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February 19, 2013 
 
TO:  Committee on Ways and Means 
  Senator David Y. Ige, Chair 
  Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair  
 
FROM:  LaVerne Bishop, Executive Director 

Hale `Opio Kaua'i, Inc. 
 
RE:  SB391, SD1  Relating to Youth  
 
HEARING:       DATE:  February 22, 2013 
  TIME:   9:00 AM 
  CONFERENCE ROOM: 211 
 
 
I urge you to support a two-year pilot program within the Office of Youth Services 
that will establish a statewide safe place network, as requested by young people at the 
Children and Youth Summit in October 2012.  National Safe Places welcome young 
people in and connect them to knowledgeable staff and programs in a timely fashion.   
 
As more and more youth seek information on topics ranging from contraception to 
bullying to suicide, having identified safe places in communities around the islands 
that can direct youth to relevant, reliable and safe resources is highly desirable. The 
array of services is daunting and constantly changing and many youth and families 
simply do not benefit as a result.  With safe places within their community, it is more 
likely they would seek and receive information that will link them to the numerous 
resources available.  
 
I urge you to support a two-year pilot project that would provide the opportunity to 
evaluate the impact such a coordinated effort would have on runaway youth, youth in 
other vulnerable positions, and youth reaching out for information and resources 
because they had a safe place to do so. 
 
Thank you very much. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
LaVerne Bishop 
Executive Director  
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February 19, 2013 
 
 
 
 
To:   Senator David Ige Chair,  

And members of the Committee on Ways and Means 
 
 

Testimony in Support of SB 391 SD1 Relating to Youth 
 

Hawaii Youth Services Network (HYSN), a statewide coalition of youth-
serving organizations, supports SB 391 SD1 Relating to Youth. 
 
The proposed network of safe places for youth was conceived by the young 
people who attended the 2012 Children and Youth Summit at the Capitol in 
October. 
 
The Safe Place Network will link together many existing resources for youth 
and families, such as Boys and Girls Clubs, YMCA/YWCAs, Family Centers 
and Neighborhood places.  It will provide safe environments where 
adolescents can safely address such issues as peer pressure, unplanned 
pregnancy, child abuse and neglect, substance abuse.  It will provide young 
people with ways to deal with problems before they get into trouble and 
avoid unnecessary arrests for status offenses. 
 
While much of the network is already in place, funding is needed to ensure 
24-hour crisis response capability, provide training of youth workers, and 
ensure coordination of services.   
 
The 24-hour crisis response will follow the National Safe Place model, in 
which community businesses, such as convenience stores and fire stations 
are recruited as places where young people can go in an emergency.  Staff in 
those companies are trained and provided with a 24-hour number to call.  
Workers from the 24-hour site assess the situation and can arrange 
emergency shelter, make reports to Child Protective Service, or make other 
appropriate responses to the situation.   
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If this bill passes, Hawaii Youth Services Network will work with the Office of Youth 
Services and other partnering organizations to establish and maintain the Safe Place 
Network.  We have identified partners in each county statewide that are willing and able to 
provide 24-hour response to youth needs and to recruit local businesses as Safe Place Sites. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Judith F. Clark, MPH 
Executive Director 
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