affiliated with the National Association of Home Builders. 

  

     S.B. 682, S.D. 2, Relating to Fire Protection, proposes to clarify the authority of 

the county fire chief to examine building plans and documentation to ensure that 

they are in compliance with the County’s adopted fire code. It requires the issuance 

of permits before work may begin. 

 

     BIA-Hawaii submits comments.  

 

     BIA-Hawaii had opposed the original version of this measure because, as written, 

the bill would have: 1) not allowed any construction work to begin prior to approval 

by the County fire chief, even if some agencies have the authority to issue building 

permits; and 2) expanded the scope of the county fire chief’s jurisdiction to 

reviewing building plans for all structures, including new and existing single-family 

and duplex residences. Governance over new residential construction lie with the 

County’s building code. We believe very broad powers would have been granted to 

the County fire chiefs. 

 

    Since then, the BIA-Hawaii, the Hawaii Farm Bureau, and the State Fire Council 

worked on language agreeable to all parties, which is now S.B. 682, S.D. 2, H.D. 1. 

We understand the goal of the SFC is to update the existing statute to reflect current 

practice. We will continue to work together to ensure the language is clear so as to 

avoid any vagueness and misinterpretation. 

 

     Thank you for the opportunity to express our views. 
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kawakami2 - Rise

From: Troy Abraham [tabraham08@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, March 22, 2013 7:47 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: SB682HD1

I support the enforced prevention and protection of arson nd fires for all building and all premises in hawaii
county and state.
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