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January 30, 2013

To: Representative Mele Carroll, Chair,

And members of the Committee on Human Services

Testimony in Support of HB 873 Relating to the Young Adult Voluntary
Foster Care Act

Hawaii Youth Services Network (HYSN), a statewide coalition of youth-
serving organizations, supports HB 873 Relating to the Young Adult
Voluntary Foster Care Act.

Young people who age out of foster care at age 18 face significant
challenges. The Midwest Evaluation of Adult Functioning of Former Foster
Youth showed that by age 24.

40% of young people had been homeless since leaving foster care;

¢ Y4 did not have a high school diploma (compared to 7.35 of peers
who did not experience foster care);

¢ Half were unemployed (twice as high as the general young adult
population);

¢ 81% of males had been arrested (compared to 17% of all young
adults);

Outcomes are much better for young people who stay in care to age 21 (from
Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative Issue Brief - :

o Those required to leave care at age 18 were 2.7 times more likely to
have been homeless;

s Remaining in care more than doubled the odds that young people
would be working or in school at age 19;

o Those remaining in care were twice as likely to have completed at
least one year of college by age 21;
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¢ Young women remaining in care experienced a 38% reduction in the incidence of
pregnancy before age 20;
o Those remaining in care were more likely to access independent living services.

Extending foster care to age 21 has financial benefits for both the young adult and society.
Increasing opportunities to complete college and vocational programs results in higher
earning potential over a lifetime. Extended foster care decreases costs to society from early
child bearing as teen mothers are 2.2 times more likely to have a child placed in foster care
than those who delay child bearing until age 20 or 21.

Most young people are not prepared to take on all of the responsibilities of adult living at
age 18. Our youth in foster care deserve this support in making successful transitions to
adulthood.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

Judith F. Clark, MPH
Executive Director




