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HOUSE BILL NO. 1266
RELATING TO OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATIONS ON AGRICULTURAL LANDS

Chairpersons Wooley and Brower and Members of the Committees:

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill No. 1266.  This measure

amends Section 205-2 by clarifying that agricultural tourism activities are to occur in the

presence of a bona fide agricultural activity.  The Department of Agriculture supports the

intent of this measure however we believe that House Bill No. 772, an Administration

bill, is a more comprehensive vehicle that ensures that agricultural tourism with

overnight accommodation are clearly accessory and secondary to a bona fide farming

operation.  More specifically, House Bill 772 requires farmers to meet a minimum farm-

based income threshold, that the farm be in existence for at least two years, and that

the majority of gross income to the farming operation comes from sales of agricultural

products grown on the property on which the agricultural tourism and overnight

accommodations are sought

In the development of the Administration bill, the Department of Agriculture and

the Office of Planning met with the county planning department directors to understand

and address their concerns.

Thank you, again, for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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