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Department’s Position: The Department of Health STRONGLY SUPPORTS this administration bill.
Fiscal Implications: The Department is requesting $161,956 in general funds for FY 2015 and
$185,612 for FY 2016 in H.B.1700, the State Budget, to establish an Environmental Information
Management Office (EIMO) to be led by a Manager of Environmental Information. It will also fund
one full time position, a Senior Information Technology Specialist, who will provide support to the
Environmental Health Administration. The EIMO will ensure continued support of the Environmental
Health Administration’s shared infrastructure and services, including software development and
implementation projects, maintenance and support, cloud hosting, and software licenses for the
Administration.

Purpose and Justification: The purpose of this bill is to establish an Environmental Information
Management Office in the Department. The EIMO provides facilitation, collaboration, and support of
environmental health information systems, related processes, and technical initiatives for the
Environmental Health Administration’s 11 programs. Duties include the development and continued
innovation of systems that support the Environmental Health Administration, in correlation with the

Department's Health Information Services Office, State Office of Information Management and

Promoting Lifelong Healthv & Wellness
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Technology, and Federal Environmental Protection Agency programs and offices. The EIMO works
closely with and ensure that its information management initiatives are within the scope and vision of
the Health Information Services Office and the Office of Information Management and Technology, and
does not overlap or conflict with their information technology policies, functions and responsibilities.
The EIMO follows the lifecycle governance framework established by the chief information officer in
the State of Hawaii Business and Information Technology/Information Resource Management
Transformation Plan published in October 2012.

The EIMO will initiate and manage ongoing projects that will ensure continued environmental
information management innovations such as the e-Permitting Portal, an online system that provides
applicants with easy access to many of the environmental permits and streamlines the permitting
process. The position will continue to improve and maintain the Environmental Health Warehouse,
which provides online public access to environmental information about facilities in the state that are
regulated by the Environmental Health Administration. The EIMO will also continue to develop and
improve mapping tools to help locate and display environmental information and mobile environmental
field inspection programs for data collection, and will coordinate diverse data-gathering and data-
sharing functions across programs.

This environmental information management reduces the burden of regulatory processes
associated with gathering and processing vital environmental data, and facilitates access within and
across programs. It is important to establish the EIMO for the continued success and improvement of
the Environmental Health Administration’s programs.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this important measure.
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Below is a screenshot from the Environmental Health Warehouse, an example of one of the many
systems developed by the EIM and SITS that the EIMO would maintain and improve. The
Environmental Health Warehouse provides diverse information about facilities and sites in the state that

are regulated by the administration because their activities affect the environment.

Environmental Health Warehouse
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Below is a screenshot from the e-Permitting Portal, an electronic permitting solution that streamlines the
environmental permitting process and provides the applicant with easy access to many of the different

environmental permits that EHA is charged with administering.

Department of Health &

Healthy People * Healthy Communities » Healthy Islands

Home #& Finder 2 Reports@  Dashboard ®  Users 2 Organizations @ Applications [ History@  Help ? Andy Matsumoto & Sign Out &

Help Application Search

Use this page to identify the permit applications which
may be most appropriate for your needs

Looking for a permit application? Please enter the name of the permit application below

Don’t know the name of the permit application? Not a problem, please tell us about the type of activity you need to permit and we will recommend the

If you know the permit application you are looking for,
application which may need to be submitted

enter the name of the permit application in the Application

Search area
underground

if you are not sure which permit application(s) you need,
describe the activity you are looking to permit in the
Application Search area and the system will recomend
the permit applications nesded

Recommended Applications
Based on your description, the following 20 applications may match your needs

Application for Transfer of an Underground Storage Tank Permit

Once permit application(s) are identified, click on the Appliction to be used when there is a transfer of an owner or operator of permitted USTs.

name of the permit application to view the details of that

application and to initiate the application subrmission

Notification for Underground Storage Tank

process.

Organization Browser

To find information specific to an organization within the

Notification form for existing USTs

Application for Renewal of an Underground Storage Tank Permit
Renewal Application for underground storage tank permit

Application for an Underground Storage Tank Permit

State of Hawaii Enviconmental Health Administration. Installation and operational permit for new underground storage tank system

please identify the organization using the Select

Application for an Underground Storage Tank Variance
Organization button below_

This form is to be used when the owner or operator requestes a variance from the UST regulations
Select Organization.. = Certification of Underground Storage Tank Installation
To be completed after the installlation of the UST system

General Application for a UIC Permit to Operate
A general application to construct a new well or to modify an existing injection well. This application should be submitted six months prior to the anticipated
date of injection well construction

Injection Well Permit Renewal Application
An application to renew an existing injection well. This application should be submitted six months before the expiration of the UIC permit

Drainage Injection Well General Application For a UIC Permit To Operate

A drainage injection well application for new drainage injection well construction, or to modify a drainage injection well, or to revise certain UIC permit
conditions

Abandonment of Injection Well, whether Registered or Unregistered
An application to properly backfill and abandon a registered (having a UIC permit) or unregistered injectan well. Written instructions to be issued to the
applicant by the UIC Program.

Drainage Injection Well Permit Renewal Application
An application to renew a UIC permit for drainage injection well.

Existing Drainage Injection Well Application
An existing drainage injection well application to register an existing drainage injection well that has not been registered with a UIC permit

CWE Individual NPDES Form
This application is for an Individual NPDES permit

Facility-Name-Change Application For A UIC Permit to Operate
An application to change the facility's name

Change-of-Operator Application
An application to change the operator of the facility

CWB NOI Form
This Notice of Intent is for coverage under a NPDES General Permit (HAR, Chapter 11-55, Appendices B through |, K, and L)

CWEB Compliance Submittal Form for Individual NPDES Permits and NGPCs

This farm is for the submission of compliance requirements for all Individual NPDES Permits and NGPCs.

Application for Certified Redemption Centers (10/1/2004)
Certified Redemption Center (CRC) Application Form October 1, 2004

Existing Injection Well Application
An existing injection well application to register an existing injection well that has not been registered with a UIC permit

Individual Wastewater System Application
An application for an Indimdual Wastewater System

Hawail Stale Department of Health e-Permitting - 1250 Punchbowl Street - Honolulu, Hl 96813 | Contact Us | Disclaimer and Terms of Use
©Copyright 2014 Windsor Solutions, Inc. | Version: 284e79c995ed
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MANAGEMENT OFFICE

House Committee on Energy and Environmental Protection &
Economic Development and Business

The Department of Transportation supports the intent of this bill which proposes the
establishment of an environmental information management office within the
Department of Health. The environmental information management office, as proposed,
has the potential to reduce the burden of the regulatory reporting process, increasing
accessibility and efficiency in data reporting and also facilitate effective coordination of
environmental regulatory data functions.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.
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Chair Lee, Vice Chair Thielen, and Members of the Committee.

The Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism (DBEDT) supports
HB 2308, an Administration bill, which establishes an Environmental Information Management
Office within the Department of Health (DOH).

DBEDT has worked closely with DOH to develop a dynamic online permitting tool, e-
Permitting Portal, which provides electronic processing for DOH environmental permits
required for renewable energy and other facility development. Since its launch in February 2012
through January 2014, over 1,600 permit applications have been submitted online totaling over
$800,000 in fees, saving considerable staft time in permit processing and application form
management according to DOH. e-Permitting reduces an applicant’s time and cost to obtain
DOH permits; therefore, reducing overall project costs which could result in lower contracted
electricity rates. It also provides an example of an efficient and successful online permit

processing and document management tool that can be implemented by other agencies.

HB2308 BED 02-6-14 EEP



Qualified and full-time information technology staff within DOH will assure
development and continued operation of new online tools such as e-Permitting, geospatial
mapping, mobile field solutions, and coordinated agency functions. Without this staff, DOH may
not have the resources to manage and upgrade e-Permitting and other existing DOH online
resources; ultimately rendering them less effective and relevant, and minimizing their use and the
investments made to develop these tools.

Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments.

HB2308 BED 02-6-14 EEP Page 2
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Office’s Position:  The office of environmental quality control strongly supports HB2308.
Fiscal Implications: None.

Purpose and Justification: HB2308 establishes the environmental information management
office in the department of health to efficiently and effectively collect and disseminate
environmental data. The department of health has worked diligently over the years to collect
data that provides relevant information about the State’s environmental health. The
establishment of an EIMO to warehouse and manage this information is a practical step in the
data management process.

Since 2012, the EIMO has been helping OEQC to develop an interactive, Internet-based,
database for use by government agencies and the public; this project should be completed by the
end of this year, 2014. The collaboration between OEQC and the EIMO not only saved OEQC
time and money, but the database will also make the environmental review system easier for the

public, government agencies and the private developers.
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1 Therefore, the Office of Environmental Quality Control respectfully asks your approval
2 of the environmental information management office and HB2308.

3 Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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Comments: Kamaka Green supports HB2308. We believe that the establishment of an
Environmental Office will improve and streamline the current environmental policy,
guidelines and permitting process.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov




The Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii

The Voice of Business in Hawaii

Testimony to the House Committee on Energy and Environmental Protection
Thursday, February 6, 2014 at 8:40 a.m.
State Capitol - Conference Room 325

RE: HOUSE BILL NO. 2308, RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL
INFORMATION MANAGEMENT OFFICE

Chair Lee and Vice Chair Thielen and members of the committee:

The Chamber provides the following comments on H.B. No. 2308 which proposes to
establish an Environmental Information Management Office within the Department of Health.

The Chamber is the largest business organization in Hawaii, representing more than 1,000
businesses. Approximately 80% of our members are small businesses with less than 20 employees.
As the “Voice of Business” in Hawaii, the organization works on behalf of its members, which
employ more than 200,000 individuals, to improve the state’s economic climate and to foster
positive action on issues of common concern.

This Administration Bill states that establishing an office and hiring qualified staff will
assure resource development for and continued operation of innovations such as online permitting,
geospatial mapping, mobile field solutions, and effective coordination of diverse air, water, and soil
data functions. Further, establishing an office will promote the federal impetus for environmental
programs to reduce the burden of regulatory processes and increase efficiencies in data reporting
and accessibility.

We understand the need for improvements in how environmental information is managed
in the State. However, we are also concerned about the overall expansion of government programs
which require additional staff and resources. It is unclear from the bill what permits are proposed
to be on-line and how this new entity will “.. . promote the federal impetus for environmental
programs to reduce the burden of regulatory processes..."

Perhaps more specificity should be provided by the Department on how the new program
will benefit the tax payers.

Thank you for the opportunity to express our views on this matter.
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Honorable Representative Chris Lee
Chair, House Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection

Honorable Representative Clift Tsuji
Chair, House Committee on Economic Development & Business

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/submittestimony.aspx.

Honorable Chairs Lee and Tsuji, Vice-Chairs Thielen and Ward, and Committee Members,

H.B. 2308, r/t Environmental Information Management Office
EEP & EDB Hearing, Thursday, 8:40 a.m., 6 Feb. 2014

I support HB 2308 and ask that you pass it. Department of Health (DOH) environmental information
management (IM) deserves a long lasting legal foundation that it now lacks.

Good and timely environmental information is critical to good action, and better IM provides that
information for better environmental management and quality. The DOH needs both funds and
continuity to pursue IM improvements. DOH successfully competes for federal funds, but its efforts
depend heavily on temporary “project” status. The IM needs are not temporary, however.

The DOH Health Environmental Health Administration (EHA) has made tremendous progress in IM but
public expectations are rising, federal EPA demands grow, and technology keeps changing.

The public can now view near real time data on water pollution, from sewage spills for example
(http://emdweb.doh.hawaii.gov/cwb/wgd/viewer/ ), and air pollution, from VOG and other sources
(http://www.hiso2index.info/ and http://emdweb.doh.hawaii.gov/air-quality/ ). EHA’s e-permitting
portal help applicants and EHA staff, https://eha-cloud.doh.hawaii.gov/epermit/View/default.aspx . An
Environmental Warehouse provides facility information by query and maps, http://eha-
web.doh.hawaii.gov/ehw/Dashboard/. EHA systems interact with other agencies, such as sharing
drinking water information with counties. EHA continues to develop many other systems.

EHA receives tremendous amounts of data, and reports much of it to EPA, but the challenge remains to
make it quickly useful to program managers and the public. EPA has raised the bar on how much and
how good environmental data must be and expects states to adapt to its developing technologies. For
example, the Exchange Network is EPA’s data sharing system of choice for more and more programs.

HB 2308 addresses a major EHA risk in meeting these challenges. EHA IM now depends heavily on
“project” status that may end this year, and EHA IM requires and deserves a permanent legal
foundation.
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The exemption from civil service is appropriate, especially for the Environmental Information Manager.
The number and complexity of the systems involved require a level of technical and leadership skill and
flexibility which the civil service has difficulty accommodating.

As background, | served as Hawaii Deputy Director of Environmental Health from 2003 to 2010 and
personally spent much time on environmental IM issues both for DOH and nationally, serving on the
Leadership Council of the National Environmental Information Exchange Network (Exchange Network
www.exchangenetwork.net), The Data Management Workgroup of the Environmental Council of the
States (ECOS www.ecos.org), and The Climate Registry (TCR www.theclimateregistry.org), for example.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
/s/ Laurence K. Lau
retired
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Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov




OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS
Legislative Testimony

HB2308
RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION
MANAGEMENT OFFICE
House Committee on Energy and Environmental Protection

February 6, 2014 8:40 a.m. Room 325

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) SUPPORTS HB2308, which would establish
an office dedicated to modernizing and facilitating access to Department of Health
environmental documents, planning processes, and other critical environmental programs.

This bill will improve regulatory efficiency, while ensuring greater access and
information exchange for both expert and public review of environmental planning and
disclosure documents. Over the last decade, modern technology has revolutionized
information exchange throughout our society, improving the efficiency and reducing the
costs of communication in a number of innovative ways. This bill will help the
Department of Health take advantage of the ongoing advancements in communication
technology, in carrying out its important responsibilities to the public and to our shared
environment. Potential benefits of this bill include reduced regulatory burdens to
businesses and other organizations, reduced administrative costs to the state, and
facilitated access to and review of environmental reports and other documentation by
scientific and cultural experts as well as the general public.

OHA notes in particular that the state’s duty to protect and enforce the rights of
Native Hawaiians, as well as the state’s policy of promoting Native Hawaiian cultural
perpetuation, rely upon review and input by practitioners and Native Hawaiian
community members in a number of planning and disclosure documents, such as cultural
impact statements and environmental impact statements. Particularly for those individuals
and communities on neighbor islands, where access to state offices located in Honolulu is
limited, technological innovation may greatly facilitate this public review and input
process. By providing an office dedicated to taking advantage of the benefits of modern
technology, this bill will allow the state to more efficiently and fully carry out its
responsibilities towards Native Hawaiians and the perpetuation of Native Hawaiian
culture.

Therefore, OHA urges this committee to PASS HB2308. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify.
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