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TO THE HONORABLE ANGUS L.K. MCKELVEY, CHAIR, 

AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE: 
 

 My name is Peter Lee, and I am the Chair of the Contractors License Board’s 

Legislation Committee.   Thank you for the opportunity to comment on House Bill 

No. 695, Relating to Electricians and Plumbers. 

 This bill proposes to exempt out-of-state electricians from the license 

requirements of Chapter 448E, relating to electricians and plumbers.  While the 

Contractors License Board (“Board”) takes no position on this matter, Section 3 of the 

bill (on page 3, beginning on line 12) amends Chapter 444, HRS, relating to contractors, 

by allowing at least half of the workers performing electrical or plumbing work to be 

employees exempt from Chapter 448E, HRS.  We feel that this language may have 

unintended consequences, as it allows at least half of the electrical workers to be 

unlicensed if the other half of the electrical workers are exempt.  Furthermore, the 

amendment to section 444-9.5(b), on page 4, lines 4 and 5, appears to be unnecessary.  

Section 444-9.5(b) relates only to individuals who are licensed under Chapter 448E, 

HRS; therefore, language carving out exempt individuals is not warranted. 

 Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this bill. 
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 My name is Peter Akamu, Co-Chairperson of the Legislation Committee of the 

Board of Electricians and Plumbers (“Board”).  Thank you for the opportunity to testify in 

opposition to House Bill No. 695, which creates a new section in chapter 448E, Hawaii 

Revised Statutes, to exempt out-of-state electricians retained by a public utility holding a 

certificate of public convenience and necessity issued by the public utilities commission 

to perform high voltage electrical work for the public utility, including emergency repair 

or maintenance work, from the licensing requirements of Chapter 448E and section 

444-9.5 of the contractors licensing statute. 

Section 448E-13 already provides an exemption from licensure for public utility 

employees performing public utility work.  The Board determined at its August 3, 1999 

meeting, and reaffirmed this decision at its December 14, 2004 meeting, that public 

utility work contracted to private contractors is not exempt and licensed journey worker 

electricians are required to perform the work.  The Legislature in its wisdom provided 

the public utilities with an exemption for its employees because they are directly 
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supervised by the public utility.  However, private contractors who are contracted by the 

public utility provide supervision of their own employees and are only indirectly 

supervised by the public utility.  Therefore, the Board feels employees of private 

contractors must be qualified and licensed to perform electrical work in Hawaii.  To 

exempt out-of-state license holders from meeting qualifications for licensure others must 

meet to perform electrical work in this state merely because it’s public utility work 

subjects consumers to potential harm and establishes an uneven playing field. 

In addition, since these electricians are exempt from the Board’s regulatory 

oversight, who will insure that the out-of-state electrician is licensed or certified in the 

other state, or has not had the license or certification revoked or suspended? 

For these reasons, the Board strongly opposes this bill and requests that this 

measure be held.  Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter. 
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HB695
Submitted on: 2/7/2013
Testimony for CPC on Feb 11, 2013 15:30PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing

Troy Abraham Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.
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