
 

TESTIMONY ON SENATE BILL (SB) 44, SENATE DRAFT (SD) 1 
A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO MENTAL HEALTH  

By 
Ted Sakai, Director 

Department of Public Safety 
 

House Committee on Public Safety 
Representative Henry J.C. Aquino, Chair 
Representative Kaniela Ing, Vice Chair 

 
Thursday, March 21, 2013, 10:00 AM 

State Capitol, Room 309 
 

Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Ing, and Members of the Committees: 

The Department of Public Safety (PSD) supports SB 44, SD1, which 

expands Section 334, Hawaii Revised Statutes, relating to mental health, mental 

illness, drug addiction, and alcoholism, to apply to all law enforcement officers as 

defined under Section 710-1000, which includes any public servant, whether 

employed by the State or subdivisions thereof, or by the United States, vested by 

law with a duty to maintain public order, or to make arrests for offenses, or to 

enforce the criminal laws, whether that duty extends to all offenses or is limited to 

a specific class of offenses.  Currently, Section 334 applies only to the county 

police, and this amendment would allow all law enforcement officers and not just 

county police are able to utilize Section 334-59.  This section presently allows the 

police to contact the mental health emergency workers designated by the 

Director of Health to make a professional determination if an individual may be a 

danger to self or others, or is gravely disabled, or is obviously ill, and to authorize 

the transport of this person to a licensed psychiatric facility for further evaluation 

and possible emergency hospitalization.     

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter.  
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in92-Brandon
From: mailinglist@capitnl.hawaii.gov
Sent: Wednesday, March 20, 2013 9:52 AM
To: pbstestimony
Cc: iudith.clarke@d0h.hawaii.g0v
Sublectz Submitted testimony for SB44 on Mar 21, 2013 10:00AM

SB44
Submitted on: 3/20/2013
Testimony for PBS on Mar 21, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Floom 309

Submitted By Organization Testifler Position Present at Hearing
I Judith M. Clarke Department of Health Support No |

Comments: Director Fuddy, or Deputy Fallin/Dr. Sheehan will be in attendance to testify on this bill.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQito|.hawaii.gov
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Written Testimony Presented Before the 

House Committee on Public Safety 

 

March 21, 2013, 10:00 AM 

By 

Deborah B Gardner, PhD, RN, FNAP, FAAN 

Executive Director 

Hawai`i State Center for Nursing 

 

SB 44, SD1,   RELATING TO MENTAL HEALTH 

Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Ing and Members of the Committee on Public Safety.  

The Hawai`i State Center for Nursing (Center for Nursing) supports Senate Bill 44, SD1, 

to amend Section 334-59, Hawai`i Revised Statutes, relating to mental health, mental 

illness, drug addiction, and alcoholism, to apply to Advanced Practice Registered 

Nurses (APRNs). The amendments recognize APRNs as qualified healthcare 

professionals competent to assess whether there is probable cause to believe a person 

is mentally ill, imminently dangerous to self or others, gravely disabled, suffering from 

substance abuse, or is otherwise in need of care, treatment, or both. Additionally, 

APRNs will have authority to direct law enforcement officers to take the person into 

custody in order to deliver the person to an appropriate facility for further assessment, 

treatment and/or care. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter. 

Hawai`i State Center for Nursing – Biomedical Sciences Building C105, Honolulu, HI 96822 
Phone: (808) 956-5211  Fax: (808) 956-0547  E-mail: hscfn@hawaii.edu  Website: www.hawaiicenterfornursing.org 



 

Written Testimony Presented Before the 

House Committee on Public Safety 

 

March 21, 2013, 10:00 AM 

By 

Barbara Molina Kooker, DrPH, APRN, NEA-BC 

Vice Chair, Hawai`i State Center for Nursing 

 

SB 44, SD1,   RELATING TO MENTAL HEALTH 

Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Ing and Members of the Committee on Public Safety.  

The Hawai`i State Center for Nursing (Center for Nursing) supports Senate Bill 44, SD1, 

to amend Section 334-59, Hawai`i Revised Statutes, relating to mental health, mental 

illness, drug addiction, and alcoholism, to apply to Advanced Practice Registered 

Nurses (APRNs). The amendments recognize APRNs as qualified healthcare 

professionals competent to assess whether there is probable cause to believe a person 

is mentally ill, imminently dangerous to self or others, gravely disabled, suffering from 

substance abuse, or is otherwise in need of care, treatment, or both. Additionally, 

APRNs will have authority to direct law enforcement officers to take the person into 

custody in order to deliver the person to an appropriate facility for further assessment, 

treatment and/or care. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter. 



Written Testimony Presented Before the 
House Committee on Public Safety 

 
March 21, 2013, 10:00 AM 

By 
Beth Hoban 

Board Member, Hawai`i State Center for Nursing 
 

SB 44, SD1,   RELATING TO MENTAL HEALTH 

Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Ing and Members of the Committee on Public Safety: 

 The Hawai`i State Center for Nursing supports Senate Bill 44, SD1, to allow Section 

334, relating to mental health, mental illness, drug addiction, and alcoholism, to apply to 

all law enforcement officers as defined under Section 710-1000, which includes any 

public servant, whether employed by the State or subdivisions thereof, or by the United 

States, vested by law with a duty to maintain public order, or to make arrests for 

offenses, or to enforce the criminal laws, whether that duty extends to all offenses or is 

limited to a specific class of offenses. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter. 



 

Written Testimony Presented Before the 

House Committee on Public Safety 

 

March 21, 2013, 10:00 AM 

By 

Francisco Conde, PhD, APRN, FAAN 

Advisory Board Member 

Hawai`i State Center for Nursing 

 

SB 44, SD1,   RELATING TO MENTAL HEALTH 

Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Ing and Members of the Committee on Public Safety.  

The Hawai`i State Center for Nursing (Center for Nursing) supports Senate Bill 44, SD1, 

to amend Section 334-59, Hawai`i Revised Statutes, relating to mental health, mental 

illness, drug addiction, and alcoholism, to apply to Advanced Practice Registered 

Nurses (APRNs). The amendments recognize APRNs as qualified healthcare 

professionals competent to assess whether there is probable cause to believe a person 

is mentally ill, imminently dangerous to self or others, gravely disabled, suffering from 

substance abuse, or is otherwise in need of care, treatment, or both. Additionally, 

APRNs will have authority to direct law enforcement officers to take the person into 

custody in order to deliver the person to an appropriate facility for further assessment, 

treatment and/or care. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter. 

Hawai`i State Center for Nursing – Biomedical Sciences Building C105, Honolulu, HI 96822 
Phone: (808) 956-5211  Fax: (808) 956-0547  E-mail: hscfn@hawaii.edu  Website: www.hawaiicenterfornursing.org 



Written Testimony Presented Before the 

House Committee on Public Safety 

 

March 21, 2013, 10:00 AM 

By 

Anne Scharnhorst MN, RN-BC 

University of Hawaii Maui College,  

Allied Health Department, Co-Chair 

 

SB 44, SD1,   RELATING TO MENTAL HEALTH 

Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Ing and Members of the Committee on Public Safety.  The 

Hawai`i State Center for Nursing supports Senate Bill 44, SD1, to allow Section 334, 

relating to mental health, mental illness, drug addiction, and alcoholism, to apply to all 

law enforcement officers as defined under Section 710-1000, which includes any public 

servant, whether employed by the State or subdivisions thereof, or by the United States, 

vested by law with a duty to maintain public order, or to make arrests for offenses, or to 

enforce the criminal laws, whether that duty extends to all offenses or is limited to a 

specific class of offenses. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter. 



To: The Hawai’i State House of Representatives Committee on Public Safety
Re: SB 44 SD1

To: The Honorable Representative Aquino and the members of the committee.

Aloha,
The Community Alliance for Mental Health along with United Self Help support SB 44

SD1. We feel that this measure offers clarity in an already complex issue.

Mahalo,
Robert Scott Wall
Vice-President



 
  
Written Personal Testimony Presented Before the 
House Committee on Public Safety 
March 21, 2013, 10:00 AM 
By 
Anthony P. S. Guerrero, M.D., 
Chair of Psychiatry, John A. Burns School of Medicine 
  

SB 44, SD1, RELATING TO MENTAL HEALTH 

Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Ing and Members of the Committee on Public 

Safety, Aloha. We support Senate Bill 44, SD1, to allow Section 334 

(relating to mental health, mental illness, drug addiction, and alcoholism) to 

apply to all law enforcement officers as defined under Section 710-1000 

(which includes any public servant, whether employed by the State or 

subdivisions thereof, or by the United States, vested by law with a duty to 

maintain public order, or to make arrests for offenses, or to enforce the 

criminal laws, whether that duty extends to all offenses or is limited to a 

specific class of offenses).  

We further support the inclusion of Advanced Practice Registered Nurses 

in the group of professionals:  1) able to apply to a judge to issue an oral 

ex parte, and 2) able to examine a person and render an opinion on 

whether the person is mentally ill, suffering from substance abuse, 

imminently dangerous to self or others, gravely disabled, obviously ill, 

and/or in need of care or treatment.  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter. 

  
 



Submitted on: 3/19/2013 

Testimony for: SB44 SD1 on Mar 21, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted by: Allen Novak, APRN 

Position: Support 

Present at hearing: No 

 

To: Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Ing and members of the House Committee on Public Safety 

 

I am a Psychiatric Advanced Practice Registered Nurse (APRN) with Prescriptive Authority in private 

practice in Hilo and ask for your support of SB44 SD1.  APRNs are fully qualified to determine the safety 

and mental status of an individual.  

 

I would like to propose further amendment of this bill to include APRNs in Section 3 (a) (1) as providers 

who may receive the patient and the paperwork at the facility receiving the patient.  

 

In section 3 (a) (2) APRNs were inadvertently left out of the providers who may administer treatment, 

when SD1 was written in the Senate Health Committee. I ask that you include APRNs.  

 

The past 3 sessions of this Legislative body have passed bills enabling APRNs to practice independently to 

the full scope of their education and ability. These services are paramount to health care consumers' 

access to care, and the outdated statute this bill addresses remains a barrier to APRN practice. This 

statute is one instance in the midst of many currently outdated statutes that will hopefully be addressed in 

the immediate future. In this time of changing health care, Hawai`i needs to stand ready to meet the 

changing needs of the public, by providing ready access to their health care needs.  

 

Thank you for your enduring care and protection for/of the people of Hawai`i.  

 

Allen Novak, APRN 

122 Haili Street 

Hilo, Hawaii 



Ing2-Brandon 

From: 	 mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov  
Sent: 	 Monday, March 18, 2013 10:08 PM 
To: 	 pbstestimony 
Cc: 	 wailua@aya.yale.edu  
Subject: 	 Submitted testimony for S844 on Mar 21, 2013 10:00AM 

SB44 
Submitted on: 3/18/2013 
Testimony for PBS on Mar 21, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By 
	

Organization 
	

Testifier Position Present at Hearin 
Wailua Brandman APRN- 

Fb( BC FAANP Support No 

Comments: Aloha Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Ing and members of the House Committee on Public 
Safety, thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of SB44 SDI, relating to Mental Health, on 
behalf of the Hawari Association of Professional Nurses (HAPN). APRNs are fully qualified to 
determine a persons safety and mental status. I would like to propose further amendment of this bill 
to include APRNs in Section 3 (a) (1) as providers who may receive the patient and the paperwork at 
the facility receiving the patient. In section 3 (a) (2) APRNs were inadvertently left out of the providers 
who may administer treatment, when SD1 was written up in the Senate Health Committee. Please 
include them. The past 3 sessions of this Legislative body have passed bills enabling APRNs to 
practice independently to the full scope of their education and ability. These services are paramount 
to health care consumers' access to care, and the outdated statute this bill addresses remains a 
barrier to APRN practice. This statute is one instance in the midst of many currently outdated statutes 
that will hopefully be addressed in the immediate future. In this time of changing health care, Hawai'i 
needs to stand ready to meet the changing needs of the public, by providing ready access to their 
health care needs. Thank you for your enduring care and protection for/of the people of Hawai'i. 
Warmest Aloha, Wailua Brandman APRN-Rx BC FAANP HAPN Legislative Committee Chair 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,  improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmasterPcapitol.hawaii.gov   



ing2-Brandon 

From: 	 mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov  
Sent: 	 Tuesday, March 19, 2013 7:23 AM 
To: 	 pbstestimony 
Cc: 	 Geesey@hawaii.edu  
Subject: 	 Submitted testimony for SB44 on Mar 21, 2013 10:00AM 

SE144 
Submitted on: 3/19/2013 
Testimony for PBS on Mar 21, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By 
	

Organization 
	

Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Yvonne Geesey 

 

Individual Support No 

   

Comments: Please include APRNs in this bill so we can continue to provide healthcare to our 
community. Mahelo! 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmasterPcapitol.hawaii.gov   



ing2-Brandon 

From: 	 mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov  
Sent: 	 Tuesday, March 19, 2013 12:18 PM 
To: 	 pbstestimony 
Cc: 	 muraiz3@aol.com  
Subject: 	 Submitted testimony for SB44 on Mar 21, 2013 10:00AM 

SB44 
Submitted on: 3/19/2013 
Testimony for PBS on Mar 21, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By 
	

Organization 
	

Testifier Position Present at Hearing 
Amy Stone Mural Individual 

  

Support No 

   

Comments: I testify in support of SB44SD1, but respectfully request consideration of a further 
amendment to Section 3.a.(3)2nd sentence, to insert "advanced practice registered nurse," after the 
word "physician" to be consistent with the identical insertion in the 1st sentence of that section. 
Mahelo nui loa 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmasterOcapitothawaii.gov  

1 



ing2-Brandon 

From: 	 mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov  
Sent: 	 Wednesday, March 20, 2013 4:25 AM 
To: 	 pbstestimony 
Cc: 	 lenora@hawaii.edu  
Subject: 	 Submitted testimony for SB44 on Mar 21, 2013 10:00AM 

SB44 
Submitted on: 3/20/2013 
Testimony for PBS on Mar 21, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By 
	

Organization 
	

Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Dr. Lenora Lorenzo, APRN Individual Support No 

 

Comments: I support this bill that: Authorizes advanced practice registered nurses to assess whether 
there is probable cause to believe a person is mentally ill or suffering from substance abuse or is 
otherwise in need of care, treatment, or both. (SD1). Mahelo for opportunity to testify 0 au me ka 
ha'a ha'a (I am humbly yours), Dr. Lenora Lorenzo, Nurse Practitioner DNP, APRN-RX, BC-
FNP/GNP/ADM, CDE, FAANP American Association of Nurse Practitioners Region 9 Director 
(Arizona, Nevada, California, Hawaii and US Territories of Guam, American Samoa & the Marianna 
Islands) Adjunct Faculty University of Hawai'i School of Nursing & Dental Hygeine Nurse Practitioner 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder Residential Program APRN Council Chairperson Veterans Health 
Administration, Pacific Islands Health Care System PO Box 474, Haleiwa, Hawaii 96712 (808) 222 
4330 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,  improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.00v 





inq2-Brandon 

From: 	 mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov  
Sent: 	 Tuesday, March 19, 2013 4:45 PM 
To: 	 pbstestimony 
Cc: 	 kukana77@yahoo.com  
Subject: 	 *Submitted testimony for SB44 on Mar 21, 2013 10:00AM* 

5844 
Submitted on: 3/19/2013 
Testimony for PBS on Mar 21, 2013 10:00AM in Conference Room 309 

Submitted By 
	

Organization 
	

Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Susan Lee Individual Support No 

   

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,  improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@caoitol.hawaii.gov  





Written Testimony Presented Before the 

House Committee on Health 

 

March 21, 2013, 10:00 AM 

By 

Elaine Kaneshiro, RN, BSN, CCRN 

 

 

SB 44, SD1,   RELATING TO MENTAL HEALTH 

Chair Della Belati, Vice Chair Dee Morikawa and Members of the Committee on Health.  

As a future APRN, I support Senate Bill 44, SD1, to allow Section 334, relating to 

mental health, mental illness, drug addiction, and alcoholism, to apply to all law 

enforcement officers as defined under Section 710-1000, which includes any public 

servant, whether employed by the State or subdivisions thereof, or by the United States, 

vested by law with a duty to maintain public order, or to make arrests for offenses, or to 

enforce the criminal laws, whether that duty extends to all offenses or is limited to a 

specific class of offenses. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter. 



 

Written Testimony Presented Before the 

House Committee on Public Safety 

 

March 21, 2013, 10:00 AM 

By 

Laura Reichhardt, RN, 

Master’s Student in Adult Gerontology Nurse Practitioner  

UH Manoa School of Nursing and Dental Hygeine 

 

SB 44, SD1,   RELATING TO MENTAL HEALTH 

Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Ing and Members of the Committee on Public Safety.  

The Hawai`i State Center for Nursing (Center for Nursing) supports Senate Bill 44, SD1, 

to amend Section 334-59, Hawai`i Revised Statutes, relating to mental health, mental 

illness, drug addiction, and alcoholism, to apply to Advanced Practice Registered 

Nurses (APRNs). The amendments recognize APRNs as qualified healthcare 

professionals competent to assess whether there is probable cause to believe a person 

is mentally ill, imminently dangerous to self or others, gravely disabled, suffering from 

substance abuse, or is otherwise in need of care, treatment, or both. Additionally, 

APRNs will have authority to direct law enforcement officers to take the person into 

custody in order to deliver the person to an appropriate facility for further assessment, 

treatment and/or care. 

Further, I support the HSCFN position and any recommendations they may make 

related to this bill. Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter. 
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