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Re: Testimony on H.B. No. 2382
Relating to Public Agency Meetings

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. The

Office of Information Practices (“OIP”) supports the intent of this bill to add

electronic notice as an alternative to notice by mail for people who have asked to be

on a Sunshine Law board’s mailing list, but OIP is concerned that the bill in its

current form would set additional requirements that would not be feasible for all

boards, and would inappropriately criminalize a failure to timely mail out notice.

The bill (at page 3, lines 1-2) would require every notice of a Sunshine

Law meeting to include the address of a Website, with instructions on how to submit

testimony. Because the Sunshine Law applies to a wide variety of boards, including

small boards with no support staff as well as the larger and more prominent boards,

not all boards have Websites or the ability to readily create a Website, which would

make it difficult for all boards to meet this requirement. Further, OIP notes that

such a provision could be interpreted as authorizing each board to set its own

requirements for how testimony must be submitted, Whereas under current law OIP

has opined (in its Opinion Letter Number 03-06) that the law must be liberally

construed to afford the public the opportunity to submit Written testimony by any
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reasonable means. In other words, the proposed requirement could actually restrict

the public’s ability to submit written testimony by any reasonable means.

OIP is similarly concerned that the proposed requirement (at page 4

lines 17-19) for boards to “provide instructions and contact information for persons

to request to be included” on the electronic or mail notice list would not be feasible

for small boards without staff, web presence, or a physical office. By giving each

board the ability to set its own procedure for being added the list, the proposal could

also have the unintended consequence of restricting the public’s ability to use any

reasonable means to request to be added to the list.

The bill (at page 4, lines 11 and 15) anticipates sending the notice to a

mobile phone number. Given the length of even a typical agenda, OIP does not

believe that text message is a feasible method of electronic transmission.

Finally, the bill (at page 4, line 20 to page 5, line 2) would specifically

subject any person failing to timely mail or electronically send notice to the

Sunshine Law’s criminal misdemeanor provision, section 92-13, HRS. OIP does not

believe that a criminal misdemeanor and removal from the board is an appropriate

penalty for failure to timely mail out notice. The provision is also confusing, in that

(1) a staff member, not a board member, usually sends out those notices, and (2)

late mailing of notices is usually not intentional. By contrast, the criminal

misdemeanor’s focus is on intentional acts by a board member.

OIP would recommend that this Committee amend the bill to address

these concerns and limit it to simply adding electronic mail notice as an alternative

to postal mail notice. OIP has attached language that would do so; changes to the

bill’s section 1 are shown in Ramseyer form, and for the sake of readability, bill

sections 2 forward show only the new suggested language to replace the current

language, and are not in Ramseyer form. Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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MARK D. WONG, DIRECTOR and CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER
Department of Information Technology

City and County of Honolulu
before the

COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE
on

Wednesday, February 12, 2014
2:10 p.m.

State Capitol, Conference Room 325
In consideration of

HB 2382, RELATING TO PUBLIC AGENCY MEETINGS

Chair McKeIvey, Vice Chair Kawakami and Members of the Committee:

My name is Mark Wong, and I am the Director for the Department of Information
Technology and the Chief Information Officer for the City and County of Honolulu. I am
supporting the intent of the Bill to include electronic nofication; however, I would like to
share the following observations:

Electronic Mail: ls a broad term encompassing numerous systems, including
IBM PROFS, X.400, and uucp. Since the mid-1990's, the prevalent email
system has been Internet mail using the SMTP protocol, and this Bill should limit
electronic mail to this protocol, as most boards and commissions have no
support for other forms of electronic mail.

Text Messaging: Delivering text messages via SMTP relies on a carrier-specific
email address. Blocks of mobile phone numbers are assigned to particular
cellular providers. Once a number is ported to a different carrier, it can be
difficult to determine who the carrier is. For this reason, boards and
commissions should not be required to deliver text messages to a mobile phone
number.
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Mobile Phone Numbers: It is unfeasible for boards and commissions to notify
mobile users by voice or voice message. Not all mobile users have text
message sen/ice either, so there is little use in storing a mobile phone number.
Furthermore, limitations on SMS message length make transmitting a copy of
many notices impractical. Any reference to mobile phone numbers or text
messaging should be deleted.

Electronic Means: This term electronic means is far too broad. Electronic
means could include fax, telephone, text messaging, file transfer protocol (FTP),
social media such as Twitter and Facebook, Nixel, reverse 911, paging, and
dozens of other forms of communications. Electronic means should be limited to
SMTP email and agency websites. Support for additional protocols could be
onerous or impossible.

Penalties for failing to properly send meeting notices: The term ‘properly
send‘ is subject to interpretation. While larger boards and commissions may
have the capacity for broadcasting content, making this a requirement could be a
burden for smaller boards and commissions. An improperly provided email or a
full mailbox could result in a failure to properly send a meeting notice, and any
threat of penalty would result in a cumbersome notification tracking process.
Furthermore, it could be difficult to determine the person responsible for a failure
to properly send notices. Paragraph (f) should be deleted.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Respectfully submitted,

Mark D. Wong, Directoa
Chief Information Officer
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February 12, 2014

The Honorable Agnus L.K. McKelvey, Chair
and Members of the Committe on
Consumer Protection and Commerce

House of Representatives
Hawaii State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair McKelvey and Committee Members:

SUBJECT: House Bill No. 2382
Relating to Public Agency Meetings V

The Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) supports House Bill No. 2382, with
two amendments. The Bill allows agencies to send notifications by electronic means as an
altemative to postal mail, and requires agencies to provide more information on how to
participate in public meetings and hearings.

The DPP strongly supports public participation in our planning processes. We welcome
efforts to make our outreach more effective and economical by permitting the use of email as an
altemative to postal mail for meeting notices when requested. In fact, we have been using
electronic notices via email and Twitter for several years as a way to both reduce administrative
costs and to respond to the public that prefers these methods of notification. We are studying
whether we can efficiently adopt “text messaging" as a communication tool.

We ask that the Bill be amended to remove the requirement for public agencies to
maintain a list of mobile phone numbers of persons requesting meeting notifications. The
purpose of electronic notification is to assist the public; not demand information. We are
uncomfortable about requiring information that we may not be using, but which becomes
available as public information, and may add another collection of confidential records that
would have to be protected against disclosure.

We also ask that the proposed amendment to Section 92-7, Hawaii Revised Statutes. be
revised to be consistent with the wording in Section 92-13, which also provides penalties for
failure to carry out the provisions regarding public agency meetings and records. Please amend
the proposed new Section 92-7 (f) as follows:

(f) Any person who willfully fails to properly send notices by postal mail or electronic
means or willfully fails to send notices in a timely manner shall be subject to penalties
under section 92-13.



The Honorable Agnus L.K. McKelvey, Chair
and Members of the Committe on
Consumer Protection and Commerce

House cf Representatives
Hawaii State Capitol
RE: House Bill No. 2382
February 12, 2014
Page 2

As written, the proposed Section 92-7(f) could be interpreted to imply that even an
accidental failure caused by a systems failure or misplacement or misfiling could cause staff to
be subject to a misdemeanor charge. We don't feel such a penalty would be fair or appropriate
Lastly, references to any “person” should be revisited, as ultimately, it is a departmenfs or
agency's responsibility to comply with the law.

Please adopt House Bill No. 2382 with the requested amendments.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Very truly yours,
ll / I p ,-

George l.
I

tta, FAICP
Director

GlA:cl
HB2382-bs



HAWAIISTRATEGICDEVELOPMENTi CORPORATION
Written Statement of

KARL FOOKS
President

Hawaii Strategic Development Corporation

Before the
COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE

February 12, 2014
2:10 PM

State Capitol, Conference Room 325

In consideration of
HB 2382 RELATING TO PUBLIC AGENCY MEETINGS

Chair McKelvey, Vice Chair Kawakami and Members of the Committee on Consumer Protection &
Commerce:

The Hawaii Strategic Development Corporation (HSDC) respectfully submits testimony in support
of HB 2382, with comments.

We agree that electronic access to board meeting notifications and other information about the
meeting will improve the public’s access to and attendance of the meetings.

However, we find that the added provision to HRS §92-7 regarding penalties to be redundant
with HRS §92-13 and therefore not needed.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.
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Written Statement of
ROBBIE MELTON

Executive Director & CEO
High Technology Development Corporation

before the
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON

CONSUMER PROTECTION AND COMMERCE
Wednesday, February 12, 2014

2:10 p.m.
State Capitol, Conference Room 325

in consideration of

HB 2382 RELATING TO PUBLIC AGENCY MEETINGS.

Chair McKelvey, Vice Chair Kawakami, and Members of the Committee on Consumer
Protection and Commerce.

The High Technology Development Corporation (HTDC) supports the intent of

HB2382 relating to Public Agency Meetings. HTDC agrees that using technology is an

important Way to give more people access to public agency meeting notifications and other

information. However, HTDC comments that the added provision to HRS §92-7 regarding

penalties to be redundant with HRS §92-13 and therefore unnecessary.

Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
THE TWENTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE

REGULAR SESSION OF 2014

COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE
Testimony on H.B. 2382

Hearing February l2. 20l4

(RELATING TO PUBLIC AGENCY MEETING S)

Chair McKelvey. Vice Chair Kawakami. and members of the Committee. My name is Peter
Fritz. l am the current Chairperson of the Disability and Communication Access Board
(“DCAB"), an individual with a disability, and an attomey whose practice includes disability
rights law. I am testifying as an attorney in support of this blll with the changes to the
content of the notice of meetings, delivery of the notice, and penalties reflected in the
attached Proposed l~l.D. l. Proposed H.D. I has changes to ensure that the new notice
requirements do not discriminate against individuals with disabilities and changes to the penalty
provisions that would make the penalty the similar to the penalty for failing to file the notice
with the Lieutenant Govemor. A copy of the Proposed HDDA l marked up to show the changes
from the original bill is attached as Exhibit I.

This bill would require boards to include information about how to submit testimony for
a meeting, provide notice by electronic delivery or regular mail and penalty provisions for failing
to timely mail or send the notice.

Information About How to Submit Testimony for a Meeting

~ Permitting submission of testimony will allow for greater participation by individuals
with disabilities whose may have difficulty physically attending a meeting.

I To comply with Federal and State disability nondiscrimination laws. boards are already
including infom1ation about how to contact the board if an individual needs an
accommodation for a disability. Allowing submission of testimony electronically could
be considered another form ofaccommodation.

~ All State boards or commissions are attached to a State agency or department which
provides support for the board. A directory ofboards and commissions and the
department that provides support is attached as Exhibit 2.

0 The board should decide whether such infomtation should be included via a web address.
email or by other means that are similar to the methods listed in the notice for today's
hearing.

0 Proposed H.D. I reflects this change on page 3. lines 2 and 3.
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Sending Notices of Meetings by Mail or Electronically

To avoid problems with disability discrimination. the notice should be sent by the method
designed by the individual. Individuals with disabilities may not have email access or be
able to read an email on a mobile phone. It would violate state and/or federal
nondiscrimination laws to send a notice of a meeting by a method that is inaccessible to
an individual with a disability.
Notices should not be allowed to be sent by mobile phones as text mesages. For
archival purposes, notices should be sent by mail or email.
Proposed I-l.D. I reflects thcsc changes on page 4. lines 6 through I6.

Penalties

The purpose of sending a notice by mail or electronic mail is to provide notice ofa
meeting and serves the same purpose as filing the notice with the Lieutenant Govcmor.
Proposed H.D. l would confomt the penalty for failing to timely send the notice to the
consequences for failing to file the notice with the Lieutenant Govemor.
Proposed ll.D. l reflects these changes on Page 4. lines l7 through 25 and page 5; lines 1
and 2.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Peter L. ritz
l
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ABHLFORANACT

Relating to Public Agency Meetings.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OE‘ THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION l. The legislature finds that boards and commissions

have a duty to ensure that meeting notices are readily available to

the public under sunshine law in chapter 92, Hawaii Revised

Statutes. Existing law requires boards and commissions to maintain

a list of names and addresses of persons who request notification

of meetings and to mail a copy of the meeting notice to these

persons when a meeting agenda is filed. Postage is becoming cost

prohibitive, especially when electronic mail is a more efficient

and effective alternative to conventional mail. If electronic

mailing of meeting notices is allowed, boards and commissions will

be able to save money. Furthermore, electronic notices maximize

the convenience for members of the public who are relying more on

receiving mail through electronic means and may improve public

access to and attendance of board and commission meetings.

The purpose of this Act is to improve the ability of boards

and commissions to make meeting notices readily available to the

public by:
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(1) Requiring an—§aee§nee-web-seenxw+hee—peev&dee

Z meeting notices to include instructions on submitting

3 testimony for a meeting;

4 (2) Allowing boards and commissions to provide notice of

5 a meeting by either first class mail or electronic

6 I
.

I 1
. ~\ .

7 mail as designated by the person requesting such

8 notice;

9 (3) Requiring boards and commissions to provide

10 instructions and contact information for persons to

11 request to be included on the list for notification of

12 meetings to be sent via postal mail or electronic

13 means; and

14 (4) Speeiéy§ngProviding that any-pereen—whe—§aé&e the

15 failure to properly send meeting notices by postal

16 mail or electronic meeae—e+—¥ai%e mail shall be

17 treated in the same manner as failing to send timely

18 file a notice of a meeting nee§eee—§n—a—e&me§y—anner

19 sha%l—be—sub§eee—ee—pena%e&eewith the Lieutenant

ZU Governor.

Z1 SECTION 2. Section 92-7, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended

Z2 to read as follows:

23 "592-1 Notice. <3; The board shall give written public

Z4 notice of any regular, special, or rescheduled meeting, or any

Z5 executive meeting when anticipated in advance. The notice shall
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include an agenda [which] that lists all of the items to be

considered at the forthcoming meeting, the date, time, and place

of the meeting, ae—e~+~+§§§1p:~fia¢eg+s-gee instructions on

submitting testimony for the meeting, and in the case of an

executive meeting the purpose shall be stated. The means specified

by this section shall be the only means required for giving notice

under this part notwithstanding any law to the contrary.

(b) The board shall file the notice in the office of the

lieutenant governor or the appropriate county clerk's office, and

in the board's office for public inspection, at least six calendar

days before the meeting. The notice shall also be posted at the

site of the meeting whenever feasible.

(c) If the written public notice is filed in the office of

the lieutenant governor or the appropriate county clerk's office

less than six calendar days before the meeting, the lieutenant

governor or the appropriate county clerk shall immediately notify

the chairperson of the board, or the director of the department

within which the board is established or placed, of the tardy

filing of the meeting notice. The meeting shall be canceled as a

matter of law, the chairperson or the director shall ensure that a

notice canceling the meeting is posted at the place Of the meeting,

and no meeting shall be held.

(d) No board shall change the agenda, once filed, by adding

items thereto without a two-thirds recorded vote of all members to

which the board is entitled; provided that no item shall be added
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to the agenda if it is of reasonably major importance and action

thereon by the board will affect a significant number of persons.

Items of reasonably major importance not decided at a scheduled

meeting shall be considered only at a meeting continued to a

reasonable day and time.

(e) The board shall maintain a list of names [a-ad], postal or

electronic addresses of persons who

request notification of meetings by postal mail or electronic means

and shall mail by first class mail or electronically -t-ea-as-mi-e mail

a copy of the notice to such persons at their last recorded postal

or electronic mail address or-meb&§e—phene~numbe§ designated by the

person who requested notification of meetings no later than the

time the agenda is filed under subsection (b). The board shall

provide instructions and contact information for persons to request

to be included on the list for notification of meetings to be sent

via postal mail or electronic means.

(f) A-n-y:pe-r-so-B-—whe If a board fails to properly send notices

by postal mail or electronic means mail or fails to send notices in

a—e§me&y—mannerat no later than thevtime the agenda is filed_under

subsection (b), the lieutenant governor or the appropriate county

clerk shall immediately notify the chairperson of the board, or the

director of the department within which the board is established or

placed, of the tardy filing of the meeting notice. The meeting

shall be canceled as a

matter of law, the chairperson or the director shall ensure that a
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notice canceling the meetzng is posted at the place of the mee:inqL

and no meetxnq snaLl be neld,"

stric

SECTION 3. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed and

ken. New statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.
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93. DBEDT
94.

I
I
I

KING KAMEHAMEHA CELEBRATION Cornrnissifln
KOKITF. STATE PARK ADVISORY Council

I
LAND use Commission I
LANGUAGE ACCESS Advisory CDIIIICII I DOH

95. LEGACY LAND CONSERVATION Commission DLNR
96. DCCA
97. MEDICAL Advisory Board DOT
98.
99.

MEDICAL Board. Hawai'i ,
MEDICAL EDUCATION Council. HAviai'i

DCCA
UH

I00

I
MASSAGE THERAPY. Board of

I
I
I

MENTAL HEALTII Ind SUBSTANCE ABUSE. Havv1i'i Service Ama Board __I DOH
I01 MENTAL HEALTH and SUBSTANCE ABUSE. Kau1'iServioe Area Board I DOH
I02

I
I
I

. I MENTAI. HEALTH Ind SUBSTANCE ABUSE. Maui Service Area Board I DOH
I03 MENTAL HEALTH III-Id SUBSTANCE ABUSE. Oahu Servicc Arc: Board I DOH
I04 MENTAL HEALTH. sow Council Oll I DOH
I05 MERIT APPEALS Board I DHRD
I06 MOLOKAI IRRIGATION SYSTEM WATER USERS Advisol’! Board I DOA
I07 MOTOR VEHICLE INDUSTRY LICENSING Board I DCCA
I08

I
I MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIR INDUSTRY Board I DCC A

I09 NATIONAL and COMMUNITY SERVICE. Hawai'i Cormnission For I UH
III).
III. I NATIVE HAWAIIAN ROLL Commission

INATURAL AREA RESERVES SYSTEMS Corrlnission
OHA
DLNR
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ll2 I NATURAL ENERGY LABORATORY OTHIVNITI Aiididriiy. B08|'d OFDIIECIUIS DBEDT
lI3 NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE. Stale Board of DCCA
II4 NURSING Advisory Board. Center Io: I UH
II5

II NURSING. State Board of DCCA
lI6 OPTOMETRY. Board ofExamin:rs in DCCA
II7 PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL SPACE CENTER for EXPLORATION Systems. Board of

Directors
DBEDT

II8 PAROLING AUTHORITY. Hawai“i PSD
II9 PERFORMANCE PARTNERSHIPS Bond. I-Iau.ai'i GOV
I20 PEST CONTROL Board DCCA
I2I PESTICIDES. Advisoryfommittcc on

W If IT
DOA

I22 PHARMACY. Board of DCCA
I23 PHYSICAL THERAPY. Board of DCCA
I24 PRIVATE DETECTIVES and GUARDS. Board of DCCA
I25 PROCUREMENT POLICY Board DAGS
I26 PROCUREMENT POLICY NOMINATING Committee DAGS
I27 PSYCHOLOGY. Board of

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I DCCA

I28 PUBLIC HOUSING AUTHORITY. HIwai'i Bourd0I'Directors (HPHA) DHS
I29 PUBLIC LAND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION. Hawlfi

I
I DLNR

I30 PUBLIC UTILITIES Commission B&F
I31 RADIOLOGIC TECHNOLOGY Board

I
I DOH

I32 REAL ESTATE Commission DCCA
I33 REENTRY Commission PSD
I34 REGIONAL BOARD. HHSC East Hawaii DOH
I35 REGIONAL BOARD. HHSC Kaua‘i DOH
I36. REGIONAL BOARD. IIHSC Maui DOH
I37.
I38.

REGIONAL BOARD. HHSC Oahu
REGIONAL BOARD. HHSC West HavIni'i

I
I
I
I
I
I DOH

DOH
I39 REGISTRATION. HAWATI. Board of DAGS
I40. REGISTRATION. KAUA'I and NI‘IHAU. Board of DAGS
NI. REGISTRATION. MAUI. MOLOKAI. LANA] Ind KAHOOLAWE. Board of

I
I
I
I DAGS

I42 REGISTRATION. OAHU. Board of DAGS
I43. REHABILITATION Council. State

I
I DHS

I44. RESEARCH CORPORATION. University ol'Hawai'i. Board of Dircctors oftllc UH
I45 REVENUES. Council on Taxation
I 46. SISTER STATE Commincc. Hawai'i DBEDT
I47. SMALL BUSINESS REGULATORY Review Board DBEDT
I48 SPEECH PATHOLOGY and AUDIOLOGY. Board of DCCA
I 49. STADIUM Authority DAGS
I50. STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION. Board oI'Din:ctors. Hawsi'i DBEDT
I5I TASK FORCE Created by ACT I70 OHA
I52. TAX REVIEW Commission Taxation

TAXATION REVIEW. I“ Taxation District (Oahu). Board of Taxation
TAXATION REVIEW. 2"‘ Taxation District (Maui). Boardof Taxation
TAXATION REVIEW. 3'“ Taxation District (Haviai‘i). Boardof Taxation

I56. TAXATION REVIEW. 4‘I‘ Taxation District (Kauai). Board of Taxation
I57 TEACHER STANDARDS Board. Havi-ai'i DOE
I58. TOBACCO PREVENTION and CONTROL Advisory Board DOH
I59. TOURISM AUTHORITY, Board ofDimIiors. Haw:i‘i DBEDT
I60 TRANSPORTATION. Commission on DOT
l6l. UNIFORM LEGISLATION. Commimion to Prolnolc AG
I62. UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI‘l Board ofllcgcnts UH
I63 UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI'I Board 0I'Rcg¢rIl$. Candidate Advisory Council UH
I64. VETER/\NS' SERVICES. Advisory Board of DOD
I65. VETERINARY EXAMINERS. Board of DCCA
I 66. WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANTS. Board oI'CERTIFICATION oTOPERATING

PERSONNEL in
DOH

I67.
I68

WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT. Commission on
WATER RESOURCE MANAGEM EN1 NOMINATING Committefi

I
I
I
II
I
I
II DLNR

DLNR



in‘

I WATER SYSTEM OPERATORS. Bmild 0fCcrtificIion ofPub|ic 2
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WESTERN INTERSTATE COMMISSION fin HIGHER EDUCATION (WICHE)
WOMEN. (‘nmmission on the STATUS of '5Im

1 WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT Council‘ Hawai'i cE:1
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COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION AND COMMERCE
Wednesday, February 12, 2014, 2:10 pm, Room 325

HB 2382, RELATING TO PUBLIC AGENCY MEETINGS

TESTIMONY
Douglas Meller, Legislative Committee, League of Women Voters of Hawaii

Chair McKelvey, Vice-Chair Kawakami and Committee Members:

The League of Women Voters supports HB2382 in concept, but requests that the bill be
amended to simply allow timely electronic mail notice as an alternative to timely postal notice
with no change in the remedies and penalties for failure to provide timely notice to persons who
have requested such notice.

We suggest that you consult the Office of Information Practices for appropriate statutory
language. We do not believe it is necessary to establish criminal penalties for failure to send
timely notice, as currently proposed in HB2382. We also think it would be problematic to require
very small boards and commissions to establish a web site (to provide instructions on submitting
testimony), as currently proposed by HB2382.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.
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STATE OF HAWAII
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J J 1002 NORTH SCHOOL STREET

Honolulu, Hawaii 96817

Statement of
Hakim Ouansafi

Hawaii Public Housing Authority
Before the

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE

February 12, 2014 2:10 P.M.
Room 325, Hawaii State Capitol

In consideration of

House Bill 2382
Relating to Public Agency Meetings

Honorable Chair McKelvey and Members of the House Committee on Consumer
Protection and Commerce, thank you for the opportunity to provide you with comments
regarding House Bill (H.B.) 2382, relating to public agency meetings.

The Hawaii Public Housing Authority (HPHA) supports the enactment of this measure,
which would improve the ability of boards and commissions to make meeting notices
readily available to the public, with comments.

In this day and age, the HPHA believes that electronic access to board meeting
notifications and other information about the meetings will not only improve the public's
access to the meetings, but will also save taxpayer’s money from the costs of printing
and postage, as well as assist our environment by using less paper.

However, the HPHA would like to see section (f) removed for two reasons. The first
reason is because the HPHA staff prepare the notices and information, and we do not
believe that they would willfully send out these materials after the required time period.
The second reason is because none of the HPHA Board of Directors prepare or send
out the notice and information, so they would not be affected.

The HPHA appreciates the opportunity to provide the House Committee on Consumer
Protection and Commerce with the agency's position regarding H.B. 2382. We
respectfully request the Committee to pass this measure favorably, and we thank you
very much for your dedicated support.
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