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H.B. 363, HD2 RELATING TO EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES

Testimony of Loretta J. Fuddy, A.C.S.W., M.P.H.
Director of Health

Wednesday, February 20, 2013, 3:30 pm
Department’s Position: The Department of Health supports this bill provided that its passage does not
replace or adversely impact priorities indicated in our Executive Budget. We respectfully request that
the funds be appropriated directly to the City and County of Honolulu for this project.
Fiscal Implications: Appropriates funds in FY2014 for the demolition of the Ewa Beach Fire Station
and the construction of a new ambulance facility.
Purpose and Justification: The Department of Health supported Act 268 of the 2012 Legislature for a
new ambulance unit in Ewa Beach, Oahu. The new unit was needed to mitigate the closure of Hawaii
Medical Center West, and also to serve the growing population of Ewa and West Oahu.

The Honolulu Fire Department has vacated its Ewa Fire Station moving into a new station. This
location is ideal for the new Ewa ambulance unit which opened this past summer operating out of a
temporary location in Ewa. The former fire station’s building is not suitable for a new ambulance unit. The
need an additional unit in West Oahu is unchanged and therefore we recommend it become a permanent unit
and support the construction of a new facility to house the ambulance vehicle and its personnel.

We respectfully request that the funds be appropriated directly to the City and County of
Honolulu for this project.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.

Promoting Lifelong Health & Wellness
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TESTIMONY ON HB363 HD2 RELATING TO EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES

By DAYTON M. NAKANELUA,
State Director of the United Public Workers,
AFSCME Local 646, AFL-CIO (“UPW")

My name is Dayton M. Nakanelua and I am the State Director of the United Public Workers,
AFSCME, Local 646, AFL-CIO (UPW). The UPW is the exclusive representative for approximately
11,000 public employees, which include blue collar, non-supervisory employees in Bargaining Unit |
and institutional, health and correctional employees in Bargaining Unit 10, in the State of Hawaii and
various counties. The UPW also represents about 1,500 members of the private sector.

The UPW strongly supports HB 363 that appropriates general funds to the department of health
to demolish the Ewa Beach fire facility and construct an energy efficient and environmentally
sustainable emergency medical services facility at the same location.

With the closure of Hawaii Medical Center’s hospital in Ewa Beach and Liliha, the residents of
West Oahu have been negatively impacted. The building of this facility will ensure that residents will

have access to critical emergency medical services and more importantly, save lives.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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Supporting HB 363 HD 2: Relating to Emergency Medical Services

The Healthcare Association of Hawaii advocates for its member organizations that span the
entire spectrum of health care, including all acute care hospitals, as well as long term care
facilities, home care agencies, and hospices. In addition to providing quality care to all of
Hawaii’s residents, our members contribute significantly to Hawaii's economy by employing
over 40,000 people. Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of HB 363 HD 2, which
appropriates funds to construct an emergency medical services facility in Ewa Beach.

Access to emergency medical services and ambulance services was severely reduced for the
residents of Ewa Beach when Hawaii Medical Center - West closed a little more than a year ago.
Ambulances must now take patients considerable distances to emergency rooms elsewhere on
Oahu. The ability to provide acceptable levels of emergency medical services to the residents
of Ewa Beach has been threatened. This bill will expand emergency medical services and
ambulance services in the Ewa Beach community.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of HB 363 HD 2.

Phone: (808) 521-8961 | Fax:(808)599-2879 | HAH.org | 707 Richards Street, PH2 - Honolulu, HI 96813

Affiliated with the American Hospital Association, American Health Care Association, the National Association for Hame Care and Hospice, and the Council of State Home Care Associations
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Tuesday, February 19, 2013 8:51 AM

To: FINTestimony

Cc: csmorimoto@aol.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB363 on Feb 20, 2013 15:30PM*
HB363

Submitted on: 2/19/2013
Testimony for FIN on Feb 20, 2013 15:30PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Curt S. Morimoto | Individual I Support | No |
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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