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Senator Clayton Hee 

County of Hawai 'i 
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Chairperson and Committee Members 
Committee On Judiciary and Labor 
415 South Beretania Street, Room 016 
Honolulu, Hawai ' 196813 

Re: Senate Bill 472, Relating to Marijuana 

Dear Senator Hee: 

The Hawaii Police Department strongly opposes the proposed bill. As written, this 
bill would make possession of one ounce or less of Marijuana a Civil violation, 
subject to no more than a $100 fine. 

This bill Is flawed in failing to address some fundamental Health issues. First and 
foremost, Marijuana contains a mind-altering substance. Hawai ' i is constantly 
facing a myriad of both physiological and psychological problems associated with 
Marijuana use. The University of Mississippi's National Center for Natural 
Products Research, in their January 2010 "Potency Monitoring Project Quarterly 
Report 107, revealed that since 1998 through 2008, the average potency of THe 
percentage content in Marijuana rose from 5% to 10%. This study, In its most 
basic interpretation, means this mind-altering substance is getting stronger and 
would lead one to conclude It is, therefore, havIng a greater effect on the user. 

In addition, we are also concerned about the message that decriminalization will 
send. First of all, a maximum civil fine of $100 falls to take Into account the fact 
that the current market value of one ounce of MartJuana Is $250 to $400. 
Secondly, it may have prosecution/judicial ramifications in those Instances where 
the user has both an ounce and less of Marijuana, while at the same time 
illegally possessIng other Schedule I drugs, where one is civil and the other 
criminal. 
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The Medical Marijuana Program is already in place for those individuals who have 
been determined to need medicinal marijuana in order to improve upon their 
quality of life. We are concerned as to the message we are sending to society If 
we allow the blatant possession and/or consumption of Marijuana. 

By decriminalizing Marijuana, no matter what the amount is, the clear message 
being sent to our communities, to Include our impressionable youth, Is that 
Marijuana consumption is acceptable and harmless. That is not the case and, as 
such, the current statutes governing Marijuana possession and consumption 
should not be decriminalized. 

For these reasons, we urge this committee to reject this legislation. Thank you 
for allowing the Hawai'i Police Department to testifY on Senate Bill No. 472. 
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Dear Chair Hee and Members: 

February 26, 2013 

Subject: Senate Bill No. 472, Relating to Marijuana 
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I am Jerry Inouye, Major of the NarcoticsNice Division of the Honolulu Police 
Department, City and County of Honolulu . 

The Honolulu Police Department opposes Senate Bill No. 472, Relating to 
Marijuana. 

This bill seeks to amend chapter 329, Unifonmed Controlled Substances Act; 
chapter 302A, Education; and chapter 353, Corrections; Hawaii Revised Statutes, by 
adding a new section establishing the possession of one ounce or less of marijuana as 
a civil violation subject to a fine not to exceed $100. 

According to the White House Office of NaUonal Drug Control Policy (ONDCP), 
marijuana use can lead to significant health, safety, social, and learning or behavioral 
problems, especially for young users. Marijuana also has a high potential for abuse and 
can result in addiction. Aocording to the Alcohol and Drug Abuse Division of the State 
of Hawaii Department of Health, 31 .3 percent of those admitted for treatment in 2009 
stated that marijuana was their primary substance of abuse. 

Furthermore, the ONDCP also reports that while marijuana legalization 
proponents daim that enforcement costs wastes taxpayer's money, legalizing marijuana 
would not cut the costs of the criminal justice system. This merely widens availability 
and misuse, no matter what controls are In place. 



The Honorable Clayton Hee, Chair 
and Members 

Page 2 
February 26, 2013 

This bill serves as a virtual legalization of marijuana because the provisions 
contained within make violations virtually unenforceable. Traffic violations are 
enforceable because drivers are identified; those who do not present a valid license are 
subject to arrest. MartJuana violators, on the other hand, could easily refuse to identify 
themselves or present false Information. 

The Honolulu Police Department strongly urges you to oppose Senate Bill 
No. 472, Relating to Marijuana. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

APPROVED: 

lo~aC D"Q 
LOUIS M. KEALOHA 
Chief of Police 

Sincerely, 

J~Ni:7; Major 
NarcoticsNice Division 
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MAYOR 
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February 25. 2013 

rh~ Honorable Clayton Hl!e. Chair 
And Members of the Commiltee on Judiciary and Labor 

The Senate 
SIUIC Capitol 
Honolulu. Hawaii 968 J 3 

RE: SB ~72 , IlE LA T1r-;G TO MARIJt:A:-iA 

Dear Chair lice and \lcmbcrs of the JlIdiciar~ and Labor Committee: 

GARY A . YABUTA 
CHIEF OF POLICE 

CLAYTON N.Y. W. TOM 
DEPUTY CHIEF OF POLICE 

The Maui Police l)cpanment strongly opposes the passing afSenate l3illl\o. 472. 

This bill establishes a civil \'iolalion for possession of one oum;t,: or less of marijllana lhal 
is subject 10 a fine of nO! more than S I 00. 

The Maui Police Department opposes this measure as it sends the wrong message 10 the 
communi!). We feel il \\ill increase the demand ror marijuana and \I;ill ha\-e negative etTects 
\\ ith increased negative social issues and problcms assoc-ia1~d wi th drug addictions. 

If this bill b~co!llcS law and only becomes a civil offense tor the possession of one ounce 
or less of marijuana, the amount of marijuana will be incre<lsed in our community. JUSt for the 
committee-'s information. with the possession oj" one ounce of marijuana for personal use. i t is 
commonly knO\\l1 lhal one Ounce (2!:U5 grams) oj" marijuana can produce approximately 56 
marijuana cigarette joints. One person with 56 marijuana joints on a da il) basis cultures an 
atmosphere lor total abuse, as [he excess will be so ld or distributed and put out on the streets 
in our communities. 

\ llarijuana is still a Schedule I Dmg in both the ledernl and statr.: legal systems. This 
means it has a high propensity lor abuse and very lillie if :my medicinal value. In Hawaii. 
possession of an ounce or mor~ should continue to be a misdemeanor, in accordance with 
the Hu\\aii Revised Statutes. as it is punishabh: by a llla~imum oj" ont'9Yl.!ar imprisonment, 
and a S2.000 fine. To decriminalize a mIsdemeanor is not in the best imr.:r~st of the 
communit) . \"hich still complains of marijuana propagation. dealing. and open smoking. 

According to the lJawaii Substance Abu!.e Tre-atment Admi5~i\1 ns report in fiscal 
) car 2009. 22.5% of those admitted for substance abust" treatment \\ere lo r marijuana 
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addiction and it ranked third after methamphetamine and alcoho l. This figure depicts Hawaii 
as al ready ha\ ing an addiction issue to marijuana. and \\':C do not need to decriminalize an 
alrcady illegal drug to add to this add iction problem. nor do \\e need to add 10 the affliction 
caused to societ) since the IcgaJizmion 0 f alcohol and IObaeeo . 

The Maui Po lice Department again asks lor yOU, pos ition to Senate Bill ~o. -1 72. 

Thank )OU for the opportuni l) 10 testify. I 
Sirce d), 

V 
. YAB T. { ,~ 
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TESTIMONY FOR SENATE BI LL 472, RELATING TO MARIJUANA 

Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Hon. Clayton Hee, Chair 

I-Ion. Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013,10:00 AM 
State Capitol, Conference Room 016 

Honorable Chair I-Ice and committee members: 

I am Kris Coffield, representing the IMUAlliance, a nonpartisan political advocacy 
organization that currently boasts over 150 local members. On behalf of our members, we offer 
this testimony in strong support of S8 472. relating to marijuana. 

More than a decade ago, fonner governor Ben Cayetano legalized the use of medical 
marijuana, allowing thousands of patients suffering from painfu l, debilitating illnesses to take 
advantage of cannabis's analgesic etTects. This bill wou ld not legalize and (ax marijuana 
possession. Yet, acco rding to poll results commissioned by the Drug Policy Act ion Group 
(conducted by Qmark Research) that were released early thi s year, 57 percent of local residents 
support legal izing, taxing, and regulating recreational use of marijuana. a 20 percent increase 
from a similar poll conducted in 2005. One can safely conclude that if these numbers are true. a 
similar, ifnot greater, percentage of the local popUlation would support the far less radical step of 
making marijuana possession of one ounce or less a civi l vio lat ion. which this measure achieves. 

Granted, marijuana remains illegal under federal law, where it is classified as a Schedule 
J substance, along with other psychoaffective drugs, like hero in and LSD. Nonetheless, voters in 
Colorado and Washington approved ballot measures approving recreational marijuana, last year, 
in part because drug enforcement efforts disproportionately target minorities, leading to elevated 
incarcerat ion rates for nonviolent crimes. Consider some brief facts about cannabis consumpt ion. 
To begin, marijuana has a lower organic toxicity and add ictive ri sk than alcohol, aJong with 
fewer corre lating incidents of influence-related accidents and vio lence. More than half of alt 
traffi c fata lities in Hawaii involve alcohol , yet no one seriously discusses the possibility of 
prohibi tion because of path dependence. In other words, a lcohol is ingrained in our culture in a 

way that marijuana consumption is not, despite the former being more dangerous, statistica ll y 
speaking, than the latter. Similarl y, marijuana abuse and dependence arnicts approximately 1.7 

Kris Coffiekl (808) 679·7454 imuaalliance@gmaiLcom 



percent of the U.S. population, while alcohol abuse affl icts roughly 7.5 percent---over four times 
as many individuals. Marijuana is also not conclusively linked to an increase in violent behavior 
in and of itself. Rather, the main report used by the Honolulu Police Department to bolster this 

assertion, compiled by the Office of National Drug Control Policy, relies on source material that 
a) did not account for drug-trafficking and dispositional or psychological disorders; and b) fajled 
to account for levels of deviancy (increased usage beyond average consumption rates}-a more 
stark statistical correlation exists between increased alcohol consumption and violent crime, 

including child and spousal abuse, yet, again, no one is introducing, much less considering the 
merits of, limiting the personal consumption of alcohol. Finally, only 30 percent of frequent 
(every other day or more) cannabis users report symptoms suggesting dependence, in contrast to 
nearly 70 percent for nicotine and 88 percent for harder drugs, like cocaine, leading one to 
conclude that marijuana usage parallels alcohol more than harder illicit substances and calling 
into question legal opinions asserting that marijuana and hard drugs can be readily correlated to 
one another. If we do not criminali ze overconsumption of the more dangerous drug of alcohol, 
why do we unduly criminalize cannabis consumption, particularly in small amounts? 

To be clear, we would prefer to see lawmakers completely decriminalize, if not legalize 
and tax, marijuana possession of an ounce or less. An economic study that accompanied the 
aforementioned Drug Po licy Action Group poll estimated that the state would save $12 million 
(mostly in law enforcement costs) by decriminalizing cannabis usage, while taxing and 
regulating sales of the substance would bring in at least $11 million (as much as $15-20 million, 
by other analyses), amounting to a potential $23 million swing in state funds at a time when 
revenue is needed to cover such items as unfunded li abilities, rising energy costs, infrastructure 
improvement, technology investments, and new education initiatives. We acknowledge that the 

votes for decriminalization or legalization may not exist at the moment, though. and see this bill 
as progress toward taking a healthier legal stance toward marijuana usage, one based on 
empirical and scientific research. as well as progressive sentencing philosophy. 

Put simply, it is high time that Hawaii stopped participating in counterproductive 
crackdowns on nonviolent, virtually victimless crimes and, instead, devoted its law enforcement 
resources to more worthy causes, including high rates of property theft and the fight to end 
human trafficking. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in strong supPOrt of this bill 

Sincerely, 

Kris Coffield 
Legislali\'e Director 
IMUAlliance 

Krls Coffield (808) 679-7454 1m uaa Ilianee@gmaiLeam 
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COMMllTEE ON JUDICIARY AND LABOR 
Sen. Clay ton Hee, Chair 
Sen. Maile Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 
Tuesday, February 26, 2013 
10:00 a.m. 
Room 016 

SUPPORT FOR SB 472 - DECRIMINALIZATION OF MARIJUANA 

Aloha Chair Hee, Vice Chair Shimabukuro and Members of the Committee! 

My name is Kat Brady and I am the Coordinator of Communi ty Alliance on Prisons, a communi ty 
initiative promoting smart justice policies for more than a decade. This tes timony is respectfully offered 
on behalf of the 5,800 Hawai'i individuals living behind bars, always mindful that approxima tely 1,500 
ind ividuals are serving their sentences abroad, thousands of miles away from their loved ones, their 
homes and, fo r the disproportiona te number of incarcerated Native Hawaiians, far from their ancestral 
lands. 

I a m a lso the Vice President o f Drug Policy Forum of Hawai' i, a twen ty yea r o ld o rganiza tion dedica ted 
to sa fe, respo nsible, and effective drug policies. 

Communi ty Alliance on Prisons supports this measure. Our correc tiona l fac ilities are burs ting with low­
level drug offenders. 

A recent economic reportl by an economis t s tated: 

Dc·nimina lilCllion is a n a pproach that Ircats ma rijua na poss('s5ion in snl<l ll a mou nts as a civ il 
infmc tion (i ncu r ring a fine like a parking v iolation), r<lthc r tlMn as ,I crime resulting in possibk 
inC<lrccratioll . 

• RI.'Clm l YCCln; h<l \'l' '>('ell a ,u rge in marijucln<l a rrests. S incl' 200-l, po""ession arrcsl<; have in(Tc<l<;cd 
a I n l(lS t 50'\, 

• ~ tarijunn,1 .1rrcsb. Me 50~i, more likely fo r mL1 1 l'~, 700..0 ma rc likl'ly fll r juvt!nik>s, h \"ice as JiI. .. ely for 
thos(, under 25, and 70~o mo re likely for Nn ti ve H,lwa iian<; than the ir shares o f thc population 
wo uld predict 

• Decrimi n'll i/atio n ('nuld save Uw s til te and counly gov(' rnmenl<; S,9 m ill ion ilnnually 
• Ll'galiz(ltion (rl'gu lation, control, and taxa tion could <,aVl' ,1I1 .1ddit iona l $~ 111, and re<lli zc 51 13 In 

in .1I1nu ,11 tax reven ue 

L Mariju ana Decriminaliza tion and Legaliza tio n in Hawai' i, Executive Summary, Dav id C. N ixon, Janu ary 2013. 
http:// www.dpflli.org/A PDF/ Budget Imp Marijuana ES 2013.pdf 



Dl'Criminalihllion OJ' legd lization of mariju<lIlfl h.1S till' potential to reduce or ('liminat£' the social 
and ~'Clmomic costs of law enforcement. <-lnd could provide a unil..Jue new revenue slream for 
govt.'rnment. Economic analysis of current publk policies on marijuana reveals that Hawaj'i 
'itatl' a nd county govermncnts could save up to 512 million annually on enforcement costs and 
could aU"in t.:ax revenues of at lea,,1 511 million annually under the different scenarios of 
dl'CriminaliLdtion or legalization. 

Dr<l\ving from publicly avail<lble arrest and budget data, it i,; po<.;o;iblL' to estimate the average cost 
of marijuana po""essic"In and distribution arrests and prosl..'Cutions in Ilawai'i. Ln 2005, marijuana 
possl'ssion enforcement was estimated to cost I-lilwai'i taxpayers 55 million annually. 
Enforccllll.ml of law", against growing or sdling mdfijuaml \-"'ere l'stimated in 2005 to cost $..1 
million <lnnuall\,. 

But rl'Cl'nt incfl'<lsl'S in mresis ilnd increi.lseu Cllsts for polin' d{'piHtments and Uw judiciary have 
l(,d to l<lTgt.' incn.!<lscS in enforcement costs for misdcllll',ln0r ITIdriju<tn<l possession and ((lr 
crimin<lIIllJrijuill1i1 distribution - to <t combined tol<11 over ~12 million annually. 

Public Opinion is Changing 

Ma rij IImlfl/Ca Illlabis Decri //I i 1In/ i zn tio1/ 
A recent poll asked residents for their thoughts on the topic of decriminalization making possession and 
personal use of marijuana a violation instead, similar to a parking ticket. 

2005 2012 

Yes, make marijuana use a violation 
No, leave marijuana use a crime 
Don't know 

42% 
55% 

3% 

58% 
36% 

6% 

The findings indica te a growing sentiment among voters towards decriminalization making marijuana 
possession for persona l use a violation instead of a crime. A little more than hall (58%) the voters po lled 
would not have an issue jf this change were made. This represents an increase of 16-percentage points 
from seven yea rs ago. 

War 011 Drugs 
Research respondents were informed that the current war on drugs costs the state $105 million dollars 
each year. Knowing this fact, they were then asked if they felt the financial and manpower allocations 
were too high for the results we get. 

2012 

Yes, financial expenditures are too high 65% 
No worth it 28% 
Don' t know 7% 

It is clear that the public would rather have law enforcement and correctional resources spent protecting 
the communi ty from violent crime. The war on drugs is a complete and utter failure, has wasted 
valuable resources, and has done little to protect the communi ty. It has, however, done plenty to 
enhance criminal activity. It is time to end this 40 year failed experiment and use our resources w isely. 

Mahalo for this opportunity to testify . 
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Rio!: fesfilllOll)' oDhe ..JeLL' of /lawaii ill Slioporl orS.B ... r], Relatillg to 

\farijllof/a 

Dlo!af Chair I Jee and l\ !embers or the Committel.: on Judiciar) and Llbor: 

The /\n1crican Ci\ il J ihcrtics Union of lI,maii r'ACII1 or Ila\\;1ij") '\rite!> in support ors.I3. 
472, \\ hich seeks to l.':'.lablish a ci\ il , iolalioll j~)r pnsse:;;-;ioll oj' one ounce of les-; 0[' marijuana 
that b, "'lI~iecI to a lim: ofn{)t more than S\OO. 

~,B, 472 prm ide!' a sale and .,mart al!;.;rnat;\c [0 marijuana crilllinali/alioll, Our ... tatc·s unlilir 
and inetlccti\c marijuana Itlws htl\\:: damaged civillibcrtic!' in many \\<1)S eroding pn)tection~ 
oguin'}[ -;carch6 and sci/un:s, putting large numbers ofnon-\iolcnt illdividuals behind bars and 
targeting people ofcolur. I-iilllinating criminal pctl:lltic<., lor lu\\-Ie\cJ marijuana po%cssion ""ill 
pre\ent thousands ofpl:opk frum hecoming entangled m:cdle:-;.,Iy in [he criminalill~tic~ sy:.tcm, 
r.:lirninatr.: l11~m~ collateral consr.:quences Ihal now rrom rnarijuana arrests (olkn more d • .JI1gr.:rous 
Ilumthe u-;;'; orrnarijuana ilself) and allo\\ Ila\\aii to rcimest the nWllc) it <"an::.. I()r imporlnnt 
communit) nl.:cd ..... 

~.B. 472 taJ....l·s:l ..,tep 1O\\"<ln.ls CIH.lillg IlawaWs p<lrtil:ipolion in the nalion':) Ifliled War (In Drug,,>, 
\\ hlch has cost t:l.\pa~crs $1 trillion but has produccd lillie to no ertccl on Ihe supply or or 
dl'mand lor drug", The War on Drugs ha:-. ,,>enl III illl0n<; of peopllo! to pri!;oll for 1001r·Il:VcI 
(ln~n<;r.:<; and sr.:rioll,,1 ~ ( . .'rotied our ci \ i I I ihalics and (:1\1 I righls \\ hi Ie costing w\;payers hi I r lum, 
or doll:lr~ n year. \\ itll nothing to sho\\ lor i{ e\;l'cpt our SWIllS as the \\orld's largest jaiier. There 
nrc 2.3 million people behind b<lr~ in this country - tripic the HilU1UIl t or prisoner" \\c had in 
1<)87 and more than all of Luropc combined - ,:md 25 percell! orlhose incarccrated are locked 
up lor drug oilcll'ic!>. It's time to end thc llnjU'i1 rmd unslIcccssrul \\ur on drugs and implcrm:nt a 
morc n:'ipon"ible drug polic) in J I.maii h) pas~ing ".11 ... 72. 

S.B. ~72 "ill allan Ilawaii to shift its rcsourn's towards morc serious threats to public 
~llfet~ lind dircl'1 s:l\ings :Inti rCHIlUC 100\ards health carc, drug preH'lIfion lIlItI puhlic 
health cduc<ltiou and other community concerns, 

Deeri Illin:!! il i ng po"sc-;sioll 01 ">nHlJl am(lurlt~ o r marij Llana \\ ill ( 1 ) red i reet 1:1\\ ;.;11 ron.:etn~n[ 
rC.,OUfce" to more ~erious threats 10 publk sakt): (2) dirc<.:t Sa\ ings <Ind rcvt.:nuc 10\\ unJs IH.mllh 

Amerit;an Civil Libortles Union of Hawal'l 
P,O. So. 3410 
Honolulu, HlIwai'196801 
T: 808.522.5900 
F: 808.522.5909 
E: otflco@aeluhawall.org 
www.aeluhawall.org 
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cart::. il rug pn,:\clltion amJ pub lic heal th , .. xJ lIcat ion ,1nd other commUnil) conccrn~: (3) reduce the 
number ofunn:;<l<;onablc arrest.., for l1larijll~U1a po":;CS"iOfl and (4) redw..:c the I;t rg~ling (,If 
COIlHlHH1itics di~prupunionatcl)' illlpacwd b)' I la\\ai i':. currclltllla rijuana 1(1\\';. 

lJavid Ni:\on. all indcpl.!lldcnl l lni\ crsit) of I lawai i c.'collomist. \\!b commissiom::d 10 updalc a 
2005 ~tlId) ()l1the "tatc ofmurijuulln Im\ cnfnrccmcnt in I I.maii. J\ixon \\(1'> uskt'd to c;o..uminc 
the cost-; of current 1:.1\\ enlilrccment policies, and to predict the cCOl1om ic impacts if Ilu\\ uii 
'''cre 10 dccrim imlli/c (lr lcgali/c. \IJ:\ and regulatc m<lrijuana. According to Ni:\on, by 
dccriminali/ing marijuana. Il a\\uii could reuirec t o\cr $9 million amnlall) in law enforcement 
co<;\ ... 1 

The lI ce rimin.llization ofsm;tll amOllnts of marijuana "ill rell uee Ih e lIumhe r of 
IInrcasouahlc arrests fM marijuana posscs~ ion in ollr already bloated niminal justice 
~yslelll , 

~in(;e ~O() .. L I I.maii ha~ :\Icen a surge in marijuana arrests . Po,,!:>cssion arre.,:h have increased 
almo!:>1 50 perccnL .-tnd distribution arreSIS ha,-,c almost doubkd. !\rn.'sts fi)r posses~ion of '>111:111 
am au illS ol'm<lrUunna constiute onc ol"thc most common point') of clltl) into the crjminal.ilt~tice 
system. Removing cri minal pcn:llties lor marijuana pos!>e:.<;jlll1 \\ ill ke~p peoplc out oejail for 
proba tion ll nd pnrolc ,' iolmions. nnd ,"ill eliminatc the many collatcral consequences that 110\\ 

frolll mariju:uw arrcs t ~ (ollcnll1orc dangerous than the use of marijuana itsell), thcreb) reducing 
the gros" numbcr of people entering. or nlhcm i<;e hannell b) the crimimtl ju:;tice s~ stem. 

Deeri III i 1I11lillllio ll \\ i II r ed U('l' I he fa rgeti IIg of e011l111 II nil ic!' d ispro porlioll;llel~ i IIlpaeted by 
H :"nlii'~ ('"urn'nl Iom s. 

lla\\aii'~ mariju:m<l laws {)\erl~ impaL't1llales under the age {)r~5 year') oJ'agc and pcopk' or 
natl' c 11a\\ ai iall dcscent. rlle:,c group.., \\ ere arn:!-teu in number" dbproportionaL": 10 their sha re 
orthc [mpulari()11. 2 

VOlcr~ in Colorado and Washington made hi..,\or) "hell the~ took a stand fiJr" safe and ,>marl 
alternaliv(, \0 Illariju<lna prohibitiol1 and cho'>c 10 Icga li7c smal l qua n tilk~ oflllarijuann for 
pcrso!l~ ovcr 21 year:> orage or oilier. Similar proposals hu\C' been or arc expected to bc 
in lrodUCl:d Ihi s yc,tr b) lal\ mak.er:. in Maine. Ma<;:.achusctb. New I Iwnp;,;hire, Rhode J..,land. and 

I 11,11 it! N i ~(lil. '1IId~<'/J1'" /1I/(llit·(l/iOIl.~ (~/Hdri, 11(111(/ /J1!('/"imlfl(lli;1I1 iO/l (lIIJ /,t'}:aJi:alion 1m l/rlll <1ft Jnlluor) 2tll1 
(Jmi/ah/,· J. http: JcllIh;l\\;lii.tilc~.\HlrJrl'1.:~S.C'lnli~O 1:1 C) \ C\\lI1rcpumriju;lIla I 201'.pdf. 
~ IJ. 

American Civil Liberties Union of Haw/I!·I 
P.O. 60)1 3410 
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To: Senator Clayton J-iec, Chair 
Senator Mailc S.L. Shimabukuro. Vice Chair 
From: Peter Whiticar 
RE: S8 472 ~ Relating to Marijuana 
Hear ing: Tuesday, February 26. 2013. 10:00 am. Room 016 
Position: Strong Su pport 

I am testifying in support ofSS 472 to decriminalize marijuana. As a parent of two teenage ch ildren I 
have given this issue much thought. My greatest fear is not the drugs or their impact on my kids but the 
impact of being arrested and of the War on Drugs on my kids and all kids. For beller or worse we do not 
and never will live in an abstinate society. We do want to live in a free society where individuals can 
make their own choices as long as their behavior does not seriously hurt or negatively impact olhers. We 
know well thaI marUuana does not hurt Olhers. We do know that being arrested and possibly incarceratcd 
most definitely has immediate and long lasting negative impact. This is wrong. Let 's send a message of 
truth about the possible negative effects of marijuana use to kids. Let's not demonize and arrest. Please 
decriminalize marUuana. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Monday, February 25, 2013 9: 10 AM 
JDl Testimony 
rlsncak@yahoo.com 
Submitted testimony for 58472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on: 212512013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By 

Matthew Ogata 

Organization 

Chemical Scanning 
Inspections 

Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Comments Only II No I 

Comments: I oppose this bill because it sends the wrong message to our youth . 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: Austin Scholl [aschollmgmt@gmail.com] 
Monday, February 25, 2013 9:49 AM 
JDL Testimony 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 58472 - Relating to Marijuana 

To: Senator Clayton Hee t Chair 
Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 
From: (Your Name) 
RE: SB 472 - Relating to Marijuana 
Hearing: Tuesday, February 26, 2013, 10:00 am. Room 016 
Posit ion: Strong Suppon 

Hello, I am cmailing regardi ng the decriminalization of Marijuana in Hawaii. Please carefu ll y review the facts 
be low regarding Marijuana use and Hawaii. 

Decriminnlization allows police 10 spend money on serious and violent crimes : 

• Decriminalizing possession of less than an ounce of marijuana could save state and county governments 
in Hawai ' j an estimated $9 million annua ll y.(l) 

• Nationally, approximately $8 bi llion is spent every year arresting and prosecuting individuals for 
marijuana vio lations.2 Almost 90% of these arrests arc for marijuana possession only.(3) 

• Since 2004, possession arrests in Hawai'i have increased almost 50% and distribution arrests almost 
doubled.() ) 

• Decriminalizat ion does not allow anyone to sell marijuana, nor does it allow anyone to purchase or 
possess manJuana. 

• Marijuana is not a "'gateway drug". The National Academy of Sciences found, "There is no conclusive 
evidence that the drug effects of marijuana are causally li nked to the subsequent abuse of other illicit 
drugs."(8) 

• Compared to possession of marijuana - ice and vio lent crimes are much bigger problems. Our po li ce 
should spend more time and resources going after violent crime or hard drugs. 

Far more harm results from the criminalization of marijuana than from marijuana usc itself: 

• In Hawai ' i: 
o Juveniles are 70% more likely to be arrested than adults.( l ) 
o Native Hawaiians are 70% more likely to be arrested than non-native Hawaiians.(I) 

• Convicted marijuana offenders: 
o Are denied federal student aid ; 
o Lose their professional licenses; 
o Encounter barriers to employment, housing, and adoption. 

• These penalties disproportionally affect young. low income, and minority individuals.(2) 

Decriminalization docs not increase llIarijuann use: 

• There is no evidence to support claims that criminalizalion reduces use or decriminali zation increases 
use.(4) 

• Studies find that decriminalizing marijuana has had no effect on marijuana use among young pcople.(5) 
• Harsh marijuana laws do not deter use. (6) 
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Hawai.i supports decriminalization: 

• 58% of residents believe that marijuana possession for personal use should carry a tine instead of jail 
lime.(7) 

• 75% of the registered voters said if their state legislator voted to dccriminalize marijuana it would either 
have no impact on their vote or it would actually make them more likely to votc for that legislator 

• 14 states have already decriminalized marijuana: Alaska, California, Connecticut, Maine, 
Massachusetts, Minnesota, Mississippi , Nebraska, Nevada, New York, Ohio . Oregon, Pennsylvania, and 
Rhode Island, plus in cities and counties in nine other states. Cultivation and distribution remain 
criminal offenses. In November 2012, Colorado and Washington went a step further and passed voter 
initiatives to tax and regulate marijuana for recreational use. 

Studies cited : 

I. Nixon, David. Update to: Budgetary Implications of Marijuana Decriminalization and Legalization in 
Hawai ' i. University of Hawai'i, Dec 2012. <www.dpfh i.org> 
2. Duncan, Cynthia. "The Need for Change: An Economic Analysis of Marijuana Policy." Connecticut Law 
Review 14 (July 2009) 
3. United States. Federal Bureau of Investigation 's combined Unifonn Reports. Crime in the United States: 
Table: Arrest for Drug Abuse Violations. U.S. Department of Justice: Washington , DC. 2010. 
4. Reinannan, Cohen, and Kaal. ' 'The Limited Relevance of Drug Po li cy: Cannabis in Amsterdam and San 
Francisco." American Journal of Public Health 94.5 (May 2004) 
5. Williams, Jenny. "The Effects of Price and Policy on Marijuana Use: What Can Be 
Learned [rom the Australian Experience?" Health Economics 13 (2004): 123-137. 
6. Connect icut. COIUlecticul Law Review Commiss ion. Drug Policy in Connecticut and Strategy Options: 
Report to the Judiciary Committee of the Connecticut Assembly. State Capitol: Hartford , 1997. 
7. QMark Research & Polling. November 19 -December 4, 20 12. Survey of603 adults statewide, MOE +1-
4% 
8. National Academy of Sciences, Inst itute of Medicine. " Marijuana and Medicine: Assessing the Science 
Base". National Academy Press: Washington, DC,S, 6. 1999. 

Best Regards. 

Austin 

Austin Scholl 

c: 317-373-6808 
e: ascho llmgl11tl@ gmail.com 
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hee2 - Kath leen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Bill or Bobbie Best [bestb002@hawaiLrr.com] 
Monday, February 25, 2013 10:59 AM 
JDL Testimony 
to Senator Clayton Hee, Chair and Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Char 

from Mr. and Mrs. Bill Best 
280 Halloli St. 
Wailuku 

Re: SB 472 - Relating to Marijuana 
Hearing February 26, 2013 10:00 a.m. Room 016 

Mahala for considering our input. 
We strongly support decriminalizing marijuana in our state for so many reasons, philosophical , legal , economic. 
personal. 
Personally, we use as few phann3ceutical or recreational drugs as possible, including aspirin and alcohol. One 
orus has a medical marijuana license for pain. Like all drugs, the less used with less frequency, the better it 
works, but it is the only remedy that does work. Others are more succ inct in their arguments, so please forbear 
with the cut and paste below: 

Decl'iminaHzation allows police to spend money on sel"ious and violent cl"imes: 

D.:crimlllali7ing pl,~'>Cs~i"!I of ks~ Ih:1I\ an ('unce uf Inarijwmll ~uLlld ~lJ\ e ~Ial': lind C\lUnl~ g()\ernlllenl~ in 1llIlI"ai' i an C!>liumlcd $9 million 
ll.nl1uall~.( I ) 

~atiunall). appro\ immd) $8 billion is sp..:n! ":\CT; ycm am .... s1 ing und pm~c,u\ing illdil iduab for mnrijunn:.l \ iuku il'Il<2 Almust Q()~~ 1I1·\h..:" arr":~1' 

arc lor lll11rijlW!HL P()\sc~\itJn \ml~ . (J) 

Sinc~' lU04. pos,~,~iOl1 ,~ITl:~1S ill ll~\\ai'l hale increils.:d alnl(lst ~tl"'G and dislrinUlion arre~t~ aln1{l~t d'\lJbkJ.( J) 
D ... ..:riminali/alil'l1 d.,~s nlll :t1l(1\1 :til) ('11'" 1\) sdl n1ilrijtJ~na. nilf d" ... s it .1110\\ :myone 1<1 pure has..: or p(,,~e~, manJuana, 
r.,·lurijuanu i~ (h11 a " £i(!c\\a~ tlmg" rhc Nation;]1 Acadcm~ flf ~ci"nn'~ filund ... ['here is no condush..: e,id,:nn' 1hat Ihe urug ~m::~ls or nmrijnnna 
are cam;lllly lin""d w tl!..: l>lIh\C(jlK'l1t ahLh' of other illicit dnl~,."{N) 
('()I111'lIr,"d [" [ll.~scs.,;i(l1l or nmrijU:llla kc and I i •• I,:11l crim,"~ lIrc muC'h higgcr prohkm~. Our police ~hLlL(ld SP":I1U I\lur..- tinH: and rc~uur .. · ... \, gniug 
nner I iokn! crime or hard dnlgs, 

Far mor'C harm results from the crimillalization of marijuaml than from marijuana usc itself: 

In HlIUlJi'i: 
Juvcnile!> ilrc 70'~o morc likcl) tl' bc ~rrc~t..-d than auutb.( II 
NiLti~c I l a'\<lii~n~ arc 70"0 mtlfC likely hi hc arrC\1cU [ha11 1H'n-11ml,,' Ilu\\lLii:tll'.II) 
COUI iC.l,'d 11l<lrijuana otlcnders: 
Arc Jeni.:(t 1\:(l..-r:LI ~ludcl1\ aid; 
I.(,~,,, their [lru lcsl>lL>ualliccn~cs: 

I'ncounler harrkr' ILl emplo) m,·ut. h\1u~ing, ,!nd adop1ion. 
rhcsc p..-ntthicb ,li'pr\lr(lrIHm:ll1~ atTcc1 ) (lung. hl\\ incume, lInu minoril) indil itluak(l t 

Decriminalization does not iner'case marijuana usc: 

There i\ tl(l el'i,kncc I,l ~upp(lrt claims that crimi1ll11i/lllil'll reJllec~ us,' or d~crimi!mlil<lli\ln inlTca.~cs u~c.(4) 
Stu,lie~ lind tlut d~criminali/ing marijuana has had 11(' dl~'cl ol111wrijuana usc IImong young p.:oplc.(5) 
llarsh marijuU1m lalls ULl not clc1cr u~c. {(,) 

Hawai'i supports decriminalization: 

51!% (It' rc,id..:uIs hdiclc that marijmnlll Ptls~('~sioJn ItlT pefS"llul l!~': should carry II lill~ inslcud ol'jrlil limd71 
• 75"'0 oflhc r~gislcr.:d \ 01l:rs said if their ~nllc lcgi~lator hlled 10 lkl'nnlin<lli/l' murijuana it \\oulu eilhl'r hal,' 110 impae1 ,HI th,,;ir I llt..: or it \\Imld 

ac1l1all), make thcm mOTC likel) hI \(1(," 10f that legi~lator 

1 



1·1 stmes hal': alrcad) d.:criminali/.:d Ilmr;Juann: \1a.~l..n. california. (\lI1l1e.:ticuL ~lail1':. r..,Ia.s .... 1l·hus.:tls. ~1;nnc"41HL MI,si~sipri. 'ehrJ'I..a. '1'\ LldLl. 
Nell Yurl... Ohio. Or,·gnn. I','nn.\o~ II ,mia. and RhoJ.: bland. plu~ in eilk~ and c(lunli,'s in nine ulh.:r ~t;lte\_ Cullil:llion ami (li~lribulillfl (enulin 
criminal {ll1cn~s. In '("cmhcr 2012. C(llornJn and \\ ;bhinglon \Ienl a 'I':p hmhcr and p.1l!>SCd \ O\er initiathcs In tfl.\ and rcgul:II': marijuana for 
r.:crcmlllnal u,,' 

Studies cited: 

1. Nixon, Dm·id. Update to: Budgct~u)' Implications of Marijuana Dccriminali7 .... 1.tion and Legalization in lIuwai'i. 

University of Hawaj'i, Dec .2012. <\vw\'/,dpfui.org> 

2. DUllcan, Cyntnia. "The Need for Change; An Economic Analysis of Marijuana Policy," Connecticut Law Re\;c\\ 

14 (July 2009) 

3, Un ited States. Fcderal Bureau of Investigation's combined Uniform Reports. Crime in the United Stales: Table: 

Arrest for Dmg Abuse Violations, U.S. Depaltmenl of ,Justice: Washington, DC. 2010. 

4. Reinarman, Cohen, and Kl:Hll. "The Limited Relevunce of Drug Policy: Cannahis ill Amsterdam and San 

Francisco. - Amclic:J11 Journal of Public Ilealth 94.5 (Mar 2004) 

5. Williams, Jenny. "The Effects of Price and Policy on MJrijualla Usc: What Can Be 

Lcilmcd frolll the Australian Experience?" Health Economics 13 (2004): 123-137, 

6. Connecticut. Connecticut Law Re\;ew Commission, Drug Policy in Connccticut and Strategy Options: Report 

to the Judiciary Committee of the Connecticut Assembly. State Capitol: Hartford, 1997, 

7. QMark Rcsc:lrcn & Polling. NO\'embcl' 19 -December 4,2012. Suryey of 603 adults state\\;de, MOE +/-4% 

8. National Academy of Sciences. lnstitute of Medicine. "Marijuana and Medicine: Assessing the Scicncc Base". 

National Academy Press: W<Jshington, DC,S, 6. 1999. 
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hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

• 
• 

cooperhawaii@aot.com 
Friday , February 22, 20136:53 PM 
JDL Testimony 
S8472 

• To: Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 
Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 
From: (Your Name) 
RE: SB 472 - Relating to Marijuana 
Hearing: Tuesday, February 26, 2013, 10:00 am, Room 016 
Position: Strong Support 

• Fourteen states have already decriminalized marijuana: Alaska , California, Connecticut, 
Maine, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Mississippi , Nebraska, Nevada, New York , Ohio, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, and Rhode Island, plus in cities and counties in nine other states. 
Cultivation and distribution remain criminal offenses. In November 2012, Colorado and 

Washington went a step further and passed voter initiatives to tax and regulate marijuana 
for recreational use. 

Hawaii can follow these leaders, saving millions, redirecting to 
education, health issues, public transportation, to name a few, 
A certain winner for all people in Hawaii .... Let's move from the 

past failed policy ... 
Respectfully 
Gayland Baker 
Kamuela , Hawaii 96743 808887-2108 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

To whom it may concern, 

Kelly lance [klance@hawaiLeduJ 
Monday, February 25, 2013 9:37 AM 
JDL Testimony 
Decriminalization of Cannabis 

I've just learned that tomorrow the Hawai'i state legis lature will hear SB 472, a measure that would 
decriminalize cannabis here in the islands. I would like to articulate my fu ll support of this bi ll. 

I am a responsible adult member ofsocielY, as well as a born and raised Nat ive Hawai ian. I attend a university, 
which also employs me. I pay taxes. I acti ve ly volunteer with groups who work toward preserving Native 
Hawaiian culture. I choose to usc cannabis responsibly. Why is it that I ri sk punishment for this? 

Personal use of cannabis does not haml society as a whole, nor the individuals who make up that society. No 
one's safety or property is put at risk when I use cannabis. Yet thi s has been the cause of internment for a 
disproportional amount of young people, poor people. people of color, and Native Hawaiians for decades. 

Cannabis is a plant, a natural medic ine. No one has e ver died from use of thi s medicine. Cannabis use rs here in 
the islands should not have to hide from the law or face losing educational , economic, and social opportunities. 
Please take the first step to right thi s social iniquity. Please vote yes on SB 472. 

Mahala nui , 
Kelly Lance 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Lee Eisenstein [lionel@cruzio.com] 
Saturday, February 23, 2013 7:20 PM 
JDL Testimony 
RE: S8 472 - Relating to Marijuana, Strong Support 

To: Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 
Senator Maile S.l. Shimabukuro. Vice Chair 
From: (Your Name) 
RE: S8 472 - Relating to Marijuana 
Hearing: Tuesday. February 26, 2013, 10 :ee am, Room 016 
Position: Strong Support 

Aloha, 

Compounds in marijuana are treating and in many cases, curing people of a large variety of 
diseases, infections and conditions , including drug resistant staph, MERSA and cancers. 
Clinical research and documented patient experiences have documented this and much more. 
Profound, patient experiences and cures are now being documented daily. 

Creams made from marijuana are causing severe burns to heal in record time, as patient case 
documentation now shows. Potent, marijuana oils are curing skin cancers, quickly, as patient 
experience has now documented. 

These compounds have been shown to significantly extend lifespan, in clinical tests. 
Consuming large amounts of raw or fresh frozen and therefore, non-psychoactive marijuana, is 
strongly effective against MERSA, as shown in clinical studies and patient experiences. 

It is non-toxic, not physically addictive and causes FAR FEWER SOCIAL 
PROBLEMS THEN ALCOHOL. Raw, marijuana has powerful anti-inflammatory 
abilities and inflammation is a cause of common, serious diseases and conditions and it's 
consumption does not produce a, "high". 

That's right. No high and massive curative and preventative powers. 
Clinical studies show life extension, with safe, non toxic, non-psychoactive, cannabinoidal 
supplementation. 

For people to use it in this manner to protect their health, possibly extend their lifespan, 
as clinical research has strongly indicated, boost their health and lower their health care 
costs, they MUST have the FREEDOM, to produce much greater number of plants than the paltry 
and grotesquely inadequate, seven, the currently "politically acceptable" 
limit on plants. 

With all due respect, what does it take, for you people to stop pretending that it's use is 
some kind of crime? 

When will lawmakers wake up and act like adults, instead of frightened children. Marijuana 
should NOT be considered a crime. 
In view of what we know know about cannabis and the cannabinoids, treating this plant as a 
crime is medieval . 

Given the current state of knowledge, based on social research, clinical studies and 
documented, remarkable, patient experiences, treating it as a "crime" is in itself, a crime. 



Decriminalize at this time, but also draw up and pass legislation ending these corrupt, 
harmful laws! 

Decriminalization allows police to spend money on serious and violent crimes: 

Decriminalizing possession of less than an ounce of marijuana could save state and county 
governments in Hawai(i an estimated $9 million 
annually. (1) 

Nationally, approximately $8 billion is spent every year arresting and prosecuting 
individuals for marijuana violations.2 Almost 98% of these arrests are for marijuana 
possession only.(3) 

Since 2884, possession arrests in Hawairi have increased almost 58% and distribution 
arrests almost doubled.(l) 

Decriminalization does not allow anyone to sell marijuana, nor does it allow anyone to 
purchase or possess marijuana. 

Marijuana is not a ((gateway drug". The National Academy of Sciences found, ((There is no 
conclusive evidence that the drug effects of marijuana are causally linked to the subsequent 
abuse of other illicit 
drugs.U(8) 

Compared to possession of mar1Juana ice and violent crimes are much bigger problems. 
Our police should spend more time and resources going after violent crime or hard drugs. 

Far more harm results from the criminalization of marijuana than from marijuana use itself: 

In Hawai(i: 
Juveniles are 78% more likely to be arrested than adults.(l) 
Native Hawaiians are 78% more likely to be arrested than non-native Hawaiians. (1) 

Convicted marijuana offenders: 
Are denied federal student aid; 
Lose their professional licensesj 
Encounter barriers to employment, housing, and adoption. 

These penalties disproportionally affect young, low income, and minority individuals.(2) 

Decriminalization does not increase marijuana use: 

There is no evidence to support claims that criminalization reduces use or 
decriminalization increases use.(4) 

Studies find that decriminalizing marijuana has had no effect on marijuana use among 
young people.(S) 

Harsh marijuana laws do not deter use. (6) 

Hawai(i supports decriminalization: 

58% of residents believe that marijuana possession for personal use should carry a fine 
instead of jail time.(7) 

75% of the registered voters said if their state legislator voted to decriminalize 
marijuana it would either have no impact on their vote or it would actually make them more 
likely to vote for that legislator 

14 states have already decriminalized marijuana: Alaska. California. Connecticut. Maine. 
Massachusetts. Minnesota. Mississippi. Nebraska. Nevada, New York. Ohio, Oregon. 
Pennsylvania, and Rhode Island. plus in cities and counties in nine other states. 
Cultivation and distribution remain criminal offenses. In November 2012. Colorado and 
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Washington went a step further and passed voter initiatives to tax and regulate marijuana for 
recreational use. 

Studies cited: 

1. Nixon, David. Update to: Budgetary Implications of Marijuana 
Decriminalization and legalization in Hawai'i. University of Hawai'i, Dec 2012 . 
<www . dpfhi.org> 
2. Duncan, Cynthia. "The Need for Change: An Economic Analysis of 
Marijuana Policy." Connecticut law Review 14 (July 2009) 
3. United States. Federal Bureau of Investigation's combined Uniform 
Reports. Crime in the United States: Table: Arrest for Drug Abuse Violations. U.S. 
Department of Justice: Washington, DC. 2010 . 
4. Reinarman, Cohen, and Kaal. "The Limited Relevance of Drug Policy: 
Cannabis in Amsterdam and San Francisco." American Journal of Public Health 94.S (May 2004) 
S. Williams, Jenny . "The Effects of Price and Policy on Marijuana Use: 
What Can Be 
Learned from the Australian Experience?" Health Economics 13 (2004): 123-137. 
6 . Connecticut. Connecticut Law Review Commission. Drug Policy in 
Connecticut and Strategy Options : Report to the Judiciary Committee of the Connecticut 
Assembly . State Capitol: Hartford, 1997. 
7. QMark Research & Polling. November 19 -December 4, 2012. Survey 
of 603 adults statewide, MOE +/-4% 
8. National Academy of Sciences, Institute of Medicine. "Marijuana 
and Medicine: Assessing the Science Base" . National Academy Press: 
Washington, DC, S, 6. 1999. 

Aloha, 
Lee 
<http://members.cruzio.com/-Iionel/dreamerdemo.htm> 
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hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailingl ist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Monday, February 25 , 2013 11:12 AM 
JDLTestimony 
ahchong.j@gmail.com 
Submitted testimony for SB472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on : 2/25/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Justyn Ah Chong II Individual II Support II No I 

Comments: I'm writing to urge you to support legislation (Senate Bill 472) to amend slate law so that 
the adult possession of minor, personal use amounts of marijuana is reclassified from a misdemeanor 
to a violation. Under present law, the possession of one ounce of cannabis or less is classified as a 
criminal misdemeanor publishable by up to 30 days in jail and a $1000 fine. Amending state law to 
make these offenses a fine-only, non-criminal infraction will significantly reduce state prosecutorial 
costs and allow law enforcement resources to be refocused on other, more serious criminal offenses. 
This is a fiscally sensible proposal that will better enable police , prosecutors, and the courts to 
reallocate their existing resources toward activities that will better serve the public. To date, fourteen 
states impose similar, fine-only penalties for marijuana possession offenses. Passage of these 
measures in these states has not led to increased marijuana use or altered the public's perceptions 
regarding the potential harms of drug use. In fact , population surveys show that fewer people in these 
states, such as Nebraska and Mississippi, use marijuana compared to the national average. Maine, 
Connecticut, and Rhode Island have enacted similar laws. This is a common sense, fiscally 
responsible proposal that will cut costs without altering the public's attitudes or use of marijuana. I 
urge you to support SB 472. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office , may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

00 not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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To: Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 

Senator Maile S.l. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 

From: Raymundo Elida 

RE: SB 472 - Relating to Marijuana 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 26, 2013, 10;00 am, Room 016 

Position: Strong Support 

Criminal convictions can stand in the way of getting a good job, accessing educational opportunities, or 

even getting housing. Individuals shouldn't have their dreams derailed for possessing a substance that is 

objectively safer than alcohol. This change in law could save Hawaii up to $9 million per year, according 

to University of Hawaii economist David Nixon, allowing law enforcement to spend more time working 

on preventing and solving crimes of violence and crimes against property. Surely, this change would 

serve the people of Hawaii better than the status quo. 

Thank you! 
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Submitted on: 2/25/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 

James & Kathleen Love II Individual II Support 

Comments: 

Present at Hearing 

II No I 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol .hawaii.gov 



Recent history in States that have adopted similar legislation , shows the overall 
benefits, both social & economic, to all members of the citizenry (except maybe those 
who profit from the prison system). 
Please support SB472 and become recognizable to your constituency as a 
Representative who has a grasp on the current needs of the communities they serve . 
Mahalo nui loa for all that you do, James & Kathleen Love 



To: Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 
Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 
From: Rev . Dennis Shields 
RE: S8 472 - Relating to Marijuana 
Hearing: Tuesday, February 26 , 2013, 10:00 am, Room 016 
Position: Strong Support Aloha Cha ir Rhoads and Har 

Aloha Chair Hee, Vice Chair Shimabukuro, The time to end the long suffering of 
our citizens is at hand. 

Cannabis prohibition is fully 50% of the failed and unconstitutional war on SOME 
drugs. 

Cannabis laws are first and foremost Jim Crow laws designed to subjugate 
Hispanics and Blacks with arrest rates for minorities even in Hawaii slanted to 
discriminate and control by subjecting Hawaiians and Filipinos to higher arrest 
rates than other racial types. 

The 'M' word used to smear and slander cannabis is a piece of Mexican military 
slang implying it takes two women Mary and Jane to satisfY the supposed 
increased libido of a Mexican cannabis user thus this one word is exposed as a vile 
Jim Crow exercise being both racist and sexist [by objectifYing women] . 

The unconstitutionality of cannabis prohibition is exposed when asking a simple 
question. 

Where is the amendment to the US Constitution prohibiting cannabis as is required 
to satisfY the precedent set by the prohibition of alcohol?? 

With out such precedent having been followed citizens due process rights and our 
rights of equal protection guaranteed by the 14th amendment have been ignored 
and thereby destroyed. 

The effects of the unwise war on SOME drugs have been devastating to the United 
States and the war on cannabis amounts to fully half of all drug arrest and 
contributes to the demise of American exceptional ism as follows: 

America with about 5% of the worlds population 



- holds 25% of the worlds prisoners 

- Americans consume 80% of the worlds supply of Pharmaceutical pain 
medications 

- including 99% of the worlds supply of Vic odin 

- while possessing 50% of the worlds privately owned guns. 

In other-words: 

America has been transformed into the Land of the NOT so free the Home of the 
barely brave and the phanmacy of the vastly over-medicated who have a gun under 
every pillow 

By passing this law decriminalizing cannabis, this legislature can restore freedom 
and legitimacy to a government which with regard to the phony and failed war on 
SOME drugs has slid too far down the slippery slope of tyranny over its own 
citizens 

The negative effects of cannabis have been grossly exaggerated given many 
examples of super achievers who have used cannabis range from Moses [Ex 30:23 
in Hebrew calls for about 7 pounds of cannabis as a principal spice in the recipe for 
the Holy Anointing Oil of Israel] ; to authors like Victor Hugo and Alexander 
Dumas; to scientist like Carl Sagan; to entertainers from Louis Armstrong to 
Count Basie and Lennon and McCartney; to Presidents not only those current and 
recent but our founding father George Washington wrote regarding his cannabis 
crops on Mt Vernon "Make the most of the India Hemp seed --sow it 
EVER YWHERE" [Cannabis Indica is the subspecies of cannabis with the highest 
percentage ofTHC -- thus Washington was interested in the 
medicinal/psychotropic effects as evidenced by both separating out male plants to 
increase potency and preferring the 'India' hemp over common hemp used 
primarily for cordage] 

Jesus gave the test of the good and evil tree saying that the evil tree can not 
produce good fruit 

It turns out that the fruit of cannabis its seed is the world's most perfect food for 
human nutrition having a 'perfect' balance of all three of the essential fatty acids 



[omega's] and the ONLY si ngular food source known to have all these fatty acids 

Cannabis in-spite of all the lies and exaggerations of its supposed harm is the 
epitome of a "good tree" 

As a Minister of a Church which uses cannabis as a sacrament [ repeat to you 
Moses' plea to Pharaoh "LET MY PEOPLE GO" 

Mahalo for this hearing on this long overdue change in these failed laws 

Aloha 

Rev. Dennis Shields 

the Religion of Jesus Church 
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Sara Steiner II Individual II Support 

Present at Hearing 

II No I 

Comments: CORRECTION TO MY EARLIER TESTIMONY. CORRECTION IS CAPITALIZED AS I 
CAN NOT UNDERLINE ON THIS TESTIMONY APPLICATION! I am writing in regards to S8472 
which deals with decriminalization of possession of less than an ounce of cannabis marijuana. I 
submitted testimony yesterday, but I realized I made a mistake and would like to clarify my point: 
There is a glaring "mistake" in this bill , if you look at Section 8, (HRS § 712-1247(1)(e) dealing with a 
first degree crime, they are reducing the amount of cannabis possession from "A POUND OR MORE" 
to "MORE THAN AN OUNCE". Which means if they pass this bill as written it will be making it a first 
degree offense out of something that was already a second degree offense - possession of one 
ounce to one pound. I am hoping that th is is really a mistake, and not intentional. Please correct this 
immediately! Sincerely, Sara Steiner 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office , may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



I stand in support of Bill HB699 for many reasons. The simple fact that an outdated law passed on 

propaganda continues to imprison peaceful citizens for enjoying a natural plant while processed drugs 

with under-studied side effects flood our society confounds me. Have we as a society not outgrown the 

lies from our past? Should laws built around misinformation be allowed to shape the lives of its people 

while wasting millions of tax payer's money? Is our fear keeping us from the impressive potential of 

industrial hemp which will not only boost our still weak economy but also heal our fields? Those are the 

questions I asked myself today and r want to say Yes, we have grown and seen through the deceit! I 

want to say No, laws built to profit not the people should not be allowed! I want to say NO; our fear will 

not blind us from the right answer. But I can' t, not yet at least. Don't worry for I am hopeful and trust in 

the wisdom of those accountable to the people. 
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Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii .gov 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitoJ.hawaii.gov 
Sunday, February 24, 2013 4:27 PM 
JDL Testimony 
wainihapolly@gmaiLcom 
·Submitted testimony for S8472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM* 

Submitted on: 2/24/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 
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Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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Or. Myron Berney 

Support with language changes 

SB 472 Testimony RELATING TO MARIJUANA. 
Establishes a civil violation for possession of one ounce or 
less of marijuana that is subject to a fine of not more than 
$100. 

oATE:Tuesday, 26th February 2013 
TIME: I 0:00 a.m. 

PLACE:Confercnce Room 016 

COMM IlT6E ON JUDICIARY AND LABOR 
Senator C1a)10n Hee, Chair 
Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro. Vice Chair 

Honorable Senators: 

Last year alone the State lost over $69.25 million dollars in retai l GET to undergrou nd retail sa les of 
Pakalolo. 
22% of Hawa ii Residents arc over 18, There are 1,392,313 residents in Hawaii = 
306,308 adults over 18 in Hawaii . Tfthey are us in g one oz a month ofPakal olo at $400/0z = 

$122,523 ,544 a month spent on Marijuana x 4.7 1 % Sales Tax = 
$5,770,858 GET Tax NOT Collected per month= 
$69,250,307 GET Retail Tax not collected from Black Market sales of Pakalolo Annually, 

I Support the Legalization o f Marijuana since Marijuana is a safe and effective medi cine. 
Under I-Iawaii State Law, HRS 329 Controlled Substance Act. Marijuana. for certain diagnostic 
conditi ons, is necessary, medically appropriate and reasonably safe meeting the three criteria 
established by the Hawaii State Supreme Court. 

The Medical Use of Marijuana is also Protected under the Compass ionate Clause prom ulgated in 1909 
and reaffimlcd by the current Attorney General. This Protecti on is without limitation. Since the 
"apparen tl y ignorant herb man" in 1909 referred to the Native Hawaiian Kahuna this brings certain 
Religious and Native Hawaiian Rights to bear on this medical issue. 

Universal Sacrament 
Please a lso note that Marijuana is KOSHER in the Jewish Bible. The Rabbi says some people shou ld 
be encouraged to use Marijuana and some people should be di scouraged. Very simple. The Bible 
says, " Iake good care of yourse lf'. 

In Hinduism and in Buddhism, Marijuana is an offering substance, a sacrament. Buddha gave vows 
to prohibit the use of Alcohol; Buddha never gave any vows prohibiting Marijuana. Marijuana is 
called '·Soma" in Tibet referring to the mystical herb from which the Vedas emerged. 



Not Schedule I any more: never was a dangerous drug 

A Ithough under Federal Law. Marijuana is listed as a Schedule I drug. the Obama Administration has 
been issuing execut ive orders thaI undermine Marijuana as a Dangerous Drug. The Federal criteria for 
Schedule I Controlled Substances requires: 
A. The drug has a high potent ial for abuse. 
B. The drug has no current ly accepted med ical lise in treatment in the Un ited Siaies. 
C. There is a lack of accepted safety for use of the drug under medical supervision. 

On January 3 1. 20 11 the Department of Veterans AlTairs issued VI-IA DIRECT IVE 2011 -004 which 
established policy for patien ts in the Federal VA system to participate legally in State Medical 
Marij uana Programs. Wounded Warriors often suffer from chronic debil itating medical conditions 
that are better treated with Cannabis including pain and PTSD without the detrimental s ide effects of 
opiates and prescript ion psychiatric medicines that carry black box warning of suicide and mass 
murder. I-laving recognized the med ical use of Marijuana in this directive, Marijuana, officia lly by 
Executive Order, having the power of Law, does not fit the definition required to be a Schedule I 
Drug on the Federal Level. 

Foll owing the Legalization of Recreational Use of Marijuana in the States of Colorado and 
Washington , Obama issued an add iti onal Executive order to cu rtai l and prevent Fcde ra l Enforcement of 
the Marijuana Laws for the Recreational Use of Marijuana. 

The Recreationa l Use or the Occasional Use of Marijuana has lhe same therapeutic benefits as medical 
Marijuana reduc ing Stress and Anxiety, reducing violent behavior, protect ing nerve cells, improv ing 
Brain Function and balancing the various organ systems. 

The more Occasiona l the usc of Marijuana the less untoward effects on the respi ratory system. 
Although smoke inhalation is detrimental for everyone, smoking marijua na prevents lung cancer in 
tobacco smokers adding an Tremendous Benefit ror tobacco addicts. Modern drug delivery 
systems available in Canada, simply spraying the medicine into one's mouth. eliminates the untoward 
effects of smoking. If it wcre not for Bad Drug Law and Policy. Americans could benefit from 
modern deli very systems and eliminate the need for smoking pot. Trans dermal app li cation, the 
Patch, wou ld a lso eliminate smoking pot. 

The one ounce decriminalizntion or Marijuana would provide some limited protection for the 
recreational usc or Marijuana but would be inadequate ror the Medical Use under Ihe current 
law. 

Protecting the Right 10 Life and Access 10 Medical Care is one or the Primary Responsibilities or 
the State. Protecting 57% of the Voters rrom bad law is important but secondary to 
Protecting the Right to Lire and Access to Medical Care which this bill fails to d o. 

Furthermore this bill would not provide ror any legal distribution at all not even for seriously ill 
patients. Providing easy access to necessary, reasonable and appropriate medicines is required 
to Protect the Right to Life and Access to Medical Ca re. 

The War on Drugs was instituted by Nixon because he blamed Marijuana fo r the lack of support for 
the War in Vielnam. Nixon declared a Civil War by Govemmenl againsl now 57% of Hawaii 
Voters. Nobody want a Civil War in Hawaii. Loca l Law Enforcement goes way beyond the current 



Federal Policy, State and Federal Constitutions. 

Local Law Enforcement, HPD, is deliberately targeting seriously ill patients, kidnapping them, illegal 
incarceration, preventing access to emergency medi cal care, stealing their medic in e and destroying 
private property. HPD even steals hardware in storage not being used at all. State paraphernalia laws 
target medical marijuana patients while the State supp lies iv drug addicts with needles and syringes. 
Ev identl y the State and th e Department of !-lealth is not concerned with public safety concerning 
epidemic and pandemic viral diseases, colds, flu . herpes. Hepatitis A. strep, staph, TB and a host of 
other diseases transmiucd by passing a pipe or joint. 

This bill is unfair to seriously ill patients and on ly protects recreational users. 

In order to protect seriously ill patients, as required by Law, you would nced to: 
DELETE the language "one ounce of" limit in this bill so as to protect seriously ill patients, 

Also Delete "Marijuana" and "Cannabis" from all other secti ons of the Criminal Code. 

Delete the trip about Court Ordered Drug Rehabilitation for Marijuana users si nce it is common to go 
in for marijuana and come out addicted to hard drugs. 

Unfortunately the !-louse even though there was suffici ent support in the Judiciary committee to move 
the bill. leadership dec ided that the floor debate would not go well for either side. On one side you 
have 57% of voters support ing legalization of marijuana; while on the other side you have the stu pidly 
stubborn proponents of the "Devil Weed" view o f Marijuana. 

On the other hand, the Finance Commi ttee perked up when I pointed out that last year the State lost 
out of over $69.25 million doll ars in uncollected GET on the retail sales of only one ounce per month. 

A pack of c igarettes weighs 1.1 oz. 

The one ounce is a common standard in some Stales for this $ 100 fine, but is basically an arbitrary 
amount. Why not a metri c we ight? It could just as eas il y be 100 grams or one kilogram. One 
ounce may be suffi cient for recreational use but one ounce is insuffici ent for patients need ing to grow 
their own medicine and prod uce an adequate and uninterrupted medical supply. Furthermore these 
seriously ill patients need easy access to pharmaceutical grade medicine. 

Under thi s bill , the State continues to suffer both Black Market underground sa les and a LOSS of 
Revenue wel l over $69.25 million doJlars a year while individuals are subject to persecution and 
prosecution by Law Enforcement. 

CAN YOU CONTINUE TO AFFORD T HIS ECONOMIC LOSS to maintain bad drug poli cy? 
Without a legal distribution and sales program the Stale continues Wilh bad drug policy that increases 
crime and robs the State funding of important Educational and Public Health and Welfare programs. 

Page 3 Delete the Entrapment Clause 
13 thi s [+]part[+]. sect ion 329- ,or chapter 712; pro¥ided Ihal 
14 the Ejl:tslifyiHg "slieHI Of the pfilHafY eafegiver striet ly 
15 eomplied .... ·i lll the feC:]l:IiremeHts ef lhis part." 



Get rid of the one ounce trip so as to make provisions for the 
medical use a nd easy access to pharmaceutical grade Marijuan a 
and modern drug delivery systems. 

Dr. Myron Berney 

Cannabis and Cancer 
Marijuana delivers more than nausea relief. 

Wellness can deliver a real Cure 

Marijuana Really is a Wonderful Medicine with very promising results in Cancer. 
Medical Research rcpons a promising potential for (Ulure medicine while 
Real World Patients says it Cures without any loxic untoward effects. 

Run from the Cure on YouTube.com documents Marijuana extract curing cancer in Canada 
You would do Hawaii Well , if you would please review this documentary. 
http://www.voulube.com/watch?v=5rz.UGuuX Wr8 

Why Politicians, Cops and Prosecuting Attorneys think what they think is only because they don't 
know any better. "Garbage in , Garbage out.'· Would you really ask a cop or a po lit ician what 10 do ir 
your child was really sick. All they could say is Call 911. Their expertise is nOI in medicine or 
well ness. Their testimony may even be considered a Color of Law Crime. 

Current Medica l Usc 
Marihuanll and call1lobjlloid~ as medicaments, a 2012 summary. Marijuana is effective in: 

I . temporary appeasement of the symptoms of nausea or vomiting, 
2. ability to alleviate of auto immunological disorders such as: Multiple sclerosis (MS), 

Rheumatoid arthritis (RA) or inflammatory bowel disease, 
3. treatmenl of neurological disorders like Alzheimer disease or Amyotroph ic lateral sclerosis 

(A LS), 
4. can even reduce spreading of tumor cells . 

Marijuana demonstrates 

a high safety profile 
• low possibility of deadly overdosing and 
• side-effects in range of other medications. 

First cannabis-based drug containing naturally occurring cannabinoids is Sativex. 
Sativex is delivered in an mucosal spray [no need smoking pot] 

• for patients suffering from spasticity in MS, 
• cancer pain and 

neuropathic pain of various origins. 
Tkoczyk M. Florek E. Pickoszewski W. Przcgt Lek. 2012:69{IO):I095· 7. 

The pharmacologic and clinical effects a/medical cannabis, a 2013 summary and review, lists 
Marijuana as being effective in the treatment of nausea and vom iting associated 
with cancer chemotherapy and of anorexia associated with weight loss in patients with acquired 
immune deficiency syndrome. However, pain and muscle spasms are the most common reasons that 



medical cannabis is being recommended . Studies of medical cannabis show significant improvement in 
various types of pain and muscle spasticity. Reported adverse errects are typicallv not serious. with the 
most common being dizziness. 
Borgelt LM. Franson K L. Nussbaum AM. Wang GS. Pharmaco!.hcmpy. 2013 Fcb;3J(2): 195-209. doi: 10.1002lphar. 11 87 

Additional Scientific Studies 

The endocmmabinoid !,yslem and cancer: therapeutic implication. 
Here we review the relationship between the endocannabinoid system and anti-tumour actions 
(inhibition of cell proliferation and migration. induction ofapoptosis, reduction of tumour growth) of 
the cannabinoids in dint:rent types of cancer, 
Idenlification of safe and effective treatments to manage and improve cancer therapy is critical to 
improve quality of life and reduce unnecessary suffering in cancer patients, In this regard, cannabis-like 
compounds offer therapeutic potential for the treatment of breast. prostate and bone cancer in patients. 
Guindon J. Ilohmann AG. Or 1 Pharmacol. 2011 Aug: 163(7): 1447-63. doi : 10. 11111j, 1476-538 1.201l.01327.x. 

Cannabilloids: a new hope for breast cancer therapy 
Experimental evidence accumulated during the last decade supports that cannabinoids, the active 
components of Cannabis sativa and their derivatives. possess anticancer activity. 

These compounds excrt: 
I. anti-proliferative. 
2. pro-apoptotic, 
3. anti-migratory and 
4. anti-invasive actions in a wide spectrum of cancer cells 
5. tumor growth, angiogenesis and metastasis are hampered by cannabinoids 

Cannabinoid-based medicines may be useful for the treatment of most breast tumor SUbtypes. 
Caffarel MM. Andmdas C. Pcrcz-G6mcz E. Guzman M. Sanchez C. Cancer Trcat Rev. 2012 Nov;38(7):911-8. doi: 
IO. tOl61j.ctr'\".2012.06.005. Epub 2012 Jul 7. 

Cam1Obinoid-ll.\·sociated cell death mechanisms iI/tumor models (review). 
Cannabinoids (the active components of Cannabis sativa) and their derivatives can affect the viability 
and invasiveness of a variety o f different cancer cells. Moreover, in addition to their inhibitory effects 
on tumor growth and migration. angiogenesis and metastasis, the ability of these compounds to induce 
different palhwavs of cell death has been highlighted . In particular. we analyze the pathways triggered 
by cannabinoids to induce apoptosis or autophagy in cancer cells but not normal cells. 
Cannabinoids in cancer cells can contribute to the development of safe and effective treatments 
in cancer therapy. 
CaJIlanlSO G. l'clieTilO 0. NOIIlfO A, Giuliano Mini J Onool. 2012 Aug;4I(2):407-l 1. doi: I 0.J8921ijo.20 12. 1476, Epub 2012 May 14. 

Towards fhe lise of non-psychoaCf;l'e caIJnobinoid.5!or prostate cancer: 
The pallialive effects of Cannabis sativa (marijuana), and its putative main active ingredient, .1.(9) 
-tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), which include appetite stimulation. attenuation of nausea and emesis 
associated with chemo- or radiotherapy, pain relief. mood elevation, and relief from insomnia in cancer 
paticnls, arc well-known. In thi s issue of the British Journal of Pharmacology, De Pel'rocellis and 
colleagues present comprehensive evidence thm plant-derived cannabinoids, especially cannabidiol. are 
potent inhibitors of prostate carcinoma viabilitv in vitro, They also showed that the extract was active 
in vivo. either alone o r when administered with drugs commonlv used to treat prostate cancer 
Published 2012. This article is a U.S. Government work and is in the public domain in the USA. 
Pacher P. Or J Pharmacal. 2013 Jan; 168(1 ):76-8. doi: 1 0.llll/j.14 76-5381.20 12.0212I.x. 



Connabidiolic acid. a major call11abilloid iT/fiber-lype cmmabis. is an inhibilor of MDA-MB-231 
breas/ callcer cell migralion. 
Cannabidiol (CSO), a major non-psychotropic constituent of fiber-type cannabis plant. has been reported to 
possess diverse biological activities, including anti-prorferative effect on cancer cells. 

CaDA inhibits migration of the highly invasive MQA-MB=231 human breast cancer cells 
caDA offers potential therapeutic modality in the abrogation of cancer cell migration , including aggressjve 
breast cancers. 

Takeda S. Okajima S, Miyoshi II . Yoshida K, Okamoto V, Okada T, Amamoto T, Watanabe K, Omiecinski CJ, Aramaki I-I. 
To'(icol Leu. 2012 Nov 15:214(3):3 14-9. dOl: I O. IOI6,j .to:deI.20 12.0S.029. [pub 2012 Sep S. 

The Medical usc of Cannabis. Marijuana. in Pain Manaeement has been very effective. 

In addition to Pain Management, Over 60 differen t Cannabis medicinal compounds have been found to 
have neuro-protective qualities including 

I. anti inflammatory. 
2. anti oxidation. 
3. neuroprotection, 
4. analgesia. 
5. anti-inflammation, 
6. immunomodulation, 
7. modulation of glial cells, and 
8. tumor growth regulation. 

Neurology CEPP GlaxoSmltbKline New frontiers Science Pads (Norlb) Coldhartlour Road Harlow Essex CM1S SAW UK. 

Neuroprotective cannabinoids found in Marijuana are able to rescue dying neurones. Cannabinoids 
also provide symptomatic relief in chronic neurodegenerative diseases, such as multip le sclerosis and 
Huntington's disease. Canada has recently approved medical preparations of Cannabis for [(eatment of 
Multiple Sclerosis Pain syndromes. 

In studies with Fibromyalgia patients experienced 
I. reduction of pain and stiffness. 
2. enhancement of relaxation, and 
3. an increase in somnolence [beuer sleep] and 
4. and an increase in their fecling of well being 

PLo5 One, 2011 Apr 21 ·6(41 0181-40 do!· 10 1371nQymal.Dooe 0018-4-40, 

Studies of patients with post-traumatic or postsurgica l neuropathic pain, onc putT three times a day for 
5 day. patients experienced 

I. decreased pain and 
2. improved sleep being able to fall asleep easier, with less sleep interuptions. 
3. an improve quality of life 

CMAJ, 2010 Od S·,82tl-41·E69-4.701 do!· 10 1503IcmaI.091-41-4 Epyb 2010 Aug 30, 

Studies with Cluster Headaches that were rcrractory [couldn't be treated] with other analgesic pain 
management responded well to Cannabis being 

I. able to prevent and 
2. abort the attacks with Cannabis. 

Headjlche, 2009 Jyn -49(61·91-4-6, do] 10,1111n, lS2EH610,2QOS 0134<t,x, Epub 2009 Feb 11 . 
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I·IIV patients with HIV-associated distal sensorY predominant polyneuropathy (OSPN) are usually 
treated with opoids. HIV Pain Patients who were refractory to at least two previous analgesic classes 
experienced at least a 

I. 30% reduction with and 
2. improyement in Mood and 
3. daily functioning improved. 
4. Side effects were mild and self-limited. 

Neuroosychoohaanacolooy. 2009 feb 3113)672.80 doj. 10 1038fODO 2008 120 EDUb 2008 Aug 6, 

Traditionally, Cannabis has been used with opiod pain re lief drugs. Marijuana increase the 
effectiveness of the opoids while reducing the development of drug tolerance [meaning the patient 
doesn't need higher and higher doses to controllheir pain.] 
Klin'k fjir AoislheslQlogJe MedjzlDlsche Hoctlsdlule Haooover, bemaleck,michael@mh-haOUOYf!r,de 

Neuroproteetive cannabinoids found in Marijuana are able to rescue dving neurones. Cannabinoids 
also provide svmptomatic relief in chronic neurodegenerative diseases. such as multiple sclerosis and 
Huntington's disease. Canada has recently approved medical preparations of Cannabis for treatment of 
Multiple Sclerosis Pain syndromes. 

A Phase IV Clinical Study is when the medicine is released to the Public. Phase III Clinical Studies 
involve a limited number of patients. Phase IV involves mi llions of patients. The self-medication 
using Marijuana for pain relief in the general popu lation is similar to a Phase IV clinical study. 
Patien ts generally report pain relief for all kinds of pain and suffering. 
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Karen Chun II Individual II Support 

Present at Hearing 

II No I 

Comments: Although I believe it would be a good source of revenue to legalize and tax marijuana, 
treating it the same as alcohol as far as impaired driving , preventing underage use, etc. this measure 
will at least remove the criminalization of small amounts and is a good step in the right direction . I am 
saddened to see our 20 year olds being saddled with criminal records for doing something that 
appears to be less damaging than alcohoL We have people who are positive influences on our 
society, hard working , good people whose lives ruined by our archaic criminalization of marijuana and 
it is time to change this. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitol .hawaii .gov 
Sunday, February 24, 2013 11 : 15 AM 
JDL Testimony 
mzerbe808@gmail .com 
·Submitted testimony for S8472 on Feb 26 , 2013 1Q:OOAM* 

Submitted on: 2/24/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 

Margaret Zerbe II Individual II Support 

Comments: 

Present at Hearing 

II No I 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office , may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

1 



To: Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 
Senator Maile S.L Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 

From Matthew Rifkin 

RE: SB 472 - Relating to Marijuana 

Heari ng Tuesday, February 26, 2013, 10:00 am, Room 016 

Position. Strong Support 

Prosecuting minor marijuana cases is an incredible waste of tax payer money, and it needlessly gives 
otherwise law abiding citizens a Criminal record 

Here are six examples where certain marijuana crimes are no longer prosecuted, despite marijuana still 
being illegal at the Federal level: 

1) New York City: The NYPD have been instructed to only issue a ticket for minor possession of 
marijuana if the contraband Mwas disclosed to public view at an officer's direction .~ 

2) Philadelphia: In April 2010 the District Attorney announced a citywide policy change whereby 
law enforcement officials issue a summons rather than arrest and criminally prosecute minor 
marijuana offenders. This saves the city an estimated $2 million per year. 

3) Evanston (Illinois): The City Council approved a budget that included an ordinance 
decriminalizing possession of 10 grams or less of marijuana, penalizing offenders with a fine 
rather than jail time. It was done to free up the police, who are overextended and face budget 
constraints. 

4) California: In October 2010 Governor Schwarzenegger signed SB 1449 Into law. It makes 
possession of one ounce or less of marijuana a civil violation (similar to having tinted car 
windows that are 100 dark) punishable by a fine. It is no longer a petty misdemeanor, there is 
no arrest, court appearance or criminal record. 

5) The Seattle City Attorney, Pete Holmes, does not prosecute any minor marijuana possession 
cases, in compliance with 1-75, an initiative passed by voters. He threw out all cases meeting 
specific criteria , and eventually the police stopped making such arrests, 

6) Massachusetts; Voters in 2008 passed the Sensible Marijuana Policy Initiative, also known 
as Ballot Question 2. which was an initiated state statute that replaced prior criminal penalties 
with new civil penalties on adults possessing an ounce or less of marijuana. 

Two important quotes: 

-There is a high amount of paperwork and time that is spent going to court. It's not just the arrest but then 
the processmg and follow-through that take a lot of time . .. 
- Alderman Melissa VVynne, The Daily Northwestern November 17, 2011 

"The state of Washington should not use the continued existence of the federal prohibition as an excuse 
for leaving our misguided and wasteful state prohibition system in place." 
-Pete Holmes, Seattle City Attorney, Seattle Times op-ed February 16, 2011 



Turning to Hawaii specifically, in 2008 53% of Big Island voters passed Ballot Queslion1 , the Lowest law 
Enforcement Priority of Cannabis Ordinance (llEPCO). Although the law is not being enforced, the 
residents of Hawaii County are making clear their desire for the law enforcement community devote their 
limited resources to arrest and prosecute more serious crimes. 

In Hawaii County from November 1, 2010 10 October 31, 2011 we have the following data for marijuana 
arrests: 

Felony Class A (Commercial Promotion of Marijuana First Degree) 62 

Felony Class B (Commercial Promotion of Marijuana Second Degree) 54 

Felony Class C (Promoting a Detrimental Drug Fist Degree) 44 

Misdemeanor (Promoting a Detrimental Drug Second Degree) 51 

Petty Misdemeanor (Promoting a Detrimental Drug Third Degree) 375 

Tota l arrests: 586 

Almost 65% of all marijuana charges in that period are for the lowest possible crime, a petty 
misdemeanor, which is what SB472 will turn into a civil violation and a fine. 

A first time offender who is charged with ~promotion of a detrimental drug in the 3rd degree- (possession 
on one ounce or less of marijuana) is given probation and fined (typically) $100 plus $280 in court fees 
($30 criminal injury penalty [even though no one was likely injured] and $250 drug assessment fee). A 
repeat offender could be sentenced to 30 days in jail and fined up to $1000. The question is: how much 
does it cost the County to collect thai $380 in fines and fees? How many hours does it take the police to 
arrest and process this person? How many total hours are spent by the various people at the courthouse 
Uudge, bail iff, public defender, deputy prosecutor, Sheriff and court clerks) to resolve such a case? How 
much money does the Federal government give the County (through Byrne Grants and the like) for each 
such prosecution and guilty plea? 

Chaos has not ensued in the locations noted above that changed their marijuana laws, and it won't 
change things in Hawaii either. It is time for the police and prosecutors 10 focus on more important things. 

I lived in Hawaii for almost 10 years, and although not currently a resident, I feel it important to submit my 
testimony In strong support of this bilL 

Thank you 

Matthew Rifkin 
Buellton, CA 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaiLgov 
Sunday, February 24, 2013 8:54 AM 
JDL Testimony 
danUfrisco@hotmail.com 

Subject: Submitted testimony for 58472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM 

5B472 
Submitted on: 2/24/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Danielle Guion-Swenson II Individual II Support II No I 

Comments: It's that time in history when we move on to more pressing issues. Decriminalization of 
marijuana will allow better use of our resources and stop wasting time on making criminals out of 
marijuana users. Other states are doing this. It's time for Hawaii. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office , may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

00 not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

5B472 

mailinglist@capitoLhawaii.gov 
Saturday, February 23 , 2013 9:48 PM 
JDL Testimony 
barbarapolk@hawaiianteLnet 
Submitted testimony for 5B472 on Feb 26 , 2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on: 2/23/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 

Barbara B. Polk II Individual II Support 

Present at Hearing 

II No I 

Comments: While I believe that marijuana should be made legal and regulated as are alcohol and 
cigarettes, decriminalizing the possession of small amounts of marijuana would be a major step 
forward . The benefits would be: 1) we would stop ruining the lives of large numbers of people who are 
using a drug that in fact poses little or no danger to the user (President Obama smoked marijuana 
while in high school and probably later as welL) 2) we would save the state money by ending the 
monitoring of the probation of marijuana users and incarceration of the many who wind up in prison. 
3) the fine for using small amounts would provide money for treatment programs. I urge you to pass 
this bill. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Saturday. February 23, 2013 9:21 PM 
JDL Testimony 
mpaiello@gmail.com 
Submitted testimony for S8472 on Feb 26, 201310:00AM 

Submitted on: 2/23/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 

Michael Aiello /I Individual II Support 

Present at Hearing 

II No I 

Comments: 88472 is a good idea. Decriminalization allows police to spend money on serious and 
violent crimes: Decriminalizing possession of less than an ounce of marijuana CQuid save state and 
county governments in Hawai'i an estimated $9 million annually.(1) Nationally, approximately $8 
billion is spent every year arresting and prosecuting individuals for marijuana violations.2 Almost 90% 
of these arrests are for marijuana possession only.(3) Since 2004, posseSSion arrests in Hawai'i have 
increased almost 50% and distribution arrests almost doubled.(1) Decriminalization does not allow 
anyone to sell marijuana, nor does it allow anyone to purchase or possess marijuana. Marijuana is 
not a "gateway drug". The National Academy of Sciences found , uThere is no conclusive evidence 
that the drug effects of marijuana are causally linked to the subsequent abuse of other illicit drugs. "(8) 
Compared to possession of marijuana - ice and violent crimes are much bigger problems. Our police 
should spend more time and resources going after violent crime or hard drugs. Far more harm results 
from the criminalization of marijuana than from marijuana use itself: In Hawai'i: Juveniles are 70% 
more likely to be arrested than adults.(1) Native Hawaiians are 70% more likely to be arrested than 
non-native Hawaiians.(1) Convicted marijuana offenders: Are denied federal student aid ; Lose their 
professional licenses ; Encounter barriers to employment, housing , and adoption. These penalties 
disproportionally affect young, low income, and minority individuals.(2) Decriminalization does not 
increase marijuana use: There is no evidence to support claims that criminalization reduces use or 
decriminalization increases use.(4) Studies find that decriminalizing marijuana has had no effect on 
marijuana use among young people.(S) Harsh marijuana laws do not deter use. (6) Hawai'i supports 
decriminalization: 58% of residents believe that marijuana possession for personal use should carry a 
fine instead of jail time.(7) 75% of the registered voters said if their state legislator voted to 
decriminalize marijuana it would either have no impact on their vote or it would actually make them 
more likely to vote for that legislator. Fourteen states have already decriminalized marijuana: Alaska, 
California, Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Mississippi, Nebraska, Nevada, New 
York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, and Rhode Island, plus in cities and counties in nine other states. 
Cultivalion and distribulion remain criminal offenses. In November 2012, Colorado and Washington 
went a step further and passed voter initiatives to tax and regulate marijuana for recreational use. 
Studies cited: 1. Nixon, David. Update to: Budgetary Implications of Marijuana Decriminalization and 
Legalization in Hawai'i. University of Hawai'i, Dec 2012. 2. Duncan , Cynthia. "The Need for Change: 
An Economic Analysis of Marijuana Policy." Conneclicut Law Review 14 (July 2009) 3. United Slates. 
Federal Bureau of Investigation's combined Uniform Reports . Crime in the United States: Table: 
Arrest for Drug Abuse Violations. U.S. Department of Justice: Washington, DC. 2010. 4. Reinarman, 
Cohen, and Kaal. "The Limited Relevance of Drug Policy: Cannabis in Amsterdam and San 
Francisco. " American Journal of Public Heallh 94.5 (May 2004) 5. Williams, Jenny. "The Effects of 



Price and Policy on Marijuana Use: What Can Be Learned from the Australian Experience?" Health 
Economics 13 (2004): 123-137. 6. Connecticut. Connecticut Law Review Commission. Drug Policy in 
Connecticut and Strategy Options: Report to the Judiciary Committee of the Connecticut Assembly. 
State Capitol: Hartford, 1997. 7. QMark Research & Polling . November 19 -December 4, 2012. 
Survey of 603 adults statewide, MOE +/-4% 8. National Academy of Sciences, Institute of Medicine. 
"Marijuana and Medicine: Assessing the Science Base". National Academy Press: Washington , DC, 
5,6. 1999. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii .gov 
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Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Saturday, February 23, 20139:20 PM 
JOLTestimony 
petertierney@hawaiiantel .net 
·Submitted testimony for 5B472 on Feb 26, 2013 1 0:00AM· 

Submitted on: 2/23/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

peter tierney II Individual II Support II No I 

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

1 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

mailinglist@capitol.hawali.gov 
Saturday. February 23, 2013 8:57 PM 
JDLTestimony 
mauLhot@gmaiLcom 

Subject: Submitted testimony for SB472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM 

5B472 
Submitted on: 212312013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26 , 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 

Jeffrey Henderson II Individual II Support 

Comments: No harm done! Live and let live 

Present at Hearing 

II No I 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this emai l. This inbox is not monitored . For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



TESTIMONY ON SENATE BILL 472 
RELATING TO MARIJUANA 

By 
Keith Kamita 

Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 

Senator Maile S. L Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013,10:00 a.m. 
State Capitol, Conference Room 016 

Chair Hee, Vice Chair Shimabukuro, and Members of the Committee: 

I am testifying in non support afSenate Bill 472 that proposes to make possession 

of less than one ounce of marijuana a civil fine and delete the criminal offence of 

possessing any amount of marijuana in sect ion 712-1 249. The use of illegal drugs should 

not be dealt with like a traffic violation where a suspect can just pay a fine unlimited 

times with it never becoming a criminal violation. Senate Bill 472 goes even further by 

allowing any person (teacher, student, visitor) to possess one ounce or less of marijuana 

in , on , or near schools, school vehicles, public parks, or public housing projects or 

complexes without it being a criminal vio lation. I feci that this Bill sends the wrong 

message to the citizens and youth of Hawaii , that smoking and possessing under one 

ounce ofmariju31la is not a big deal its not a criminal violation its "its just a fine." 

Presently the existing language in sect ion 706-622.5 gives the courts the latitude 

to sentence the tirst time drug offender to probation and even expungement of their 

criminal records if they do not re-offend. 

Sections 1 and 4 of Senate Bill 472 are inappropriately placed in Chapter 329 

Hawaii's Un iform Contro lled Substance Act. Section I of Senate BiJl472 adds a new 

definition '-Possession of Marijuana" that is not utilized by this chapter. Section 4 of 



SENATE BILL 472 
February 26, 2013 
Page 2 

Senate Bill 472 amends Hawaii's Medical Use of Marijuana Program and is not 

necessary to protect patients and caregivers from prosecution [or possession of marijuana 

authorized under there Medical Use of Marijuana Permit. 

Senate Bill 472 as written would also make the penalties for possession of over 

one ounce of marijuana in sections 712-124 7( I )(e) (Promoting a Detrimental Drug in the 

First Degree, Class C Felony), 712-1248(1 )(c) (Promoting a Detrimental Drug in the 

Second Degree, Misdemeanor), and 712-1249(1) (Promoting a Detrimental Drug in the 

Third Degree, Petty Misdemeanor) all the same criminal violation ranging from Class C 

Felony to Petty Misdemeanor. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify all this matter. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Saturday, February 23, 2013 6:56 PM 
JDLTestimony 
anislander@hawaii.rr.com 
Submitted testimony for 58472 on Feb 26 , 2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on : 2/23/2013 
Teslimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Regina Hodges II Individual II Support II No I 

Comments: I support legalization. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to voice my opinion. 

Please nole that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol .hawaii.gov 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailingfist@capitol.hawaii .gov 
Saturday, February 23, 2013 6:54 PM 
JDLTestimony 
normsluard@aol.com 
Submitted testimony for 58472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on: 2/23/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 

Norm Stuard II Individual II Support 

Present at Hearing 

II No I 

Comments: I support the legalization of pot per the draft sb472. Thanks for taking my wishes into 
consideration. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

00 not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitoJ.hawaii.qov 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailingJist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Saturday, February 23, 20135:32 PM 
JDL Testimony 
bwanasteve100@gmail.com 
Submitted testimony for 58472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on: 2/23/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 
robert crosson II Individual II Support II No I 

Comments: i am 67 yrs. old ... can't use Ihe stuff myself, but, we should stop filling our prisons and 
ruining lives with our present drugs laws. please vote for this bill. thank you, robert crosson 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly idenlified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

1 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaiLgov 
Saturday, February 23, 2013 5:1 2 PM 
JDL Testimony 
enyawrel1im@gmaiLcom 

Subject: Submitted testimony for SB472 on Feb 26,2013 10:00AM 

S8472 
Submitted on : 2/23/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted 8y Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Wayne Miller II Individual II Support II No I 

Comments: I favor decriminalization. thank you 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol .hawaii.gov 

1 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

maHinglist@capitol .hawaiLgov 
Saturday, February 23 , 2013 5-12 PM 
JDL Testimony 
saralegal@live.com 
Submitted testimony for 58472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on: 2/23/2013 
Teslimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Sara Steiner II Individual II Support II No I 

Comments: Aloha Dear Legislators, Please pass this bill , it is imperative that we stop criminalizing 
cannabis use in this day and age of information regarding the important uses of cannabis, as well as 
the falsity of information and corporate funding which has been used to keep this beneficial plant 
illegal these last 80 years. THERE IS A GLARING PROBLEM WITH THE Section 8 (HRS §712-1247 
(1)(e) is like you are actually making that part much strict, you are taking out "a pound or more" and 
putting in "less than an ounce" in it's place, which means you have changed the amount of weed to 
make a 1 st degree violation from over a pound to over an ounce - this is not acceptable. Please 
change the error and pass th is bill without delay I Sincerely, Sara Steiner P.O. Box 1965 Pahoa, 
Hawaii 96778 808-936-9546 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii .qov 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

mailinglisl@capitol.hawaiLgov 
Saturday, February 23, 20131 :18 PM 
JDLTestimony 
pakalolo50@aoLcom 

Subject: Submitted testimony for 58472 on Feb 26,2013 10:00AM 

5B472 
Submitted on: 2/23/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26 , 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Anthony Julius Lannutti II Individual II Support II Yes I 

Comments: With voters speaking up in Coiorado and Washington , our current law is archaic and 
criminalizes approximately 100,000 hawaii citizens (based conservative DOH polls at a national 
level) . There are 500 people willing to protest in support of some kind of reform (see the facebook 
event at this link: http://www.facebook.com/events/253846548075225/). There are 15 states and 
some municipalities that have decriminalized marijuana, why is Hawaii staying so far to the right? I 
personally know many people who have been hugely negatively affected by criminalization including 
a WCC student who was caught with a small bag of weed and a pipe on campus and kicked out of 
school and given all F's on this last day. Criminalization 100,000 local people isn't something that 
should be taken lightly. Its an injustice . Please reform these laws that criminalize me and many 
others. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

1 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitoLhawaiLgov 
Saturday, February 23, 201312.50 PM 
JDl Testimony 
Plattkathleen@yahoo.com 
Submitted testimony for SB472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on: 2/23/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 1 0:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Kathleen Platt II Individual II Support II No I 

Comments: Aloha , Thank you for bringing this issue to the Senate. I am in support of 
decriminalization of marijuana. As a retired EMT, 43 year resident of Maui and mother of two grown 
sons, I know the difference between Hard Drugs and pot. Please free up our police, courtrooms and 
jails for violent criminals, white collar criminals, meth dealers, coke and heroin dealers, and others 
who need to be separated from society. Mahalo for your support. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly idenlified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

S6472 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Friday , February 22 , 20136:36 PM 
JOl Testimony 
lcaldweIl12@live.com 
Submitted testimony for 56472 on Feb 26 , 2013 10:0QAM 

Submitted on: 2/22/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted 6y Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Larry Caldwell II Individual II Support II No I 

Comments: There's been too much said already please just do what's right 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Matt Binder [mattbinder@earthlink.net] 
Saturday, February 23, 2013 12:43 PM 
JDL Testimony 
Support S8 472 

To: Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 
Senator Maile S. L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 
From: Matt Binder 
RE: 58 472 ~ Relating to Marijuana 
Hearing: Tuesday, February 26, 2013, 10:00 am, Room 016 
Position: Strong Support 

Dear Senators J 

I think the harm of sending so many otherwise innocent 
far outweighs the risks of decriminalizing marijuana. 
and is not working with marijuana. 

people to prison for simple possession 
Prohibition did not work with alcohol 

As the parent of a 16 year old son I do not take these issues lightly. I, of course, do not 
want to make it easier for my son to ruin his life by becoming a drug abuser. But after 40 
years of failed drug policy based on "Just Say No" and "Throw them all in Prison," we have to 
try something new. We have to face the fact that the unintended consequences of these 
policies have caused thousands of otherwise law-abiding young people to lose their chances 
for a job or an education. 

Pursuing minor marijuana possession cases is also a huge waste of money. This money would be 
much better spent pursuing hard drug cases and violent crimes. 

I urge you to take part in this reform effort by VOTING FOR 58 472. 

Thank you, 
Matt Binder 
Kealakekua 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: Michele Nihipali (nihipalim001@hawaii .rr.com) 
Monday. February 25, 2013 10:02 AM 
JDLTestimony 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: RE:5upport of 58 472 

Dear Senators: 

Here are the facts about marijuana use in Hawaii. ' support complete legalization of marijuana, but since it is not going to 
happen al this time, a small fine will mitigate the effects of a criminal record and the associated legal consequences . 
"Pakalolo" has been grown and used in Hawaii ever since anyone can remember. Unfortunately, it's economic value to 
the state has never been acted upon. Please decriminalize marijuana use. 
Thank you for your conSideraion in this matter, 
Michele Nihipali 
54·074 A Kam Hwy 
Hauula, HI 96717 
293-1522 

• In Hawai'i: 

• Juveniles are 70% more likely to be arrested than adults.(1) 
• Native Hawaiians are 70% more likely to be arrested than non-native Hawaiians.(1) 

• Convicted marijuana offenders: 

• Are denied federal student aid ; 
• lose their professional licenses; 
• Encounter barriers to employment. housing, and adoption. 

• These penalties disproportionally affect young, low income, and minority individuals.(2) 

Decriminalization does not increase marijuana use: 

• There is no evidence to support claims that criminalizalion reduces use or decriminalization increases use.(4) 
• Studies find that decriminalizing marijuana has had no effect on marijuana use among young people.(5) 
• Harsh marijuana laws do not deter use. (6) 

Hawai ' j supports decriminalization: 

• 58% of residents believe that marijuana possession for personal use should carry a fine instead of jail time.(7) 
• 75% of the registered voters said if their state legislator voted to decriminalize marijuana it would either have no 

impact on their vote or it would actually make them more likely to vote for that legislator 
• 14 states have already decriminalized marijuana: Alaska, California, Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, 

Minnesota, Mississippi, Nebraska, Nevada, New York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, and Rhode Island, plus in 
cities and counties in nine other states. Cultivation and distribution remain criminal offenses. In November 2012, 
Colorado and Washington went a step further and passed voter initiatives to tax and regulate marijuana for 
recreational use. 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Peter Ehrhorn [ehrhornp1@gmail.com] 
Monday, February 25, 2013 9:18 AM 
JDL Testimony 

Cc: Robert Capecchi 
Subject: 58472 - Relating to Marijuana: 

To: To: Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 
Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 

From: Peter Ehrhorn 

Please pass this Bill. While marijuana should be legal, this will be a first step towards 
that goal. 

Far more harm results from the criminalization of marijuana than from marijuana use itself: 

• In Hawai 'i: 
• Juveniles are 79% more likely to be arrested than adults.{l) 
• Native Hawaiians are 70% more likely to be arrested than non-native 

Hawaiians . (l) 
• Convicted marijuana offenders: 

• Are denied federal student aid; 
• lose their professional licensesj 
• Encounter barriers to employment, housing, and adoption. 

• These penalties disproportionally affect young, low income, and minority 
individuals. (2) 

I don't know why government today refuse to acknowledge that during prohibition there were 
more drinkers at the end of prohibition than prior to it. The same thing has happened with 
the war on drugs except drugs have gotten stronger and more dangerous. Thanks a lot 
politicians. 

So Stop supporting the Prison industrial complex and start supporting the citizens of Hawaii. 
Democrats, you better listen. It appears that republicans may be shifting on this issue and 
may end up supporting full legalization of this plant. Do you really want to be on the 
losing side of this? 

Again, I ask that this bill be passed. I am tired of my tax dollars being wasted on a huge 
prison industrial complex that does more harm than good. 

Best Regards, 

Peter Ehrhorn 
2S4 Kaha St. 
Kailua, Hawaii 96734 
ph. 779 - 5411 

1 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Robert Slavin [slavinrobert@me.com] 
Saturday, February 23, 2013 11 :59 AM 
JDL Testimony 
in Support of S8 472 

To: The Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 
Senator Maile Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 

From: Robert Slavin 

Re: S8 472 - Relating to the removal of criminal penalties for possession of an ounce or less of 
marijuana, treating it as a civil violation. 

Hearing: Tuesday, February 26, 2013, 10:00 am, Room 016 

Position: In Strong Support 

Marijuana may be abused by some, yet it is clear that it is basically safer than alcohol, tobacco, and 
other drugs. The classification of marijuana as a Schedule 1 drug is tragically farcical , resulting in an 
overcrowding of our criminal justice system. Marijuana is viewed by a majority of our citizens as a 
minor offense, and our laws should reflect this common sense point of view. 

I urge you to move progressively, removing criminal penalties for possession of an ounce or less of 
marijuana, treating it as a civil violation resulting in a reasonable fine rather than a harsh prison 
sentence. 

Thank you, 
Robert Slavin 
1129 Rycroft SI. #208 
Honolulu, HI 96814 

(808) 596-8843 
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From: 
Sent : 
To: 

Vince Callagher [vince.callagher@gmail.com] 
Saturday, February 23, 20135:43 PM 
JDLTestimony 

Subject: RE: 58 472 - Relating to Marijuana 

To: Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 
Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 
From:Vincenl Callagher lip Code 96749 
RE: 5B 472 - Relating to Marijuana 
Hearing: Tuesday, February 26, 2013. 10:00 am, Room 016 
Position : Strong Support 

I support decriminalization of possession of less than an ounce of marijuana. This will help stop glut 
of court cases. It also has been shown the law as it stands is not working . It is a waste of money and 
court time. 

It is time to put a stop to criminalizing non-violent citizens for a plant that has been proven to be non 
addictive and less threatening than alcohol or tobacco. 

till/ill. 1'/I11.'!'/1f 

1 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglisl@capitol.hawaiLgov 
Monday, February 25.20139:25 AM 
JOLTestimony 
gsancheta@aol.com 
Submitted testimony for 58472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on: 2/25/2013 
Teslimony for JDL on Feb 26,2013 1 0:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Gilbert Ancheta II Individual II Comments Only II No I 

Comments: Prohibition only helps to create more crime.Our prisons are overflowing . We need to be 
true to ourselves. The so called war on drugs has not stopped the fiow of more drugs. In fact there is 
a new drug that is trying to compete with marijuana. It is synthetic and can be produced not grown in 
God's earth. It il undetectable because the people that created it can change the CHEMICAL 
components. This in a terrible thing. It is 100 times more addictive than marijuana. No one that I know 
has perished from God's natural herb. Please end this prohibition. Save our children. Educate them 
tell them the TRUTH. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

00 not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Saturday, February 23 , 2013 10:21 PM 
JDL Testimony 
konabakers@hawaii.rr.com 
Submitted testimony for 58472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:aOAM 

Submitted on: 2/23/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Richard Baker II Individual II Comments Only II No I 

Comments: To: Senator Clayton Hee, Chair Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair From: 
Richard Baker RE: SB 472 - Relating to Marijuana Hearing: Tuesday, February 26, 2013, 10:00 am, 
Room 016 Position: Strong Support It is time for us to stop wasting taxpayer dollars on marijuana only 
offenses. We have a chance to shut down the black market on marijuana by making it accessible to 
those that not only need it for medical reasons but also for those who can responsibly use it. The 
money that will be saved from putting people in jail can be better spent on educating the youth on 
making positive choices about all drugs. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii .gov 



To all concerned, 

Aloha and thank you for the opportunity to present my remarks . 

First, I must acknowledge that I understand people are passionately excited while debating both sides of 

the legislation proposed. I understand the legalization of the overall use of marijuana is both a very 

personal choice, yet professional and potentially lucrative economical issue to consider for some people. 

I also understand that certain breeds of marijuana and their THC concentration can have positive 

medicinal effects for some people. Likewise, I would like to offer that prescription medicine use and 

sales have arguably become an abused and lucrative industry within our nation as well. I also realize 

and understand that some people may perceive my remarks to be humorous and/or naNe, I assure they 

are not. I could argue both sides of the proposed legislation, but I choose what I believe to be the wiser 

choice I will acknowledge in my remarks below. 

To use or not to use, to legalize or not to legalize, appears to be a choice we are faced with today. We 

live in a country where an individual can enjoy the luxury of having and making choices, some legal and 

some illegal. I wore a military uniform for twenty years to fight for the rights of our nation and its 

people to have "choices", albeit I would prefer individuals make low-risk legal and wise choices. 

I am opposed to the legalization of marijuana outside the use of medicinal purposes in the State of 

Hawaii for a wide variety of reasons. Several of which will be mentioned in my remark s. As one of a 

small group of Certified Prevention Specialists for the State of Hawaii, I took an ethical oath to teach, 

educate, hold a standard to, and abide by "high standards" in association with the world of substance 

abuse prevention and education. 

The marijuana debate has long existed. Generation after generation has debated both sides of the 

issues and several states have legalized marijuana use. 

I believe the common individual has not studied nor is aware of all of the short or long term 

ramifications associated with the use of marijuana. I acknowledge that THC levels vary from medicinal 

marijuana to the marijuana found and "sold on the street". Through MRI use and other scientific 

experiments, evidence exists showing chronic problems for those using marijuana - especially over 

extended periods of time. I question how much an individual's use of marijuana affects his or her 

productivity performance, motor skills, judgment, etc., much akin to excessive use of alcohol. To 

conside r a nation full of marijuana smokers is a fearful thought. I would also wonder how our nation's 

defense with our military personnel would be affected. Would any of us as citizens, desire to consider a 

military where marijuana use is permitted? [f marijuana use is not harmful, why hasn't the military 

approved and condoned the every day, recreational use of marijuana? Can you imagine the 

compromise of our national security or the lack of productivity, military training, and subsequent health 

problems related with continuous use of marijuana laden with excessive THC levels? 

As well, one debatable argument I consider is relative to individuals who operate a vehicle under the 

influence of alcohol above .05 BAC within the confines of a military base or .08 on the roads elsewhere 

in the State of Hawaii. In my professional world facilitating groups, speaking with high school students 



in a ctass setting, visiting treatment centers, speaking in theater sized venues to throngs of people, I 

often ask of the crowd the question posed, "Do we have a problem with drunk and impaired drivers on 

the road"? Almost immediately, all hands go up when t ask, "How many of you would say 'yes' ". 

Often, I receive affirmative acknowledgement of 95-100% of the crowd. So my question then becomes, 

"Why on Earth would we add yet ANOTHER potentially intoxicated driver to our roads and DOUBLE our 

problems" if marijuana use were legalized? "What are YOU doing to combat America's problems 

associated with drugs and alcohol if, indeed, there is an epidemic problem in American with alcohol 

abuse/dependency and drugs, whether legal or illegal"? 

It appears to me the legalization question comes up to the surface for debate and approval most often 

when economic times are difficult. This is one of those times. It would be easy for all of us to give in 

and simply "go with the flow" and approve such a measure legalizing marijuana use and wonder what 

the subsequent consequences or issues may exist or come to exist in the future; especially with those 

individuals who will choose to chronically use high concentrated levels of THC marijuana. 

As for our nation, I feel that as a society our values and, dare I suggest, morals have been deteriorating 

for decades. Media influence, technology, school systems, the political climate, etc., have all changed 

drastically over the past few decades. What was once taboo on television is now considered "the norm" 

and, in my humble opinion, resulted in a more "desensitized" nation of people as a whole . Arguably as 

examples, people are rapidly becoming more addicted to computer and cell phone interface rather than 

face-to-face meetings, with some technology being very useful in certain situations. However, overall 

and generally speaking I believe our younger generations might be losing valuable and important 

"people skills" because of preferred computer interface use over face-to-face interaction. Dwindling 

rapidly are the yesteryears where prominent figureheads such as the Walter Cronkite's for news and the 

Bob Hope's in the world of entertainment exist. Now, news and entertainment are reported in much 

different, more sensationalized, more graphic and often times more openly vulgar manners. Is our 

society decaying? People, especially individuals in age groups who are responsible for the higher 

number of substance abuse related incidents across the board (ages 18-26), are heavily influenced by 

these Medias and, I feel, are becoming more desensitized to what was once considered "higher 

standards" and, instead, choosing what is "high risk" behavior/choices versus "low-risk" 

behaviors/ choices and especially when it comes to alcohol and drug use. 

It is often said marijuana is the gateway drug; I believe alcohol to be the gateway drug. look at society's 

problems now associated with alcohol use! look at the costs associated with education and treatment 

as a result. look at the overall health costs associated with someone with Cirrhosis of the liver needing a 

liver transplant because of their high-risk choices and decisions in life. They could have and should have 

heeded the education and information and healthier alternative activity choices in life that most likely 

would have resulted in less health problems at an advanced age in life. As for smoking Cigarettes and 

finally having the tobacco industry acknowledge the myriad of health problems and risks associated with 

smoking tobacco, it took generations, a lot of lobbying, a lot of politics, and a lot of money for our nat ion 

to finally concede and understand that smoking cigarettes is dangerous to one's health and that 

secondary smoke inhalation is unhealthy as well. Pregnant mothers are advised not to smoke. Why 

not? Perhaps similarities exist between smoking cigarettes and smoking marijuana . If smoking 



cigarettes can cause health problems, why are we not to believe that inhaling another foreign substance 

into your lungs may not eventually cause needless and avoidable health problems same as the individual 

who is more prone to health problems than the individual who does not? Why would anyone want to 

legalize and invent another industry similar to the tobacco industry we are just now realizing has caused 

major health problems for people over the decades? I perceive most people do not enjoy eating a meal 

in a smoke-filled restaurant and other enclosed space. I perceive most pregnant mothers do not want to 

risk their unborn, the born babies to have health issues because the mother chose to smoke cigarettes 

during her pregnancy. Laws have been invented that, hopefully, have influenced and built a healthier 

individual and lifestyle. It is often said that sometimes we need to be saved from ourselves and certain 

laws are designed to keep us safe, especially society as a whole. I believe now is one of those times. 

All of the above ve rbiage mentioned ties into the question and issue before us. Do we further allow yet 

another venue, tool, product, culture (legalized marijuana use) to exist openly and possibly increase and 

possibly burden our society's legal and health systems and our nation's overall "health" in the future 

simply to make a dollar off of a product that obviously and scientifically has proven to impair people? 

Lastly, many people I have come across have mentioned to me that they "don't like the smell", 

"cigarettes already smell up the house, clothes, carpets, furniture, etc.", "peop le stoned on the road 

drive TOO SLOW and can cause accidents just as dangerously as those drivers who speed excessively or 

drive recklessly", to name a few examples. I realize these are personal perceptions and issues some 

people profess. 

I understand the economic factors associated with legalizing marijuana use. I am just NOT convinced we 

should sell out, give in to, cater to, and lower our nation's moral standard for yet another potentially 

intoxicating drug's open legalized use. We have enough of a burden with the drugs we are confronted 

with now. 

r am a patriot of my country and I believe in America. I was ra ised in a part of the country where a hard, 

honest day's work resulted in a paltry wage. But I was proud to have earned that wage. I believe in my 

country and want her to remain strong. I do, however, have major concerns to our perceived 

deteriorating moral decline as a nation; and I don't consider myself to be prude or staunchly 

conservative. Times just seem to be much less innocent, less respectful, less productive, more abrasive, 

more desensitized, and more individuals seem to be more selfish and feeling more "entitled" than 

before. I desire to see America get back on her feet and return to a time where life appeared to be 

more innocent, less vulgar, "healthier", and more productive as a country rather than give in to the 

vocal few who would prefer to see her further decay; albeit perhaps unknowingly. 

Although I could continue with more dissertation and more thoroughly detailed information, to do so 

could fill volumes of books and fill up computer memory. r will conclude my remarks here. Please vote 

AGAINST the legalization of marijuana for purposes other than medicinal in the State of Hawaii. 

Thank you all for your time and consideration towards my remarks. 

Aloha, Jonathan Barkley 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii .gov 
Monday, February 25, 2013 10:06 AM 
JOLT estimony 
cheljean@gmaiLcom 
Submitted testimony for SB472 on Feb 26, 2013 10;OOAM 

Submitted on: 2/25/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26 , 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 

Michelle Park II Individual II Oppose 

Present at Hearing 

II No I 

Comments: Dear Sirs and Ma'dams, I oppose the Senate Bill 472 - which will decriminalize 
possession of less than an ounce marijuana. In ongoing efforts to educate our youth , families and 
communities about the harmful effects of marijuana as leaders lets ensure our youth have a 
consistent message from prevention educators and state law. This proposed bill will continue the 
approval of marijuana use and minimize it's harm to families and communities. Let's stand together to 
ensure our youth get a consistent message that marijuana use - to include possession is against the 
law! In times when we are dealing with ongoing medical marijuana issues we do not need to add to 
the chaos and begin to lessen our penalties for those that are using medical marijuana. There is 
enough research out there to share that only the FDA approved capsule form of "medical" marijuana 
is safe. Going natural is not the way to go with marijuana - according to our federal law it is still 
against the law. Please vote against this bill for our youth of Hawaii. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii .gov 



TESTIMONY OF THE HAWAI' I POLICE DEPARTMENT 

SENATE BILL 472 

RELATING TO MARIJUANA 

BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY AND LABOR 

DATE 

TIME 

PLACE 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013 

10:00 A,M, 

Conference Room 016 
State capitol 
415 South Beretanla Street 

PERSON TESTIFYING: 

Police Chief Harry S, Kubojirl 
Hawai'i Police Department 
County of Hawai' i 

(Written Testimony Only) 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

maili n9 lis I@capitol.hawaii.go'l 
Monday, February 25,20139:24 AM 
JDL Testimony 
nishimuramarina@gmaiLcom 
·Submitted testimony for SB472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM* 

Submitted on : 2/25/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Marina Nishimura II Individual II Oppose II No I 

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

1 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitol .hawaii. gov 
Monday, February 25, 2013 9:24 AM 
JDL Testimony 
nishimuramarina@gmail .com 
*Submitted testimony for S8472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:QOAM* 

Submitted on : 2125/2013 
Teslimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 

Marina Nishimura II Individual II Oppose 

Comments: 

Present at Hearing 

II No I 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored . For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Monday, February 25, 20139:14 AM 
JDLTestimony 
rikLshimabukuro@facebook.com 

Subject: Submitted testimony for S8472 on Feb 26,2013 10:00AM 

SB472 
Submitted on: 2/25/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Lawrence Shimabukuro II Individual II Oppose II No I 

Comments: I oppose this bill because it sends the wrong message to our youth . 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitoLhawaiLgov 
Monday, February 25,20139:11 AM 
JDLTestimony 
rshima15@gmail.com 
Submitted testimony for 58472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on: 2/25/201 3 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26 , 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 
Ricardo Tubbs II Individual II Oppose II No I 

Comments; I oppose this bill because it sends the wrong message to our youth . 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol .hawaii.gov 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglisl@capitoLhawaii.gov 
Monday, February 25, 201 3 9:09 AM 
JDLTestimony 
miteymouse@hawaii.rr.com 
Submitted testimony for S8472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on: 2/25/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 

Riki Shimabukuro II Individual II Oppose 

Present at Hearing 

II No I 

Comments: I oppose this bill because it sends the wrong message to our youth. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol .hawaii.gov 

1 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Monday, February 25, 2013 8:56 AM 
JDLTestimony 
lokumura@hotmail.com 
Submitted testimony for S8472 on Feb 26 , 2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on: 2/25/2013 
Teslimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 

Lorrin Okumura II Individual II Oppose 

Present at Hearing 

II No I 

Commenls: I oppose this bill because it sends the wrong message to our youth. I oppose this bill 
because it will lead to increased drug dealing , addiction and crime. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

00 not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii .gov 

1 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitol .hawaii .gov 
Monday, February 25, 201 3 8:55 AM 
JDL Testimony 
pkawasaki@maunalani.com 
Submitted testimony for SB472 on Feb 26 , 2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on : 2/25/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Patricia Kawasaki II Individual II Oppose II No I 

Comments: I oppose this bill because it sends a wrong message to our youth, the future adults of 
tomorrow. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol .hawaii.gov 

1 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

58472 

maHingfist@capitol.hawaii .gov 
Monday, February 25, 2013 8:47 AM 
JOL Testimony 
priscilla. k. bastatas. mil@mail.mil 
Submitted testimony for 58472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on: 2/25/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted 8y Organization Testifier Position 
Maka Sastatas II Individual II Oppose 

Present at Hearing 

II No I 

Comments: I strongly oppose this bill as it will cause more damage than gooc to this state and our 
future! Colorado and Washington are going to struggle and this is one less thing Hawaii needs to 
worry about! If this bill is passed it shows complete disregard for the safe being of our youth ... we're 
already in the midst of a drug epidemic and don't need to waste any more time, money, effort, energy 
into this subject! How's about we put money towards PREVENTION ... and actually try to save what 
ever value our society actually has left! I strongly oppose this bill!!!!! 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office , may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii .gov 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitol .hawaiLgov 
Monday, February 25, 2013 8:25 AM 
JDL Testimony 
miwamasa@maunalanLcom 
Submitted testimony for S8472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on: 2/25/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26 , 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Myrna M. Iwamasa II Individual II Oppose II No I 

Comments: I oppose this bill because it will send the wrong message to the children and it will 
definitely lead to an increased addiction and crime . We already have too many drug related crimes 
being committed . Please stop trying to legalize marijuana, it is a drug and should always be 
considered drug that is not good for society. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol. hawaii ,gov 

1 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Monday, February 25 , 20138:16 AM 
JDLTestimony 
venusinblu27@yahoo.com 
Submitted testimony for 56472 on Feb 26 , 2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on: 2/25/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Junet Higashihara II Individual II Oppose II No I 

Comments: I oppose this bill because it sends the wrong message to our youth . 

Please note Ihat lestimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing. improperly identified , or 
directed to Ihe incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

00 not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol .hawaii.gov 



I work with "at risk" teens and I see how marijuana negatively impacts the lives of these 
teens. Marijuana affects them so much that they don't even view it as a drug or illegal 
substance. There needs to be stricter punishments for drug use not less severe ones. I 
oppose this bill because it sends the wrong message to our youth. I also oppose this bill 
because it will lead to increased drug dealing, addiction and crime. 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii .gov 
Monday, February 25, 20137:43 AM 
JDLTestimony 
bjanicki@hingyca.org 
Submitted testimony for 58472 on Feb 26, 2013 1 0:00AM 
SB 472 .docx 

Submitted on: 2/25/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26 , 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 

Bryant Janicki II Individual II Oppose 

Comments: 

Present at Hearing 

II No I 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capito l. hawaii .gov 

1 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

mailinglist@capitoLhawaiLgov 
Monday, February 25, 2013 7;26 AM 
JDL Testimony 
Ktyamamo@hawaiigas.com 

Subject: Submitted testimony for 58472 on Feb 26,2013 10:00AM 

SB472 
Submitted on: 2/25/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 

Kenneth Yamamoto II Hawaii Gas II Oppose 

Present at Hearing 

II No I 

Comments: We oppose this bill not only because drugs have no place in the work environment, but 
because for society in general, it will lead to increased drug dealings, addiction and crime. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglisl@capitol. hawaii.gov 
Monday, February 25,20137;06 AM 
JDL Testimony 
waraki@ficoh.com 
Submitted testimony for 5B472 on Feb 26,2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on: 2/25/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

wenda araki II Individual II Oppose II No I 

Comments: I oppose this bill because anything related to drugs is sending the wrong message to our 
youths. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol .hawaii.gov 

1 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglisl@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Monday, February 25, 2013 6:20 AM 
JDL Testimony 
debbie@jaycohawaii.com 
Submitted testimony for S8472 on Feb 26. 2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on: 2/25/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 

Debora Lopes II Individual II Oppose 

Present at Hearing 

II No I 

Comments: I oppose this measure because it sends a very bad message to our youth . This 
substance is illegal, regardless on how much you have in your posess ion and I feel it should remain 
that way. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This in box is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaiLgov 

1 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitoLhawaiLgov 
Monday, February 25, 2013 5:48 AM 
JDl Testimony 
gracelee@hawaiianteLnet 
·Submitted testimony for S6472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM* 

Submitted on : 2/25/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Grace Lee II Individual II Oppose II No I 

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii .gov 
Monday, February 25, 2013 1 :38 AM 
JDLTestimony 
dkcw@hawaiiantel.net 
·Submitted testimony for S6472 on Feb 26 , 2013 10:00AM-

Submitted on : 2/25/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

david k c wong II Individual II Oppose II No I 

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This in box is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol .hawaii.gov 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Monday, February 25, 2013 12:23 AM 
JDL Testimony 
elecbuyer@yahoo.com 
Submitted testimony for SB472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on : 2/25/2013 
Teslimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 

Ronald Katto II Individual II Oppose 

Commenls: I oppose Ihis as il will send Ihe wrong message 10 our youlh. 

Present at Hearing 

II No I 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to Ihis email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol .hawaii.gov 

1 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

S8472 

mailinglisl@capitoLhawaiLgov 
Monday, February 25,201312:19 AM 
JDL Testimony 
clee777@gmail .com 
Submitted testimony for S8472 on Feb 26,2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on: 2/25/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

L-__ ~C~a~lv~in~L~e~e ____ ~IIL-__ ~I~nd~i~vi~du~a~I ____ ~ILI __ ~O~p~p~o~se~ __ ~I,I ____ ~N~o~ __ ~1 

Comments: I oppose this bill because it sends the wrong message to our youth . 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaji ,gov 
Sunday, February 24, 201310:13 PM 
JDL Testimony 
claire_ota@hotmail .com 
Submitted testimony for S8472 on Feb 26. 2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on: 2/24/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

claire ota II Individual II Oppose II No I 

Comments: I oppose this bill because it wou ld send the wrong message to our youth and also it 
would lead to more crime and drug trafficking. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol .hawaii.gov 

1 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitol .hawaii.gov 
Sunday, February 24, 2013 8:49 PM 
JDL Testimony 
cyim1@hotmail .com 
Submitted testimony for 58472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on: 2/24/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 

clifton yim II Individual II Oppose 

Present at Hearing 

II No I 

Comments: I oppose th is bill because it sends the wrong message to our youth. I oppose this bill 
because it will lead to increased drug dealing , addiction and crime. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sunday, February 24 , 2013 6 :37 PM 
JDLTestimony 
nshima411@yahoo.com 
Submitted testimony for S8472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on : 2/24/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Nina ota II Individual II Oppose II No I 

Comments: I oppose this bill because it will lead to increased drug dealing, addiction and crime. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office , may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored . For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii .gov 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sunday, February 24, 2013 6:16 PM 
JDL Testimony 
tsuhad001@hawaii,rr.com 
Submitted testimony for SB472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on: 2/24/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Don Tsuha II Individual II Oppose II No I 

Comments: I strongly oppose this bill. It sends the wrong message to not only the community in 
general, but especially our youth . Marijuana legalization will lead to increased problems with drug 
addiction, crime, and violence. Please do not pursue passage of this, or any other bills that legalize 
marijuana or any other drugs that may negatively effect the future of our community. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

1 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailingtist@capitoLhawaiLgov 
Sunday, February 24 , 20134:28 PM 
JDL Testimony 
donalynnaihe@yahoo.com 
Submitted testimony for S8472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on: 2/24/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Donalyn Naihe II Individual II Oppose II No I 

Comments: Please oppose SB472. Please kokua our State and keep it Hawaiian, keep it culture and 
keep it Marijuana Free. I come from a small rural community of Hana where Marijuana is very 
prevalent, with cut back programs of prevention and treatment. Having this bill pass will only 
demoralize our community and take away the last "old hawaiian town" we have left in Hawaii. Please 
save our islands by voting against this SB472. I Mahalo your support. Aloha palena'ole, Aunty 
Donalyn Naihe 2487552 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaiLgov 
Sunday, February 24, 2013 3:22 PM 
JDL Testimony 
maedvd@hawaiiantel.nel 
Submitted testimony for S8472 on Feb 26,2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on : 2/24/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Kalfreda Wataoka II Individual II Oppose II No I 

Comments: I oppose Senate 8i1l472 that proposes to make possession of less than one ounce of 
marijuana a civil fine and deletes the criminal offense of possessing any amount of marijuana. As a 
grandparent of four, are you law makers now saying it is okay for our children , grandchildren and 
great grandchildren that there is no harm in using and possessing marijuana? Are you saying by 
allowing people to possess marijuana, it will make it less of a problem to our society? According to 
SAMSHA, in 2010, treatment admissions with marijuana as the primary drug in Hawaii was 72.70%. 
A marijuana joint only takes between 1/2 to one gram. There are 28 grams to an ounce. You will be 
allowing an individual to have or sell 189 to 378 joints per week which will be even higher for those 
who are trafficking the joints. These will eventually end in , on, or aroung our neighborhookds, 
schools, school vehicles, public parks, public housing projects. What kind of environment, you the 
lawmakers, are encouraging? You should be the guardians of the community and think of ways to rid 
the community of illegal substances. Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This in box is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

1 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailingtist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sunday, February 24, 2013 2:31 PM 
JDLTestimony 
wvpk@hotmail.com 
·Submitted testimony for S8472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM* 

Submitted on: 2/24/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 

Marsha Nakasone II Individual II Oppose 

Comments: 

Present at Hearing 

II No I 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol .hawaii.gov 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitot.hawaii.gov 
Sunday, February 24, 2013 2:25 PM 
JDL Testimony 
jlawi3@gmail.com 
Submitted testimony for 58472 on Feb 26, 201 3 10:00AM 

Submitted on: 2/24/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Judy Lawi II Individual II Oppose II No I 

Comments: I oppose this bill because it sends the wrong message to our youth . 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly idenlified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii .gov 

1 



hee2 • Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglisl@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sunday, February 24, 2013 1 :57 PM 
JDLTestimony 
aukaipaciflc@aoLcom 
·Submitted testimony for SB472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM-

Submitted on: 2/24/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 
Robert Hall II Individual II Oppose II No I 

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii .gov 
Sunday, February 24, 2013 1:10 PM 
JDL Testimony 
akfountain@yahoo.com 
·Submitted testimony for 5B472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:0QAM'" 

Submitted on: 2/24/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 

Arlene Fountain II Individual II Oppose 

Comments: 

Present at Hearing 

II No I 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office , may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol .hawaii.gov 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

5B472 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii .gov 
Sunday, February 24, 2013 12:50 PM 
JDL Testimony 
samoahu@yahoo.com 
Submitted testimony for S8472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM 

Submitted on: 2/24/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Sam Au II Individual II Oppose II No I 

Comments: The logic doesn't make sense. Sends the wrong message. Getting just a little high is 
okay or just keep your stash separate. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

1 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

mailinglist@capitol .hawaii.gov 
Sunday, February 24 , 2013 12:46 PM 
JDL Testimony 
mshima@hawaiLrr.com 

Subject: Submitted testimony for 58472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM 

SB472 
Submitted on: 2/24/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Marian Shimabukuro II Individual II Oppose II No I 

Comments: I believe this bill will increase addiction and crime in our neighborhoods. It also sends a 
wrong message to our keiki. Thank you. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



february 24, 2013 

TESTIMONY ON SENATE BILL 472 
RELATING TO MARIJUANA 

Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 

Senator Maile S. L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 

Chair Hee, Vice Chair Shimabukuro, and Members of the Committee: 

J oppose Senate Bill 472 that proposes to make possession of less than one ounce of 
marijuana a civil fine and deletes the criminal offense of possessing any amount of 
marijuana. 

The use and possession of illegal drugs should not be penalized the same way as a traffic 
violation. Doing so will create the impress ion that the use of marijuana is not a big deal. 
Any legislative action that legalizes Of decriminalizes marijuana will negatively affect the 
people of Hawaii . According to SAMSHA Treatment Episode Data (TEDS), treatment 
admissions with marijuana as the primary drug in Hawaii accounted for 72.70% of the 
total amount for the 12 to 17 age group in 20 I O. Marijuana is a highly addicting drug and 
effons to decriminalize it will decrease the perception that it is a health risk. 

Decriminalizing the possession of less than an ounce would allow use and drug dealing to 
flourish. Twenty-eight (28) grams equals one ounce. The average marijuana joint is 
between *12 to one gram. A one-gram joint is a really largejoinl. sa 472 would allow 
individuals to have 27 to 54 joints at any given time. This bill would allow an individual 
to possess or sell 189 to 378 joints per week at a minimum, and have no fear of criminal 
prosecution. Dealers could replenish their supply over and over within a dny, so the 
amount of marijuana trafficked could be significant 

Senate 8i1l472 goes even funher by allowing any person to possess one ounce or less of 
marijuana in, on, or around our neighborhoods, schools, school vehicles, public parks, 
public housing projects and/or complexes without it being a criminal violation. This 
would create a conflict with the drug free zones around OUf schools that were created to 
protect our children and teachers and affect the safety of the public. 

Thank you for the opponunity to testify on thi s matter. 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitol .hawaii.gov 
Sunday, February 24, 2013 12:00 PM 
JDL Testimony 
sean.haggerty21@gmail.com 
·Submitted testimony for SB472 on Feb 26. 201310:00AM· 

Submitted on : 212412013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testitier Position 

sean haggerty II Individual II Oppose 

Comments: 

Present at Hearing 

II No I 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

00 not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol .hawaii.qov 

1 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB472 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaiLgov 
Saturday, February 23, 2013 1:57 PM 
JDLTestimony 
mariarossman@yahoo.com 
Submitted testimony for SB472 on Feb 26, 2013 10:00AM 

Submitled on: 212312013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 26 , 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

maria rossman II Individual II Oppose II No I 

Comments: I am against decriminalization of marijuana.lf my legislator voted for it, I would seriously 
think of not voting for him/her again .1 am against use of marijuana for recreational or medicinaluse. 

Please note that testimony submitled less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

00 not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

1 
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