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TESTIMONY ON HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 218 / HOUSE RESOLUTION 174
URGING THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS TO AWARD THE CONGRESSIONAL
MEDAL OF HONOR TO JOHN KUULEI KAUHAIHAO, OF HONAUNAU, HAWAII
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BY

MAJOR GENERAL DARRYLL D. M. WONG
March 27, 2013

Chair Takai, Vice Chair Ito, and Members of the Veterans, Military, & International Affairs, &
Culture and the Arts Committee:

| am Major General Darryll D. M. Wong. | am testifying in SUPPORT of House Concurrent
Resolution 218 / House Resolution 174

John K. Kauhaihao enlisted in the Hawaii Army National Guard in 1959 while still in high school.
He served honorably and rose to the rank of sergeant. Senior officers in his command
recognized his leadership and management skills and provided him an opportunity to attend
Officer Candidate School. John Kauhaihao earned his commission just before the mobilization
of the 29" Infantry Brigade, Hawaii Army National Guard, in 1968.

In Vietnam, 1LT Kauhaihao was a member of Company B, 2d Battalion, gt Cavalry, 15t Cavalry
Division (Airborne). In September 1969, he was leading his platoon on a reconnaissance
operation in Tay Ninh Province when they were ambushed by more than 500 North Vietnamese
regulars in bunker fortifications.

The following narrative is taken from a Honolulu Star Bulletin article dated April 28, 2009 which
covered 1LT Kauhaihao’s induction to the U.S. Army Museum’s Gallery of Heroes at Fort
DeRussy.

Kauhaihao directed his men to cover behind several large, bamboo covered dirt
mounds. As the rest of the company moved up, there were caught in a crossfire from
flanking enemy bunkers. Seizing upon a momentary lull in the exchange of fire,
Kauhaihao hacked an opening through the bamboo grove. In the next fifteen minutes,
Kauhaihao hurled more than 30 hand grenades through this opening at the enemy
bunkers. In so doing, Kauhaihao drew enemy fire on himself again and again so that his
men could sight enemy gunners and bring them under suppressive fire. Kauhaihao
directed the withdrawal of his battered point element. He dragged vital equipment to the
rear and helped wounded soldiers to a position of safety. While rejoining his men to the
company’s main force, Kauhaihao sighted an enemy squad moving up on his tattered
platoon. As he advanced to engage the approaching enemy, Kauhaihao was mortally
wounded by enemy fire.

For his courageous actions that day, he was posthumously awarded the Distinguished Service
Cross.



We believe his heroic actions clearly warrant an upgrade to the Medal of Honor. The Honorable
John McHugh, Secretary of the Army, should direct a reexamination of the facts surrounding
these acts of heroism by 1LT Kauhaihao.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony.



vmitestimonz

From: Stephen Lum [starrynight52@hotmail.com]

Sent: Monday, March 25, 2013 7:20 AM

To: vmitestimony; JUDtestimony

Cc: galen yoshimoto - scd; mark takai - leg; Lisa Vargas Omo

Subject: HCR218/HR174 - 1LT K

Attachments: 2009-0427828HonAdv&HonSB LT K - Vietnam doc; 1970 Winter Hawaii Guardsman - LT

K.pdf; 1998 pupu33-1 1LT K p3.pdf; 1998 pupui3-2 68 Call-up ann p4.pdf

Attached are stories written in the Hawaii National Guard publications and local newspapers over the
years noting 1LT John K. Kauhaihao's humble beginnings in Capt. Cook, Kona, Hawaii to his
honorable service to our country in Vietnam.

LT K joined the Hawaii Army National Guard while still in high school, in 1959. The sergeant earned
his officer commission shortly before his unit, the 29th Infantry Brigade was mobilized during the
Vietnam War, in 1968. Like all the recipients of the Medal of Honor he took on the enemy

without regards to his own life, keeping enemy at bay while protecting his platoon.

The upgrade request is not without precedence, many the the Distinguished Service Cross
recipients were deserving of the MoH, but their ethnicity prevented their presentation.

His wife, Shirley Ann P. Kauhaihao (lkeuchi), was left to raised their four children.

Prior to Jun. 21, 2000 the Hawaii Army National Guard had no heroes that had received the Medal of
Honor,* but all that changed when 22 Asian American's Distinguished Service Cross medals (eight
of though recipients were with the mobilized Hawaii National Guard, prior to the creation of the famed
100th Infantry Battalion) from World War |l were upgraded 57 years later. The award was upgraded
to the Medal of Honor after Congress directed the Secretary of the Army to review all awards of the
DSC to Americans of Japanese and Pacific Islands descent to determine if racial bias had influenced
the awards process.

Eight of the medal recipients have direct ties to the Hawaii Guard. Most were presented
posthumously by then President William J. Clinton. A Distinguished Service Cross was also upgraded
to Medal of Honor for a former HIARNG Soldier who served in the Korean War and was presented
posthumously by President Barrack Obama on Oct. 28, 2009.

*Highest military honor awarded by Congress for risk of life in combat beyond the call of duty;
the awardees are called recipients not winners; the official name is Medal of Honor not
Congressional Medal of Honor

thank you for your consideration
Stephen M. Lum

MSG(R) Hawaii Army National Guard
Bosina and Afghanistan war veteran
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HAWAII HEROES

Wartime deeds of heroism are brought to the forefront

Ist Lt. John
Kauhaihao

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 28, 2009

Seven Hawaii soldiers will be inducted into the U.S. Army Museum's Gallery of
Herces at Fort DeRussy on Thursday. All are recipients of the Distinguished
Service Cross. These are their stories of heroism:

1st Lt. John Kauhaihao Vietnam War, Company B, 2d Battalion, 8th Cavailry,
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) September 1969

Kauhaihao was leading his platoon during a reconnaissance operation in Tay
Ninh Province when they were attacked by North Vietnamese regulars occupying
bunker fortifications. Kauhaihao directed his men to cover behind several large,
bamboo covered dirt mounds. As the rest of the company moved up, they were
caught in a crossfire from flanking enemy bunkers.

Seizing upon a momentary lull in the exchange of fire, Kauhaihao hacked an
opening through the bamboo grove. In the next 15 minutes, Kauhaihao hurled
more than 30 hand grenades through this opening at the enemy bunkers. In so
doing, Kauhaihao drew enemy fire on himself again and again so that his men
could sight enemy gunners and bring them under suppressive fire.

Kauhaihao directed the withdrawal of his battered point element. He dragged vital equipment to the rear and
helped wounded soldiers to a position of safety. While rejoining his men to the company’'s main force,
Kauhaihao sighted an enemy squad moving up on his tattered platoon. As he advanced to engage the
approaching enemy, Kauhaihao was mortally wounded by enemy fire.

Source: U.S. Army Museum



A SPECIAL SORT OF MAN

Lieutenant John K. Kauhihao was a
special sort of man. He spent most
of his life on the Kona Coast of
Hawaii, going to school, making a
living, raising a family, and fishing
when he wanted to relax and think.
John died in Vietnam last year in a
final effort that won him the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross, the
nation’s second highest combat
award.

His handwritten autobiography
in the OCS files sketches a man of
quiet strength and determination,
who was devoted to his wife and
four children. There are other
letters in the file with the auto-
biography—letters of recommenda-
tion from his clergyman, a family
friend, and one from his company
commander in Kona. Descriptive
phrases recur in the letters, “learns
quickly,” ““well coordinated,” “has
a great deal of strength and stam-
ina.” A sheaf of colored forms adds
more to the picture of John's char-
acter. His OCS classmates thought
of him as fair, enthusiastic, cooper-
ative, and a man who was always
ready to help someone else. The
staff at OCS concurred, and John
Kauhaihao was selected to receive
both the Hawaii National Guard
Association and the Association of
the United States Army awards for

leadership,
The awards were presented on
Friday, May 10, 1968. A short

while later, his unit was activated.
John was eventually reassigned to
an infantry company of the First
Cavalry Division.

On Friday, September 5, 1969,
he was briefed by his OCS class-
mate, Lieutenant Zenon Wong,
prior to a reconnaissance patrol
near Tay Ninh. Later, during that
mission, in the dense jungle, the
patrol was fired upon by a battal-
ion-size force of North Vietnamese
regulars occupying bunker fortifica-
tions.

After John had directed his men
to cover behind large bamboo-
covered dirt mounds, the rest of the
company moved up to lend support
fire to the pinned down element,

6

John Kauhaihao, Jr. receives the DSC from MG Sternberg as Mrs. Kavhaihao, MG Webster

and BG Schaefer look on.

only to be caught in a crossfire
from flanking enemy bunkers. Seiz-
ing upon a momentary lull in the
exchange of fire, Lieutenant
Kauhaihao hacked an opening
through the bamboo growing over
the dirt mound behind which he
had taken cover. During the next
15 minutes, he hurled more than 30
hand grenades at the enemy bunk-
ers, drawing enemy fire on himself
again and again so that his men
could sight the enemy gunners and
bring them under suppressive fire.

Lieutenant Kauhaihao then
directed the withdrawal of his
battered point element, crawling
over a hundred meters of fire-swept
terrain to drag vital equipment to
the rear and helping wounded sol-
diers to positions of safety.

Later, as he and his men moved
to rejoin the company’s main force,
John sighted an enemy squad mov-

|
| ]
ing up on them. He engaged the |
approaching enemy and was mor- |
tally wounded by their fire. [

For his extraordinary heroism,
which cost him his life, Lieutenant
Kauhaihao was awarded the Dis
tinguished Service Cross.

Shirley Ann Kauhaihao, John's ’
wife, and John Jr, one of the four
children, recently received the
award from Major General Ben
Sternberg, Commanding General of |
USARHAW.

John Kauhaihao lived for 27 §
years. His life was shaped by his
personal choices. He chose to join
the National Guard. He chose to
become an officer, and he chose to
perform some difficult tasks as a |
leader. John was one of those
special men whose service in uni- ®
form make the wearing of that uni
form a very special privilege for the |
rest of us,

HAWAIl GUARDSMAN
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Finally...
Recognition
Gov. Benjamin J.
Cayetano ties a
mobilization
streamer on the
29th Separate In-
fantry Brigade
colors, during the
30th commemo-
ration of the bri-
gade’s activation
during the Viet-
nam war.

By 2nd Lt. Jonathan M. Shiroma

Thirty vears may have gone by, but the
memories of May 13, 1968 are still very
clear for the soldiers of the Hawaii Army
National Guard's 29th Separate Infantry Bri
gade.

On that date, more than 4,000 Hawaii
Army Guard soldiers were activated into fed-
€

ral duty and thrown into one of the most
oontroversial wars the United States has ever
been involved with . .. Vietnam.

More than 1,100 would eventually de
ploy to Southeast Asia and 29 soldiers would
lose their lives while serving their country.

“We must never forget those who fought
g0 bravely and ultimately gave their lives for
their country,” said Gov. Benjamin .J.
retano, commander in chief of the Ha
wail National Guard. during the 30th com
memoration of the activation ceremony held
at the brigade’s headquarters. The governor
thanked all those who had come to honor
the Guard's fallen heroes, especially the
families of soldiers like 1st Lt. John K.
Kauhathao, who died saving his platoon and
Spe. 6 Thomas T. Horio, who was a pris-
oner of war.

The governor also tied on a mobilization
streamer to the 29th Brigade's color:
ognition of the 68 call-up.

In his welcoming remarks, Maj. Gen.
Edward V. Richardson, the adjutant general
and Vietnam veteran, reflected on the mood
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WITH A SONG IN HIS HEART -- Arthur DeFries
sts out in song in tribute to his brother Spe.
Gaylord K. Defries. Gaylord, a 299th Infantry
soldier activated with the 29th Separate Infantry
Brigade, died in service to his country.

and events of the days leading up to the acti-
vation. “We are here to give a real welcome
home to you, the soldiers. who served gal-
lantly and brought distinetion to their units,
community and family,” said Richardson.
The Hawaii Guard soldiers received the
first notified of their activation by local morn-
ing radio show personality Hal . Akuhead
Pupule’Lewis, said Richardson, an F-102
Delta Dagger pilot who flew escort missions
for bombers in Vietnam. “The dayv after
Christmas 1968, I took a flight for Vie
along with six brigade soldiers

.also
on to assignments in Southeast Asia. They

were part of the silent majority — those who
answered the call when their country needed
them.”

Twenty-nine M-16 rifles, planted in the
ground with battle helmets fixed on top, lined
the sidewalk leading up to the headquarters,
a symbol of the soldiers who died during the
Vietnam activation.

“It still hurts, to remember my friends
who died in those killing fields,” said one
Vietnam vet who did not want to be identi-
fied. “T lost two of my very best friends be-
cause of the war, vet, I'm proud to say they
gave their all despite how unpopular the war
was back home.”

“It really woke me up,” said Chief War-
rant Officer Paul N. Kahunahana about the
activation. “There was so much opposition,
but we were called to do our job and that’s
what we did. It made us realize that we had

S, It Class Wepme T Dha
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FAREWELL ONCE MORE — Retired Brig. Gen Frederick A

and his wife, Evelyn, salute the 29 fallen heroes of the 29th Separate Infantry
Brigade who died during the unit's activation.

to depend on each other to make it through,”
he said. Kahunahana works full-time with
the Hawaii Army Guard's vehicle and equip-
ment maintenance shop.

“I remember that day so well,” said re-
tired Brig. Gen. Frederick A. Schaefer I11,
who served as the commander of the bri-
gade during the activation. “We were all at
Fort DeRussy’s Kuroda Field. . . there was
a whole lot of leis, loved ones . . . a lot of
Aloha.”

But Schaefer pointed out, the grim re-
ality was some of the soldiers would be
off to war, in the midst of public protests

|

THANKS FOR HIS SERVICE — Gov. Benjamin .J. Cayetano shares a moment with Murs
Ikeuchi, the widow of 1st Lit. John K. Kauhaihao, while Mrs. Vicky Cayetano and others also walk
along the roll of honor.

and demonstrations,

“There was a lot of tension in the air,”
said Schaefer, “but through it all, I beheve
our Hawaii soldiers, for the most part, served
their country well and gave their all for the
cause,”

Now, in 19898, Schaefer sayvs, the Hawaii
Guard's Vietnam activation should serve as
a reminder to the next generation of soldiers.

“Being ready is the key to all the training
vou receive during drill status because you
never know when a potential hot spot will
erupt and an activation ordered,” said
Schaefer.

Sart. 1at{
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