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The mission of The Queen’s Health Systems is to fulfill the intent of Queen Emma and King Kamehameha IV to provide in 
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H. B. 79, HD1 RELATING TO ADVANCED PRACTICE REGISTERED NURSING 

House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce 

February 25, 2013, 2:30 p.m. 

Room 325 

 

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony in strong support of H.B. 79, HD1 Relating to 

Advanced Practice Registered Nursing.  My name is Cindy Kamikawa, Vice President, Nursing, Trauma, ED and 

Chief Nursing Officer with The Queen’s Medical Center (QMC).  This measure amends Section 457-8.5(a) by 

recognizing the National Council of State Boards of Nursing’s APRN Consensus Model (Model) and clarifying 

language relating to  APRN educational requirements consistent with that Model.   

The legislature has historically passed barrier-breaking measures which included amendments to provisions 

relating to nurse/APRN licensure, certification, and education components, as well as accreditation standards for 

professional nursing programs, which are part of the Consensus Model.   

Currently nurses can only be recognized as APRNs if they have a Master’s degree in nursing. This precludes 

nurses who earn their Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) and other nationally recognized clinical doctorates in 

nursing.   This directly impacts DNP graduates of the UHM SONDH Manoa and UH Hilo School of Nursing.  The 

Master’s degree requirement impedes other states’ APRNs with clinical doctorates in nursing degrees.   

The National Council of State Boards of Nursing recently reported that all states except Hawaii accepts a 

graduate degree instead of a masters degree language in their laws for APRN licensure /certification. Amending 

Section 457-8.5(a)(4) will put Hawai’i in sync with the rest of the Nation and the National Council of State Boards 

of Nursing APRN Consensus Model. 
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HB 79, HD1, SD1  RELATING TO ADVANCED PRACTICE REGISTERED NURSING 

Chair McKelvey, Vice Chair Kawakami, and members of the House Committee on 

Consumer Protection and Commerce, thank you for this opportunity to provide 

testimony in strong support of this bill, HB 79, HD1.   

This measure amends Section 457-8.5(a) by adding clarifying language relating to  

APRN educational requirements consistent with the National Council of State Boards of 

Nursing APRN Consensus Model (Consensus Model). 

I support the amendment to Section 457-8.5(a)(4), Hawaii Revised Statutes, by: 

 Deleting: “leading to a master’s degree as a certified registered nurse 

anesthetist, a nurse midwife, a clinical nurse specialist, or a nurse practitioner” 

 Adding: “preparing the nurse for one of the four recognized APRN roles” 

Currently nurses can only be recognized as APRNs if they have a Master’s degree in 

nursing. This precludes nurses who earn their Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) and 

other nationally recognized clinical doctorates in nursing.   This directly impacts DNP 

graduates of the UHM SONDH Manoa and UH Hilo School of Nursing.  The Master’s 

degree requirement impedes other states’ APRNs with clinical doctorates in nursing 

degrees.   Amending Section 457-8.5(a)(4) will put Hawai’i in sync with the rest of the 

Nation and the National Council of State Boards of Nursing APRN Consensus Model. 

 I appreciate your continuing support of nursing and commerce in Hawai'i.  Thank you 

for the opportunity to testify. 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, February 24, 2013 10:04 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Cc: lenora@hawaii.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB79 on Feb 25, 2013 14:30PM

HB79
Submitted on: 2/24/2013
Testimony for CPC on Feb 25, 2013 14:30PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing

Dr. Lenora Lorenzo  Individual Support No

Comments: I support thi bill mahalo

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, February 24, 2013 10:07 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Cc: lenora@hawaii.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB79 on Feb 25, 2013 14:30PM

HB79
Submitted on: 2/24/2013
Testimony for CPC on Feb 25, 2013 14:30PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing

Dr. Lenora Lorenzo
American association of

nurse practitioners
Support Yes

Comments: We support this measure. Mahalo

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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