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HOUSE BILL NO. 1611
RELATING TO AGRICULTURE

Chairperson Wooley and Members of the Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill 1611. This bill would
appropriate $555,000 to the Hawaii Department of Agriculture (HDOA) for three
inspector positions within the HDOA to administer and regulate restricted use

pesticides.

HDOA supports the intent of this bill to increase the number of personnel
positions needed to administer pesticide regulations under Chapter 149A, Hawaii
Revised Statutes. The HDOA would like to point out that in our 2014 administration
budget, 8 new positions are being requested for our Pesticides Branch. In addition to
enforcement, these positions would provide educational outreach that we feel is
necessary in creating a greater understanding of safe pesticide practices and additional

support to the Pesticides Branch.

Thank you, again, for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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Aloha from the Garden Island!

Mahalo for your timely consideration of this measure, which is included in the Kaua‘i County
2014 Legislative Package.

Pesticide use by agricultural entities on Kaua‘i has been a topic of intense conversation over the
past nine months. While we understand that the budget crisis of several years ago necessitated
the elimination of positions in the Departure of Agriculture’s pesticide program, it is imperative
that these positions are restored in order to properly oversee the use of pesticides on Kaua‘i
and throughout the State.

The lone inspector for Kaua‘i has done an admirable job attempting to prioritize the needs and
respond to complaints to the best of her ability. However, it is clear that she cannot do the job
alone. Whether it is via this bill, or the Governor’s supplemental budget request which also
proposes to restore the pesticide program positions, we implore you to take swift action to
provide the necessary resources to the Department of Agriculture so that they can provide
robust oversight of agricultural pesticide use in Hawai‘i.

Respectfully submitted,

-

Bernard P. Carvalho, Jr.
Mavyor, County of Kaua'i
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Dear Chair Wooley and Committee Members:

Thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony in strong support of
HB 1611, relating to the Regulation of Pesticides. My testimony is submitted in my
capacity as Council Chair of the Kaua‘i County Council.

HB 1611 is part of the 2014 Kaua‘lt County Legislative Package, which
appropriates $555,000 for Fiscal Year 2014-2015 for the Department of Agriculture.
The purpose of this bill is to properly fund the necessary positions needed to
administer the Hawai‘i Pesticides Law.

This proposed bill was considered by the Kaua‘t County Council at the same
time Governor Neil Abercrombie released a statement on September 23, 2013,
stating that he will work with the Legislature to restore positions and seek
additional funding “to address pesticide compliance and conduct inspections
regarding pesticide contamination.”

The Hawai‘i Pesticides Law authorizes the Department of Agriculture to
regulate the sale and use of pesticides, which provides a regulatory framework and
personnel to properly address the concerns raised by the public. In 2010, critical
positions that were needed to administer this law were eliminated as a result of the
fiscal crisis. The Federal sequestration may have also had an impact on the State’s
finances at that time. However, many of our citizens continue to have concerns
regarding the amount of Restricted Use Pesticides (“RUP”) being applied by major
seed companies across the State.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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To properly address the concerns raised by the public, and in the interest of
the public’s health, safety, and welfare, it is of the utmost importance that the
appropriate staffing levels are committed and restored to properly regulate RUPs.
An appropriation of $555,000, which includes the cost of fringe benefits, supports an
additional three (3) Inspector positions for the Department of Agriculture. This bill
will also support Governor Neil Abercrombie’s prior statement.

For the reasons stated above, I respectfully request the Committee’s approval

of this measure. Again, thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony.

Sincerely,

a0
Y FURFARO
Council Chair, Kaua‘i County Council

AB:mn
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Dear Chair Wooley and Committee Members:

Thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony in strong support of
HB 1611, relating to the Regulation of Pesticides. My testimony is submitted in my
capacity as Chair of the Economic Development (Sustainability / Agriculture / Food /
Energy) & Intergovernmental Relations Committee and Councilmember of the
Kaua'‘l County Council.

HB 1611 is part of the 2014 Kaua‘i County Legislative Package, which
appropriates five hundred fifty-five thousand dollars ($555,000) for
Fiscal Year 2014-2015 for the Department of Agriculture (DOA). The purpose of
this Bill is to properly fund the necessary positions needed to administer the
Hawai'‘i Pesticides Law.

This proposed Bill was considered by the Kaua‘li County Council at the same
time Governor Neil Abercrombie released a statement on September 23, 2013,
stating that he will work with the Legislature to restore positions and seek
additional funding “to address pesticide compliance and conduct inspections
regarding pesticide contamination.”

In my recent experience involving the passage of Bill No. 2491
(Ordinance No. 960) on Kaua‘i, I was informed that it takes the DOA sometimes
two (2) or three (3) years to complete investigations of cases relating to pesticide
drift. I was also informed that the surrounding public is not notified of this situation
(that pesticide drift occurs in their neighborhood) until the investigator completes
their investigation and only if the public requests said notification.

On October 8, 2013, the Honolulu Civil Beat reported the following, which is
attached hereto for your reference:

1. “The State Department of Agriculture has only one employee assigned to
review pesticide inspection reports and follow up on possible violations. And
she says she hasn't gotten around to reviewing most reports in several years
so there’s been little if any action against pesticide misuse.”

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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2. “The State Department of Health has no program in place to regularly test
for pesticide contamination in the soil, air, or water. The sole position on
Kaua‘i that is supposed to monitor dust under pesticide regulations has been
vacant for more than a year.”

3. “The Environmental Health Specialist in the Agriculture Department’s
Pesticides Branch who is supposed to review pesticide inspection reports to
determine whether there have been violations and if fines need to be levied.
She told Civil Beat last week she’s been able to review only a handful of
reports in the past few years. She finished just seven of 72 investigations into
possible violations on Kaua‘i alone for 2011 and 2012. An overall tally of
backlogged reports — either for inspections or public complaints — wasn’t
available, according to department officials.”

4. “The department doesn’t track general-use pesticides that are being sprayed
throughout the State, about 75 percent of all of the pesticides sprayed,
according to the Federal Environmental Protection Agency.”

In addition, inspector logs provided by the DOA show that forty-three percent
(43%) of the information was “redacted” and apparently under further investigation.
The inspection logs also indicate that extensive users applying large amounts of
RUP two hundred fifty (250) times or more per year are only being inspected on a
minimal basis, perhaps seven (7) to twelve (12) times per year. A copy of the
inspection logs are attached for your reference as well.

To properly address the concerns raised by the public, and in the interest of
the public’'s health, safety, and welfare, it is of utmost importance that the
appropriate staffing levels are committed and restored to properly regulate RUPs.
An appropriation of five hundred fifty-five thousand dollars ($555,000), which
includes the cost of fringe benefits, supports an additional three (3) inspector
positions for the Department of Agriculture.

In conclusion, I ask this Committee to support this appropriation as
requested and work with the DOA, Department of Health and the Counties in
partnership to properly address the health and environmental impacts that occur
due to the intensive use of pesticides around our State.

For the reasons stated above, I respectfully request the Committee’s approval
of this measure. Again, thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony.

Smcerely,

irseq

. HOOSER
Cou cj member Kaua‘i County Council

AB:cy
Attachment
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The state Department of Agriculture has only one employee assigned
to review pesticide inspection reports and follow up on possible
violations. And she says she hasnt gotten around to reviewing most
reports in several years so there's been little if any action against
pesticide misuse.
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where local officials are moving to take pesticide oversight into their
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restricted-use pesticides, namely the four biotech companies operating on the isiand — Syngenta, DuPont-
Pioneer, Dow and BASF — and Kauai Coffee Co.

“We need to do something. We can't count on the state,” said Kauai County Councilman Gary Hooser, who co-
sponsored the bill with Councilman Tim Bynum. “In our particular situation, | believe there is urgency. The doctors
we talked to in those committee hearings believe there is urgency and we can't sit around and wait for the state to
get its act together.”

The bill takes a more aggressive approach to overseeing pesticide use on Kauai. It requires that the state's largest Rtttk
restricted-use pesticide users disclose what they are spraying, where and in what quantities, something the state
hasn't embraced.
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Kauai residents have complained that state officials have been slow to respond to their concems and investigate
reports of pesticide odors, dust and possible oversprays.,

State Oversight Lax
Avis Onaga is the environmental health specialist in the agriculture department's pesticides branch who is

supposed to review pesticide inspection reports to determine whether there have been violations and if fines need
to be levied. She told Civil Beat last week she's been able to review only a handful of reports in the past few years.

She finished just seven of 72 investigations into possible violations on Kauai alone for 2011 and 2012. An overall
tally of backiogged reports — either for inspections or public complaints — wasn' awailable, according to
department officials.

Instead, she said, she has been designated as the person responsible for responding to public records requests
about pesticides and those duties have kept her so bogged down she hasnt had time to concentrate on the job
she was hired to do. The requests are coming from lawyers, Kauai County Council members and media.

"I've had so many requests that | haven't had a chance to work on any of my cases for the past so many years,"
she said.

Onaga, who said she has received 46 public records requests since 2010, said that she had prioritized the
requests over her inspection reports because public records requests have a deadline and pesticide inspection
reviews do not,

Russell Kokubun, director of the Department of Agriculture conceded the department could become more efficient
in making records awailable to the public and said he would seek approval from the Legislature for an additional
position to investigate pesticide violations.

But that's not the only problem at the Department of Agriculture, which is in charge of monitoring pesticide use
under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act.

The department doesn't track general-use pesticides that are being sprayed throughout the state, about 75 percent
of all of the pesticides sprayed, according to the federal Environmental Protection Agency. The state does have
sales records for restricted-use pesticides, but the records only provide limited information,

Kokubun said that the department was just starting to rebuild its pesticides branch which was weakened by the
2009 budget cuts. He wants the department to enhance its oversight beyond what it was doing before the budget
cuts.

“We don’t want to just stop with what was there before,” Kokubun said. “There needs to be more outreach and
more awareness about what pesticides are and what they do.”

The Hawaii health department also says it suffers from a chronic lack of funding when it comes to monitoring the
environment for pesticides.

The department is responsible for overseeing the federal Clean Water Act, but it has no statewide testing program
for pesticides.

The health department tumed responsibility for testing drinking water over to the counties, which test for
pesticides. But the health department doesn't hawe a statewide program for monitoring whether chemicals are
leaching into the soil, contaminating streams and coastal areas or being camied on dust from GMO fields.

There is a position for an environmental health specialist on Kauai who would be in charge of enforcing dust
regulations. But the position has remained vacant for nearly a year.

The agency has inteniewed candidates for the position and is waiting for approval to hire from the state's human
resources department, according to Janice Okubo, a state health department spokeswoman.

Last month, a Kauai County Council member asked department officials how the agency was doing enforcing dust
regulations on Kauai.

"Probably badly " responded Gary Gill, deputy director for environmental health.

Legislature Also Fails to Get Tough

Backers of Bill 2491 also point to a history of watered-down measures passed by the Hawali Legislature and a
failure of the state departments to toughen their own rules and regulations.

Lawmakers debated a bill last year that would have required extensive public disclosure of both general-use
pesticides and restricted-use pesticides — which have more potential to harm public health and the environment.

But the legislation that passed only requires that sales records for restricted-use pesticides be posted on the
Department of Agriculture’s website. The department has yet to post the information, saying there are propriety

From a Private Garden Into the Ripe GMO Debate

GMO Debate: Kauai's Struggle for Health and the
Environment

GMO Protestors Would Accomplish More By
Talking To The Companies

Seeing Tw o Sides To Haw a's GMO Debate
GMO Labeling Bil's Defeat lsn't The End
Haw aii Next Battleground for Ant-GMO Industry

Label GMO'’s in Haw aif So We Can Avoid Eating
Them

Haw aii GMO Bill Asks For Labels, Not A Ban
Legislature Should Require GMO Foed Labeling
Pesticide Contamination, Exposure on Kauai
Worse Around GMO Fields

Posts
Haw ai's One-Sided Love Atfar with GMOs
Hate Crimes Against Papayas and Goats?

Haw aif's InstaVWeek. Death by Molasses. GMO
Passion and Firew orks

n Co&@



business concems it needs to resolve first,

The Legislature also passed a resolution this year requesting that the health department test for lewvels of atrazine
in surface water, coastal waters and the air. Atrazine is a pesticide that's been linked to birth defects.

But, as the heath department's Gill recently told the Kauai County Council, the Legislature didn't provide any
money for the testing. The department has pulled together $70,000 to do statewide testing for atrazine as well as
other pesticides, he said.

Rep. Cynthia Thielen, who sponsored the resolution on atrazine, supports the Kauai regulatory effort because she
thinks the state is doing a bad job regulating pesticides. *I think it's important for the county to act to protect its
own population,” she said.

Hooser, the Kauai councilman behind Bill 2491, said that the department's lack of willingness to fund pesticide
testing and programs shows the state isn't taking the issue of pesticides seriously.

“It just boggles the mind the lack of urgency from the state,” he said.

But owerseeing pesticide use doesn't come cheap, whether it's the state or the county taking the lead. Bill 2491
would cost the county millions of dollars and county officials say they aren't sure where the money will come from.

Kauai County Council Chair Jay Furfaro initially put the price at $4.4 million for the first two years and $911,000
every year after that.

Hooser said that the the biggest cost would likely be health and environmental studies, which could amount to $2
million and that the costs of regulation would be relatively minimal. He said that the studies are critical to figuring
out if there is cause to be concemed about pesticides.

If studies show unsafe levels of pesticides in the envronment, then the county can charge the companies for
cleanup efforts and further testing, he said.

“Ultimately, these companies should pay the price, not the people of the community,” he said.

Last month, days before the Kauai council committee voted on Bill 2481, Gov. Neil Abercrombie promised that he
would work with the Legislature to restore funding and positions for pesticide regulation within the heaith and
agriculture departments. He also suggested that agricultural companies would voluntarily comply with new safety
and health guidelines that would be put in place while the Legislature and department heads deliberated on stricter
controls.

But supparters of Bill 2491 were swiftly critical, arguing that the govemor was simply trying to derail the county’s
efforts. They questioned whether the biotech companies would really comply with new guidelines voluntarily,
especially since the companies had taken a hard line against the bill during hearings, protesting buffer zones and
pesticide disclosure.

Alicia Maluafiti of the Hawaii Crop Improvement Association said that the biotech companies hadn't had time to
meet with the govemnor to discuss issues such as buffer zones and pesticide disclosure because they are too
busy fighting “fear mongering by Mr. Hooser and the extremists on Kauai.”

"We obviously haven't had a chance to sit down," she said. "We are still fighting a pretty pissy bill on Kauai.”

Bill 2491 with amendments:



NN &JY #3 1 Sept

(September 27. 2013)
FLOOR AMENDMENT
Bill No 2491, Reloting to Pesticides ond Genetically Modified Orgam

Introduced by NADINE K. NARAMURA and JOANN A YURKIMUR

Amend Bill No. 2441 by amending the proposed new lmale 2 in )
ullows
“ARTICLE 22. PESTICIDES AND GENETICALLY
ORGANISMS
Sec. 22-28.} Findings,

(a)y  In erder to estabhsh provisions governing the use of
genehically modified organizms (GMO<) by- large-scals” commerei
entities on Knua'y, the Council finds that.

{11 Section 1. Artacle NI of the State Constitution a1
benefit of presemt and future genermtions, the State an
subdnasions ~hall conserve wnd proiect Hawni'i's n.lluml |
naturg] resources, including land. water, air. mine
and shall promate the development and utilizazion r-l‘ thesg
manner consstent with therr conservation and in furth
self aufficiancy of the State Al public natural resourees are |
the State for the benefit of the people

DISCUSSION: Do you think the Kauai County Council should step in when it comes fo the regulation of
pesticides?
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TESTIMONY OF MEL RAPOZO
COUNCILMEMBER, KAUAT COUNTY COUNCIL
ON
HB 1611, RELATING TO THE REGULATION OF PESTICIDES
Committee on Agriculture
Monday, January 27, 2014
9:30 a.m.
Conference Room 312

Dear Chair Wooley and Committee Members:

Thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony in strong support of
HB 1611, relating to the Regulation of Pesticides. My testimony is submitted in my
capacity as Councilmember of the Kaua‘i County Council.

HB 1611 is part of the 2014 Kaua‘i County Legislative Package, which
appropriates $555,000 for Fiscal Year 2014-2015 for the Department of Agriculture.
The purpose of this bill is to properly fund the necessary positions needed to
administer the Hawai‘i Pesticides Law.

This proposed bill was considered by the Kaua‘i County Council during the
time Governor Neil Abercrombie released a statement on September 23, 2013,
stating that he will work with the Legislature to restore positions and seek
additional funding “to address pesticide compliance and conduct inspections
regarding pesticide contamination.”

The Hawai‘i Pesticides Law authorizes the Department of Agriculture to
regulate the sale and use of pesticides, which provides a regulatory framework and
personnel to properly address the concerns raised by the public. In 2010, critical
positions that were needed to administer this law were eliminated as a result of the
fiscal crisis. The Federal sequestration may have also had an impact on the State’s
finances at that time. However, many of our citizens continue to have concerns
regarding the amount of Restricted Use Pesticides (“RUP”) being applied by major
seed companies across the State.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



Representative Jessica Wooley & Committee Members
RE: HB 1611 Relating to the Regulation of Pesticides
January 24, 2014

Page 2

To properly address the concerns raised by the public, and in the interest of
the public’'s health, safety, and welfare, it is of utmost importance that the
appropriate staffing levels are committed and restored to properly regulate RUPs.
An appropriation of $555,000, which includes the cost of fringe benefits, supports an
additional three (3) Inspector positions for the Department of Agriculture. This bill
will also support Governor Neil Abercrombie’s prior statement.

For the reasons stated above, I respectfully request that the Committee

approve this measure. Again, thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony.

Sincerely,

a,au(ﬁ?a

MEL RAPOZO
Councilmember, Kaua‘i County Council

AB:mn
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TESTIMONY OF TIM BYNUM
COUNCILMEMBER, KAUAT COUNTY COUNCIL
ON
HB 1611, RELATING TO THE REGULATION OF PESTICIDES
Committee on Agriculture
Monday, January 27, 2014
9:30 a.m.
Conference Room 312

Dear Chair Wooley and Committee Members:

Thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony in strong support of
HB 1611, relating to the Regulation of Pesticides. My testimony is submitted in my
capacity as Councilmember of the Kaua‘i County Council.

HB 1611 is part of the 2014 Kaua‘i County Legislative Package, which
appropriates $555,000 for Fiscal Year 2014-2015 for the Department of Agriculture.
The purpose of this bill is to properly fund the necessary positions needed to
administer the Hawai‘i Pesticides Law.

This proposed bill was considered by the Kaua‘i County Council during the
time Governor Neil Abercrombie released a statement on September 23, 2013,
stating that he will work with the Legislature to restore positions and seek
additional funding “to address pesticide compliance and conduct inspections
regarding pesticide contamination.”

The Hawai‘i Pesticides Law authorizes the Department of Agriculture to
regulate the sale and use of pesticides, which provides a regulatory framework and
personnel to properly address the concerns raised by the public. In 2010, critical
positions that were needed to administer this law were eliminated as a result of the
fiscal crisis. The Federal sequestration may have also had an impact on the State’s
finances at that time. However, many of our citizens continue to have concerns
regarding the amount of Restricted Use Pesticides (“RUP”) being applied by major
seed companies across the State.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



Representative Jessica Wooley & Committee Members
RE: HB 1611 Relating to the Regulation of Pesticides
January 24, 2014

Page 2

To properly address the concerns raised by the public, and in the interest of
the public’'s health, safety, and welfare, it is of utmost importance that the
appropriate staffing levels are committed and restored to properly regulate RUPs.
An appropriation of $5655,000, which includes the cost of fringe benefits, supports an
additional three (3) Inspector positions for the Department of Agriculture. This bill
will also support Governor Neil Abercrombie’s prior statement.

For the reasons stated above, I respectfully request that the Committee
approve this measure. Again, thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony.

Sincerely,

Councilmember, Katua'‘t

AB:mn
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January 24, 2014

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE
Rep. Jessica Wooley, Chair

Rep. Richard H.K. Onishi, Vice Chair
Rep. Karen Awana

Rep. James Kunane Tokioka

Rep. Tom Brower

Rep. Clift Tsuji

Rep. Romy M. Cachola

Rep. Lauren Kealohilani Matsumoto
Rep. Isaac W. Choy

Rep. Gene Ward

Rep. Takashi Ohno

NOTICE OF HEARING

DATE: Monday, January 27, 2014

TIME: 9:30am

PLACE: Conference Room 312 State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street

RE: TESTIMONY I[N STRONG SUPPORT OF HB1611
RELATING TO THE REGULATION OF PESTICIDES

Aloha, Committee on Agriculture:

PASS strongly supports HB1611. We based our stance on experience working with labor trafficked persons found
on many local farms on Oahu and Kauai.

While | support many organic local farms like Ma'o, Otsuji, and Waimanalo Country Farms, who do great and
honest work in agriculture, we know for a fact that there are many other local farms that not only traffick people to
work on their farms but also engage in unregulated and illegal handling and misuse of Restricted Use Pesticides.

These pesticides are incredibly harmful and some of my clients have cancerous tumors, some in the nose and
brain. A few have even died after spraying these chemicals, which are sometimes mixed with each other to have
unknown effects. None of these offenses are regulated.

Unless the state can implement better oversight of farms, against crimes such as human trafficking as well as the
illegal handling and use of restricted use pesticides, we cannot afford to allow them to be less transparent.
Currently, the regulation of agricultural violations is dismal and impractical for both the state and the federal
government due to lack of funding, lack of personnel, and the inability to identify the locations of many farms.

Please pass this measure. The people have the right to know which local farms are violating pesticide regulations.

It is @ matter of serious public safety. Attached is a local news article about a pesticide violation and its effects on

workers. We still do not know the effects this extended use of pesticides has on the land and water supply and we
must.

Sincerely,

Kathryn Xian
Executive Director

Pacific Alliance to Stop Slavery — 4348 Waialae Avenue #307 — Honolulu, HI 96816 — Tel. 808-343-5056 — info@traffickjamming.org



onishi2-Micah-Seth

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Friday, January 24, 2014 1:00 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc mendezj@hawaii.edu

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1611 on Jan 27, 2014 09:30AM*
HB1611

Submitted on: 1/24/2014
Testimony for AGR on Jan 27, 2014 09:30AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Javier Mendez-Alvarez | Individual | Support | No |
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



onishi2-Micah-Seth

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Friday, January 24, 2014 4:48 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc megan.pittsley@gmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1611 on Jan 27, 2014 09:30AM*
HB1611

Submitted on: 1/24/2014
Testimony for AGR on Jan 27, 2014 09:30AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Megan Fox I Individual | Support | No |
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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January 24, 2014

The Honorable Jessica Wooley, Chair
House Committee on Agriculture

Gladys C. Baisa -

Council Chair (.. @JWW

HEARING OF JANUARY 27, 2014; TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB1611,
RELATING TO THE REGULATION OF PESTICIDES

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this important measure. The purpose of this
measure is to appropriate funds for pesticide regulation by restoring three additional inspector positions
for the Department of Agriculture.

I support this measure for the following reasons:

1.

The elimination of agriculture inspector positions, based on previous budget shortfalls,
has resulted in potentially dangerous gaps in the inspection process. It is important that
appropriate staffing levels are restored to properly regulated restricted use pesticides.

Maintaining sufficient agriculture inspector staffing is particularly important for Maui
County because of the unique challenges faced by our multi-island, significantly
agricultural community.

This measure will directly and indirectly assist Maui County’s ongoing efforts in dealing
with invasive species, including miconia, coqui frogs, axis deer, and, most recently, the
little fire ants that can produce painful stings for humans and blindness for pets.

For the foregoing reasons, | support this measure.

ocs:proj:legis:14legis: 1 4testimony:SB2110_pafl4-012a_mkz
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P.0O. Box 253, Kunia, Hawai'i 96759
Phone: (808) 848-2074; Fax: (808) 848-1921
e-mail info@hfbf.org; www.hfbf.org

January 27, 2014

HEARING BEFORE THE
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE

TESTIMONY ON HB 1611
RELATING TO THE REGULATIONS ON PESTICIDES

Room 312
9:30 AM

Chair Wooley, Vice Chair Nishihara, and Members of the Committee:

| am Christopher Manfredi, President of the Hawaii Farm Bureau Federation (HFBF).
Organized since 1948, the HFBF is comprised of 1,832 farm family members statewide,
and serves as Hawaii’s voice of agriculture to protect, advocate and advance the social,
economic and educational interest of our diverse agricultural community.

Hawaii Farm Bureau supports the intent of this bill and offers the following comments.

There is significant misunderstanding within the community about pesticide science and
use. Although this area is highly studied, evaluated by scientific experts, and regulated,
both at the federal and State levels, some in our community have been led to believe
otherwise; that pesticides are being used excessively in Hawaii, and that pesticides are
causing illnesses and environmental harm here. This has fostered unjustified fears and
feelings that our government is not protecting us, especially when it comes to the
agricultural use of pesticides.

The use of pesticides in our everyday environment is a fact of life in Hawaii and
elsewhere. We use “restricted use” termiticides to ensure that our houses aren't
destroyed. We use herbicides to combat invasive species that threaten to destroy our
precious watersheds, we use insecticides against mosquitos, found even on Oahu last
year, that spread dengue virus and other deadly diseases. We even use “restricted
use” pesticides in our drinking water, to ensure that it is safe to drink. And yes, farmers
use pesticides so they don’t lose entire crops to bugs, diseases, and weeds.

So long as pesticides are used properly, they don’t pose risks to humans or the
environment. To ensure they are used properly, our State Department of Agriculture,
along with the EPA, regulates pesticide use and enforces the stringent laws and
regulations if there are violations.



Although we fully support HDOA and agree that it should be given the resources it
needs to accomplish its mission, this bill may be unnecessary because funding for these
positions, and pesticide educational outreach positions, are being sought in the budget.
We request that if this bill is passed out of committee, modifications to the language
should be made for accuracy, as follows.

Preamble, page 1, line 11:

The reduction in force that eliminated HDOA Pesticide Branch positions did not affect
“required testing” of restricted use pesticides. This sentence should be corrected by
deleting the stricken through words, as follows:

The legislature further finds that in 2010, the State was faced with a significant reduction
in force, which resulted in the elimination of personnel positions needed to administer

Chapter 149A and perform required-testing of restricted use pesticides.

Page 2, lines 1 and 2 (sentence begins on page 1, line 16):

The following sentence should be amended to accurately reflect that HDOA regulates
ALL pesticides, not only restricted use pesticides.

To properly address concerns raised by the public, and in the interest of public health,
safety, and welfare, it is of utmost importance that appropriate staffing levels be
committed and restored so the department of agriculture can properly administer and
regulate restricted-use pesticides, in accordance with the Hawaii Pesticides Law.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure.



onishi2-Micah-Seth

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Saturday, January 25, 2014 11:19 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc legechair@gmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1611 on Jan 27, 2014 09:30AM*
HB1611

Submitted on: 1/25/2014
Testimony for AGR on Jan 27, 2014 09:30AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing

Hawaii Farmers Union

Uit Support No

Simon Russell

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



onishi2-Micah-Seth

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Friday, January 24, 2014 5:47 PM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: streamgirlll@yahoo.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1611 on Jan 27, 2014 09:30AM*
HB1611

Submitted on: 1/24/2014
Testimony for AGR on Jan 27, 2014 09:30AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Mary True [ Individual | Support | No |
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



onishi2-Micah-Seth

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Saturday, January 25, 2014 2:27 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc: sunnysavage@gmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1611 on Jan 27, 2014 09:30AM*
HB1611

Submitted on: 1/25/2014
Testimony for AGR on Jan 27, 2014 09:30AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Sunny Savage-Luskin | Individual | Support | No |
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



onishi2-Micah-Seth

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Saturday, January 25, 2014 1:20 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc unmanib@maui.net

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1611 on Jan 27, 2014 09:30AM*
HB1611

Submitted on: 1/25/2014
Testimony for AGR on Jan 27, 2014 09:30AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Unmani Cynthia Groves | Individual | Support | No |
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



onishi2-Micah-Seth

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Sunday, January 26, 2014 10:50 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc freelll@hawaii.rr.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1611 on Jan 27, 2014 09:30AM*
HB1611

Submitted on: 1/26/2014
Testimony for AGR on Jan 27, 2014 09:30AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Carol Cam I Individual | Support | No |
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



onishi2-Micah-Seth

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Sunday, January 26, 2014 11:07 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc mauiwit@hotmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1611 on Jan 27, 2014 09:30AM*
HB1611

Submitted on: 1/26/2014
Testimony for AGR on Jan 27, 2014 09:30AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Christine L. Andrews, J.D. | Individual | Support | No |
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



onishi2-Micah-Seth

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Sunday, January 26, 2014 11:54 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc dbwoodsluv@hotmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1611 on Jan 27, 2014 09:30AM*
HB1611

Submitted on: 1/26/2014
Testimony for AGR on Jan 27, 2014 09:30AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| denise woods [ Individual | Support | No |
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



onishi2-Micah-Seth

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Sunday, January 26, 2014 7:36 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc robtarver1953@gmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1611 on Jan 27, 2014 09:30AM*
HB1611

Submitted on: 1/26/2014
Testimony for AGR on Jan 27, 2014 09:30AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Rob Tarver I Individual | Support | No |
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



onishi2-Micah-Seth

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Sunday, January 26, 2014 11:39 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc abolish.all.wars@gmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1611 on Jan 27, 2014 09:30AM*
HB1611

Submitted on: 1/26/2014
Testimony for AGR on Jan 27, 2014 09:30AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Roger Rios [ Individual | Support | No |
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



onishi2-Micah-Seth

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

Sent: Sunday, January 26, 2014 11:45 AM

To: AGRtestimony

Cc 3333sd@gmail.com

Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1611 on Jan 27, 2014 09:30AM*
HB1611

Submitted on: 1/26/2014
Testimony for AGR on Jan 27, 2014 09:30AM in Conference Room 312

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Sue Donaldson I Individual | Support | No |
Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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