
SB1236 
Requires installation of fiber optic cable systems in 
new single- family, duplex, condominium, and apartment 
dwellings. 
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S.B. 1236 

Chairs Dela Cruz, Wakai, and Espero. Vice Chai rs Slam, Nishihara, and Baker, a[)d 

members of the committee, thank you for the opport un ily to testi fy on S. B. 1236. 

The O ffice o f In format ion Management and Technology supports the intent of S.B. 1236, 

whi ch requires the insta llat ion of fiber optic cable systems in new s ingle-famil y, duplex , 

condominium. and apartment dwellings. 

As part of the Hawai i Broadband Ini tiali ve (HBI), the Technica l Ass isla nce Project ai ms 

10 implement poli cy at the State and local leve ls that will support a minimum broadband 

technology requ irement in all bui ldi ngs and co mmunity development projects and enhanced 

computer and Internet access, di saster management capa bilities and emergency 

serv ices/comm unications with the pUbl ic. 

The Techn ical Assistance Proj ect wi ll provide severa l recommendations for statutory 

changes at the appropri ate Stat e or Coun ty leve l in order for agencies to implement broadband as 

critical infrastructure for d isaster management and emergency response purposes, including: 

I. Sta tute or ord inance requiri ng developers to file a broadband plan for newly plalUled 

communities and other developments, including high·riscs and hotels. 



2, Statu te or ordinance requiring registered community associati ons to file a broadband 

plan. 

3. Statute or ordinance requiring high-ri se and hote ls to insta ll bi-directional amplifiers that 

wi ll allow greatcr penetration of digita l signal s. 

Passage of S.B. 1236 wil l address the first recommcndation made by the Technical 

Ass istance Projcct. This measure is also closely related to S.B. 941 , wh ich provides for a 

stream lined and expedi ted broadband permitting process. 

OTMT defe rs to other appropria tc agencies fo r further comlllcnts on the substantive 

effects of this bill. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this mailer. 
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WRITTEN TESTIMONY ON 
SB 1236 - RELATING TO FIBER OPTICS 

By Donn Yabusaki , Cable Television Administrator 
Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. 

TO THE HONORABLE DONOVAN M. DELA CRUZ, GLENN WAKAI, AND WILL 
ESPERO, CHAIRS, AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEES: 

The Department opposes this bill as written , which would require that a fiber optic 

cable system be installed in every new single-family, duplex, condominium, or 

apartment dwell ing constructed. The Department strongly supports the expansion of 

broadband infrastructure and access throughout the State. However, the Department 

believes that this bill would place an undue financial burden on many homeowners who 

may never need , or be able to fully utilize, such a system. 
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The neighbor island counties, in particular, have many areas of sparse 

population that are remote, and that often present geographical and other challenges for 

wireline-based providers to provide broadband service. These areas may never have 

wi reline-based fiber networks for broadband service, but may instead be served through 

other technologies more feasible for the area , such as existing copper-based 

technology, wireless technology, or other technologies that may be available in the near 

future. 

The Department thus believes that policy efforts should primarily focus upon 

reducing barriers to the deployment of the broadband infrastructure backbone as 

opposed to policy directed at, or related to, specific "last mile" technologies to or within a 

home. If minimum broadband technology requirements are desired, the Department 

believes that such requirements, with input from the counties, should be placed upon 

building/community development projects where fiber connectivity is assured and 

enhanced access will provide benefits that warrant the cost of an internal fiber optic 

cable system. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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Chairs Dela Cruz, Wakai. Espero and members o f the Committees: 

I am Ken Hiraki , testifying 011 behalf of Hawaiian Telcom on S8 1236 - Relating to 
Fiber Optics. 

Hawaiian Telcom supports S8 1236 as an innovat ive and creative ap proach for 
promoting the deployment of advanced broadband speeds and capabilities. As the lale Senator 
Daniel K. Inouye once procla imed at a hearing on the importance of broadband: 

"Broadband molters beca/lse broadband ('O/lImlll1icalions have become the great 
economic engine of Oil" time. Broadballd deployment drives opporflllliriesjor business, 
educatioll, and heaifhcare ... Add 10 lhis hl/ndreds (ljmil!iolls (~f dolfars ill savings throllgh e
government and telemedicine illit;ative~' and untold riches \lie Clln reap by tapping the genill.\' of 
web· based entreprenellrs in evel)' comer of this COlll1l1 y . The casejrJ/' beller broadband is 
cleol' . .. 

Passage of th is bill wi ll allow homeow ners to access the most advanced broadband 
services available in Hawaii . Simultaneously, stimulating household demand for advance 
broadband services incentivizcs broadband providers to upgrade its broadband infrastructure . 
Supporting measures such as S8 1236 are important if Hawaii is to reach its broadband goals of 
providing residents throughout the state advanced broadband services of the caliber and at the 
pricing available in the leadin g developed nations of the world . 

Based on th e aforementioned, Hawaiian Telcom respectfully requests that thi s measure 
be adopted. Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.
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