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Chair Takumi and members of the House Committee on Education, thank
you for the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill No. 1797. The purpose
of this bill is to require the Department of Education to provide public school
seniors with voter registration information prior to graduation and to similarly
require the Department of Human Services to provide such information to young
adults in the young adult voluntary foster care program.

We consider having these opportunities to be able to easily register to
vote to be an important part of ensuring that all qualified residents are able to
exercise their right to vote.

As it relates to Section 2 of the bill, we would ask that the committee
include language, similar to that which exists in Section 3 of the bill. Specifically,
we would propose the addition of the following language: “The department may
also assist students with voter registration.” This language would affirm that such
assistance could be provided.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill No. 1797.
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Chair Takumi and Committee Members:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill No. 1797. This Bill would
require the Department of Education to provide seniors at every public school with voter
registration information prior to graduation. Additionally, the Bill would require the
Department of Human Services to provide young adults who are in the young adult
voluntary foster care program with information on voter registration and authorizes the
department to assist young adults with registering to vote.

We support the intent of this Bill but take no position. However, we wish to note
that it is crucial for voter registration information and related services to be delivered
uniformly statewide to help establish an informed electorate comprised of individuals
from a wide array of socio-economic backgrounds.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify on House Bill No. 1797.
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January 23, 2014

To:  Representative Roy Takumi, Chair
And members of the Committee on Education

Testimony in Support of HB 1797 Relating to Voting

Hawaii Youth Services Network (HYSN), a statewide coalition of youth-
serving organizations, supports HB 1797 Relating to Voting.

Hawaii has one of the lowest voter turnout rates in the country. In the past
few elections, only about 40% of the state's registered voters have
participated in the primary election. And that's only about 36% of all the
people in Hawaii who are eligible to vote, registered or not. We do better in
the general election, but turnout has still been in the 50 percent range in non-
presidential years and a bit above 60 percent in presidential election year.

Providing high school students and youth in foster care with encouragement
and assistance with voter registration, in settings where they feel
comfortable, will help young people form the habit of voting and increase
their participation in the election process.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.
Sincerely,

Gt Dt/

Judith F. Clark, MPH
Executive Director

Aloha United Way
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HB 1797 RELATING TO YOUNG ADULTS VOTING
TESTIMONY
Susan Irvine, Legislative Committee, League of Women Voters of Hawaii

Chair Roy M. Takumi, Vice-Chair Takashi Ohno, and Committee Members:

The League of Women Voters of Hawaii supports HB 1797 which requires the DOE to provide
seniors at public schools with voter registration information and requires the DHS to provide
young adults in the young adult voluntary foster care program with such information and
authorizes the department to assist young adults with registering to vote.

As pointed out in HB 1797, voter turnout for young adults in Hawaii is one of the lowest in the country. This
cannot be good for the future of our democracy. For this reason, the League of Women Voters would like
to strongly endorse the effort to provide voter registration to our young adults. We would encourage
providing this information to seniors in ALL our high schools, public and private, as all our young potential
voters need this information. The County of Hawaii Office of Elections has a commendable outreach
program for all schools that wish to participate. The DOE should be encouraged to work with our State
Office of Elections on this matter.

Revising HRS Chapter 346 to require the DHS to provide voter registration information to young adults in
foster care is a commendable endeavor also. However, the League is unclear on how the DHS would
further “...assist young adults with voter registration.” This provision needs clarification or removal.

We urge you to pass this bill providing voter registration information to our youth. Thank you for the
opportunity to submit testimony.
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