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TWENTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE, 2013 

ONTIIE FOLLOWING MEASURE: 
S.B. NO.3. RELATING TO THE OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS. 
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SENATE COMMln·EE ON JUDICIARY AND LABOR 
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LOCATION: State Capitol. Room 016 

TESTIFIER(S): David M. Louie, Attorney General, or 
Charleen M. Aina. Deputy Attorney General 

Chair Hec and Members of the Committee: 

The Department of the Attorney General recommends that the following revisions be 

made to the bill, if the Committee votes to report the bill to the floor for second reading: 

First, revise subsection (c) of section J 3D-4 on page 4. lines 1- 10, of the bill. by deleting 

the last sentence from that subsection beginning on page 4. line 8. in li ght of its a lmost verbatim 

restatement in subsection (e) on page 5,lines 1-4, of the bill. When so revised, subsect ion (c) of 

section 130-4 at page 4, lines 1-10, of the bill should read as fo llows: 

"[~] (c) The board of trustees ballot shall be prepared in such a 
manner that every voter qual ifi ed and registered under section 130-3 sha ll be 
afforded the opponunity to vote fo r each and every candidate seeking election to 
the board. The ballot shall contain the names of all board candidates arranged 
alphabetically; provided that the mllnes of c:;lIldidates seeki ng seats requiring 
residency on a particular island shall also be g rouped by island of reSidency. 
ll!;aeh eligiele ,'oter shalll3e enlilleE! to reeei,'e (,he l3oftr€! of trustees 1381101 ailE! to 
'laic rer IRC Illiml3er of seats availaele.J" 

Second. insert a new section 3 at page 5. line 20, to remove all of the references to 

;'special election" in section 130-5, Hawai i Revised Statutes (H RS), We recommend that 

section 130-5 be amended to reJd as follows: 

"§ 130-5 Tcrm of officc; vacancies, The term of office of members of 
the board shall be four years beginni ng on the day of [tRe speeial eleetioA "'elE! in 
eeHjttft€{ion with] the general election [of the year inJ at which they arc e lected....Qr 
if elected at a primary election, on the day of the general e lection immediately 
following the primary e lection aI which they are elected, and ending on the day of 
[the sl"eeial eleetion hela in eonjl:lAet ion with] the second genera l election after 
their e lect ionl; except that rAe (erlll of office of board members eleeled in 1980 
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sAali Be as fallo .... s: tRe kmr eoard melflbers eleeted with lile highest nl:lmber af 
votes shall sen'e feur years; the remaining melflbers elected shall sen'e two 
years]. Members of the board may be re-elected without restriction as to the 
number of terms. 

Any vacancy that may occur through any cause other than the expirat ion 
of the tenn of office shal l be fi lled in accordance with secti on 17-7." 

Finally. insert a new section 4. and re-number the present sections 3 and 4 of the bill. 

sections 5 and 6, to remove a ll of the references to "special e lection" in sect ion 17-7. HRS. We 

recommend that this be done by bracketing and striking through the phrase "special e lection held 

in conjunction with the" in every place that it appears in section 17-7. 

Please do not hesitate to call us if there are questions or concerns about these 

recommendal ions. 

49JOSU 
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TESTIMONY OF RICKY R. WATANABE 

COUNTY CLERK, COUNTY OF KAUA'I 

TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY AND LABOR 

ON SENATE BILL NO.3 

RELATING TO THE OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

February 28, 2013 

I'mimi!.;: (11011) 241-6207 
E-mail: ell:cl1ons'/tkouul gOY 

Chair Hee and Committee Members: 

Thank you for the opportUnity to testify on Senate Bill No. 3. This Bill provides for the 
election of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs Board Members through a system of 
Nonpartisan Primary and General Elections to begin with the 2014 Elections. 

Our office takes no position on the Bill but notes that it will probably increase the cost of 
running for office since candidates for the Board of Trustees for the Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs (OHA) may now need to conduct campaigns in two elections to be elected. 

From an operational perspective, since the Bill establishes a Primary Election which will 
cut down the number of OHA candidates moving on to the General Election, OHA 
contests will require less space on the General Election ballot so the likelihood of a 
second ballot will be reduced. 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify on Senate Bill NO.3 . 

. \ -,~ \. j. 

RICKY R. WATANABE 
County Clerk 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOVI3.R 
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TESTIMONY OF THE 

CHIEF ELECTION OFFICER, OFFICE OF ELECTIONS 

TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY AND LABOR 

ON SENATE BILL NO. 3 

RELATING TO THE OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

February 28, 2013 

Chair Hee and members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor, 
thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on Senate Bill NO.3. The 
purpose of this bill is to provide tor the election of Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
board members through a system of nonpartisan primary and general elections 
beginning in 2014. 

The Office of Elections sees no administrative problems that would 
interfere with our ability to implement the provisions of this bill in 2014. However, 
given that there are candidate reporting requirements to the Campaign Spending 
Commission and to the Ethics Commission we would suggest that those laws be 
reviewed to determine if there are any conflicts or issues. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill No. 3. 
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legislative Testimony 

S8l 
RELATING TO THE OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor 

February 28. 2013 10:30 a.m. Room 016 

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) offers the following comments on 
5B3. which proposes to repeal the special election process for the election of 
members of the O HA Board of Trustees and establ ish a system of nonpartisan 
primary and general elections to begin w ith the 2014 elections. 

We would simply point out that there may be addit ional costs to the Office 
of Elections in implementing this new system and additional costs to those OHA 
candidates w ho may now compete in both the primary elect ion and the general 
elect ion. 

Mahala for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB3 

maillnglist@capitol.hawaiLgov 
Wednesday, February 27, 2013 9:13 AM 
JDL Testimony 
kahiwaJ@cs.com 
Submitted testimony for SB3 on Feb 28, 2013 10:30AM 

Submitted on: 2/27/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 28,2013 10:30AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Clarence Ching II Individual II Oppose II No I 

Comments: While the process suggested here has merit - the gist of my testimony is that OHA 
elections, although OHA is operated as a "state" agency, but in some/many ways, does not operate 
as a "typical" state agency, it should have an electoral process distinct and separate from "regular" 
"state" elections - and held on a different date. This islwas one of the problems that resulted in the 
decision of the u.s. supreme court appeal - Rice vs. Cayetano - that opened OHA elections to the 
entire voting population . 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitoJ.hawaii.gov 

1 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB3 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaiLgov 
Monday, February 25, 2013 7:14 PM 
JDL Testimony 
pametapcm@gmail.com 
·Submitted testimony for SB3 on Feb 28, 2013 10:30AM* 

Submitted on: 2/25/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 28, 2013 10:30AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Pamela Wi lliams II Individual II Oppose 

Comments: 

Present at Hearing 

II No I 

Please note thai teslimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



hee2 - Kathleen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SB3 

mailingtist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Wednesday, February 27, 2013 12:55 AM 
JDLTestimony 
Kealii8@hotmail.com 
Submitted testimony for SB3 on Feb 28, 2013 10:30AM 

Submitted on: 2/27/2013 
Testimony for JDL on Feb 28 , 201 3 10:30AM in Conference Room 016 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing 

Kealii Makekau II Individual II Support II Yes I 

Comments: ASk for committee members to consider the following ; (1) Deleting duplicative language 
at the suggestion of the Department of the Attorney General ; (2) Making conforming amendments to 
addilional statutory provisions regarding an OHA board member's term of office and vacancies by 
removing references to special elections; and (3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for 
the purposes of clarity, consistency, and style. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office. may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to th is email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii .gov 


