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liy

Susan Lec RN, BSN

8B 44, SD1, RELATING TO MENTAL HEALTH

Chair Belatti, Vice Chair Motikaws and Members of the Cowrmittee on Health. The Hawai'i State Center tor
Nursing {Center tor Nursing) supports Senate Bill 44, 8D, to amend Section 334-59, Lawai' i Reviscd Statutes,
reluting to mental health, mental iliness, drug addiction, and alcoholism, W apply o Advanced Practice Registered
Nurses (APRNg). The amendmenls recogmize APRNs as qualified bealthcare professionals competent 10 asscss
whether there i3 probuble eause to believe a persont is mentally ill, imminently dangerous to self or others, gravely
disabled, suffering from substance sbuse, or is otherwise in need of care, trealment, or both. Additionally, APRNs
will have awthority to direct law enforcement officers to take the person inlo custody in order to deliver the person
10 an appropriate faciluy for futlier assessmenl, reatmnent and/or care.
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