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TESTIMONY ON SENATE BILL NO. 2472, S.D. 2, RELATING TO OCCUPATIONAL
THERAPY PRACTICE.

TO THE HONORABLE DELLA AU BELATTI, CHAIR,
AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:

My name is Sandra Matsushima, Executive Officer for the Occupational Therapy
Program of the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs (“Department”),
Professional and Vocational Licensing Division. The Department appreciates the
opportunity to testify in support of Senate Bill No. 2472, S.D. 2, Relating to Occupational
Therapy Practice.

The purpose of Senate Bill No. 2472, S.D. 2, is to improve the regulation of
occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants by establishing an
occupational therapy program and licensing requirements for occupational therapists

and occupational therapy assistants.
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The Department has worked in collaboration with the proponents of the bill and
we have agreed to the attached Senate Bill No. 2472, S.D. 2, which defines the
occupational therapy practice and provides licensure for occupational therapists and
occupational therapy assistants.

We respectfully request your support for this bill. Thank you for the

opportunity to testify in support of Senate Bill No. 2472, S.D. 2.
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March 10, 2014

The Honorable Della Au Belatti
Chair, House Committee on Health
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 331

The Honorable Dee Morikawa
Vice Chair, House Committee on Health
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 310

RE: Senate Bill 2472, SD2 - Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice
Dear Representative Belatti and Representative Morikawa;

On behalf of the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) I am writing in
support of SB 2472, to revise the state occupational therapy practice act. The purpose of the
bill is to safeguard public health, safety, and welfare; protect the public from incompetent,
unethical or unauthorized persons; assure a high level of professional conduct on the part of
Occupational Therapists and Occupational Therapy Assistants; and assure the availability of
high quality Occupational Therapy services to persons in need of such services.

We are hopeful that Hawaii will become the 50th and final state to license occupational
therapists should the bill be signed into law in 2014. Occupational therapists are currently
licensed in 49 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico while occupational therapy
assistants are licensed in 47 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. AOTA fully
supports this licensure effort and urges your committee to join with your Senate colleagues in
supporting and passing SB 2472.

AOTA is the national professional association representing the interests of more than
140,000 occupational therapists, occupational therapy assistants, and students of occupational
therapy. The practice of occupational therapy is science-driven, evidence-based, and enables
people of all ages to live life to its fullest by promoting health and minimizing the functional
effects of illness, injury, and disability.

Thank you for your support of this important legislation. Please contact me at
jveverka@aota.org if you have questions or need additional information about AOTA’s
position on this legislation or the practice of occupational therapy.

Sincerely;

Yy

Josh Veverka
State Policy Analyst

ADTA's - 4720 Montgomery Lane 301-652-2682 800-377-8555 TDD
Centennial w2017 Bethesda, MD 20814-1220 301-652-7711 fax WwWw.aota.org

Vision
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Occupational Therapy Associatiorn of Hawsaii
1360 Sowth Beretarnia Street
Sreite 307
Horolidre Hanwaii 06874

March 10, 2014
TO: Representative Della Au Belatti - Chair, Committee on Health
RE: SB2472,SD2 - Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

Hearing: Wednesday, March 12, 2014
Conference Room 329 - 8:30 a.m.

I am Avis Sakata, OTR, President of the Occupational Therapy Association of Hawaii
(OTAH) which represents over 560 occupational therapists (OTR) and 125
occupational therapy assistants (OTA) in Hawaii. Occupational Therapy
practitioners are employed in many settings throughout the State, including
hospitals, schools, skilled nursing facilities, Veterans Administration, Tripler Army
Medical Center, mental health and community-based programs to name a few.

Occupational Therapy is a science driven, evidence-based health care profession
that focuses on helping people of all ages, regain, develop, or maximize everyday
skills in order to live independent and productive lives. Occupational Therapy
services are provided for the purpose of promoting health and wellness to those
who have or are at risk for developing an illness, injury, disease, disability or
condition. Occupational therapy also addresses the physical, cognitive,
psychosocial, sensory and other aspects of performance to support engagement in
everyday life activities.

Occupational Therapy practitioners are recognized members of the healthcare
rehabilitation and/or educational team which may be comprised of physicians,
nurses, physical therapists, speech therapists, psychologists, social workers, case
managers, teachers and others. As a healthcare provider, occupational therapy
practitioners :1) assess and evaluate our patients/clients needs and develop an
appropriate treatment plan; 2) interventions are focused on daily living skills, work
readiness, play or educational performance skills; 3) and interventions include
sensorimotor, neuromuscular, cognitive or psychosocial components.

Occupational therapists possess either Bachelors, Masters or Doctorate degrees
while occupational therapy assistants graduate with an Associates Degree. Both the
occupational therapist and assistant work collaboratively in providing rehabilitation
services to their patients and clients.



House Committee Commerce & Consumer Protection
Wednesday, February 12, 2014 - 2:10 p.m.
Conference Room 229

RE: SB 2472,5D1

Occupational therapists (OTR) are currently regulated by Chapter 457G -
registration, however, licensure would ensure the highest degree of government
regulation that would safeguard the public’s health, safety and welfare. Hawaii is
the last state to gain licensure regulation for occupational therapists and the last of
three states for occupational therapy assistants. Licensure will also protect your
constituents from incompetent persons and persons who are not qualified to
perform occupational therapy services and require the highest degree of
professional conduct on the part of the occupational therapy practitioners. In
addition, the intent of this bill is taking a proactive approach in protecting the
consumer via providing government oversight versus being reactive and moving
forth with legislation only after harm or unethical practices have occurred.

Lastly, licensure would ensure the consumer access to occupational therapy benefits
or services as the majority of health insurance carriers recognize services provided
by “licensed” professionals.

We strongly support SB2472, SD2 that will provide for licensure of both
occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants and would further
define the scope of practice of Occupational Therapy. OTAH has also worked in
collaboration with Sandra Matsushima, Executive Officer for Occupational Therapy
on this bill.

We ask that you and your committee look favorably on passage of SB 2472, SD2. If
you have any questions, I can be reached at 522-4602.

Sincerely,
Avis Sakata, OTR

President, Occupational Therapy Association of Hawaii
(808)522-4602
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March 10, 2014

TO: Representative Della Au Belatti, Chair Health

Hearing: Wednesday, March 12, 2014, 8:30 a.m. — Conference Room 329
RE: SB2472, SD2 — Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

We are occupational therapy practitioners employed at Straub Clinic & Hospital and we support SB 2472, SD2
which would license both occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants.

At Straub, the occupational therapists play an integral role in the rehabilitation of our patients many of whom have
sustained an injury or illness such as strokes, burns, amputations, hip/knee replacements, neurological injuries, arm
and shoulder injuries or fractures. Our services encompass both the acute inpatient units as well as outpatient
services.

Occupational therapy services include: 1) assessment and evaluation of our patients followed by development of a
treatment plan, 2) interventions focusing on activities of daily living, work readiness, return to hobbies/sports, 3)
therapeutic exercises, therapeutic activities, physical agent modalities, cognitive or psychosocial components, 4)
education of family members or significant others in carrying out appropriate interventions, 5) adaptation or
recommendations for home modifications or other environments to allow our patients to return home safely.

As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license Occupational Therapists (OTR) and
one of three remaining states that does not license Occupational Therapy Assistants (OTA). Licensure would
protect the public from incompetent practitioners from practicing in Hawaii and would require the highest degree of
professional conduct on the part of both OT’s and OTA’s. This bill would also further define the scope of
Occupational Therapy practice in Hawaii.

We hope that your committee will look favorably upon passage of SB 2472, SD2. If you have any additional
questions, we can be reached at 522-4602. Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,

Avis Sakata, OTR Tisha Taba, MS, OTR
Ashley Bagorio, MOT, OTR Katie Tam, MS, OTR
Quiara Cruel, MA, OTR Andrea Muraoka, MA, OTR
Farrah Dimagiba, OTR Mari Wood, MA, OTR
Andrea Fong, MA, OTR Bernice Oishi, COTA

Melissa Pang, MOT, OTR, CHT



THE QUEEN'S HEALTH SYSTEMS

1301 Punchbowl Street e  Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 e  Phone (808) 691-5900

S.B. 2472, SD2

Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice
House Committee on Health

March 12, 2014; 8:30 a.m.

In support of S.B. 2472, SD2, Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

My name is Lucy Lessard, I am the Manager of Inpatient Rehabilitation Services at The Queen’s Medical
Center. [ would like to provide testimony in support of S.B. 2472, SD2, Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice.

The Queen's Medical Center is the leading medical referral center in the Pacific Basin and offers a
comprehensive range of primary and specialized care services, including acute care physical therapy, occupational
therapy and speech language therapy. As the only Level II Trauma Center and only The Joint Commission-certified
Primary Stroke Center and Hip and Knee Joint Replacement Center in the State of Hawaii, we specialize in the care
of complex trauma, stroke, and orthopedics patients.

The Queen’s Medical Center employs occupational therapists and occupational therapist assistants
throughout our acute care and skilled nursing units. They provide a valuable service to our patients and work
alongside other professionals as part of the multidisciplinary team.

Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license occupational therapists and is one of 3 remaining
states that do not license occupational therapist assistants. The State of Hawaii educates occupational therapist
assistants; however all occupational therapists are educated on the mainland. The licensure of these professionals is
necessary to ensure the highest form of oversight in order to protect the public from unqualified individuals,
employers from hiring those individuals and to raise the quality of occupational therapy services to equal that which
is found on the mainland.

We understand that there are ongoing discussions between the Department of Commerce and Consumer
Affairs and the Occupational Therapy Association of Hawaii in revising the proposal. The Queen’s Medical Center
is supportive of that dialog and urges passage of S.B. 2472, SD2 so that those exchanges may continue to further
develop this measure. | am available to respond to questions and can be reached at 691-8940 or
llessard@queens.org.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this matter.
Lucy Lessard, PT

Manager, Rehabilitation Services
The Queen’s Medical Center

The mission of The Queen’s Health Systems is to fulfill the intent of Queen Emma and King Kamehameha 1V to provide in
perpetuity quality health care services to improve the well-being of Native Hawaiians and all of the people of Hawai i.
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5 KAISER PERMANENTE.

Date: 03/10/14

To: Honorable Chair Representative Delia Au Bellati of the House Health
Committee

Hearing: Wednesday, 03/12/14
8:30 am.
Conference Room 329

Re: SB2472, SD2
Relating to Occupational Therapy

We are Occupational Therapists employed at Kaiser Permanente Medical Center
Qutpatient Services. We strongly support SB2472, SD2 fo license both Occupational
Therapists (OTR) and Occupational Therapy Assistants (OTA) in Hawaii.

Hawaii is the only state in the nation that does not license Occupational Therapists.
Hawaii is one of three states that do not license Occupational Therapy Assistants.

At Kaiser Outpatient Rehabilitation Services, the Occupational Therapists and
Qccupational Therapy Assistants provide vital therapy services to patients who are
recovering from traumatic orthopedic injuries, delicate and specific post-operative
procedures, brain injuries, strokes, etc. We also provide work simulation services to those
workers who were injured on the job and are in need of learning to safely return to their
jobs.

We face constant challenges on a daily basis and require providers of Occupational
Therapy services to anticipate the probabilities of developing and managing post-op
surgical tissue healing, avoiding any development of infection, neurological changes that
would indicate that there might be something more occurring in the brain, etc.

We strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight and will
continue to: 1) Safeguard the public's health, safety and welfare; 2) Protect those seeking
Occupational Therapy services from the incompetent persons and persons not qualified to
perform these services, 3) Require the highest degree of professional conduct on the pan
of Occupational Therapists and Occupational Therapy Assistants. and 4) Provide the
highest quality of Occupational Therapy services in Hawaii. The bill will further define the
scope of Occupational Therapy practice.

Please support the passage of SB 2472, SD2 which would provide full licensure for both
Occupational Therapists and Occupational Therapy Assistants in Hawaii. If you have any

Kaiser Mapunapuna Clinic
2828 Pa'a Steel
Honoluly, Hawaii 95519
Phorig: {80B) 432-5770

MAR-10-2014 BS:41PM  FAX: BBB4325845 1D: MORIKAWA, DEE PAGE: B2 R=96%
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questions, feel free to contact Cathy Collado, OT, at catherine.collado(@kp.org. Thank
you for this opportunity to provide testimony in favor of SB 2472, SD2.

Sincerely,

Cathy Collado, OT
Kathy Taira, OT
Wendy Aruga-Goto, OT
Kara Crosson, OT
Sarah Yokote, OTA

Jeffrey Chang, OTA

MAR-1B-2014 B5:41PM  FAX:SEB84325845 1D: MORIKAKA, DEE PAGE: 083 R=96%
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" Kuakini Health System
A

A Health Care Organization

Date: March 11, 2014

To: Honorable Representative Della Au Belatti, Chair, Committee on Health
Honorable Representative Dee Morikawa, Vice Chair, Committee on Health

Hearing: March12, 2014, 8:30 AM, Room 329
RE: SB2472, SD2 - Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

We are QOccupational Therapists employed at Kuakiri Medical Center. We strongly
support $B2472 to license both occupational therapists (OTR) and occupational
therapy assistants (OTA)] in Hawaii.

As you may be aware, Hawali is the only state that does not currently .icense
Occupationzl Therapists (OTR} and one of 3 remaining states that does not license
Occupationzl Therapy Assistants.

At Kuakini Medical Center, Occupational Therapy practitioners play an integral part
in helping patients reach their highest level of function and independence through
the use of functional tasks and therapeutic exercise.

We strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight
and will continue to: 1) Safeguard the public’s health, safety and welfare; 2) Protect
those seeking Occupational Therapy services from incompetent persons and
persons not qualified to perform these services; 3) Require the highest degree of
professional conduct on the part of Occupational Therapists and Occupational
Therapy Assistants and 4) Ensure public access to OT services and benefits as
insurers look towards using licensed professionals to provide services. This bill will
aiso further define the scope of Occupational Therapy practice.

We hope that you and your commitree will look favorably upon passage of this bill
which would previde full licensure for both Occupational Therapists and
Occupational Therapy Assistants in Hawaii. If you have any additional questions, we
can be reached at 547-9128, Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,

K

Joan Kawat, OTR, Manager
Rehabilitation Services, Kuakini Medical Center

37 NORTH KUAKINI STREET = HONOLULU, HAV/AIL 96817-9360 * TELEPHONE (B0B) 5367205 = FAY (208) 5479547 + www ok oy
Kuakinti Medicai Cantor « Kugkiti Geriaing Caro, ne. « Kuskai Suppont Servicss, e = Kuekini Feundation o Kuaon! Daumnsmont Corp.
Canvg is Owr Trackition
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Catherine Sakai,0TR Amanda Habermann, OTR Lisa Mann, COTA
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REHAB Hospital of 226 N. Kuakini Street

the Pacific Honoluly, Hi 96817
Phone: (808) 544-3336
Fax: (BOB) 566-3425

Fax

To:  State Capilto From: Outpatient Staff at Rehabilitaiton Hospital
of the Pacific
Fax: 55866281 Date: March 11, 2014
Phone: 586-9425- Pages: 3
Re: SB2472, SD2 Testimony cc:
Urgent For Review [J Please Comment Please Reply 1 Please Recycle
' Attached is testimony for

$B2472, SD2 relating to Occupaticnal therapy practice
Committee: Committee on Health
Hearing Date: March 12,2014

Time 8:30 AM

| Place: Conference Room 329

|
. Mahalo,

Outpatient Staff at Rehabilitation Hospital of the Pacific

The document accompanying this telecopy transmission contains confidential, legaily privileged information that
belongs to the sender. Only the individual or entity named above intends this information for use. The authorized
recipient of this information is prohibited from disclosing this information to any other party and is required to
destroy the information after its stated need has been fulfiied.

if you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying distribution or action taken
in reliance on the contents of these documents is strictly prohibited. If you have received this telecopy in error,
please notify the sender immediately to arange for the prompt retum of these documents.
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Date: March 11, 2014

To: Honorable Representative Angus McKelvey, Chair, Committee on
Consumer Protection and Commerce

Hearing:
Date: Wednesday, March 12, 2014,
Time: 8:30 AM
Place: Conference Room 329, State Capitol

RE: $B2472, SD2, Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

We strongly support SB2472, $D2 to license both occupational therapists {OTR) and
occupational therapy assistants {OTA) in Hawaii. At Rehabilitation Hospital of the
Pacific, occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants are an integral
part of the rehabilitation process.

The occupational therapy practitioners provide services to inpatients and
outpatients who suffered a stroke, brain injury, spinal cord injury, hip fractures,
amputations and other neurological and/or orthopedic related conditions. They
optimize each patient’s ability to perform life skills at home, at school, at work and
in the community.

Licensure provides the highest form of government regulation and will protect the
consumer’s health, safety and welfare. Many insurance payers also recognize
licensed individuals and reimburse services provided by these licensed individuals.
Medicare and Medicaid recognize the qualified occupational therapy practitioners
and reimburse their services. This bill also expands the scope of Occupational
Therapy practice in Hawaii.

We request you and your committee’s support by passing this bill, which would
make Hawaii the 50t State to license occupational therapists and the 49t State to
license occupational therapy assistants. Thank you for this opportunity to provide
testimony.

Sincerely,

Staff at Rehabilitation Hospital of the Pacific

Please see page 2.
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SB2472, SDZ, Relation to Occupaticnal Therapy Practice
Committee: House Committee on Health

Hearing date: Wednesday, March 12,2014

Time: 8:30 AM

Room: Conference Room 329

Page 2 of 2
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Date: March 11,2014

To: Honorable Representative Angus McKelvey, Chair, Committee on
Consumer Protection and Commerce

Hearing:
Date: Wednesday, March 12,2014,
Time: 8:30 AM
Place: Conference Room 329, State Capitol

RE: $B2472, $D2, Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

We strongly support SB2472, SD2 to license both occupational therapists (OTR) and
occupational therapy assistants (OTA) in Hawali. At Rehabilitation Hospital of the
Pacific, occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants are an integral
part of the rehabilitation process.

The occupational therapy practitioners provide services to inpatients and
outpatients who suffered a stroke, brain injury, spinal cord injury, hip fractures,
amputarions and other neurological and/or orthopedic related conditions. They
optimize each patient’s ability to parform life skills at home, at schoo), at work and
in the community.

Licensure provides the highest form of government regulation and will protect the
consumer’s health, safety and welfare. Many insurance payers also recognize
licensed individuals and reimburse services provided by these licensed individuals.
Medicare and Medicaid recognize the qualified occupational therapy practitioners
and reimburse their services. This biil also expands the scope of Occupational
Therapy practice in Hawaii.

We request you and your committee’s support by passing this bill, which would
make Hawaii the 50t State to license occupationzl therapists and the 49th State to
license occupational therapy assistants Thank you for this opportunity to provide
testimony.

Sincerely,

Staff at Rehabilitation Hospital of the Pacific

lease see page 2,
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Time: 8:30 AM
Room: Conference Room 329
Page 2 of 2
Signature Print Name Address l
F =120 FLJ‘(Q S ‘
! et Wﬂ- .JA.... &
m\\o S
K@Qﬁcmm@/ ‘Px\ek\% A |

- Wil mmﬂﬁf"' A‘z%ﬂi’"

. l ‘

Nhew 12l Kaoge et
' FLSA Marne 54

Matthess Polk s R ik L S

: qitva ke

Urson \5\""‘!@ p otk o ) 94747
i a\q.'Laﬂ.; KAk ps R \
wa /et PT Ml gy 7obe |
é ‘!";_'MJ‘-‘? Mecanu™ YT
' Aen Ty 0TRs | PeUlew Hi SLrwt
& = o] Ay~ ST Al el
D TD (heeats QA H;E-\MT Wi, aLyE9
. | Mhkawa Lo
_byn C—/«wﬂnnfl PR —

FE-AT0 15 Lt Hf L7

5

P ‘C’Ylm%rrﬂ- P iAufaE gf%w_ﬁ
i ! W '
hAGLVlS \&ﬂLCI{aJ‘4k/ ! {J:F*ly kkl?’%&hflgz_‘
Toym N, W7 b 3 ofa |
15. o]
X - b
' 16
] .
! 17
(18 |
_ b

Staff at Rehabilitation Hospital of the Pacific
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From: Virginia Tully

Sent: Monday, March 10, 2014 11:15 AM

To: Gwen Ing

Subject: Emailing: SB2472 SD2 3.12.2014 hearing Staff
Attachments: S82472 SD2 3.12.2014 hearing Staff docx

Please ask staff support and sign. Fax it in no later than 8:30AM Tuesday, to B96-586-6281
write 3ill, date of meeting anc time, meeting room on fax sheer.

Thanks,

virginia

The message is ready o be sent with the following file or link attachments:

5B2472 502 3.12.2014 hearing Staff
Note: Tc protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent sending or receiving

certain types of file attachments, Check your e-mail security settings to determine how
attachments are handled.

MAR-10-2014 DE:3EPM  FAX: 10: MORIKAWA , DEE PAGE: i34 R=95%
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Date: March 11, 2014

To: Honorable Representative Angus McKelvey, Chair, Committee on
Consumer Protection and Commerce

Hearing:
Date: Wednesday, March 12, 2014,
Time: 8:30 AM
Place: Conference Room 329, State Capitol

RE: §B2472, D2, Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

We strongly support SB2472, SD2 to license both occupational therapists (OTR) and
occupational therapy assistants (OTA) in Hawaii. At Rehabilitation Hospital of the
Pacific, occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants are an integral
part of the rehabilitation process.

The occupational therapy practitioners provide services to inpatients and
outpatients who suffered a stroke, brain injury, spinal cord injury, hip fractures,
amputations and other neurological and/or orthopedic related conditions. They
optimize each patient’s ability to perform life skills at home, at school, at work and
in the community.

Licensure provides the highest form of government regulation and will protect the
consumer’s health, safety and welfare. Many insurance payers also recognize
licensed individuals and reimburse services provided by these licensed individuals.
Medicare and Medicaid recognize the qualified occupational therapy practitioners
and reimburse their services. This bill alsc expands the scope of Occupational
Therapy practice in Hawaii.

We request you and your committee’s support by passing this bill, which would
make Hawaii the 50t State to license occupational therapists and the 49t State to
license occupational therapy assistants. Thank you for this opportunity to provide
testimony. :

Sincerely,

Staff at Rehabilitation Hospital of the Pacific

Please see page 2.
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HAWAI'l PACIFIC HEALTH

55 Merchant Street 808-535-7401
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813-4333 Kapi‘olani « Pali Momi « Straub « Wilcox www.hawaiipacifichealth.org

Wednesday — March 12, 2014 - 8:30am

Conference Room 329

The House Committee on Health ]J‘rl‘lz

To: Representative Della Au Belatti, Chair
Representative Dee Morikawa, Vice Chair

From: Michael Robinson, Executive Director
Philanthropy & Government Relations

Re: SB 2472 SD2 Testimony in Support
Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

My name is Michael Robinson, and | am the Executive Director of Philanthropy &
Government Relations for Hawai'‘i Pacific Health (HPH). HPH is a nonprofit health care
system and the state’s largest health care provider anchored by its four nonprofit
hospitals: Kapi‘olani Medical Center for Women & Children, Pali Momi Medical Center,
Straub Clinic & Hospital and Wilcox Memorial Hospital on Kauai. HPH is committed to
providing the highest quality medical care and service to the people of Hawai‘i and the
Pacific Region through its four affiliated hospitals, 49 outpatient clinics and service sites,
more than 6,300 employees and 1,300 physicians on staff.

Hawai‘i Pacific Health supports SB 2472 SD2 which establishes licensing requirements
and improves the regulation of occupational therapists and occupational therapy
assistants.

Occupational therapists play an essential role in providing rehabilitative treatment for
patients with permanent disabilities, chronic pain, and terminally ill patients of all ages.
Given the impact that occupational therapy has on the quality of life of our patients, we
believe licensing is necessary to ensure that workforce standards are established and
continuously maintained.

We ask for your help and support in passing SB 2472 SD2 from this committee. Thank
you.

AT PALI MOMIN FOR WOMEN & CHILDREN \ CLINIC & HOSPITAL
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Affiliates of Hawai'i Pacific Health
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826 S. King Streat
Honolufy, Hawaii 96813
Telephone (B08) 523-9043
Fax {808) 526-0673

WCHART [l

Comprehensive Healh &
Active Rehabilitaticn Training

An Employee Ownsd Company

To:  Honorable Representative Della Au Belatti (via facsimile #808-586-6281)
RE: Bill No. SB 2472 (March 12, 2014 at 8:30 a.m.)

Dear Representative Belatti:

Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony regarding SB 2472. My name is Norman T.
Kawakami, Executive Vice President, and I am writing on behalf of the 34 employee owners of
CHART Rchabilitation of Hawaii, Inc. in STRONG SUPPORT of SB 2472 10 license both
occupational therapists (OTR) and occupational therapy assistants (OTA) in Hawaii.

CHART Rehabilitation of Hawaii, is an Employee Stock Ownership Plan (ESOP) organization that
has been successfully providing physical and occupational therapy services in Hawaii since 1979.

As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license occupational therapists
(OTR) and one of 3 remaining states that does not license Occupational Therapy Assistants.

At CHART Rehabilitation, occupational therapy practitioners have played a vital role in providing
much needed physical rehabilitation and other ancillary services to thousands of Hawaii residents with
injuries related to work, auto accidents, aging, sports, and overuse.

We strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of professional oversight and will continue
to: (1) Safeguard the public’s health, safety and welfare; (2) Protect those seeking occupational
therapy services from incompetent persons and persons not qualified to perform these services; (3)
Require the highest degree of professional conduct on the part of occupational therapists and
occupational therapy assistants; and (4) Provide the highest quality of occupational services in Hawaii.
This bill will also help to further define the scope of Occupational Therapy practice.

We hppe that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill. If you have any
questions, please fecl free to call Kevin Takaki, or me at 523-9043. Thank you again for this
opportunity to provide testimony.

W) fonbin,

Norman T. Kawakami
Executive Vice President
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Date: January 27, 2014

To: Honorable Representative Angus McKelvey, Senator Susanne Chun Oakland, Senator Rosalyn Baker,
Senator Brian Taniguchi, and Senator Glenn Wakai.

Hearing: No scheduled hearing date at this time.
RE: SB 2472 & HE 2042

We employ occupational therapists and vccupational therapy assistants throughout our organization on
Ozhu and Kavai. Ohana Pacific Management Company owns and operates four skilled nursing and
rehabilitation centers servicing aimost 400 clients daily. Many of these clients require intensive therapy
services to be able to reach their highest functional level and return to their homes or the least restrictive :
environment. We support HB 2042 and SB 2472 requiring licensure for both cccupational therapists (OTR) i
and occupational therapy assistants (OTA) in Hawaii.

As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state that does not carrently license Occupational Therapists
(OTR) and one of three remaining states that does not license Occupational Therapy Assistants,

At Ohana Pacific Management Company accupational therapy practitioners play an integral part in the care
and services of Hawaii residents needing therapy modalities. The goal to allow residents to live their life to
the fullest possible potential with the highest attainable functionality is necessary through integrated and
intensive therapy services. The licensure requirement provides additional confidence in the therapist
abilities and knowledge contributing to the health and well-being of those in cur care.

We strongly contend that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight and will continue
ta: 1) safeguard the public’s health, safety and welfare; 2) Protect those seeking occupational therapy
services from incompetent persons and persons not qualified to perform these services; 3) Require the
highest degree of professianal conduct on the part of occupational therapists and occupational therapy
assistants and 4) Provide the highest quality of occupational therapy services in Hawaii. This bill will also
further define the scope of Occupational Therapy practice.

~ We hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this hill which would provide
full licensure for both occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii. 1f you have
any additional questions, | can be reached at 808-284-6762 or email vkishaba@chanapacific.com.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,

Rxérd gshaha, President .

Ohana Pacific Management Company
45-181 Waikalua Road
Kaneghe, Hl 96744
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From: Kari 2 <karihashi@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, March 10, 2014 12:14 PM

To: HLTtestimony

Subject: Re: SB 2472, SD2 - Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

To: Representative Della Au Belatti, Chair, Committee on Health
Representative Dee Morikawa, Vice Chair, Committee on Health

Hearing: Wednesday, March 12, 8:30 am, conference room #329
Re: SB 2472, SD2 - Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

I am an occupational therapist and | strongly support SB 2472 to license both occupational therapists (OTR) and
occupational therapy assistants (OTA) in Hawaii.

As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license Occupational Therapists (OTR) and one of 3
remaining states that does not license Occupational Therapy Assistants. Occupational therapy practitioners play an
integral part in helping people across the lifespan participate meaningfully in the things they want or need to do through
the therapeutic use of everyday activities (occupations).

I strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight and will continue to: 1) safeguard the
public's health, safety and welfare; 2) Protect those seeking occupational therapy services from incompetent persons
and persons not qualified to perform these services; 3) Require the highest degree of professional conduct on the part
of occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants and 4) Provide the highest quality of occupational
therapy services in Hawaii. This bill will also further define the scope of Occupational Therapy practice.

| hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill which would provide full licensure for
both occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii. If you have any additional questions, | can
be reached at karihashi@gmail.com. Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Kari Whitaker, OTR

karihashi@gmail.com

Sent from my iPad



Date: March 10, 2014

To: Honorable Representative Della Au Belatti, Chair, Committee on Health and Committee
Members

Hearing:
Date: Wednesday, March 12, 2014,
Time: 8:30 AM
Place: Conference Room 329, State Capitol

RE: SB2472, SD2, Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

[ am an occupational therapist who is employed at the Rehabilitation Hospital of the Pacific. 1
strongly support SB 2472, SD2 to license both occupational therapists (OTR) and occupational
therapy assistants (OTA) in Hawaii.

At the Rehabilitation Hospital of the Pacific, occupational therapy practitioners play an integral
part in the rehabilitation process of those who suffered a stroke, brain injury, spinal cord injury,
hip fractures, amputations and other neurological and/or orthopedic related conditions.

Licensure provides the highest form of government regulation and will continue to: protect the
public’s health, safety and welfare. Insurance payers recognize licensed professionals, thus,
reimburse services provided by licensed individuals. This bill will also further define the scope of
Occupational Therapy practice in Hawaii.

I request that you and your committee support passage of this bill, which would make Hawaii the
50th State to license occupational therapists and the 49t State to license occupational therapy
assistants. If you have any additional questions, I may be reached at vtully@rehabhospital.org or
544-3336. Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,

Virginia Tully, OTR, MBA
Director, Continuous Improvement and Compliance
Rehabilitation Hospital of the Pacific
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From: Avis Cutright <fakcutright@hawaii.rr.com>
Sent: Monday, March 10, 2014 8:18 PM

To: HLTtestimony

Subject: SB2472 - Licensure Bill

To: Representative Della Au Belatti, Chair, Committee on Health
Representative Dee Morikawa, Vice Chair, Committee on Health

Hearing: Wednesday, March 12, 8:3@ am, conference room #329

Re: SB 2472, SD2 - Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

I am an Occupational Therapist and I strongly support SB 2472 to license both occupational
therapists (OTR) and occupational therapy assistants (OTA) in Hawaii.

As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license Occupational
Therapists (OTR) and one of 3 remaining states that does not license Occupational Therapy
Assistants. Occupational therapy practitioners play an integral part in helping people across
the lifespan participate meaningfully in the things they want or need to do through the
therapeutic use of everyday activities (occupations).

I strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight and will
continue to: 1) safeguard the public's health, safety and welfare; 2) Protect those seeking
occupational therapy services from incompetent persons and persons not qualified to perform
these services; 3) Require the highest degree of professional conduct on the part of occupational
therapists and occupational therapy assistants and 4) Provide the highest quality of
occupational therapy services in Hawaii. This bill will also further define the scope of
Occupational Therapy practice.

I hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon p assage of this bill which would
provide full licensure for both occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants in
Hawaii. If you have any additional questions, I can be reached at avis.cutright@gmail.com or
(808)358-0114. Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,

e v Cuckrogt of, 6TV
Avis M. Cutright, O]%

UCPA of Hawaii



Date: March 10,2014

To: Honorable Representative Della Au Belatti, Chair of the House of
Representatives Committee on Health

To: Honorable Representative Dee Morikawa, Vice Chair of the House of
Representatives Committee on Health

RE: SB 2472 sd2 A Bill for an Act Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

Hearing: March 12,2014, 8:30 AM, Conference Room #329

We are occupational therapists employed at Hawaii Hand and Rehabilitation
Services. We strongly support SB 2472 to license both occupational therapists
(OTR) and occupational therapy assistants (OTA) in Hawaii.

As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license
Occupational Therapists (OTR) and one of 3 remaining states that does not license
Occupational Therapy Assistants.

At Hawaii Hand and Rehabilitation Services occupational therapy practitioners play
an integral part in providing skilled rehabilitation services to patients with hand,
wrist and elbow injuries to increase their ability to return to being a productive,
functional member of the community. The occupational therapists help pts improve
the motion, strength and coordination of their hand to resume their roles as
employees, students, parents, grandparents...

We strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight
and will continue to: 1) safeguard the public’s health, safety and welfare; 2) Protect
those seeking occupational therapy services from incompetent persons and persons
not qualified to perform these services; 3) Require the highest degree of
professional conduct on the part of occupational therapists and occupational
therapy assistants and 4) Provide the highest quality of occupational therapy
services in Hawaii. This bill will also further define the scope of Occupational
Therapy practice.

We hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill
which would provide full licensure for both occupational therapists and
occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii. If you have any additional questions, we
can be reached at 593-2830. Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.



Sincerely,

Sheri Azama, OTD, OTR, CHT
Kelli Higuchi, OTR, CHT

Tammy Momohara OTR, CHT
Bonnie Moy, OTR

Arlene Ono, OTR, CHT

Michele Sugiyama, MS, OTR, CHT
Carol Yee, MPH, OTR, CHT

Hawaii Hand and Rehabilitation Services
1401 S. Beretania Street, Suite 730
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814

593-2830



To:  Honorable Representative Della Au Bellati, Chair
House Committee on Health

From: Tiffany-Joy H. Kawaguchi, OTD, BSOT
Date: March 10, 2014

Re: Testimony in support of S.B. 2472, SD 2 — Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

I am an occupational therapist employed at Rehabilitation Hospital of the Pacific. I am also an educator
in a local occupational therapy assistant program where more than 30 students are trained in the art and
science of enabling individuals through every day activities known as “occupation.” 1 strongly support
SB-2472, SD2 to license both occupational therapists (OTR) and occupational therapy assistants (OTA)
in Hawaii.

Occupational therapy practitioners play an integral part in the process of rehabilitation and habilitation.
Occupational therapists are skilled at facilitating pro-social behaviors in consumers who have mental
illness, teaching adults who have experienced neurological diseases and disorders to perform everyday
activities such as eating, dressing, and bathing, engaging children to thrive in occupations of childhood
such as playing with peers and learning in inclusive classroom settings, evaluating persons who have
various impairments for eligibility with adapted public transportation services, and stimulating aged
adults with or without cognitive and memory impairments in culturally-sensitive, orienting activities.

During the Senate hearings more than 40 testimonies were provided and were in favor of this measure.
The Senate Committees on Commerce & Consumer Protection, Health, and Ways and Means
overwhelming voted for passage of this measure. In addition, the Occupational Therapy Association of
Hawaii has worked in collaboration with the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs and both
parties are in agreement of the current version of the bill.

I strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight and will continue to: 1)
Safeguard the public’s health, safety and welfare, 2) Protect those seeking occupational therapy services
from incompetent persons and persons not qualified to perform these services, 3) Require the highest
degree of professional conduct on the part of occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants,
and 4) Provide the highest quality of occupational therapy services in Hawaii. This bill will also further
define the scope of Occupational Therapy practice.

I hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill which would provide full
licensure for both occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii. If you have any
additional questions, I can be reached at tkawagu@hawaii.edu or (808) 734-9229. Thank you for this
opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,

Tiffany-Joy H. Kawaguchi, OTD, BSOT
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From: Donna Lee <smilingheart@hawaii.rr.com>
Sent: Monday, March 10, 2014 9:28 PM

To: HLTtestimony

Subject: SB2472 SD2 Occupational Therapy Bill

Dear Rep. Della Au Belatti (Chair)

| am an occupational therapist in favor of this bill that would ensure licensure of Occupational Therapists and
Occupational Therapy Assistants. Licensure will not only safe guard the health and safety of our clients/patients, but
also keep incompetent practitioners from other states from practicing in Hawaii. Licensure will also ensure public access
and insurance coverage for our clients as Medicare, Medicaid and other insurers such as HMSA look towards 'licensed'
professionals and Occupational Therapy as licensed services. Also this bill would move into a proactive mode to the
public's health and safety versus reactive mode should a detrimental event occur.

During the Senate hearings more than 40 testimonies were provided and were in favor of this measure. The Senate
Committees on Commerce & Consumer Protection, Health and WAM overwhelming voted for passage of this measure.
In addition, the Occupational Therapy Association of Hawaii has worked in collaboration with the DCCA and both parties
are in agreement of the current version of the bill. We hope that you will look favorably upon SB 2472,5D 2. If you have
any questions, | can be reached at 433-0613.

Thank you!

Sincerely,

Donna Lee, OTR

Dept. Of Veterans' Affairs
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From: Sheryl Nakanishi <kandsnakanishi@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, March 10, 2014 8:33 PM

To: HLTtestimony

Subject: DB 2472, SD2 - Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

To: Representative Della Au Belatti, Chair, Committee on Health
Representative Dee Morikawa, Vice Chair, Committee on Health

Hearing: Wednesday, March 12, 8:30 am, conference room #329

Re: SB 2472, SD2 - Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

I am an occupational therapist and I strongly support SB 2472 to license both occupational therapists (OTR) and
occupational therapy assistants (OTA) in Hawaii.

As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license Occupational Therapists (OTR)
and one of 3 remaining states that does not license Occupational Therapy Assistants. Occupational therapy
practitioners play an integral part in helping people across the lifespan participate meaningfully in the things
they want or need to do through the therapeutic use of everyday activities (occupations).

I strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight and will continue to: 1)
safeguard the public's health, safety and welfare; 2) Protect those seeking occupational therapy services from
incompetent persons and persons not qualified to perform these services; 3) Require the highest degree of
professional conduct on the part of occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants and 4) Provide
the highest quality of occupational therapy services in Hawaii. This bill will also further define the scope of
Occupational Therapy practice.

I hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill which would provide full
licensure for both occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii. If you have any
additional questions, I can be reached at kandsnakanishi@gmail.com or 808-389-5842. Thank you for this
opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
Sheryl Nakanishi, OTR
Manager, Pali Momi Rehabilitation Services
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Date: March 10, 2014

To: Representative Della Au Belatti, Chair, Committee on Health
Representative Dee Morikawa, Vice Chair, Committee on Health

Hearing: Wednesday, March 12, 8:30 am, conference room #329

Re: SB 2472, SD2 - Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

My name is Dr. Melvin Yee. | am a Neurologist practicing in Hawaii. The
occupational therapist plays an integral and importantrole in the rehabilitation of
my patients many of which have sustained serious neurologic impairments from
diseases such as Stroke, Parkinson’s, Alzheimers, Multiple Sclerosis, Muscular
Dystrophies and a host of other conditions which affect the brain, muscles and
nerves. Occupational Therapists help my patients once again become functional
members of the community.

The aecupational therapists have demonstrated competency by adhering to
my rehabilitation protocol in guiding my patients to have the best functional
recovery which in turns leads them to returning to their daily activities without
significant complications or impairments.

Due to the varying degrees of injury and severity with my patients, 1 feel that
licensure is imperative in ensuring that qualified occupational therapists continue to
provide my patients, your family members and your constituents with optimuem
care. [ urge you and your committee members to pass this bill.

Sincerely,

e,

Melvin Yee, M.D.

Associate Professor of Medicine
Chief, Division of Neurology
John A. Burns School of Medicine
523-5885

MAR-11-20149 88630 FAA: unknown ID: MORIKAWA DEE PRoE: 8B4 R=935%




March 10, 2014

To: Representative Della Au Belatti - Chair, Health

Hearing: Wednesday, March 12, 2014, Room 329 - 8:30 a.m.
Re: SB2472, SD2 - Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

1 am an occupational therapist employed at Kaiser Permanente in Wailuku, Hawaii.
[ strongly support SB 2472, SD2 to license both occupational therapists (OTR) and
occupational therapy assistants (OTA) in Hawail

Currently, Hawaii is the only state that does not license occupational therapists. In
addition, Hawaii is the one of 3 remaining states that does not license occupational
therapy assistants,

At Kaiser Permanente, occupational therapy practitioners play an integral role in
the rehabilitation of patients with a variety of diagnoses. [ work with people who
are trying to regain their independence after stroke, burns, bone fracture, head
injury, cardiac events, spinal cord injury and many more. | provide care for every
age group from newborns to our most elderly members. We keep people in their
homes and as independent and as active in their communities as possible.

We strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight
and will continue to safeguard the public’s health, safety and welfare along with
protecting those seeking occupational therapy services from incompetent persons
or persons not qualified to perform these services. Licensure will also require the
highest degree of professional conduct on the part of QT practitioners in Hawail.
This bill will also further define the scope of Occupational Therapy practice in
Hawaii.

[ hope that your committee will look favorably upon passage of this bill. If you have

any questions, | can be reached at Nancv.Zionkowski@KP.org. Thank you for this
opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,

Nancy Zionkowski, OTR
Kaiser Permanente
Maui Lani Elua Clinic

75 Maui Lani Parkway
Wailuku, HI 96793
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January 28, 2014

Dear Respected Members of Gavernment,

My name is Kimberley Wirsing and ) am a board certified orthopaedic surgeon with a fellowship
speciatization in hand surgery. The occupationatl therapist plays an integral and equal role in the care
and rehabilitation of the majority of my patients. Together we treat such Injurles as fractures of the
hand and wrist, tendaon injuries, amputations, and nerve injuries,

The occupational therapists that | have been fortunate enough to work with here in Hawaii
demonstrate competency daily by adhering to rehabiiitation protocols and guiding my patients to their
best functional outcorme. This allows patients to return to their dally activities in an efficient and wise
manner. An additional benefit of the therapist/patient interaction is that by actively participating in
their own recovery patients are empowered and feel like they are taking ownership of their pwn health
and recovery.

Due to the complexity of my patients with upper extremity injuries and the important constant
rofe the therapists play in their care | feel that licensure is imperative in ensuring that qualified
occupational therapists can continue to serve in this role. For the sake of my patients many of whom
are not only your constituents by may be family members and friends, | urge you and your committes
members to pass this bitf,

Sincerely,

Kimberiey Wirsing

80 Mahalani Street

Wailuku, Hi 96733

a1
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March 11,2014
TO: Representative Della Au Belatti - Chair, Health
RE: SB2472, SD2 - Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

Hearing: Wednesday, March 12,2014 — Room 329 — 8:30 a.m.

My name is Edna Noda and 1 have been a consumer of Occupational Therapy
services at Straub Clinic and Hospital. | am asking that you support this bill that
would license both Occupational Therapists and Occupational Therapy Assistants in
Hawaii,

I injured all of my fingers in both hands while trying to prevent an iron gate
from falling off its track. Needless to say, [ had to undergo surgery by an orthopedic
surgeon to place pins in my fingers to repair all of the broken bones. After surgery,
my doctor referred me to Straub where the occupational therapist had to design and
make two spectfal hand splints to not only protect the pins, but to allow healing of all
of the bones. After one month, I was sent back to see my occupational therapist and
under her guidance 1 was taught exercises that would help me regain the motion
and strength in my hands. One takes things for granted, but the simplest things like
brushing your teeth, washing your hair, cutting with a knife and even driving were
challenges that I faced. My occupational therapist encouraged me and provided
step-by-step instructions and I have now "graduated” from 0.T. Without
rehabilitation professionals like the occupational therapists, I would probably have
not been able to regain my hand function.

For the sake of consumers like myself, [ ask that your committee look
favorably upon licensing Occupational Therapists and Assistants in Hawail. Thank
you for your time.

Sincerely,

Edna Noda
Occupational Therapy Patient
(808) 342-1726
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March 11,2014
TO: Representative Della Au Belatti - Chair, Health
RE: SB2472, SD2 - Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

Hearing: Wednesday, March 12, 2014 - Room 329 - 8:30 a.m.

My name is Jobn A. Jiuliano, M.D. and I am a board certified Orthopedic Hand
and Upper Extrerusty Surgeon. The occupational therapist plays an integral and
Jmportantrolc in the mhabmmnonofmypmmtsmany of which have sustained mjurics
ranging from hand and wrist fractures, tendon injunies, amputations, joint replacements,
nerve injuries and microvascular reconstruction in both children and aduits.

. The occupational therapists have demonstrated competency by adhering to my
rehabilitation protocol in guiding my patients to have the best functional recovery which
in turns leads them to returning to their daily activities without significant complications
or mpamn-m

 Due b the varying degrees of injury and severity with my patients, I feel that
licensure is imperative in ensuring that qualified occupational therapists continue to
provzde my patients, your family members and your constituents with optimum care. For
the sake of my patients and your constituents, § urge you and Your committee members to
pass this SB 2472, ;

John A. Jichano, MLD.

1329 Lusitana Street, Suate 501
Honololy, HL. 96813

(808)- 522-0633
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Date: March 11, 2014

To: Reprasentative Della Au Belatti, Chair, Committee on Health
Representative Dee Morikawa, Vice Chair, Committee on Health
Hearing: Wedrnesday, March 12, 8:30 am, conference room #329

Re: S8 2472, SD2 - Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

My rame is Sharon Lienerman and 1 was a patient at Occupational
Therapy services at Hawaii Hand & Rehabilitation Servicas LLC. | am
as«ing that vou support this oill that would license both Occupational
Therapists and Occupational Therapy Assistants in Hawaii.

[fractured my wristin a fall and was initialiy seen and treated by an
orthopedic surgeon. He placed me in a cast for a period of time and
after remov ng the cast he referred me for occupational therapy. The
occupational therapists custom fabricated the splint the surgeon
requested to continue to protect the wrist from further injury during
the remainder of the healing process. The therapists | worked with at
Hawaii Hand & Rehabilitation worked with me and trained me on
exercises I could do on my own at home as part of the treatment pian to
ensure that | attained the strength in my wrist and range of motion in
my wrist that [ haa before the injury. It took a pericd of time working
with the therapists to achiove cur goals, but their professionalism and
desire tn s2e me recover enabled me to do 30 in a very efficient and
effective muanner,

i ask your commitiee look favorably upon licensing Occupational

Therapists and Assistants in Hawait. Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
i e /‘
Ib' & ) ) B \‘ g "'
=t ;i.ﬁ;'}.{‘_ | :.-"‘\ P ‘"

Sharon Lieberman
808-781-6211
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Date: March 11, 2014

To: Representative Delia Au Belatti, Chair, Committee on Health
Representative Dee Morikawa, Vice Chair, Commitiee on Health

Hearing: Wednesday, March 12, 8:30 am, conference room #329

Re: SB 2472, 5D2 - Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

My name is Walter Licberman and | have been a patient at Occupational
Therapy services e Hawaii Hand & Rehabilitation Services LLC. [am
asking that you sunport this bill that would license both Occupational
Therapists and Occupational Therapy Assistants in Hawaii.

[ had to undergo surgary by an orthopedic surgeon. After my surgery,
my hand was very stiff and my range of motion very limited. My
surgeon referred rae for occupationai therapy services. The
occupational therapists { worked with 2t Hawail Hand & Rehabilitation
Services were very professicnal and extremely knowledgeable in
worlking with me to improve my condition, so the I could begin the
required exercises and treatments tc enable me to regamn the range of
motion that was lost and the strength to do my required daily activities.
It is amazing how we all take the simple things in life for granted until
we you are ne fonger to complets these simple tasks on our own any
longer. With the professional treatment that [ receivad by these
occupational therapists, | was quickly able to regain the ability to once
again complete these daily living tasks on my own.

| strongly urge your committee iook fzvorably upon licensing
Occupational Therapists and Assistants in Hawail. Thank you for your
rime.
Stncerelyn

i

{{/f‘lﬁy{. /vy"’ &F e

Walter Lieberman
808-781-6210
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Date: March 11, 2014

To: Representative Della Au Belatt, Chair, Committee on Health
Representative Dae Morikawa, Vice Chair, Committee on Health

Hearing: Wednesday, March 12, 8:30 am, conference room #329

Re: SB 2472, SD2 - Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

My name is Dr. Gary Blum. 1 am a boeard certified Orthopedic Hand and Upper
Extremity Surgeon. The occupational therapist plays an integral and important roie
in the rehabilitation of my patients, many of which have sustained injuries ranging
from hand and wrist fractures, tendon injuries, amputations, joint replatements,
nerve injuries and microvascular reconstruction in both children and adults.

The occupational therapists have demonstrated competency by z?dhering to
my rehabilitation protoce! in guiding my patients to have the best functional
recovery which in turns jeads them to returning to thetr daily activities without
significant complicatiors or impairments. ]

Due 1o the varying degrees of injury and severity with my patiens, 1 feel that
{icensure is imperative in ensuring that qualified occupational therapists continue to
provide my patients, your family members and your constituents with optimum
care. Lurge you ahd your committee members to pass this bill.

Sircerely,
p ¢ 77
'_. i 7/

{ AN

AVl

Gary Blum, M.DI.

Orthopedic Associates

1461 Beretania Street, Suite £#750 ‘

Honotulu, Hawaii 968141 \

324-2663 |
\
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Date: March 11, 2014

To: Representative Della Au Belatti, Chair, Committee on Health
Representative Dee Morikawa, Vice Chair, Committee on Health

Hearing: Wednesday, March 12, 8:30 am, conference room #329

Re: SB 2472, SD2 - Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

My narnc is Dr. Dame! Singer. | am 2 board certified Orthopedic Hand and
Upper Extremity Surgeon. The occuparional therapist plays an integral and
importar:t role in the rehabiiitation of my patients, many of which have sustained
injuries ranging from hand and wrist fractures, tendon injuries, amputations, joint
replacemnents, nerve injuries and microvascular reconstruction in bozth children and
ad ults.

The occupational therapists have demonstrated competency by adhering to
my rehabilitation protocol in guiding my patients to have the best functional
recovery Which in turns leads them to returning 0 their daily activities without
significant complications or impairments.

Due to the varying degrees of injury and severity with my patients, I fee!l that
licensurt is imperative it ensuring that qualified occupational therapists continue to
provide my patients, your family members and your constituents with optimum
care. ! urge you and vour committee members to pass this bill.

Sincerdly,

y / ,
| ;’,‘7 /

Daniel Smger, M.D.

Orthopedic Associates

1401 Beretania Street, Suite #7550
Honolulu, Hawail 96814
£21-8109
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Date: March 11, 2014

To:; Representative Della ‘Aau Belatti, Chair, Commmitiee on Health
Representative Dee Morikawa, Vice Chair, Committee on Health

Hearing: Wednesday, March 12, 8:30 am, conference room #329

Re: 58 2472, SD2 - Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

My name is Dr. Robert Atkinson. | am a beard certified Orthopedic Hand and
Upper Extremity Surgeon. The occupational therapist plays ar integral and
important role in the rehabilitation of my patients, many of which have sustained
injuries ranging from hand and wrist fractures, tendon injuries, amputations, joint
replacements, nerve injuries and microvascular reconstruction in both children and
adults.

The occupational therapists have demonstrated competency by adhering to
my rehahilitation protocol in guiding my patients to have the best functiona!
recovery which in turns l2ads them to returning to their daily activities without
significant complications or impairments,

Due to the varying degrees of injury and severity with my patients, | fee} that
licensure is imperative in ensuring that qualified occupational therapists continue ¢
provide my patients, your family members and your constituents with optimum
care. } urge you and your committee ;members t pass this bill.

Sincerely,
7
A

A 7P IS
Robert Atkinson, M.D.
Orthopedic Associates
1401 Beretania Street, Suite #750
Honeolulu, Hawaii 95814
521-8128
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Committee ou Consumer Protection and Commerce

Testimony for SB2472, SD2, Relating to ccupational Therapy Practice

Date: 3/11/14

To: Honorable Representative Angus McKelvey, Chair
Honorable Reprasentative Derek S.K. Kaw:kami, Vice Chair

Hearing: Wednesday March 12, 2014 8:30 am
Conference Room 329 State Capitol
415 South Eeretania Street

[ am an Occupational Therapist employed with Physical Therapy Services, LLC. Our
company provides Physical, Occupational, and speech and Language Therapies at
Arcadia Retirement Residence and 15 Craigsid:: for their ICF and SNF uaits. |
strongly support SBZ472, SD2, Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice both
occupational therapists (OTR) and occupationz| therapy assistants (OTA) in Hawal.

As part of the Rehabilitation Team for Physical Therapy Services, LLC, (iccupational
Therapists play an integral part in returning the patient to their prior level of
function after an illness/injury/and or a catastrophic medical incident such as
stroke; in the areas of self-care (bathing, dressing self, toileting, self-feeding) and
home management tasks {cooking/kitchen activities, laundry, etc.). 1d)home
assessments and make recommendations for adaptive devices/aides/tools to
increase the patient’s independence and safety to return back to his/her own home
upon discharge. We work with patients to impiove their arm and hand function. We
work with physical therapy to improve the patient’s ability to transfer opeseif from
one surface to anothzr, but applying it to transferring to the toilet, or tub/shower
stall. We also work closely with Speech Therapist when the goal is for tae person to
feed him or berself We communicate and work with the nursing staff : bout the
patient’s bowel/blac der program and self -management in regards to their
medications. At the SNF, Occupational Therapists are key players in the
interdisciplinary approach for the success of the patients’ rehabilitation program.
We are a vital part of the team and we provide specialized and highly skilled
services to improve 'he patient’s function and skill level sooner by working with the
patient based on our scope of practice that is different than Physical Therapy and or
Speech-Language Therapy.

I strongly feel that licensure provides the highcst form of government «versight and
will continue to: 1) safeguard the public’s heali h, safety and welfare sitce we work
in critical care areas and medical facilities; 2) Frotect those seeking occupational
therapy services from incompetent persotis and/or persons not qualif ed to
perform these services; 3) Require the highest degree of professional conduct on the
part of occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants an«l 4] Provide

MAR-11-2014 BT :52AM FAX:8B2 456 9722 ID: MOR IKAWA, DEE FRGE: 902 R=95Sx



93sil/2ald a7 31 8B5-—-456-3722 FEDEX OFFICE 28BE

2ZjPage

the highest quality of occupational therapy services in Hawaii. This bill will also
further define the scope of Occupational Therapy practice.

1 hope that you and your commitiee will look favorably upon passage of this bill
which would provide full icensure for both occupational therapists anc
occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii. Lice:isure provides the highe st form of
government regulation and will protect the cor sumer’s health, safety and welfare.

I request that you and your comnittee pass this biil, which would make Hawaii the
S0th State to license occupational therapists and the 49th State to license
occupational therapy assistants. Thank vou for this opportunity to provide
testimony, If you have any additional questions. I can be reached at 80& 389 9638 or

email at hawaiihelleywork@gmail.com. Thank you for this opportunits to provide
testimony.

Sincerely,
len. ﬁ“m’”‘"“%qoﬂf‘“

Keri Yamamoto, OTR
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LETTER OF TESTIMONY
Date: March 11, 2014

To: Representative Della Au Belatti, Chair, Committee on Health
Representative Dee Morikawa, Vice Chair, Committee on Health
Hearing: Wednesday, March 12, 8:30 am, conference room #329

_ Re. SB 2472,5D2 - Relath\g_'ﬁ_?tﬁqggggnal Therapy Practice

My name is f¥ocse e and [ have been a consumer of Occupational
Therapy services at Hawaii Hand & Rehabilitation Services. 1am asking that you
support this bill that would licerse both Occupational Therapists and Occuparional
Therapy Assistants in Hawaii.

[ was very fortunate 1o have a comgpetent and caring occupational therapist
that worked with me to regain use of mv hand for my injury. Therefore, I kindly ask
that you look favorably on this bill that would allow full licensure for Occupational
Therapists in Hawaii. There services are invaluable.

Injury/condition sustained: Froctace § bendsa wjuy
Course of therapy: improve. Tange ef wotunm ¢ hany Tuadhon

SEH’!C&;[V&?CE:L‘EZd {brace, home program, formal therapy) brece Viewe Barese
Rewenoon Fovmal Sa Ty

What I couldn’t do: o da vat Mo Sngee] Cald net Sree ) Could net Corvy e et
What I can do now: saude wgross Sadeds DAY decacesed goin ol Gud e ettt wa th Gy
Y G s o Wond Suedian N usa ey, Mol ﬁ\m\-\‘s

For the sake of consumers like myself, | ask that your committee ook

favorably upon licensing Occupational Therapists and Assistants in Hawaii. Thank
you for your time.

Sincere!\
Paneml\lame FRancoue Camtowy
Teiephone Number qan. 331 e < Mcdasg, o '--)
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LATE

TO: Representative Della Au Belatti- Chair of Committee on Health

Date: March 11, 2014

RE: SB2472SD2-Relating te Occupational Therepy Practice

liearing: March 12,2014, 8:30 am, Room 329

My name is Dr. Peter Lum and | em a Board Certified Physical Medicine and
Rehabilitation Specialist. Occupational therapists blay an integral and important
role in the rehabilitation of my patients, most of whom have sustained injuries while
working. They have demonstra:ed competency ov adhering to my rehabilitation
protocols in guiding my patients to have the best functional recovery which in turn
leads them to returning to their daily activities with the least amount of
complications or impairments.

Due to the varying degrees of injury and severity with my patients, | feel that
licensure is imperative in ensuring that qualified occupational therapists continue to
provide my patients, your family members and your constituents with optimum
cara. For the sake of my patients and vour constituents, | urge you and your
cominittee members to pass this bill.

Sincerely,

Dr. Peter Lam
432-3100
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To: Representative Della Au Belatti, Chair, Committee on Health l J‘ ‘J

Representative Dee Morikawa, Vice Chair, Committee on Health

From: Jennifer Zaryske, OTA student
Date: March 12, 2014

Re: Testimony in support of SB 2472, SD2 relating to licensing of Occupational Therapists and
Occupational Therapy Assistants

I am currently a student at Kapi‘olani Community College, Occupational Therapy Assistant program. | am
training to someday be a Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant in the state of Hawaii. | chose this
profession for my associate’s degree because | feel that working with those who are disabled and making
a difference in their quality of life is the most rewarding way for me to give back to the community.

Currently Hawaii is one of only 3 states that do not license its Occupational Therapists (OTR) or its
Occupational Therapy Assistants (OTA). Licensing in any health care profession is an opportunity for
government oversight in 1) protecting the public’s health, safety and welfare 2) providing the highest
quality of occupational therapy to patients 3) insuring the highest standards of professional conduct from
occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants 4) protecting patients seeking occupational
therapy from persons not qualified in performing these services.

I strongly support passing SB 2472,SD2 in favor of full licensure of Occupational Therapists and
Occupational Therapy Assistants in Hawaii. | am writing you today to ask you for your support in
passing such an important bill. Your assistance in this matter is much appreciated

Sincerely,

Jennifer Zaryske
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To: Rep. Della Au Bellati - Chair, House Committee on Health ‘1 4_‘

Hearing: Wed. Mar. 12, 2014 - 8:30 a.m. - Conference Room 329

From: Jennifer Renasia
Date: March 11, 2014

Re: Testimony in support of S.B. 2472, SD-2 — Relating to Occupational Therapy Practice

I am a student from the Kapiolani Community College Occupational Therapy Assistant Program. As
a future occupational therapy assistant (OTA), I am training in the art and science of enabling
individuals through every day activities known as “occupation.”

As you may be aware, Hawaii is the only state that does not currently license Occupational
Therapists (OTR) and one of 3 remaining states that does not license Occupational Therapy
Assistants (OTA).

"During the Senate hearings more than 40 testimonies were provided and were in favor of this
measure. The Senate Committees on Commerce & Consumer Protection, Health and WAM
overwhelming voted for passage of this measure. In addition, the Occupational Therapy Association
of Hawaii has worked in collaboration with the DCCA and both parties are in agreement of the
current version of the bill."

I would like to reiterate that students of the KCC OTA program play an important role in providing
quality healthcare services as future OTA's. Students receive training at the Rehabilitation Hospital
of the Pacific as well as in other traditional and non-traditional health care settings. Occupational
therapy practitioners, both therapists (OTR) and assistants (OTA) work together and play an integral
part in the process of rehabilitation and habilitation. Occupational therapists are skilled at facilitating
pro-social behaviors in consumers who have mental illness, teaching adults who have experienced
neurological diseases and disorders to perform everyday activities such as eating, dressing, and
bathing, engaging children to thrive in occupations of childhood such as playing with peers and
learning in inclusive classroom settings, evaluating persons who have various impairments for
eligibility with adapted public transportation services, and stimulating aged adults with or without
cognitive and memory impairments in culturally-sensitive, orienting activities.

The experience of disability is a concern for Hawaii. According to a 2011 report by the Kaiser
Family Foundation, an estimated 10.2% of Hawaii’s population experiences some type of disability.
Disability not only impacts the individual that presents with some type of physical, sensory,
cognitive, and/or psychosocial impairment but also impacts members of our community who directly
or indirectly provide and/or fund care-related services. It is in our best community interest to equip
and empower persons with disabilities to live with independence, self-respect, and meaning.

One way in which the quality of life for a person with disability can be enhanced is through
occupational therapy. Occupational therapy practitioners are health care professionals who are
trained to enable individuals with various disabilities across the age span by creating opportunities to
meaningfully engage in roles and activities to “live life to the fullest.”



Testimony in Support of SB 2472, SD-2
March 11, 2014
Page 2 of 2

I strongly feel that licensure provides the highest form of government oversight and will continue to:
1) Safeguard the public’s health, safety and welfare, 2) Protect those seeking occupational

therapy services from incompetent persons and persons not qualified to perform these services, 3)
Require the highest degree of professional conduct on the part of occupational therapists and
occupational therapy assistants, and 4) Provide the highest quality of occupational therapy services in
Hawaii. This bill will also further define the scope of Occupational Therapy practice.

I strongly support SB-2472, SD-2 to license both occupational therapists (OTR) and occupational
therapy assistants (OTA) in Hawaii. I hope that you and your committee will look favorably upon

passage of this bill which would provide full licensure for both occupational therapists and
occupational therapy assistants in Hawaii. Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Renasia

KCC OTA program student

4303 Diamond Head Road -+ Honolulu, HI 96816
jrenasia@hawaii.edu
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Submitted on: 3/11/2014

Testimony for HLT on Mar 12, 2014 08:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Cynthia Clivio | Individual | Comments Only || No |

Comments: The Hawaii Athletic Trainers' Association supports SB 2472 in the interest of providing
the highest level of public protection.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified,
or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to
the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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