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March 12,2013

TO: The Honorable Mele Carroll, Chair
House Committee on Human Services

FROM: Patricia McManaman, Director

SUBJECT: SB 1340 S.D.2 - RELATING TO FOSTER CARE

Hearing: Tuesday, March 12, 2013; 9:30 am
Conference Room 329, State Capitol

PURPOSE: The purpose of S.B. 1340, S.D.2 is to add a new part to chapter

346, Hawaii Revised Statutes, to care for and supervise eligible foster youth until

their twenty-first birthday. Chapter 346-A will establish a new program called the

young adult voluntary foster care program. The young adult voluntary foster care

program will support former foster youth in achieving permanency in the transition to

adulthood and in becoming independent and self-sufficient by extending voluntary

foster care to age twenty-one.

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION: The Department of Human Services strongly

supports this Administration bill. The funds requested are based on calculations

prepared with support from consultants who have worked with other states. The

figures include projected federal reimbursements. Projections for the initial year total

$983,044 of new state dollars to support 135 young adults with foster care

maintenance, independent living and case management services. A gradual
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increase is expected due to the increase in participants, with the cost of this program

leveling off in the fifth year at $1,949,444 new state dollars to support 175 young

adults.

These funds will help to ensure that young adults have the supports they

need at a critical point of transition: when they are seeking to complete secondary

education; navigate admissions processes and complete postsecondary education

or vocational training; and establish themselves in the workforce and in adult

relationships. Having the supports in place to complete these transition tasks will

successfully lay the foundation for long-term positive outcomes for youth leaving

foster care and result in a substantial cost savings in future government services.

Studies have shown that young people who continue to receive services until

age twenty-one have better outcomes in several areas including educational

achievement and employment, thereby contributing to a more stable workforce and

increased lifetime earnings. Increased support for transitioning youth will facilitate

the youth's continued development and preparation for successful independence

such as decreases in homelessness, dependency on public welfare benefits, and

drug dependency, and incarceration.

The federal Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoption Act

of 2008 (Public Law 110-351) allows states to claim federal reimbursement for the

costs of caring for and supervising title IV-E eligible foster youth until their twenty-

first birthday .

This legislation is necessary to extend foster care services for young adults

in foster care with the DHS to age twenty-one. This bill would statutorily extend

services such as independent living services, case planning, permanency planning,

placement and judicial oversight for former foster youth up to age twenty-one. For



the youth in foster care who have not been able to be reunified with their family,

adopted or obtain a legal guardian by age eighteen and are not ready to be on their

own, extended care can provide safe and stable housing and prevent homelessness

for these young people.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.
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The Judiciary, State ofHawaii

Testimony to the House Committee on Human Services
The Honorable Mele Carroll, Chair

The Honorable Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

Tuesday, March 12, 2013, 9:30 a.m.
State Capitol, Conference Room 329

By
R. Mark Browning

Deputy Chief Judge/Senior Judge
Family Couit of the First Circuit

Bill N0. and Title: Senate Bill No. 1340, S.D. 2, Relating to Foster Care.

Purpose: Establishes a new Young Adult Voluntary Foster Care program.

Judiciary's Position:

The Judiciary continues to suppoit this bill except for its failure to grant legal counsel to
the youth. The Judiciary also Sllpp0fiS the companion bill, House Bill No. 873, H.D. 2, which
does ensure legal counsel.

House Bill No. 873, H.D. 2 (page 5, line 13 and page 11-12, lines 19-22 and 1-5) gives
the judge discretion to appoint counsel for the young adult and to pay for such appointment:

§346-N Court-appointed attorneys. The court may appoint an attorney
sua sponte or at the request of any party to represent a young adult who is
eligible under section 346-E and has signed the voluntary care agreement
as described in section 346-G if it is deemed to be in the young adu1t‘s best
interest. Attorneys Who are appointed by the court to represent a
qualifying young adult may be paid by the court, unless the young adult
for whom counsel is appointed has an independent estate sufficient to pay
fees and costs.



>.\°‘_;_‘"», Senate Bill No. 1340, S.D. 2, Relating to Foster Care
, ‘ , 5 Committee on Human Services
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Senate Bill No. 1340, S.D. 2 does not include this language. We respectfully suggest that
Senate Bill No. 1340, S.D. 2 should include this or similar language. Because this is not a
Judiciary bill, this bill lacks an appropriations request. We are hesitant to propose one because
we are uncertain about projected costs.

In these cases, the Department of Human Services is fully and effectively represented by
the Office of the Attorney General. lf the youth do not have access to legal representation, then
there exists an inherently inequitable system that may thwart the intent of this bill. To assume
that these youth will be able to find legal representation on their own through other avenues is
not realistic given the overall burdensome volume that Legal Aid already has to bear. Although
domestic violence victims also have a difficult time securing counsel, there are at least a few
additional non-profit resources open to that population. There are none for the youth impacted
by this bill. On a case by case basis, the court must have the discretion to appoint counsel to the
young adults covered by this bill.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill.



To: Representative Mele Carroll, Chair
Representative Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services

Hearing: Tuesday, March 12, 2013, 9:30 am
Conference Room 329

From: The Hawaii Foster Youth Coalition (HFYC)

Re: In support of SB 1340, relating to foster care

We, the Hawaii Foster Youth Coalition (HFYC), support SB 1340, SD1. HFYC is a y0uth—led
non-profit organization that empowers youth voice within the community and state to advocate
and support current and former foster youth. Every year we reach at least 300 current and fonner
foster youth.

We support SB 1340, SD1 because we, as a group who have experienced life in the foster
system, believe that extending foster care to the age of 21, or the age of 23 for youth who are
pursuing higher education, will allow the youth the time they need to mature and gain valuable
life skills necessary to succeed in life. The foster youth who are evicted at age 18 often do not
have the financial, emotional, or housing support from their biological family. Rhonda Nichols,
in 2001, conducted a study to Identifying the Transition Needs ofFoster Youth in Oahu and East
Hawaii. She found that 20% of (a group of 25) youth aged 18-24 were homeless within that year
and that an additional 43% were at risk ofbecoming homeless. 33% of those youth’s salaries
(averaging $717) were going towards their rent (average rent at the time: $242). 24% of the
youth had no health insurance. A group ofaged 17-19 year old youth in that same study reported
28% homelessness within that year.

If foster parents are given the additional financial help from this bill then they will be better able
to continue to support their foster youth, not only through the end of their high school
graduation, but as they begin those first vital years of young adulthood. Within HFYC’s own
Oahu Board, we have five out ofsix members who are currently enrolled in higher education.
Three out of six of our Board members are employed and two of those three have multiple jobs.
More than half of our salaries are allocated towards rent payment. Two of our Board members
are living in the school dom1itory, one lives in a group home, and the remaining three members
are renting shared rooms. Although the HFYC board would no longer qualify for benefits from
the passing of SB 1340, SD1, we strongly believe that the upcoming generations of foster youth
deserve this chance to have additional support because we don’t want anyone to have to struggle
and suffer the way that we did.

Hawaii Foster Youth Coalition
245 N. Kukui St. Ste 102 Honolulu HI, 96817
(808)545-5683
fosteryouthspeak@gmail.com
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March 8, 2013

To: Representative Mele Carroll, Chair,
And members of the Committee on Human Services

Testimony in Support of SB 1340 SD2 Relating to Foster Care

Hawaii Youth Services Network (HYSN), a statewide coalition ofyouth-
sewing organizations, supports SB 1340 SD2 Relating to Foster Care.

Young people who age out of foster care at age 18 face significant
challenges. The Midwest Evaluation of Adult Functioning ofFormer Foster
Youth showed that by age 24:

I 40% of young people had been homeless since leaving foster care;
I ‘A did not have a high school diploma (compared to 7.35 of peers

who did not experience foster care);
~ Halfwere unemployed (twice as high as the general young adult

population);
I 81% ofmales had been arrested (compared to 17% of all young

adults);

Outcomes are much better for young people who stay in care to age 21 (from
Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative Issue Brief - :

I Those required to leave care at age 18 were 2.7 times more likely to
have been homeless;

0 Remaining in care more than doubled the odds that young people
would be working or in school at age 19;

0 Those remaining in care were twice as likely to have completed at
least one year ofcollege by age 21;

I Young women remaining in care experienced a 38% reduction in the
incidence ofpregnancy before age 20;

0 Those remaining in care were more likely to access independent
living services.

United .
Alol;\|nlleflWaY



HYSN page 2

Extending foster care to age 21 has financial benefits for both the young adult and society.
Increasing opportunities to complete college and vocational programs results in higher
eaming potential over a lifetime. Extended foster care decreases costs to society from early
child bearing as teen mothers are 2.2 times more likely to have a child placed in foster care
than those who delay child bearing until age 20 or 21.

Most young people are not prepared to take on all ofthe responsibilities ofadult living at
age 18. Our youth in foster care deserve this support in making successful transitions to
adulthood.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Sincere]%»a%;b/§W/
Judith F. Clark, MPH
Executive Director
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 1340 SD2: Relating to Foster Care

TO: Representative Mele Carroll, Chair, Representative Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice
Chair and members of the Committee on Human Services

FROM: Trisha Kajimura, Social Policy Director, Catholic Charities Hawaii

Hearing: Tuesday, March 12, 2013, 9:30 am; CR 329

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of SB 1340, which establishes the
young adult voluntary foster care program which will support former foster youth in their
transition to independence and self-sufficiency until the age of twenty-one.

Catholic Charities Hawaii (CCH) is a tax exempt, non-profit agency that has been
providing social services in Hawaii for over 60 years. CCH has programs serving
families, elders, children, developmentally disabled, homeless and immigrants. Our
mission is to provide services and advocacy forthe most vulnerable of the people in
Hawaii.

Catholic Charities Hawaii has many years of experience in working with foster youth
and currently has several programs serving foster youth and resource families. CCH
also has a program called Horizons that provides housing and independent living skill
development services for young adults age 18 — 25 who are transitioning out of the
foster care orjuvenile justice systems. We recognize that services past the age of 18 for
this group of young people are critical to their prospects for successful independence.

There are many reasons why foster youth are usually not ready for independence at
age 18. One important reason is that foster youth have all experienced trauma at some
point in their young lives. Trauma affects emotional development, arresting aspects of
development at the age in which the trauma occurred. This constriction of normal
emotional development can negatively impact learning, judgment, self-image and
decision-making. The added disadvantage of not having a sound support system in
place leaves these young people vulnerable to the greater hazards of independent
living.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. We urge your support for SB 1340. Please
contact me at (808)527-4810 or trisha.kaiimura@catholiccharitieshawaii.orq if you have
any questions.

CLARENCE T. C. CHING CAMPUS @1822 Ke‘eaun1ol<uSrreer, Honolulu, HI 96822
Unitedta j Phone (808)527—4810 ' [IiSl"l2.kftjtmuIB@CLl[hO1iCChflfifiCSHfl\X‘flli.0Ig
“mu...-..lw.,
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T0: Rep. Mele Carroll, Chair
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair
Committee on Human Sen/ices

HEARING: Tuesday, March 12, 2013, 9:30 am
Conference Room 329

FROM: Jaque Kelley-Uyeoka, ACSW
Deputy CEO, Hale Kipa

RE: SB 1340, RELATING TO FOSTER CARE

Executive Staii
Punky Pletan-Cross
(hr?! likermtive r,>fIicer

Jaquo Kelley-Uyeoka
Deputy Cl o

Dori Tyau
om»! ror 0! Human
“€S\"llfI€S

Board oi Dif€<tOrS

Luke W.T. Yeh
C/lair

Scott W.Hv Seu
Virv Clmir

Grad J. Sitar
7! vurwer

Heidi K. Wild
§c'(rr' rurv

Paul Schrllf
Pa-:1 (hair

Brian lsobe
Y"-as: than

Heidi Cregcr
mt Kim!»
Galen Ham-da

Sherri-Ann lhl

Michael Magaoay
Rona M. Sulukl

Susan Y.M. Utsugi
lad“ W. Brown, Jr.
.~/wallow lzlnmi amid §:r‘ on
Andy Levin~@.-qnw l'lnr1d Board lm "on

My name is Jaque Kelley-Uyeoka and I am the Deputy CEO at Hale Kipa, inc. Thank you for allowing me
to testify in SUPPORT of this bill that increases the maximum age for foster care from 18 to 21.

As the Oahu Independent Living Program provider as well as having transitional living residences and
access to housing vouchers for youth who are transitioning out of foster care as well as homelessness,
Hale Kipa has had a long and active history in recognizing the challenges youth transitioning out of foster
care face as well as developing an array of services designed to build skills, offer opportunities and
eradicate barriers. Many of our young people leaving foster care, even if possessing skills and supports,
could use more time to mature and make the transition to adulthood. This bill would give them the
potential to remain in foster care with access to a range of benefits that allows for a more gradual adult
transition and lasting positive success.

Other States which have extended foster care have demonstrated a trend toward more positive
outcomes in the young person's acquisition of education and employment which would suggest more
long-term stability. One study noted the "financial benefits of extending foster care-both for individual
youth and for society» outweighed initial costs of government by a factor of approximately 2 to 1."

Not all young people will be eligible or choose to participate in this voluntary option but it will prove to
be a critical opportunity for many and a safety net for youth who try to do it on their own but discover
they could use a little more time and help!

Again, thank you for the opportunity to express our support and please feel free to contact me if you
need additional information.

/Sincerely
5_~_. Q‘; ><__:§-_~,/4’;_r..#_s,4,_.~N,__.._/x 1% Kelley-Uyeoka, ACSW

Deputy CEO, Hale Kipa, lnc.
Un‘tecl .QQQ QWIA

Nol\alJniteslWay xi K‘ ff‘.
KING! United Way
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TO: Rep. Mele Carroll, Chair
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services

HEARING: Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30 am
Conference Room 329

FROM: Linda Santos
Family Programs Hawai‘i

RE: SB 1340, SD2 - Related to the Young Adult Voluntary Foster Care Act

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. Family Programs l-lawai‘i specializes in services
related to the child welfare system. Assisting youth successfully emancipate from foster care is
one ofour most important program emphasis. We operate 5 different programs working with
this population. These programs are located on Oahu and in East Hawaii and are funded
primarily by foundations grants or contracts. They were developed because of our concem for
the poor outcomes we have seen for emancipating youth.

In the last 10 + years, the Federal Government, as well as the State of Hawaii, has recognized
that youth in foster care need additional benefits and services since they are most often without
resources when they become 18. New laws have been passed to assist them. The Young Adult
Voluntary Foster Care Act provides states with the opportunity to improve the outcomes of these
youth. Other states that have already enacted have reported success.

We strongly support this bill to set the requirements needed to extend the foster care to 21.



Bill: SB 1340

Date: March 12, 2013
Time: 9:30am
Place: Room 325

Committee: Human Services
Chair: Senator Carroll
Vice Chair: Senator Kobayashi

I Strongly Support this bill

Aloha Chair, Vice Chair, and Members of the Committee,

My name is Mike Curtis and l am the current Board Chairfor Family Programs Hawaii
(FPH). We are a non-profit agency that provides services to prevent children from
entering foster care; support children and families involved in the foster care
system; and assist youth transitioning out of care.

There is a growing emphasis on successful transition to adulthood among child welfare
professionals. This has led to Federal programs providing the option to extend care to the
age of21 from the current standard of 18. I encourage you in the strongest terms to
follow their lead here in our state.

Just take a moment and consider yourself, or your kids, at the age of 18. Were you truly
prepared to head out on your own and be completely independent...capable of fending
for yourself without any mentors or support services? Now add to that natural
immaturity the challenges that young people face when they come from broken homes.
Without adequate support during this crucial time, they are vulnerable to despair and
the influence ofthose who would exploit them.

I urge you to support us in our call to provide services that will help these kids make a
successful transition to adulthood. My belief is that we will reap the rewards of our
investment many times over, in the form of better-integrated, productive citizens on the
one hand, and reduced crime, public assistance and other societal costs on the other.

Thank you forthe opportunity to testify on this important bill.

Sincerely,

Mike Curtis
Board Chair
Family Programs Hawaii
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TO: Representative Mele Carroll, Chair
Representative Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services

HEARING: Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30 am; Conference Room 329

FROM: Judith Wilhoite

RE: SB 1340 — Relating to Foster Care

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. I am the Family Advocate for Family Program Hawaii’s It Takes An
‘Ohana (ITAO) program and a resource caregiver (foster parent). I strongly support this bill.

The following table that gives a clear view of outcomes for young people formerly in foster care compared to the
general population of young people:

Outcome 1 Foster Care 1 General
No high school diploma or GED 1 24.4% 1 7.3%
Not employed 1 52% 1 24.5%
Average income from employment 1 $12,064 1 $20,349
Have health insurance 1 57% 1 78%
Males who have been arrested 1 81.2% 1 17.4%
Females who have been pregnant 1 77% 1 40.4%
Courtney, et al. (2010)

Allowing foster youth to continue to receive support until 21 will help bring better outcomes for our foster youth and
thus for all of us. In fact, there is research that shows the financial benefits of extending foster
care outweigh costs to government by a factor of approximately 2 to 1.

I applaud this DHS initiative and strongly support this bill to set the requirements needed to extend the foster care to
21. I urge you to support this bill. Thank you for this opportunity to testify.



T0: House Committee on Human Services
Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30am, Room 329, State Capitol

From: Arleen Kuwamura, Hale ‘Opio Kauai

Re: Testimony in Support of SB 1340, Relating Foster Care

My name is Arleen Kuwamura and I work for Hale ‘Opio Kaua'i. I am the partner staff Kaua’i
branch of the HI H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board of the Hawai’i Youth Opportunities
Initiative.

I would like to submit testimony in support of Senate Bill 1340 which supports extended
jurisdiction for foster youth beyond age 18. I support the intent of this bill to have voluntary
foster care extended up to age 21.

For some of those who have aged out of the system, they are often not ready to go out on their
own or they lack the support and often times the necessary skills needed to be successful
adults. I have worked with foster youth for 18 years and have watched many of these youth
struggle to make it on their own, many of them have very little or no support when they age out
of foster care. If we could extend care during this crucial time ofgrowth when they need
services most, I believe we will not only be supporting the individual young person increase their
full potential and social capital it will also strengthen the communities they live, work and go to
school in.

In Hawai’i, 33% of fomerfoster youth in a recent poll, ages 18 to 23, reported having couch-
surfed or moved from home to home because they did not have a place to stay. That is more
than the national average of 24% of former foster youth who experience some fom of
homelessness by age 24.

I want to emphasize that I feel this is an important option for youth, and that they should have
the choice to remain in foster care beyond 18, as long as they are willing and eligible.

In closing, I would ask this committee to support the intent ofand pass Senate Bill 1340.

Thank you very much.



To: House Committee on Human Services
Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30am, Conference Room 329, State Capitol

From: Sharla-Ann Fujimoto, Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative,
EPIC ‘Ohana

Re: Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 1340, Relating to Foster Care

Aloha, my name is Sharla-Ann Fujimoto and I work for EPIC Ohana, Inc. and assist
with the Hawai i Youth Opportunities Initiative and the HI H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership
Board in West Hawai i.

I would like to submit testimony in support of Senate Bill 1340, which extends voluntary
foster care to the age of 21. I have worked with youth in foster care and formerly in
foster care for almost five years and I feel that this is a population in need of support.

Today, there is a youth turning 18, but they are not celebrating the way their peers
normally would because this youth is a foster youth. This foster youth is packing their
things (most likely into trash bags) while asking themselves the question, ‘Where am I
going to go?" This youth will most likely end up homeless on the street or will end up
going back to the biological family they were taken away from only to face the same
traumas that that landed them in foster care to begin with. This youth will most likely
face extremely poor outcomes because they do not have adequate support.

Those of us who have not been in the foster care system do not understand the true
pressure behind turning 18. Most of us were excited at the prospect ofturning 18.
Most of us have had parents help us out get into college, buy a computer, help us with
transportation, and maintain a stable living situation. Most of us that have not been in
foster care were not expected to find a job, find housing, get into college, and find
adequate transportation on the same day we turned 18. Most of us had a choice if we
wanted to leave home or not. For our youth aging out of care, they have no choice and
they are absolutely terrified of their 18"‘ birthday—they are expected to make huge life
decisions that they may not be developmentally able to make at such a young age and
without adequate supports put into place.

I fully support this bill because if youth in foster care were given the option to
remain in care up until the age of 21, they would have a few more years to build the
adequate support they need to become successful, self-sufficient adults. They would
be able to experience a different type of foster care that is developmentally appropriate
forthem. They would be given the chance to plan their life as they see fit for them
because they would have more than just one day to make all of the huge life decisions.



In closing, I humbly ask this committee to pass SB 1340. It would benefit the
foster youth by supporting the notion that we believe in them and that supports do not
end at the age of 18. Thank you.
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'0:
=rom: Karen Hagopian, HI H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board (West

Hawaii) Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative, EPIC ‘Ohana

ke: Testimony in Support of House Bill 873, Relating to the Young
Adult Voluntary Foster Care Act

I/Iy name is Karen Hagopian, and I am 19 years old. I am the Vice-President of
he West Hawaii HI H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board. I support House Bill
I73 to the fullest extent. By extending foster care to the age of 21, it gives the
oster youth a better chance to get a support system such as building a family
elationship, obtaining knowledge of schooling, having a housing system in
)|8C6, and being able to balance school and work without having to fret about
vhere they are going to sleep that night.

Ior me when I aged out of foster care at 18, it was hard to focus on school
Ind work because I knew that I would have to move out of my foster home
Ind find a place to live. Because of that my grades slipped in college and I had
0 focus more on work. This is why I think extending foster care to 21 is
mportant.

I humbly ask that you pass House Bill 873. Thank you.

4
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House Committee on Human Services
Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30 am, Conference Room 329, State Capitol
Delia Ulima, Statewide Initiative Coordinator
Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative, EPIC ‘Ohana, Inc.
In Support of Senate Bill 1340, Relating to Foster Care

Youth Opportunities Initiative We are the local site for the national Jim Casey
pportunities Initiative and EPIC Ohana is the lead agency forthis ln|tiat|ve in
The Initiative works with systems, such as the Department of Human

rs, Child Welfare, other service providers and partners within the public and
sector to create opportunities and support transitioning foster youth to

My name is Delia Ulima and I am a Statewide Initiative Coordinator for the

sfully move into adulthood and become a contributing part of our community.

with the voluntary option to remain in a developmentally appropnate foster care
like to submit testimony in support of Senate Bill 1340, which provides young

n up to age 21.

As wards" of the State they are in a unlque legal class Forthose who exit
is system at age 18 they often find themselves without the necessary

s that any 18-year old would need to survive, let alone thrive Nationally,
es for transitioning foster youth are grim. By the time they are 24, one in four
erience homelessness, 77% of young women will become pregnant, only 3%
in a four year college degree, eam significantly less than their peers and 81%

s will be arrested. A Chapin Hall Study showed that the extension of foster
21 resulted in the following benefits: increased college attendance, increased

eamings, decreased unintended pregnancies, decreased usage of public assistance,
decreased homelessness and decreased incarceration.

ite of Hawaii is the "parent" of young people who are in permanent foster care

1. ‘ . .

a

States cun'ently have the option to extend eligibility across certain Title IV-E programs.
Under the 2008 Federal Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions
Act, federal funds may be drawn down to support the extension of foster care when
certain employment and education requirements are met. Currently, there are over 13
states that have opted to extend foster care beyond age 18.

In closing, lwould ask this committee to consider what kind of future we would like
these young people to look forward to. Think about what our own families provided for
us in our very young adulthood’? What do we expect to provide for our own biological
children? Most in this room would find it unrealistic to expect our own 18 year old
children to be completely financially, physically, mentally and emotionally on their own
with no parental guidance, no financial supports for a first car, first apartment, support
with college, spending money, medical ooverage and basic love and encouragement.
Providing an option for young people in our foster care system to have additional
supports beyond 18 makes ethical and in the long run, financial, sense. We
respectfully ask this committee to pass Senate Bill 1340. Mahalo nui loa.
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imony in SUPPORT of Senate Bill 1340

ntary Foster Care to 21

Laurie Arial Tochiki and I have the honor and privilege to serve as
aident and CEO of EPIC, ‘Ohana. Since 1997, EPIC ‘Ohana has
1 a non-profit partner to the Department of Human Sen/ices
iding ‘Ohana Conferencing and Family Finding to the families in the

l welfare system throughout the state of Hawai‘i. Since 2004 we
2 also provided Youth Circles for transitioning youth. In a Youth
e we work with a foster youth transitioning to adulthood to help
1 develop and execute a plan for theirfuture. We help youth
iect to the resources they need to make a successful transition.
we know that even with the transition plan in place, foster youth are
'eady to be independent at 18. Actually very few children are ready
tdependent at 18 — even those children who have intact families
have not faced the issues and challenges of being a foster child.

foster youth in Hawai‘i are OUR children, and deserve the love and
)ort that we give the children in our own biological families. It is our
, but it is also a very good investment for the future. It is the goal of

|.||I:: child welfare service and family court to find permanent homes and
connections for children who cannot be reunified with their parents.
Even though this is the goal, each year more than 100 children “age
out“ of the system without permanent family and connections. This bill
gives the state the tools it needs to help young people develop better
paths to adulthood. It gives the state tools that will help develop the
network of support young people in foster care need in orderto
succeed. It is an investment to minimize the homelessness, premature
parenthood, poor educational outcomes, and criminal justice
involvement that we know this population experiences without support.

This is not just a wild guess that with the support we may be able to
avert the negative outcomes these youth experience. There is
formidable research about the adolescent brain and development that
tells us that youth are still developing and maturing during this time
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improve outcomes.

it right.

Aloha

Laurie Arial Tochiki

1130 N. NIMITZ HWY, SUITE C-210, HONOLULU, HI 96817
PHONE: (808) 838-7752 TOLL FREE: (866) 636-1644 FAX: (808) 838-1653

frame. Positive supports during this time can help to alleviate some of
the harmful consequences of early trauma. Also, the Jim Casey
Initiative, the Annie E. Casey Foundation, the federal Children's Bureau
and many other agencies have demonstrated best practices in sen/ices
that improve outcomes for youth. The Department of Human Services
has made tremendous strides to work with families, protect children and

I believe that the DHS, with the strong community
partnerships it has built, is ready to extend care to foster youth, and do

Thank you so much for your attention to this important measure.
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To: House Committee on Human Services
Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30am, Room 329, State Capitol

From: Apuauro Turano, HI H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board (Oahu)
Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative

Re: Testimony in Support of House Bill SB 1340, Relating Foster Care

Aloha my name is Apuauro Turano and I am 22 years old. I am a new member ofthe Oahu I—II
H.O.P.E.S youth leadership board of the Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative. I am submitting
my testimony in support ofextending Hawaii's foster care from the age of 18 to 21. Ibelieve if
Hawaii's foster youth are given the opportunity for voluntary extended care, they would be more
successful in transitioning into adulthood.

At age ll, Ilost my father to cancer and I ran away from my mother‘s because the living
arrangements were not safe. I ran away to a friend‘s house, whose family became my first foster
home. However, I felt I wasn‘t getting the proper treatment. I wasn't provided with enough
clothes and items I needed for football. I was treated like an outsider. I met another friend who
told his family about me and asked ifthey could take me in. I asked my social worker ifl could
go with my friend‘s family and that request changed my life. In my sophomore year of high
school, Iwas taken in by my friend‘s grandparents and they became like my own grandparents.
They showed me love and gave me the guidance I needed as a teenager. They taught me
responsibility which helped me graduate from high school and join the Hawaii Air National
Guard. Even though I aged out of foster care at age l8, my grandparents are still an active role in
my life now at the age of22.

I leamed a lot while I was a pan of the foster care system, both good and bad. I understand that
other youth who experience foster care face difficult challenges and are not fortunate enough to
have a family to love and help them as they become young adults. They, in tum, suffer from poor
outcomes, like homelessness and unemployment. Ifoptional foster care is extended to 21, more
young people will have opportunities and hope for a better future. I humbly ask that you pass
Scnatc Bill I340. Thank you.



To: House Committee on Human Services
Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30am, Conference Room 329, State Capitol

From: Filipe Tauaika, HI H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board (Oahu)
Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative

Re: Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 1340, Relating to Foster Care

Good afternoon, members of the House Committee on Human Services. My name is
Filipe Tauaika, I am 20 years old and a member of the HI H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership
Board on Oahu.

I support SB 1340 to provide foster youth with voluntary foster care to age 21. I was in
foster care at a young age and aged out of the Hawaii Youth Correctional Facilities
(Ko’olau) at the age of 18. I didn’t have a plan for where I would live or what I would do.
Fortunately, I found relatives and they helped me with housing, a job and guidance. I
was also lucky I found something that I loved to do, boxing. It kept me out of trouble
and gave me a goal to work towards, which is to be an Olympic boxer. With the support
of my family, coach and others in the community and church, I was able to find
resources and stay on track.

Unfortunately, many other young people aging out of foster care don’t have the same
chances. They don't have knowledge about medical coverage, housing, employment,
resources and other basic necessities they need to be a successful adult. If they had
these supports and resources, they would have better opportunities for a better life.

I humbly ask that you pass SB 1340. Thank you very much.



To: House Committee on Human Services
Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30am, Conference Room 329, State Capitol

From: Gernani Yutob Jr., HI H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board (Oahu)
Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative

Re: Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 1340, Relating to Foster Care

My name is Gernani Yutob, Jr. and I am the President of the O‘ahu HI
H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board of the Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative. The
Initiative is a national and local effort to create and support successful outcomes for
transitioning foster youth.

I aged out of the foster care system in 2008 at the age of 18 and will be turning
23 in April. I will be graduating with my Bachelor of Arts in Public Administration degree
with Academic Distinction at the University of Hawaii — West O‘ahu in May. Did you
know, only 3 percent of foster youth who age out of the foster care system at 18 will
graduate with a four-year degree by the age of 25 compared to about 20 percent from
the general population? I was very fortunate to have my resource caregivertake me
under her wing after I graduated from high school. This meant that I had a place to stay
and was able to fully concentrate on school and work without worrying about where I will
spend my next night at. Had this not happened, I would be a 23 year old who would
most likely not be graduating on time because my main priority would be to survive and
figure out where I will get my next meal. Not a lot of foster youth who age out of care
will have a supportive adult and the resources they need to guide them through one of
the most difficult phases in life. Did you kick your child out of your home when they
turned 18 without offering any type of support or guidance and expect them to make it
out on their own? Even at the age of 18, when they are legally considered an adult,
they are not ready for what lies ahead just yet. It is imperative that we have support and
resources for youth transitioning out of care to become successful adults in the future.

In closing, I would like to humbly ask this committee to pass SB 1340 and give
foster youth to receive the continued support they need as they make the critical
transition to adulthood. Thank you very much.



To: House Committee on Human Services
Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30am, Conference Room 329, State Capitol

From: Noy Worachit, HI H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board (Oahu)
Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative, EPIC ‘Ohana HYOI Assistant

Re: Testimony in Support of SB 1340, Relating to Foster Care

Good morning members of the House Committee on Human Services. My name is Noy
Worachit, I am 19 years old and I am the Vice-President of the HI H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership
Board ofthe Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative on Oahu. HI H.O.P.E.S. stands for Hawaii
Helping Our People Envision Success. The HI H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board provides the
youth voice for the Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative. Our work includes identifying needs of
transitioning foster youth, educating stake holders and advocating for public will and policy
changes.

I would like to submit testimony in support of Senate Bill 1340 which supports the voluntary
option to extend jurisdiction for foster youth beyond age 18. I support the intent of this bill to
have foster care extended up to age 21.

For some of those who have aged out of the system, they are often not ready to go out on their
own or they lack the support they need to be successful adults, which is why I feel it is important
that we should have the option of being in foster care until the age of 21. When I was 18, I was
a single parent to my 2 year old daughter. I was working two jobs and also attending school full-
time. The support I received throughout my transition out of foster care is similar to what
extended foster care would be like in a sense. For example, my foster parents allowed my
daughter and me to stay in their home even after I turned 18. They also cared for my daughter
while I went to work and school and eventually became temporary legal guardians of my
daughter to allow me to pursue my dreams of having a career in the military. It gave me peace
of mind as a mother to know that no matter what happened, my children and I will always have
someone to lean on for support.

Currently, I am only a few semesters away from obtaining my Associates degree in
Administration of Justice and I have also been with the same employer for nearly 2 years. I truly
believe that I would not be here today if it were not for the support of my foster parents.

However, this is not the case for most foster youth. Many of them have very little or no support
when they age out of foster care.

In Hawaii, 33% of former foster youth in a recent poll, ages 18 to 23, reported having couch-
surfed or moved from home to home because they did not have a place to stay. That is more
than the national average of 24% of former foster youth who experience some form of
homelessness by age 24. In recent studies, 67 % of youth formerly in foster care are dependent
on public assistance compared to only 7% of their peers who have never experienced foster
care. And by age 23 and 24, youth formerly in care will eam a yearly median of $8,000
compared to their peers at $18,300. By extending foster care to 21, itwill help increase positive



outcomes in employment and decrease negative outcomes in the areas of homelessness and
dependency on public assistance.

I want to emphasize that I feel this is an important option for youth, and that they should have
the choice to remain in foster care beyond 18, as long as they are willing and eligible.

In closing, I ask that you afford us the same opportunities as you would for your own children
and l ask this committee to supportthe intent of and pass Senate Bill 1340. Thank you very
much.



To: House Committee on Human Services
Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30am, Conference Room 329, State Capitol

From: Judy Adviento, HI H.0.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board (Oahu)
Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative

Re: Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 1340, Relating to Foster Care

My name is Judy Adviento, lam 21 years old and I am the Secretary of the Oahu HI
H.O.P.E.S Youth Leadership Board of the Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative.

I would like to submit this testimony in support of SB 1340 and its intent to provide the
option to participate in voluntary foster care up to age 21.

Some foster youth are not prepared to go out on their own when they turn 18. There
are so many negative statistics about youth who age out of care. For example, in a
study of young people formerly in foster care, 24% have experienced homelessness at
least once, and 81% of the males get arrested in comparison to 17% of their peers in
the general population.

I went into foster care at the age of 16. Even before I went into care, I was quite
independent. I worked and a lot of my paperwork by myself so when I went into foster
care, I was ready to take on those obstacles. It also helped that I had a lot of supportive
people around me. When I turned 18, I felt prepared but not every youth is as prepared
as I was and it’s expressed through the statistics.

I am currently my younger brother's resource caregiver (foster parent) and it would
terrify me ifl found out that my brother “fell through the cracks" because he was not
ready to go on his own at the age of 18. Every youth matures at different rates. This is
even true with our peers in the general population. The difference is that foster youth
sometimes don’t know/have anywhere and anyone to go to when they are in trouble and
struggling financially, emotionally, physically, etc.

I want to emphasize that I feel this is an important option for youth, and they should
have the choice to remain in foster care beyond 18, as long as they are willing and
eligible. In closing, I ask this committee to pass SB 1340. Thank yr" "



To: House Committee on Human Services
Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30am, Conference Room 329, State Capitol

From: Tiffany Tuilata, HI H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board (Oahu)
Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative

Re: Testimony in Support of SB 1340, Relating to Foster Care

Good afternoon, members of the House Committee on Human Services. My name is
Tiffany Tuilata and I am a member of the HI H.O.P.E.S Youth Leadership Board of the Hawaii
Youth Opportunities Initiative.

I would like to submit testimony in support of Senate Bill 1340 and support the intent of
the voluntary foster care act, which extends the option to remain in foster care up to age 21.

I'm 24 and I aged out of foster care while on the run. I immediately found myself
homeless with no support or knowledge on the resources available. When you find yourself
sleeping in public restrooms or beaches, you begin to wish you had someone you could rely on
or someone who could lend a helping hand. Just thinking of where my next meal would come
from or when it would be safe to sleep in the park, it isn't a feeling that any youth should
endure. As recent as a year ago, I found myself homeless with two children.

Thankfully, I participated in the Opportunity Passport Program, a program through the
Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative which teaches financial literacy training, helps us open
bank accounts and have our money matched for asset purchases. I was able to use my
matched savings account to make my first purchase for a housing deposit and first month's
rent. I was so happy to have a place for me and my children to call home.

Nationally, statistics show that 24% of former foster youth will experience some form of
homelessness due to the fact that they don't have a place to stay after they age out of care and
don't have supportive adult relationships. Unfortunately, I was one of those statistics and I
don't wish any transitioning youth to experience the hardship of being without a home or a
supportive adult.

In closing, I would humbly ask this committee to pass Senate Bill 1340 and give foster
youth the option to receive the continued support they need to be successful adults in our
community. Thank you very much.



To: House Committee on Human Services
Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30am, Conference Room 329, State Capitol

From: Chardonnay Rosa-Arango, HI H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board (Kauai)
Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative

Re: Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 1340, Relating to Foster Care

My name is Chardonnay Rosa-Arango and I am the President of the Kaua’i HI
H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board of the Hawai‘i Youth Opportunities Initiative.

I would like to submit testimony in support of SB 1340 and its intent to provide the
option of voluntary foster care up to age 21.

I am very fortunate to say that at the age of 16 my foster parents at the time took legal
guardianship of me. They not only provided me with security but they assured me that I
had a family I could always be a part of. Because I was given a stable home past the
age of 18, I was able to transition into adulthood very efficiently. Knowing that I had
support and stability in my life, I was able to live out my dream and go to Southwestern
Assemblies of God University, a private Christian university, in Waxahachie, Texas. I
attended school there for a year and a half and now, at the age of 19, I am at Kauai
Community College living with my former foster parents. If I had been completely cut off
at 18, I know that the choices I made would have been very different. I believe that if
foster care is extended up to 21, many foster youth will be given the opportunity and
support in order to transition into adulthood more efficiently.

Statistics show that former foster youth will experience some form of homelessness due
to the fact that they don‘t have a place to stay after they age out of care and don't have

supportive adult relationships.ln closing, I would ask this committee to pass SB134O
and give foster youth the option to receive the continued support they need as the

make the critical transition into ad ' T‘ ' '



To: House Committee on Human Services
Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30am, Conference Room 329, State Capitol

From: Michael Masulit, HI H.0.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board (Kauai)
Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative

Re: Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 1340, Relating to Foster Care

My Name is Michael Jay Masulit and I am a Member of the Kaua’i HI H.O.P.E.S. Youth
Leadership Board of the Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative.

I would like to submit testimony in support of Senate Bill 1340 which supports voluntary
foster care up to age 21 in Hawaii.

For those who age out of the system, they are often not ready to go out on their own
because of the lack of support that they need to be a successful adult. I've seen many
of my fellow board members who aged out of foster care deal with a lot in their lives.
Many ofthem had very little or no support. I am one of the fortunate ones. When I aged
out of foster care, I was able to complete a college degree in culinary arts with the help
of an aunt. If it wasn‘t for this one caring adult who provided housing and college
support, I don’t know where I would be today.

I want to emphasize that I feel this is an important option for youth, and they should
have the choice to remain in foster beyond 18, as long as they want to and are willing to
meet the requirements of the program.

In closing, I would ask this committee to pass SB 1340. Thank you.



To: House Committee on Human Services
Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30am, Conference Room 329, State Capitol

From: Nadia Troche, HI H.0.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board (Kauai)
Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative

Re: Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 1340, Relating to Foster Care

My name is Nadia Troche and I am the Vice-President of the Kaua'i Hl H.O.P.E.S. Youth
Leadership Board of the Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative.

I would like to submit testimony in support of SB 1340 and its intent to provide the option of
voluntary foster care up to age 21.

At age 15, my brother and I entered foster care without any knowledge of the system. It was a
traumatic experience. Fortunately my brother had me to fall upon when things went wrong,
therefore I can say I grew up at a very early age. But, without me he wouldn’t have had that
responsible adult to nurture him during his transitioning stage, he wouldn’t have had any
financial help to get himself anywhere in life, he wouldn’t have had a place to stay once he aged
out, and those are all problems that other youth face alone. l can strongly say that foster care
should be extended past the age of 18, and of course there are many reasons why, but my main
reason is we deserve to be loved and nurtured like any other child. We deserve to have that
strong back bone to fall upon in time of need, we are children of the community that want to be
the best we can be. To have that stable home, those stable foster parents, a stable living would
really change lives, a lot of lives!

Statistics show that former foster youth will experience some form of homelessness due to the
fact that they don't have a place to stay after they age out of care and don't have supportive
adult relationships. In closing, I would ask this committee to pass SB 1340 and give foster youth
the option to receive the continued support they need as they make the critical transition into
adulthood. Thank you very much.



To: House Committee on Human Services
Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30am, Conference Room 329, State Capitol

From: Tiffany “Ipo" Lynch Ma'e, HI H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board (East Hawaii)
Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative

Re: Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 1340, Relating to Foster Care

My name is Tiffany “lpo” Lynch Ma’e and I am the president of the East Hawaii HI H.O.P.E.S.
Youth Leadership Board.

I would like to submit testimony in support of SB 1340 and the option it provides for voluntary
cxtcndcd foster care up to agc 21 .

1 in 5 youth who age out ofcare become homeless. And only 3 percent ofyouth who aged out ot
care graduate with a bachelor’s degree. lt’s a haunting future. The extension of foster care to 21
as an option promotes a healthy transition into adulthood for my foster brothers and sisters in
care.

Without a shadow of a doubt, I feel that with the passing of this bill the negative statistics that
haunt youth in care will change from negative to positive. Where only 3 percent of foster youth
DON’T graduate with a college degree and 97% complete one.

We are taken into care by the State, who becomes our ‘parent’, and promised a better life than
the ones our families are able to provide us. When my peers turn 18, their parents don’t stop
loving or supporting them. Why then, are foster youth expected to survive on our own with little
or no preparation or supports when we turn 18?

In closing, l humbly ask that this committee passes SB 1340 and give my foster brothers and
sisters the continued support they need and deserve through their transition to adulthood. Mahalo
nui loa.



To: House Committee on Human Services
Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30am, Conference Room 329, State Capitol

From: Keola Limkin, HI H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board (East Hawaii)
Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative

Re: Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 1340, Relating to Foster Care

My name is Keola Limkin, I am 22 years old and I was born and raised on the Big Island of
Hawaii. I am the Secretary for the HI H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board in East Hawaii.
During most of my childhood I lived with my mother and my five younger siblings. When I was a
sophomore in high school, my siblings and lwere placed in foster care until I aged out of child
welfare services.

My younger siblings frequently moved between foster homes until my mother regained
legal custody of them. I was fortunate to remain with the same foster parent during my entire
experience. I developed a strong relationship with my foster dad to the point where I felt
permanence. Immediately after graduating from high school, I lived at the University of Hawaii
at Hilo dormitory while attending school. Our bond did not wither and he allowed me to live with
him during summer break.

I support SB 1340 regarding Voluntary Foster Care Act to extend care to 21 in Hawaii. I
believe that allowing foster youth to have an option to remain in foster care up until the age of
21 would nurture positive community members. The age group of 18-21 years is a window
where healthy risk taking can take place. These young adults will face many new experiences
and a foster parent could provide both support and counseling. Foster parents should also be
trained to parent these young adults in this specialized period if policy is to change. Foster
parent guidance during this critical period for learning will ensure that they succeed in their
future endeavors. Please pass SB 1340.





To: House Committee on Human Services
Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30am, Conference Room 329, State Capitol

From: Nellieshy Mamuad, HI H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board (East Hawaii)
Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative

Re: Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 1340, Relating to Foster Care

My name is Nellieshy Mamuad and lam 24 years old. I entered foster care at the age of 12 and
aged out at 18. lam a member of the HI H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board of the Hawaii
Youth Opportunities Initiative.

I would like to submit my testimony in support of SB 1340, which would allow voluntary
extension of foster care until age 21.

Foster youth are wards ofthe state, which simply means that the state is our parent. For our
out-of-care peers the nurturing and support oftheir parents is not something that abruptly ends
at the age of 18. Our foster youth deserve to be afforded this same nurturing and support by oi
parent, the state.

Many foster youth who age out of care at 18 are not fully prepared to enter the world on their
own with what little to no resources we do have available. In East Hawaii, there is only 1 agency
that I know ofthat has a specified program that offers continued supportive services for aged
out foster youth.

Statistics show that 24% of young people aged out of foster care have been homeless at least
once by the time they are 24 years old. Furthermore, former foster youth at the age of 24 are
earning more than $10,000 less per year than their peers in the general population. Adding the
lack of supportive adults who can help them find housing, write a rental reference or even co-
sign, ourformerfoster youth are at a huge disadvantage in succeeding at obtaining stable
housing. Sadly, housing is just one of the many basic-need areas that our young people must
fight to navigate on their own once they have aged out ofthe system.

In closing, I would like to humbly ask that you support and pass SB 1340, so that our foster
youth can have the opportunity to be afforded the same continuance of nurturing and support
beyond 18 that their out-of-care peers are. Thank you.



To: House Committee on Human Services
Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30am, Conference Room 329, State Capitol

From: Sassy Lean, HI H.0.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board (East Hawaii),
Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative

Re: Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 1340, Relating to Foster Care

My name is Princess Johnisa Lean, I am 19 years old and I was born on the
island of Oahu, and raised on the Big Island of Hawaii. I am the Vice President of the HI
H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board in East Hawaii. Although my mother had custody of
me, I lived with family members and my godparents for majority of my childhood. As an
adolescent I lived with my mother until I was placed in foster care in my sophomore year
in high school. I was granted guardianship with my foster parent until I aged out of foster
care.

I lost connections with my siblings and their children while I was in foster care.
They remained in the custody of my mother when I was placed in my foster home. I was
fortunate enough to remain in one placement throughout my experience in foster care.
My guardian and I acquired a powerful bond that till this day has never changed. I still
call her for advice and I am always welcomed in her home. She has given me a sense
of stability, guidance and permanency. Besides her role as a mother to me, she is a
Social Workerfor Child Protective Services in Hawaii. She has supported me as a
parent would their own child, she treated me no different from her biological children
and helped me achieve a successful transition into adulthood.

I support SB 1340 regarding Voluntary Foster Care Act to extend care to 21 in
Hawaii. I believe that offering foster youth the option to remain in foster care up until the
age of 21 would increase their chances ofa positive and successful transition into
adulthood. Youth that age out of care with no support, no social capitol, no guidance, no
stability, and no sense of permanency will either become homeless, or incarcerated. I
strongly feel that no 18 year old whether in foster care or not is ready to live on their
own. As foster youth the state is our parent, so the option of foster care to 21 will help
increase our success as adults. Many youth in the general population at the age of 18
can continue to live with their parents, therefore I believe that foster youth should have
the same option to ensure successful transitions into adulthood. I ask this committee to
please pass SB 1340. Thank you.



To: House Committee on Human Services
Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30am, Conference Room 329, State Capitol

From: Rachel Burke, HI H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board (West Hawaii)
Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative

Re: Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 1340, Relating to Foster Care

My name is Rachel Burke and I am 19 years old. I am part of the West Hawaii HI
H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board. I fully support SB 1340.

Extending voluntary foster care to the age of 21 is very important for several reasons. At
age 18 most youth are not able to support themselves. It takes a while to get a job, buy
a vehicle, find a place to live, and still be able to save money. By extending the age to
21, it gives young people an opportunity to have the support system they need to get
these things done. This gives them a chance to slowly start doing things on their own
but also being able to turn to someone for help. I think this bill is crucial to the success
of foster youth in Hawaii.

When I aged out of foster care I had a great support system. I had my foster family who
told me multiple times that I would always have a place to say; that they weren't kicking
me out at 18. They helped me with transportation, finding a job, getting a place to stay,
buying groceries etc. To be honest, I would not have been able to accomplish anything
without my support system. I am very thankful that I have them and I can always turn to
them for help.

I ask your support in passing SB 1340. Thank you.



To: House Committee on Human Services
Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30am, Conference Room 329, State Capitol

From: Ashley Slater, HI H.0.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board (West Hawaii)
Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative

Re: Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 1340, Relating to Foster Care

My name is Ashley Slater and I am the President ofthe HI H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board
of the Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative in West Hawaii. I am for the Senate Bill 1340
Extension ofFoster Care to age 21 in the State ofl-lawai i. There are many reasons that l think
this Bill should be passed.

One of my reasons is that I feel with this extension, foster youth have more time to grow
and learn what they need to, to survive in the real world. I also feel that it gives them a little
extra time to connect with that foster family and to safe and comfortable to contact them when
exiting out. I feel that every foster youth deserves some one they can fall back on for help and
support. Granting this bill allows the foster youth the time they need to build supportive
relationships. Thank you vely much.



To: House Committee on Human Services
Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30am, Conference Room 329, State Capitol

From: Samantha U'u, HI H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board (Maui)
Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative

Re: Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 1340, Relating to Foster Care

My name is Samantha U’u, l’m 18, and I am a member of the Maui HI H.O.P.E.S Youth
Leadership Board of the Hawaii Youth Opportunity Initiative. I would like to submit a testimony in
support of SB 1340. The Bill supports the extension of voluntary foster care up to age 21.

I aged out ofthe foster care system when I turned 18 last February. I knew what I wanted, butl
didn’t know how to achieve it. I didn't have the knowledge of where to go or what to do because
nothing was planned out. I was lucky enough to be guided through the process of what I wanted
for my future because I continued on with my schooling.

My brother on the other hand struggled much more. He was homeless at one point because he
did not receive the necessary support that he needed. Statistics show that many former foster
youth experience a form of homelessness and my brother was one of them. To get out of the
state of being homeless he decided to continue on with his schooling in college. He received the
support that he needed, but later found out that school wasn’t for him. When he dropped out of
college, the support stopped, as well. I feel that if he had a planned out future along with support
of other people he wouldn’t have been homeless at the time, with nothing other than school
support to rely on.

In closing, I would like to ask this committee to pass SB 1340. To help other foster youth out
there to receive the necessary support they need to plan out their future. Thank you.



To: House Committee on Human Services
Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30am, Conference Room 329, State Capitol

From: Tiffany Darragh, HI H.O.P.E.S. Youth Leadership Board (Maui)
Hawaii Youth Opportunities Initiative

Re: Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 1340, Relating to Foster Care

My name is Tiffany Darragh, I am 19 years old and a member of the HI H.O.P.E.S.
Youth Leadership Board on Maui. I recently aged out of foster care on Maui.

I support Senate Bill 1340 to extend voluntary foster care to 21 because I know many
youth who have aged out who have absolutely no place to go. They are living at the
park or jumping from friend's house to friend's house. If foster care was extended to the
age of 21 there would be less worries about where the youth are going with their lives.

When my brother aged out, he was kicked out of my grandparent‘s house. My brother
had never had a job and he didn't do much thinking on how he would find housing. So
aging out was a big shock for him. My brother was homeless for a while. He decided to
go to college to make his life better. Our independent living worker helped him find a
cheap place that he could afford with money he received for higher education every
month. My brother is on food stamps. Then he also lost that place he was staying at.
Once again, he was on the streets. I felt bad for him but there was nothing I could do. If
the system extends care to the age of 21 then no youth in the future would have to go
through what my brother and many others have gone through.

Please support Senate Bill 1340. Mahalo.



Date: March 12, 2013

To: Representative Mele Carroll, Chair
And members of the Committee on Human Services

Testimony in Support of SB 1340 Relating to Foster Care.

I support SB 1340 because this bill will be beneficial for current foster youth.

I believe that having the opportunity to live at a foster home after age 18 will help support young people
transitioning from foster care to independence in life: residence, employment, education, finances,
romance, and possibly even pa renting. This will also help fertilize vital interdependent relationships into
adulthood.

At age 17, a foster youth has little control over decisions that impact their lives. Suddenly at 18, they are
treated as fully capable adults who must fulfill adult responsibilities and expectations. Without strong
preparation for this new adult role, young people frequently fall short of these expectations and lose the
very support that is critical to successful transition to adulthood.

I went into foster care at age 7. I was very used to things being structured. When I got out of foster care
at 18, l was very scared because I didn't have many people to count on, and it is scary going out into the
world for the first time by yourself. Explaining to your potential landlord that you have no idea why you
need a bank account to rent an apartment or have no idea what a deposit means isn't a fun
conversation starter either.

lwas 17 when I graduated from high school and first attended college. I turned 18 in the middle of my
first college semester. The first thing my social worker did was make me an independent living plan for
the future. How would you feel if I was to map out your life without knowing exactly what you were
looking for?

Having the opportunity to stay in their foster homes during such a tough transition will help them
pursue their post-secondary goals. I am positive that you will see more foster youth graduate from
college or chosen vocational program. A higher education leads one to generate more earnings, which
leads to higher tax revenue, and young adults will be less likely to become dependent on public
assistance. There is a high probability they will not be homeless. And best of all, they will be better
prepared to raise the next generation because they are better prepared to be self—supporting and care
for their future children, so those children will not need to enter foster care.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

Grace M. Houghton



Date: March 9,2013

To:Senator Suzanne Chun Oa.kland,Chair and members of the Committee on Human Services

From: Curte Oda

In support of bill SB 1340_SD2 in regards to Foster Care.

In regards to this bill I believe that it is a step in the right direction. After looking at the

research in regards to the kids who are in foster care and when they transition out it is a very

dismal prospect. Homelessness, crime, and other issues are daunting prospects for the kids in

foster care. Because of the lack of support that these kids have it is a very difficult transition

because they no longer have the resources from foster care and they really have nobody else to

tum to. It is expected of an individual that they have the skills that are necessary to survive in

the world when they tum 18 and while the reality is a different aspect. It is a difficult journey to

become financially stable for someone who is attending school or for the first time trying to pay

rent or other bills and it is compounded when you have no type of assistance. The kids who are

in foster care will face all of these challenges with a limited amount of resources and lack of

knowledge.

This bill would help to give these kids more time to adjust to a new chapter in

their life when they become 18. This transition is a difficult transition and giving them the ability

to become financially and emotionally stable is definitely a requirement. While this would add

on to the already strained resources the emotional, financial and physical well being of these kids

would improve because they are no longer denied their resources. This would not only help the

kids but also the communities so that they can contribute to their communities and live happy

and productive lives. Thank you for your time and patience.

Curte Oda



kobayashi1-Joni

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 10, 2013 7:20 AM
To: HUStestim0ny
Cc: iijimac@al0ha.net
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1340 on Mar 12, 2013 09:30AM

Categories: Maroon

SB1340
Submitted on: 3/10/2013
Testimony for HUS on Mar 12, 2013 09:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Jane Dickson Individual Support No 1

Comments: Aloha, I am Jane Dickson. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of
S.B. 1340, Relating to Foster Care. As the parent of two young adults, I know first hand that young
people are making many life decisions and taking on important new responsibilities. The choices they
make at this time of their lives will have profound consequences for their future and for the future of
those around them. I believe a voluntary foster care program will give youth support at a critical and
formative time in their lives. I was fortunate enough to hear members of the HI H.O.P.E.S. board,
former foster youth, talk about their own experiences aging out of foster care. It was very clear that
they benefited enormously when they had a strong support system. It was deeply moving to listen to
these courageous young men and women describe the difference that caring, encouraging adults
made in their lives. I hope all young people can have the opportunity to make their first steps into their
adult lives with a network of support. I believe that helping foster youth make a successful transition
to adulthood will have long term benefits for them and for our communities. I believe that this is both
the wise and the right thing to do for our youth. Thank you so much for this opportunity to testify.
Sincerely, Jane Dickson

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capit0l.hawaii.gov

1



Aloha, Representative Carroll ancl members of the House Committee on Human Services:

Thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony in strong support of Senate Bill 1340 to increase the
maximum age for foster care from 18 to 21 to provide additional support to youths who are preparing to
leave the foster ca re system.

Those of us who have worked with teenagers in foster care have seen how some of them struggle to
find a foothold in the adult world. Everyone faces challenges growing up, but youth who have been in
foster care for prolonged periods usually haven't had the stability, family support and positive adult
mentoring that is so important to guide young people from childhood to successful adulthood.

The research data documents what all of us have seen, which is that foster youth often need extra help
with this critical transition period. We know that foster youths are less likely to have a high school
diploma and more likely to have been arrested than their peers. We know they are less likely to be
employed, and the girls are at higher risk for becoming pregnant.

In many cases, foster youths have experienced extremely chaotic lives through no fault of their own. A
teenager who has spent years moving from house to house within the foster care system likely has
spent little time making realistic plans for the future. He or she may not be ready at age 18 to sun/ive
alone in the adult world, but may not have anywhere to go.

House Bill 873 will provide these youths with additional time to organize their lives and prepare for
productive adulthood. Extending state support to these youths for just a little longer can help them get
firmly established at work or school, and set them on a positive path.

Mahalo for your consideration.

Kevin Dayton

Hilo foster parent



Aloha, Representative Mele Carroll, Representative Bertrand Kobayashi and Committee
members:

I strongly support Senate Bill 1340 to increase the maximum age forfoster care from 18 to 21
to provide additional support to youths who are preparing to leave the foster care system.

As a foster parent, I am very aware of the struggles some foster youth have at they begin their
adult lives. It's hard enough for kids who have more normal lives. Foster youth transitioning
into adulthood need mentors and ‘parents’ to support them as they gradually become
independent. They need extra time to establish themselves as adults with a job or education
and a place to live. More time to transition will result in more productive, happier adults. Let's
give these children a better chance and show them that they continue to matter.

House Bill 873 will provide these youths with additional time to prepare for a productive
adulthood.

Mahalo for your consideration.

Sandi Dale, foster parent (resource caregiver)

Kailua



SERENA L. PODISH
WILLIAM S. RICHARDSON SCHOOL OF LAW, CLASS OF 2013

2515 DOLE STREET, HONOLULU, HI 96822
Serena9@hawaii.edu

Sunday, March 10, 2013

House Committee on Human Sen/ices
Rep. Mele Carroll, Chair
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

Conference Room 329
Hawaii State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, H1 96813

RE: Support of SB 1340 Relating to Foster Care
Hearing Scheduled Tuesday, March 12, 2013 at 9:30 AM

To the Members of the House Committee on Human Services:

l write today in strong support of SB 1340 that would, in part, establish the young adult voluntary foster
care program to care for and supervise eligible foster youth until age twenty-one.

Growing up I have always believed the saying “it takes a village to raise a child.” Today the story seems
to have changed to “if it’s not my child, it’s not my problem.” We have forgotten that all children are our
children. It is our collective responsibility to ensure they have the resources, support, services and
encouragement they need to succeed.

l was fortunate to have the support of my mother and mentors—adults who cared and were committed to
my development. That support did not cut offwhen l tumed eighteen. ln fact, twelve years later I still
receive support, encouragement, and advice from mentors who are now life-long friends. Many foster
youth are not so fortunate. Upon aging out of the system, if they do not have a care provider who will
voluntarily assume the role past eighteen, the youth are left to “sink or swim”—navigate the
responsibilities of adulthood with no introduction or guidance.

We can make a difference to ensure foster children, our children, receive the tools, skills, encouragement
and support they need before they become eighteen and make certain they have a stable foundation to
successfully transition into adulthood and independence. We want to make certain they not only survive,
but thrive. We can do this by supporting SB 1340 to extend foster care to twenty one. To make it even
stronger—I would encourage amending SB 1340 to extend the age to twenty-five.

For the reasons set forth above, I strongly support SB 1340 and pray committee members support this bill
as well to ensure it passes. Please do what is in the best interest of the youth of today who are our futures
of tomorrow. Thank you for the opportunity to submit my comments. Your consideration is greatly
appreciated.

Respectfully,

/s/ Serena L. Podish



kobayashi1-Joni

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 10, 2013 6:47 PM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: Haku1234@aol.c0m
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1340 on Mar 12, 2013 09:30AM

Categories: Maroon

SB1 340
Submitted on: 3/10/2013
Testimony for HUS on Mar 12, 2013 09:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Sharon tanaka Individual Support No 1

Comments: Special needs students receive services until age 21, why not not foster care so students
may continue their education as per mandated education. I have experienced foster care enabling
students to become more productive members of our community. Please support SB1340!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



kobayashi1-Joni

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 11, 2013 8:14 AM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: adair@fincher.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1340 on Mar 12, 2013 09:3OAM*

Categories: Maroon

SB1340
Submitted on: 3/11/2013
Testimony for HUS on Mar 12, 2013 09:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Adair Fincher Individual Support No l

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



kobayashi1-Joni

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 11, 2013 7:43 AM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: day|inrose.gibson@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB1340 on Mar 12, 2013 09:3OAM*

Categories: Maroon

SB1340
Submitted on: 3/11/2013
Testimony for HUS on Mar 12, 2013 09:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Daylin-Rose Gibson Individual Support No l

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@cagitol.hawaii.gov

1



kobayashi1-Joni

From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 10, 2013 10:25 PM
To: HUStestim0ny
Cc: eebrowni@hawaii.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1340 on Mar 12, 2013 09:30AM

Categories: Maroon

SB1340
Submitted on: 3/10/2013
Testimony for HUS on Mar 12, 2013 09:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Eliza Browning Individual Support No 1

Comments: I strongly support SB 1340.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



TO: Representative Mele Carroll, Chair
Representative Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services

HEARING: Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30 am
Conference Room 329

FROM: Brian Keala Benz

RE: SB 1340 — Relating to Foster Care Services

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in favor of SB 1340, which would extend foster care age
for services, establishing the young adult voluntary foster care program to care for and supervise eligible
foster youth until age twenty-one.

Teenagers in foster care endure trauma due to abuse or neglect separation from their parents
and often repeated separations from a fosterfamilies. When they turn 18, many leave their
resource families. Those required to leave care at age 18 were 2.7 time more likely to be
homeless. Those remaining in care double the odds that young people would be working or in
school, likely to have completed at least one year of college by age 21 and are more likely to
access independent living services. Young women remaining in care experience a 38%
reduction of pregnancy before age 20.

By extending the foster care age to twenty one we are strengthening there foundation they stand on,
the opportunity to succeed in life from the support they obtained through foster care programs.
Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully Yours,

Brian Keala Benz



March 10, 2013
Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 1340
Extension ofvoluntary foster care age

I am writing to you today as an ordinary citizen of Hawaii. We often talk about
values of ohana and the aloha spirit; now is the time to put action behind those
words.

I come from a well-adjusted, supportive and loving family. I have good friends, was
blessed with the ability to go to school, and come home to a warm home. I work full
time at NAVFAC Pacific Engineering Command at Pearl Harbor and go to night
classes for Master's in Social Work at UH Manoa. There is no way that I could have
done any of this alone. Even with the love and support of my family and friends, it
took me until age 26 or 27 to be professionally and financially independent.

I cannot imagine what it would be like ifl did not have somewhere to call home after
18. There is no way we can expect any ofour children to be ready until they are
ready. There is no magic age where we can say with certainty that, “yup, you are on
your own now." Even in your comfortable, normal lives, could you live without
family and friends to call on in times of need? When are we ever really
“independent”? So how can we expect an 18 year old, a foster care child no less, to
be fully ready for the challenges of independent living. Multiply this with the
ridiculous cost ofliving here in Hawaii and we really have issues for our young
adults. Many of my friends and family who went to college, and work full-time, still
live at home with their parents and significant others. Ifl had children of my own, I
would let them live at home until they feel good and ready to go out on their own.
The best I could do is being supportive and encouraging of their own life situations
and decisions.

The most critical thing I am learning in both in my personal life and through school
is the importance of social capital. Like I stated earlier, everythingl have, being in
the position that I am today, is all thanks to the support from everyone around me.
Family, friends and the larger community all contribute to my life. For that I am
grateful. I hope that we can extend this same love and support to others around us.
They say that it takes a village to raise a child. The older I get and the more
experience I have, I realize how true this saying is.

Please pass Senate Bill 1340.

Thank you,
]on Shindo



TO: Representative Mele Carroll, Chair
Representative Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services

HEARING: Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30 am
Conference Room 329

FROM: Michael P. Dale

RE: SB 1340 Relating to Foster Care

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. I strongly support this bill.

I am a foster parent because my father was a foster child.

Take care of our ohana, |et’s keep them on track, right up to the finish line!



To: Representative Mele Carroll, Chair
Representative Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair
Committee on Human Services

Hearing: Tuesday, March 12, 2013
9:30 am
Conference Room 329

From: Savannah Mariani

Re: In support ofbill SB 1340

I am a former foster youth. While in care, my last placement was a very nurturing and supportive
one. My guardians took the time to make sure I was prepared for adulthood and they supported
all of my educational goals. I made the decision to leave my home with my foster parents just
afier graduating high school because I felt that Iwas we'll prepared. However, there were many
struggles and obstacles that I faced that I was not entirely prepared for which included housing,
employment, and leaming to budget effectively. Also, the most challenging aspect of living on
my own was not knowing who to talk to or what to do when I was having difficulty coping with
stresses of my everyday life like relationships, financial stability, and school. I was fortunate
enough to have had a wonderfiil foster parent who took her duties past my 18th birthday.

However, I am aware that many youth are not as fortunate to have a strong support system.
Among the many youth who do not have continuous support afier aging out were my siblings.
My youngest sister had to move out ofher foster home two weeks after graduation. She had a
hard time finding stable housing and eventually came to stay with me. I supported my sister the
best I could, especially since she ended up pregnant at 18. But I had a hard time supporting
myself. Although things worked out for her and she now has a beautiful family with her boy
friend and daughter I think that if she was able to stay in a stable supportive home things would
have been easier. She needed the same support Ihad to prepare for adulthood, and she needed
guidance for her future. I believe that if she was allowed to stay longer in her placement she
would have gotten a better chance at getting into school and it would have given her the time she
needed to prepare for independence. I am in full support of foster care being extended to 23 for
youth in higher education, if a youth is in agreement. Ibelieve it will give support and stability to
the youth and help them become successful young adults. Please vote yes on SB 1340.

Savannah Mariani
Savannah.mariani@yahoo.com
808-756-5012



To: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair, Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice-Chair, and members ofthe
Ways and Means Committee

From: Rochelle Coop

Re: In support ofbill SB 1340, SDI

Date: Tuesday, February 12, 2013 , 1:45 pm, Conference Room 016

I am the Youth Outreach Coordinator for Hawaii Foster Youth Coalition on Maui. I am also a
fonner Foster Youth.

At the time I was in Foster care there was no ILP, or “readiness for the world” training. Ihad
moved into four different foster families in the last 4 years ofhigh school, barely having time or
courage to bond with the foster families. I went off to College at the age of 18 years old, without
the support of a family. My foster parents, no longer supported by the state as Ihad turned 18,
were unable to help me in times of need while I found my way in the big new world. It was “sink
or swim". And I struggled and really floundered around those first few years. Somehow I
survived it all, but at the end ofmy stretched out 5 years ofcollege to be a social worker, I quit
just before earning my degree. That was only one ofmany choices I made along the way; that if
I had the guiding hand of a parental figure to tum to, Iwould have made better choices and been
so much happier, productive and healthier. . . . . . . ....and I believe Iwould have an easier life even
to this day. The tremendous stress and physiological impact I went through “going it alone”
those first few years of adulthood, while recovering from a challenging childhood were very
tumultuous. This suffering could be relieved and chances for success in building a healthy life
would surely increase significantly with extended time with foster families and the support this
bill, SB 1340, SDI would bring. Afler all a foster youth goes through by the time they turn 18,
it doesn’t seem economical or thoughtful to have this support end abruptly without considering
that healthy human development and needs required to grow up doesn’t just END at 18. The
opportunity this bill: SB 1340, SDI , has to make a monumental difference to countless youth is
hopeful and exciting. I pray for this evolution passionately. Please vote yes on SB 1340, SD1.

Rochelle Coop

32 Alanui Place, Kula, HI. 96790
(808) 280-2666

Rochellecoop@gmail.com
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