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Legislative Testimony 

 
HB865 HD1 & Proposed SD1 

Senate Committee on Education 
 

March 15, 2013    1:15 p.m.    CR414 
 

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) provides the following comments on HB865 
HD1, which would authorize the Department of Education to facilitate the redevelopment 
of public school lands to generate income to improve public school facilities and 
infrastructure.  OHA notes that the proposed SD1 has a similar purpose but alternatively 
establishes a three-year pilot program to generate revenue from uses for public purposes, 
such as workforce housing, to build and retrofit twenty-first century schools and create 
more school-centered communities.  OHA offers the following comments related to the 
“ceded” lands corpus and the public land trust. 

 
The bulk of Hawai‘i’s public schools sit on former government or crown lands that 

were ceded by the Republic of Hawai‘i to the United States in 1898, “without the consent 
of or compensation to the Native Hawaiian people of Hawaii or their sovereign 
government[.]”  P.L. 103-150 (1993).  Much of the land is also subject to the public land 
trust created by the Admission Act section 5(f). 

 
A review of the State Land Information Management System (SLIMS) shows that  79 

schools under the state’s control, or at least 1,515 acres, are ceded land that are also part 
of the public land trust.  Another 42 state schools are classified as 5(a) land; these are also 
likely ceded land, although they are not part of the public land trust.  Notably, SLIMS only 
provides public land trust status for state lands, not county or federal land; therefore the 
number of schools on ceded and/or public trust land is likely higher. 

 
OHA maintains that the state cannot diminish the ceded lands corpus until the 

Native Hawaiian people’s claim to ceded lands has been resolved.  Accordingly, we 
request clarification that HRS section 171-64.7 will apply to any proposed fee simple 
disposition of public school land.  OHA further notes that Admission Act section 5(f), 
Hawai‘i Constitution, article XII, Chapter 10, Hawai‘i Revised Statutes, Act 178, SLH 
(2006), and Executive Order 06-06 impose trust obligations on all state agencies with 
respect to public trust land.  Restricting the use of revenues generated on public trust land 
would violate the state’s obligations, therefore we request clarification that HCDA will 
continue to be subject to Act 178, SLH 2006, Exective Order 06-06, and any other future 
law providing for OHA’s pro rata portion of the public land trust. 

 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify on this important measure. 
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STATEMENT OF 
 

ANTHONY J. H. CHING, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
HAWAII COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

 
BEFORE THE 

 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

 
ON 

 
Monday, March 18, 2013 

 
1:15 P.M. 

 
State Capitol, Conference Room 414 

 
in consideration of 

 
H.B. 865, H.D. 1, PROPOSED S.D. 1 – RELATING TO PUBLIC SCHOOL 

                                           REDEVELOPMENT. 
 

Purpose:  Allows public school lands to be used to generate opportunities 

to improve public school facilities and infrastructure to meet the challenges of the 

twenty-first century and to improve the overall quality of education in Hawaii.  

The pilot program would allow the Department of Education to lease public school 

lands and allow these proceeds to be used to build or upgrade twenty-first century 

school facilities. 

Position:  The Hawaii Community Development Authority (“HCDA”) 

provides testimony in support of H.B. 865, H.D 1, especially with the proposed 

amendments offered by the Governor’s Office. 

Amongst the amendments proposed by the Governor’s Office, I note that 

“the office of the governor may contract with the HCDA for purpose of 

implementing the program; provided that any public school land site participating  
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in the program shall not be subject to the provisions of section 206E-7 that allow 

community development rules to supercede all other inconsistent ordinances and 

rules relating to the use, zoning, planning and development of land and 

construction.” 

It is my belief that the role of the HCDA would simply be to work as a 

project manager at the direction of the Governor’s Office and the Department of 

Education to implement the program.  As the HCDA is willing and able to be a 

“part of the solution” to this statewide priority, we will work as directed, with 

appropriate county administration and agencies to realize the building of twenty-

first century school facilities in Hawaii. 

The HCDA defers to the Governor’s Office and the Department of 

Education on all other matters covered in this legislative proposal.  Thank you for 

the opportunity to provide our testimony on this very important issue. 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: EDU Testimony
Cc: ress@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB865 on Mar 18, 2013 13:15PM
Date: Monday, March 18, 2013 9:22:42 AM

HB865
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for EDU on Mar 18, 2013 13:15PM in Conference Room 414

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Paula Ress Individual Oppose No

Comments: A measure that takes land from schools isn't in support of schools. Is the
idea that students will be educated from home on their iPads? Will they also save
space by competing in sports by using computer games? 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:EDUTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: EDU Testimony
Cc: Alemorrier@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB865 on Mar 18, 2013 13:15PM*
Date: Monday, March 18, 2013 6:46:25 PM

HB865
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for EDU on Mar 18, 2013 13:15PM in Conference Room 414

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Alicia Morrier Individual Oppose No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:EDUTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: EDU Testimony
Cc: mh@interpac.net
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB865 on Mar 18, 2013 13:15PM
Date: Monday, March 18, 2013 10:25:09 PM

HB865
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for EDU on Mar 18, 2013 13:15PM in Conference Room 414

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Cory Harden Individual Oppose No

Comments: Please oppose HB865. We don't need development on public school
lands.Mahalo! 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:EDUTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:mh@interpac.net
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: EDU Testimony
Cc: pualehuafarm@hotmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB865 on Mar 18, 2013 13:15PM*
Date: Monday, March 18, 2013 10:44:09 PM

HB865
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for EDU on Mar 18, 2013 13:15PM in Conference Room 414

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Pua Kamaoa Individual Oppose No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:EDUTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: EDU Testimony
Cc: richard_michael_1420@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB865 on Mar 18, 2013 13:15PM*
Date: Monday, March 18, 2013 10:44:30 PM

HB865
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for EDU on Mar 18, 2013 13:15PM in Conference Room 414

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
richard michael Individual Oppose No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:EDUTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:richard_michael_1420@yahoo.com
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: EDU Testimony
Cc: ggexcavations@hotmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB865 on Mar 18, 2013 13:15PM*
Date: Monday, March 18, 2013 10:44:53 PM

HB865
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for EDU on Mar 18, 2013 13:15PM in Conference Room 414

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Lisa Kirbin Individual Oppose No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:EDUTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:ggexcavations@hotmail.com
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: EDU Testimony
Cc: gysiemee@hotmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB865 on Mar 18, 2013 13:15PM*
Date: Monday, March 18, 2013 10:45:22 PM

HB865
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for EDU on Mar 18, 2013 13:15PM in Conference Room 414

Submitted By Organization Testifier
Position

Present
at

Hearing
Geiselle Meek Individual Oppose No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:EDUTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:gysiemee@hotmail.com
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