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by

Donald O. Straney
Chancellor, University of Hawai‘i at Hilo

HB 2443 HD1 - RELATING TO THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII AT HILO

Chair Luke, Vice Chairs Nishimoto and Johanson, and Members of the Committee:

My name is Donald Straney, Chancellor of the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo (UH Hilo).
We support HB 2443 HD1 that appropriates funds to UH Hilo to support its
memorandum of agreement with RISE 21st Century After School Program and the
implementation of the agreement by the ‘lmiloa Astronomy Center of Hawai‘i, a unit of
UH Hilo.

The ‘lmiloa Astronomy Center of Hawai‘i has been cultivating community partnerships
that targets greater engagement by Hawai‘i Island youth with the resources of UH Hilo.
A positive partnership has been established with the RISE 21st Century After School
Program that serves as a community and cultural resource for disadvantaged Native
Hawaiian youth in Keaukaha. The proposal will help to expand collaborative
opportunities supported by staffing and curriculum resources to establish mentorships,
initiate project-based learning activities, and offer academic and career planning. UH
Hilo views our continued partnership and collaboration with RISE as a positive solution
to increase access to higher education and career opportunities for Native Hawaiians on
Hawai‘i Island.

We support HB 2443 HD1 provided that its passage does not replace or adversely
impact priorities in our BOR approved budget.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on HB 2443 HD1. Aloha.
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I-IAWAI‘I COUNTY COUNCIL
25 Auptmi Street, Hilo, I-Iawai‘i 96720

February 20, 2014

The Honorable Sylvia Luke, Chair
and Members of the Committee on Finance

Dear Representative Luke and Members of the Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in strong support of House Bill 2443.

This bill appropriates funds for personnel at the ‘Imiloa Astronomy Center of I-lawai‘i to
build on the partnership with the RISE 215‘ Century After School Program and to help the
children of Keaukaha and Pana‘ewa.

I support the mission of RISE, which will serve as a community resource for
underprivileged Native Hawaiian youth ages 12 to 17.

Funds appropriated by this bill will allow for the mentoring of participants in the after
school program and help them to set academic and career goals. This mentoring will give
them the support they need.

This is an important investment in our community’s future and I ask that you recommend
approval.

Sincerely,whoa
Dennis “Fresh” Onishi
I-Iawai‘i County Council Member

Hawai ‘i County is an Equal Opporluniry Provider and Employer.
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February 20, 2014

Members of the House Committee on Finance

Re: HB2443 - February 21, 2014

Dear Members of the House Committee on Finance:

Aloha my name is Shadd Keahi Warfield. I am a child of Keaukaha Hawaiian Homestead community
where I have lived for 32 years. I have been educated in western, traditional and non-traditional ways of
leaming and make a decent living by servicing our youth as a teacher.

Ihave been involved in numerous community projects and have advocated, organized and funded a
variety of indigenous education opportunities as a means to offset drug and alcohol abuse, poverty,
suicide and domestic abuse amongst our youth. My main goal is to Reveal the Individual Strengths of our
youth for Excellence. Our collaborative relationship with the University of Hawaii at Hilo as well as
Hawaii Community College through the Imiloa Astronomy Center helps us create a more fluid path to
get our community youth into more Higher Educational Opportunities.

I am hopeful that when I meet you in person my story will compel you to support HB2443. The reason is
simple; we must nurture and provide positive venues to enhance individual growth, self-confidence,
leadership and self-discipline amongst our youth to sustain our Hawaii. An appropriation of funding in
support of our collaboration will help us meet these goals.

Thank you for your consideration into this matter.

Sincerely,

Shadd Keahi Warfield
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February 20, 2014 

 

Members of the House Committee on Finance 

 

 Re: HB2443 / February 21, 2014 

 

Dear Members of the House Committee on Finance: 

 

My name is Naomi Ahu, a 23-year resident of the Hilo district and a graduate of the University of Hawaii at Hilo’s 

College of Business and Economics Baccalaureate program and Hawaii Pacific University’s Master of Arts in 

Organizational Change program. In addition, I am the sole fiscal and administrative support for the R.I.S.E program 

and was instrumental in its initial creation. 

 

I have worked alongside R.I.S.E. Executive Director, Shadd Keahi Warfield on various community projects and 

programs involving youth in our community (specifically the Keaukaha and Panaewa Hawaiian Homestead areas) 

for the past 10 years. Through such experiences, I have recognized the challenges our local youth face such as 

exposure to drugs, alcohol, abuse, poverty, suicide, domestic violence, and more.  

 

It is extremely important for these youth to have exposure to opportunities to offset such behaviors and/or 

circumstances and to help them recognize their true potential in becoming valuable contributors to the sustainability 

of our community and future generations. I have extreme confidence that the R.I.S.E. program will contribute 

greatly to this need, being that it is one of the only programs of its kind in the Hilo district. 

 

Our established relationship and memorandum of agreement with the University of Hawaii at Hilo and the Imiloa 

Astronomy Center helps to increase the higher education and career opportunities for R.I.S.E. youth participants and 

the larger community; one of the main objectives R.I.S.E. is striving to achieve. An appropriation of funding to 

support our collaborative efforts would greatly support our goals moving forward. Therefore, I greatly support the 

intent of HB2443 and truly appreciate your consideration of this important bill. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Naomi K. Ahu 
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In Support of HB2443/SB3093

Aloha Members of the House Finance Committee and the Senate Committee on
Ways and Means.

My name is Dr. William H. Wilson. I am the Chair of the Academic Programs
Division of Ka Haka ‘Ula O Ke‘elikolani College of Hawaiian Language at the
University of Hawai‘i at Hilo. I ask your support of HB2443/SB3093.

Ka Haka ‘Ula O Ke‘elikolani College has had a close relationship with the ‘lmiloa
Astronomy Center since it was first conceptualized by the late Senator Daniel
lnouye. The administrator has both undergraduate and graduate qualifications in
Hawaiian studies and there are many others at ‘lmiloa with expertise in Hawaiian
areas.

The background that ‘lmiloa has in Hawaiian Studies combined with its strong
science base and community outreach makes it an ideal site for support of young
people of Hawaiian ancestry in the community relative to life skills, academics,
and career planning.

HB2443/SB3093 will provide funds to allow ‘lmiloa and other partners to reach
the young people who need the sort of support for which ‘lmiloa was envisioned.

I strongly urge your support of HB2443/SB3093.

Dr. William H. Wilson
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