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H.B. 1667, H.D.1
RELATING TO VETERANS

House Committee on Veterans, Military, & International Affairs, & Culture and the Arts

The Department of Transportation (DOT) appreciates veterans and respectfully
recognizes the merits to reward their sacrifices for duty, honor and country. Lowering
fees and charges and anything else that might be helpful to them would be a priority.

The DOT, however, opposes H.B. 1667, H.D.1 because it would have an adverse
impact on fees that support the operations, maintenance, and construction of our
highways.

This exemption for the state motor vehicle registration fee will reduce the revenues
deposited into the State Highway Fund. The state vehicle registration fee accounted for
16.5 percent of the total State Highway Fund Revenues for fiscal year 2013 and is
estimated to provide the same percentage for fiscal year 2014. Any proposed decrease
would have a negative impact on the health of the State Highway Fund.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.
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Chair Takai and members of the Committee, | am Barbara
Saromines-Ganne, Chairperson of the State Foundation on Culture and the
Arts Commission, and I am pleased to support H. B. 2593, providing that its
passage does not replacc or adversely impact priorities indicated in the
Executive Budget.

Urban art, which includes graffiti and tagging, is a form of social
commentary. a vehicle of personal expression by young generations of city
youth who are continuously looking for ways to have their voices heard.

H.B. 2593attempts to provide a creative alternative for youth that ultimately
benefits their communities. Offering a program in urban art is a viable
solution by government in the spirit of public murals and street art, which
have successfully engaged urban populations and diverse audicnces in
communitics around the world.

We arc adviscd that a task force studied the climate and identified
conditions and spaces in which youth can work. We are full y supportive of
individual State departments working with the SFCA in this proccess,

including the department of accounting and general services, the department

of land and natural resources, DLNR’s state historic preservation division



and any other stakeholders deemed appropriate. Collectively, we welcome
the opportunity to discuss how the outcomes can be cfficiently assessed.
We also hope to continue this dialog about a more permanent solution that
bridges the creative expression of our youth with the discovery of art in all
of its diverse and wonderful forms.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify before you on this matter.
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Subject: HB 2593, Relating to Urban Art

On behalf of Historic Hawai‘l Foundation (HHF), I am writing with comments on HB 2593, which would
establish a pilot program for the creation of urban art under the direction of the State Foundation on
Culture and the Arts.

The pilot program framework includes a specific provision that prior to approving the urban artwork, the
state foundation on cultural and the arts shall consult with the state historic preservation division to
determine if the proposed art work would have an adverse effect on a historic property, and to also
consult with Historic Hawai‘i Foundation and other appropriate stakeholders. If the proposed project
could adversely affect a historic property, the urban artwork would not be permitted.

While Historic Hawai‘i Foundation does not take a position on urban artwork in other situations, HHF
accepts the kuleana to provide review and comment to ensure that historic properties are treated in an
appropriate manner, and to assist the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts to carefully consider and
design projects to avoid impacts to historic resources. We have no objections to being included in such a
role in the proposed pilot project.

The State of Hawai'i, through its administrative departments, is the steward and caretaker for many
historic and cultural properties. These include schools, office buildings, museums, bridges, state parks,
engineering works, and other structures that are significant for association with historic events or persons,
or that embody distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction, represent the work of
a master, or possess high artistic value. These significant historic properties and cultural resources are
entrusted to the State to ensure their preservation, interpretation and appropriate treatment for the
enjoyment of present and future generations.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Historic Hawai‘i Foundation
680 Iwilei Road, Suite 690 * Honolulu, HI 96817 » Tel: 808-523-2900 « FAX: 808-523-0800 * www.historichawaii.org

Historic Hawai‘i Foundation was established in 1974 to encourage the preservation of historic buildings, sites and communities on all the
islands of Hawaii. As the statewide leader for historic preservation, HHF works to preserve Hawai'i’s unique architectural and cultural
heritage and believes that historic presetvation is an important element in the present and future quality of life, environmental sustainability,
and economic viability of the state.




Dear Chair Takai, Vice-Chair Ito, and members of the Commiittee on Veteran's,
Military, and International Affairs, and Culture and Arts,

My name is Hailee Kawakami and | support HB 2593 relating to Urban Art. | am
a 4" Grader at Kapaa Elementary and | believe that graffiti and vandalism can be
reduced if we allow more places for urban artists to express their creativity.
There are a lot of schools with walls that could be used as a canvas for artists to
display their work and could even help make our schools look better and be more
fun.

Just recently, Menehune Food Mart partnered with the County of Kauai and the
State Department of Education by removing all alcohol advertisements and
replacing them with family friendly messages and we did a mural on the outside
wall. Students from Kapaa Middle School and Kapaa High School athletes
helped out. We were limited in the size of our mural because of existing County
laws. '

Thank you for hearing this bill and | hope it really passes.
Sincerely,

Hailee Kawrkonmi

Hailee Kawakami
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