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H.C.R. NO.Z€

HOUSE CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION

URGING THE FORMATION OF A TASK FORCE TO DEVELOP LEGISLATIVE
RECOMMENDATIONS THAT INCLUDE HEALTH AS A PRIORITY IN LAND
USE PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION DECISIONS.

WHEREAS, obesity is a major health and economic concern for
Hawaii and the nation, causing higher medical costs and lower
quality of life; and

WHEREAS, in Hawaii one in three children entering
kindergarten is overweight or obese and one in two adults is
overweight or obese; and

WHEREAS obesity—related medical expenditures in Hawaii were
calculated to be over $470 million in 2009, and are continuing
to rise; and

WHEREAS, obesity is a complex and multifaceted issue
requiring the collaboration of stakeholders in government, non-
profit, private and health care sectors to create systematic
large—scale environmental changes; and

WHEREAS, in the past two decades, the environments that
affect opportunities for physical activity have changed
drastically and obesity prevention initiatives need to focus on
creating environments that provide opportunities for physical
activity; and

WHEREAS, due to the significant effect of the built
environment on health and the direct effect that transportation
decisions have on land use and community design, Hawaii must
work on transforming the current transportation and land use
planning systems to achieve transportation and land use policies
that promote health;

WHEREAS, all levels of government (federal, state, and
local) have important responsibilities in transportation and
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2 H.C.R. NO. 17»
land use planning. From zoning regulations to the construction
of transportation systems, government decisions regarding land
use have a significant impact on public health; and

WHEREAS, public health practitioners have a critical role
to play to achieve this transformation; and

WHEREAS, discussion between public health practitioners and
all levels of government needs to take place to ensure
coordination and collaboration between transportation and land
use planning stakeholders; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED that collaboration between state agencies is
encouraged when developing policies that impact environmental
factors that contribute to poor health and inequities; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Department of Health is
requested to establish a Healthy Community Design Task Force
tasked with:

(1) Developing legislative recommendations that include
improved health as a priority in land use planning and
transportation decisions, including, but not limited
to creating policies and funding for bicycle and
pedestrian facilities on all appropriate streets,
roads and highways statewide and adding health as a
consideration in land use planning policies and
decisions;

(2) Identification of agencies with funding or regulatory
resources that can influence transportation and land
use planning;

(3) Creation of goals and performance metrics for outcomes
including but not limited to health and obesity;

(4) Creation of an action plan to achieve those metrics,
the action plan should address changes needed in laws,
policies, procedures, agency funding and regulatory
processes; and

(5) Identification of synergistic initiatives and
organizations for successful implementation of the
action plan, including, but not limited to Aging in
Place, reduction of Hawaii's dependence on imported
fuel, mitigation of Hawaii's congestion problem
particularly with respect to Honolulu, climate change,
and safe routes to school; and

HTH—R5(l3)



>-In-1 r-1O\OOO\IO\U1-I>ull~J>-I

12
13
14
E
M
U
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44

Page 3 H.C.R. NO. 7-2

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Healthy Community Design
Task

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)
(5)
(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)

Force include but not be limited to:

One member of the Governor's staff, appointed by the
Governor;
One member to be appointed by the Governor
of two names submitted by the President of
One member to be appointed by the Governor
of two names submitted by the President of
of Representatives;
The Director
The Director
The Director
Resources or
The Superintendent of
designee;
A representative
Recreation;
A representative
Department;
A representative
Department;
A representative
Department;
A representative

from

from

from

from

from

from a list
the Senate;
from a list
the House

of Health or Director's designee;
of Transportation or Director's designee;
of the Department of Land and Natural
director ‘s designee;

Education or Superintendent's

County Department of Parks and

each County's Public Works

each County's Planning

each County's Transportation

the University of Hawaii's
Department of Urban and Regional Planning or
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering;
A representative from the Oahu Metropolitan Planning
Organization;
A representative from the Federal Highway
Administration;
Three members having demonstrated interest in and
having backgrounds beneficial to areas such as active
transportation, land use planning, transportation,
public health, and other related areas; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force is
requested to submit a report of its findings and
recommendations, including any proposed legislation,
to the Legislature no later than twenty days prior to
the convening of the regular session of 2015; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the members of the task force
serve without compensation and receive no reimbursement for
expenses; and

HTH—R5(l3)
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Department of Health is
requested to assist the task force by providing a facilitator;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force cease to exist
on June 30, 2015; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this
Concurrent Resolution be transmitted to the Governor, the
Director of Health, Director of Transportation, each County's
Public Works Department, Transportation Department, and Planning
Department, the Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization, and the
Federal Highway Administration.

OFFERED BY: ‘
BY REQUEST

JAN 2 Z Z013
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JUSTIFICATION SHEET

Health

URGING THE FORMATION OF A TASK FORCE TO
DEVELOP LEGISLATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS THAT
INCLUDE HEALTH AS A PRIORITY IN LAND USE
PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION DECISIONS.

The purpose of this concurrent resolution is
to align state agency transportation,
housing, and land use policy to address
social determinants of health.

Adoption of the proposed concurrent
resolution.

Physical activity is known as an effective
prevention strategy for obesity. Greater
consideration of bicycle lanes, walking and
jogging lanes, and community playgrounds
should be considered in transportation and
land use planning projects.

Impact on the public: None.

Impact on the department and other agencies:
None.

None.

HTH 495.

Department of Transportation; County
planning offices.

Upon approval.

HTH—R5(l3)
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URGING THE FORMATION OF A TASK FORCE TO DEVELOP LEGISLATIVE
RECOMMENDATIONS THAT INCLUDE HEALTH AS A PRIORITY IN LAND USE

PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION DECISIONS.

House Committee on Transportation

The Department of Transportation (DOT) supports the intent of this Concurrent
Resolution by the Governor's Obesity Task Force which seeks DOT participation in the
Healthy Community Design Task Force.

However, adding health as a consideration to land use planning is so open ended that it
would be very difficult to correlate a clear nexus between obesity and health with the
attributes of land use.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.
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The Honorable Ryan l. Yamane, Chair
and Members of the Committee on Transportation

State House of Representatives
Hawaii State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Yamane and Committee Members:

Subject: House Concurrent Resolution No. 22
Relating to a Health Task Force

The Department of Planning and Permitting has comments on House Concurrent
Resolution No. 22, which would establish a task force to look at health as a priority in land use
planning and transportation decisions.

We support healthy lifestyles and recognize that public sector planning and decisions do
influence the built environment and can contribute or detract from promoting good health. Our
rapid transit system not only reduces dependence on the use of private cars, but reduces
ambient air quality, creates safer streets, and encourages more walking.

However, we are not convinced that convening a relatively large number of people, over
a somewhat broadly defined concern is the best use of limited time and resources. The
Department of Health is consulted on all major land use decisions — from amendments to
policies in the Oahu General Plan and regional plans, to impacts of specific land use projects.
Moreover, every environmental assessment and impact statement is an opportunity for the
Department of Health to provide comments on project impacts related to public mobility,
physical activity and obesity.

Rather than convening a task force at the outset, we suggest that the Department of
Health develop specific recommendations on how existing plans, standards and project review
criteria can be improved. Applicable agencies and other stakeholders can review these
recommendations and take appropriate action. If helpful, a larger discussion forum, such as a
task force, could be convened to resolve outstanding issues. Not only would this altemate
process be more efficient, but it could allow for more time on issues needing more widespread
attention.



The Honorable Ryan I. Yamane, Chair
and Members of the Committee on Transportation

State House of Representatives
Re: House Concurrent Resolution No. 22
March 25,2013
Page 2

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

GlA:jmf
hcr22-hea|thTaskForce~k

Very truly yours,

2&5?
George l. Atta, FAICP, LEED AP, CEI
Director Designate
Department of Planning and Permitting
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Conference Room 309 ‘

The House Committee on Transportation

To: Representative Ryan Yamane, Chair
Representative Linda lchiyama, Vice Chair

From: Virginia Pressler, MD, MBA .

Re: HCR 22 Urging the formation of a task force to develop legislative
recommendations that include health as a priority in land use planning and
transportation decisions
Testimony in Strong Support

My name is Virginia Pressler, MD, MBA, Executive Vice President and Chief Strategic Officer
for Hawai'i Pacific Health (HPH). HPH is a nonprofit health care system and the state's largest
health care provider anchored by its four nonprofit hospitals: Kapi'olani Medical Center for
Women & Children, Pali Momi Medical Center, Straub Clinic & Hospital and Wilcox Memorial
Hospital on Kauai. HPH is committed to providing the highest quality medical care and service
to the people of Hawai'i and the Pacific Region through its four affiliated hospitals, 49 outpatient
clinics and service sites, more than 5,400 employees and 1,300 physicians on staff,

I am writing in strong support of HCR 22 which seeks the formation of a task force to develop
legislative recommendations that include health as a priority in land use planning and
transportation decisions. This resolution is a product of the work of the Childhood Obesity
Prevention Task Force. The purpose of HCR 22 is to create a task force to work toward
interdepartmental and interagency collaboration when developing policies that impact
environmental factors that contribute to poor health and inequities.

Over the past two decades, the environments that affect opportunities for physical activity have
changed drastically and obesity prevention initiatives need to focus on creating environments
that provide opportunities for physical activity. Planning and design decisions in our community
have a tremendous impact on a wide range of public health issues. Transportation and land-
use policies are significant factors in the built environment that affect many facets of our
community such as (a) rates of injury and death caused by traffic accidents; (b) ease and safety
of physical activity; (c) greenhouse gas emissions; and (d) access to key community resources
such as health care and healthy food. HCR 22 would provide the opportunity to develop
recommendations that would potentially lead to healthier, safer environments and in the long
run lead to healthier lifestyles.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony.

KAPl‘OLANl. KAPl‘OLANl \.~':P'.@¢L@.*~.IiRiF%* §.I§§‘H.§ §}W'L°°XHE’“T“
Affiliates of l—lawai‘i Pacific Health



TO: Members of the Committee on Transportation

FROM: Natalie lwasa, aka Bike Mom
Honolulu, HI 96825
808-395-3233

HEARING: 11:15 a.m. Monday, March 25, 2013

SUBIECT: HCR 22 Task Force Land Use Planning - SUPPORT

Aloha Chair and Committee Members,

Thank you for allowing me to provide testimony on HCR 22, which would establish
a Healthy Community Design Task Force. Land use and planning play a significant
role in healthy communities.

The responsibilities outlined in this resolution require that the task force be aware of
and consider the many plans we already have in place, e.g., the Oahu Bike Plan,
Hawaii Pedestrian Master Plan and various community plans. It appears the
representatives on the task force will be able to provide information related to these
plans.

I support this resolution and ask member to vote "yes."
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