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In consideration of  
SENATE BILL 1009, SENATE DRAFT 1 

RELATING TO TORT LIABILITY 
 

Senate Bill 1009, Senate Draft 1 proposes to make permanent the liability protections afforded to 
lifeguards.  The Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) notes that Senate Bill 
1009, Senate Draft 1 inserted an effective date of January 1, 2020.  As such, the Department 
respectfully asks this Committee to restore the “upon approval” effective date.  
Accordingly the Department strongly supports this Administration measure. 
 
At present, the liability protections afforded to lifeguards in Act 170, Session Laws of Hawaii 
(SLH) 2002, will sunset on June 30, 2014.  Act 170, SLH 2002, provides liability protection for 
lifeguard services on the beach or in the ocean, except for gross negligence or wanton acts or 
omissions.  This limited liability protection was made necessary because some counties would 
not provide lifeguard services at state beach parks, due to the fear of potential liability that might 
ensue.  Thus, Act 170 created a climate in which lifeguard services could be provided by the 
counties without fear of liability.  This is a life-saving measure that deserves to be made 
permanent, effective upon approval of the measure.   
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	William Aila, Director, Department of Land and Natural Resources, Supports
	Mark Rigg, City and County of Honolulu, Supports
	Ralph Goto, Hawaiian Lifeguard Association, Support
	Robert Carroll, Support

