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Submitting for consideration and confinnation to the University o f Hawai'i Board of 

Regents, Gubernatorial Nominee, EUGENE BAL Ill, for a term to expire 6-30-20 I 8. 

Chair Taniguchi and members of the Comminee, thank you for the opportunity to 

appear before you today_ 

I want to thank Governor Abercrombie for hi s confidence in nominating mc. I am 

honored to be considered for the University of Hawaii Board of Regents. 

I want to thank all of my friends and coJleagucs who submitted testimony on my 

behalf and who have been so supportive in this process. 

Following a 25 year military career, I returned home to Maui to become the 

Executive Director of the Maui High Performance Computing Center and I have held that 

position for the past 16 years. Public and community service, specifically related to 

education, has become a focus for me. I believe my blend of experience, capabilities, and 

leadership may be well applied as a Regent and I would be honored to serve in that 

capacity. 

Several factors influence my belief that I have the requisite qualifications for 

membership on the Board of Regents. I have over 40 years of experience in leadership 

roles managing all aspects of complex sc ientific, engineering, and technical programs. 

While I served in the Navy, these positions included Mission Commander, Detachment 

Commander, Department Head, Chief Engineer, and Deputy Program Manager, 

culminated by 'assignment as one of a highly select number of Program Managers at the 

Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency. As the Executive Director of the Maui 



High Perfonnancc Computing Center, I led the transfonnation of the organization from a 

teclmology concept into the highest echelon of Department of Defense supercomputing 

centers and led the execution of the current management contract earning government 

perfonnance assessments of "Excellent" resulting in the award of all contract extensions. 

In addition to having been employed by two universities, I have been involved in 

education through a number of venues, principally as a volunteer in the State of Hawaii 

and Maui County non-profit communities. Examples of those volunteer service positions 

in education include the National Visiting Committee of the National Science Foundation, 

National Center of Excellence in High Performance Computing Technology, the 

University of Hawaii Maui College Advanced Curriculum Advisory Board, the United 

States Naval Academy Infonnation Officer for Maui County, the Maui Economic 

Development Board Ke Alahele Education Committee, and the Hawaii Community 

Foundation Scholarship Ambassador Program. I have also re-engineered and developed 

a rigorous summer intern program at the Maui High Performance Computing Center. 

My vision as a member of the Board of Regents of the University of Hawaii is to 

build the reputation and credibility of the university through perfonnance of the entire 

institution including the Board of Regents. Example issues supporting this goal include: 

graduating students who are well prepared to be competitive in the Infonnation 

Technology age; advancing the university as a Carnegie Institution of Higber Learning 

through increased research activity; growing contract and grant funding and managing 

tuition costs; and developing the University Affiliated Research Center (UARe) in 

reaching its potential. 

There are many challenges facing our university. You havc my commitment, 

readiness, and willingness to serve in this most important position of public post­

secondary education in our State. 

I would like to thank the Committee for your dedication and service and for 

allowing me to testify before you today. Thank. you for considering my nomination. And 

I want to thank those who have submitted testimony on my behalf. 

At this time, I would be glad to answer any questions the Committee may have. 



TESTIMONY BY KALBERT K. YOUNG 
DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF BUDG ET AND FINANCE 

STATE OF HAWAll 
TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION 

ON 
GOVERNOR' S MESSAGE NO. 71 1 

RELATING TO EUGENE BAL III FOR CONS IDERATION AN D CONFIRMATION 
TO T HE UN IVERSITY OF HAWAll BOARD OF REGENTS 

Dear Chair Taniguchi, Vice Chair Kahelc, and Members of the Committee, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support for the nom ination of Mr. 
Eugene Ballll to th e University o f Hawaii Board of Regents. 

I have known Mr. Sal for over 10 years starting whilst I worked for the Co unty of Maui 
and Mr. Sal -led the Maui High Performance Computing Center. During that lime, I had 
the opportunity to witness Mr. Bal's leadership style and his approach to management. 
Mr. Sal is very organized and presents a calm demeanor that draws confidence and 
surety. 

Mr. Bal 's inclus ive leadership style wi ll be welcomed on th e UH Board of Regents. 
Considering the difficult challenges faced by the University and the Board of Regents 
over the last several months, I am sure that Mr. Bal 's insight and perspective towards 
transparency and governance will help to guide the Uni versity into its next phase of 
evo lution as a leading in sti tution. 

Mr. Bal is actively invo lved in a vari ety of community organizations and frequently 
vo lunteers to participate in even ts. He is very community-minded and recogn ized as a 
leader with intelligent ins ight on issues and challenges facing not only Maui County, but 
as well as the State of Hawaii. I think hi s diverse background and perspectives will be 
valuable in shaping the future for the University of Hawaii into a globally-recogn ized 
institution of higher education and learning. 

I think M r. Bal wou ld be a good appointment to the UH Board of Regents. I urge the 
members of the Senate Committee on Higher Educati on to support his se lection by voting 
favorably on his nomination and advancing G.M. 7 11 for full Senate confi rmat ion. 



March 25, 2013 

Senator Brian T. Taniguchi 
Senate Committee on Higher Education 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street, Room 219 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Dear Senator Taniguchi and Committee Members on Higher Education, 

My name is Robert Nakagawa and I currently serve as the Scout Executive! Executive Director of the 

Scouting programs here in Maui County. I have come to know Gene Ba l over the last two years. It 

started with the need to identify a President Elect to the Board of the Maui County Counci l Boy Scouts. 

Our nominating committee made up prominent leaders in the Maui Community spoke highly of Gene 

Bal, his leadership, organizational skills, and clout in the community. 

He has served as the President Elect and now serves as the President of our Board. He has been able to 

provide great guidance to me and the organization through interesting times. His leadership at board 

meetings keeps us on point and focused on the mission of Scouting. He is able to provide clarity on 

what can sometimes be daunting discussions. I consider him a friend and a mentor. Each time we 

deliberate with his leadership there is no doubt in my mind we are moving in the right direction. 

It is my opinion that the University would greatly benefit having Eugene Bal serve as a Regent. 

Sincerely, 

Robert Nakagawa (UH Class of 98) 
Scout Executive 

Maul County Council, Boy Scouts of America 



March 26, 2013 

Senator Brian T. Taniguchi 
Senate Committee on Higher Education 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street, Room 219 
Honolulu, Hi. 96813 

Subject: Testimony for Eugene Bal, candidate for the Board of Regents of 
University of Hawaii 

Dear Senator Taniguchi: 

How fortunate for the University of Hawaii that Mr. Bal has agreed to be a 
candidate for the Board of Regents. My complements to Governor Abercrombie 
for his choice. 

It is a good thing that 1 was asked to keep my testimony short .... .it would be easy to 
fill a number of pages of positive things to say about Eugene Bal. 

Keeping it short: 

He is probably one of the brightest and clearest 
thinking individuals 1 have had the good fortune to know. 

While serving with Gene on two boards, the Hawaii Community 
Foundation and Business Advisory Group at U.H.Maui , 1 witnessed 
his outstanding Leadership ability. He is analytical and always 
respectful of both sides of an issue. His quiet but strong presence 
made for productive meetings. 

Gene'sjoumey through life wi ll add another dimension to his ability 
to serve effectively. He understands the bigger world, as well as, 
having the outstanding qualities that his Hawaii ohana insti lled in 
him. 

Giving back to the community has been a passion of Gene 's. As a 
regent, many more throughout the community will have the good 
fortune to benefit from his wisdom and experience. 



Page two ..... 

As a fri end for many years as well as a neighbor and fellow board member of 
Eugene Bal I respectfully request that Mr. Eugene Bal be confirmed to the Board 
of Regents of the University of Hawaii. 

Sincerely, 

Leona Rocha Wilson 
588 Kulaiwi Dr. 
Wailuku, Maui, Hi. 96793 
Email: lonarwl937@aol.com 
Phone: 808.344.6020 
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March 26, 2013 

To: State of Hawaii Senate 

From: Hilton Unemori 

Subject: Testimony in support of the nomination of Eugene Bal to the University of Hawaii Board of 

Regents, Bill number GM711 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit my testimony in support of Eugene (Gene] Bal's nomination to 

the UH Board of Regents. 

It is with great pleasure that I ask that you nominate Gene to be a Regent. Gene has contributed much 

to the Maui community since his retirement after 25 years with distinguished service as a Captain in 

the US Navy. In his current capacity as the Executive Director of the Maui High Performance Computing 

Center (MHPCC), Gene has become intimately familiar with the Research arm of the University of 

Hawaii. He has done this for the past 16 years. During this time with the MHP((, he has selVed in the 

following roles: 

1. Governor's Economic Development Revitalization Task Force 

2. Hawaii State Workforce Development Council 

3. Hawaii Technology Development Venture, Advisory Board 

4. Hawaii Community Foundation, Maui Leadership Council, Past Cha ir 

5. Maui County Mayor s Advisory Committee 

6. Maui County Small Business Advisory Council 

7. Maui Economic Development Board, past Chair and past vice Chair 

8. Maui Memorial Medical Center Foundation, past vice President 

9. Hawaii Community Foundation, Board of Governors, past Secretary 

10. Maui Historical Society, past President 

11. Boy Scouts of America, Maui Council President 

As the immediate past president of the Maui Council of Boy Scouts of America, I had the opportunity to 

work with Gene and get to know him well. I relied on his sound advice and good judgement. I believe 

that Gene will definitely be an asset to the UH Board of Regents with his proven dedication and 

commitment, his work ethic, and the wealth of experience that he brings. I hope that you will support 

his nomination. 

Very Truly Yours, 

Hilton Unemori 



;..,·1arch 27. 2013 

Senator Brian T, Taniguchi 
C'h11i1l)erSOn of the llouse Senate Committee on Hi fl.her EdUCf\(inn 

Hawai i State Capital 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

De<Jr Senator Taniguchi , 

1 am \.\iling to you aS::I lung time triend afMr. Eugene Sal who is suhjec t to confimlarion of his 
appointment b) Go\'crnor Aberc rombie to <l pos ition on [he Board of Rcgc nis of the University 
of Ho\\'«ii 0.1 ~1Qnoa. 

Om frknd~hip dates back mort: than 46 years when he ti rst transferred to our high schoollrom 
rhe Main.land. It \\ as evident then and. e~pt!Ciaily now in adulthood, rhat "Gene" has tlle 
leadership qualititcs 50 important to a thletics and academics, His quiet contidence and 
uc,complishmel1ls eamed him an appoi ntment to the Na\ al Academ) where he exce lled and 
retired as a Nil \)' Captain, 

Eugene's desire to serve his country extends to his currcllI endeavors to ser.~ hi s community, 
sitting on numerous advisory boards aJld educational comminccs. His service to the Universi ty 
of Hawaii system ,is already weI! documented , Eugene if' a man who is conunirted to public 
service for ou r state and collummity. j ask fo r your cons iderat ion in hi s appointment. 

Sincerely. 

Wayne C. Gushikell 
School Teacher/Counselor Slate of Hawaii (fe1.) 



Glenn H Yamasaki 
119 Poailani Place. Kihei, Hawaii 96753 

March 28, 2013 

The Honorable Senator Brian T. Taniguchi 
Senate Committee on Higher Education 
State Capitol 
415 Soulb Beretania Strce~ Room 219 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

email: scntanigucbi@capitol.hawaii.gov; 

re: Eugene Bal m. Nominee, University of Hawaii Board of Regent 

Dear Senator Taniguchi: 

I am writing in support of the appointment of Eugene BalliI (Gene) to the University of Hawaii 
Board of Regent (Regent) . 

I have known Gene for over 5 years through various non· profit Boards that we both have served 
on including the Hawaii Community Foundation-Maw Leadership Advisory Council and the 
Maui COtulty Council Boy Scouts of America. On each of these organizations, Gene has served 
as the Board Chairman. 

In both situations,] have witnessed Gene's leadership acumen in guiding each Organization 
through strategic decisions and actions while at the same time keenly aware of his fiduciary duty, 
his Board governance obligations, and a strict adherence to confidentiality. 

I am especially envious of his ability to calmly and succinctly articulate the issues and guide the 
Board to a decision that is in the best interest of the Organization. 

I am finnly supportive of Gene's nomination and can vision his role on the University of Hawaii 
Board of Regents as that of a leader, facilitator, fiduciary, visionary, and role model. 

Sincerely, 

~-~-------
Glenn H. Yarnasaki 
ASUH President, 1985 
AJutrulus. Class of' 85 



March 27, 20 13 

I wou ld like to submit my testimony in support o f Eugene BallLl , and his nomination to 
the Uni versity of Hawaii Board of Regents. 

I have known Eugene for 2 ~ years in my work at the Maui Memorial Medica l Center 
Foundation, fi rst as Development Specia li st, then as Executive Director. 

Eugene has been a Board member at the Foun dati on for the past six years. I have been so 
impressed with hi s intell igence, business acumen, knowledge of non profits and 
philanthropy, and hi s overall quiet yet effecti ve leadership. I am truly sorry that thi s is his 
last ycar as a Foundation Board member, as I would like to keep him with us forever! 

The Uni versity of Hawaii Board of Regents wou ld be fortunate to have Eugene, and I 
know his contributions w ill be invaluable to that organization. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Yarde, CFRE 

Executive Director 

Mau i Memorial Medical Center Foundation 
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March 27, 20l 3 

I am pleased to submit my testimo ny in suppo rt of Eugcne Balili. and his 
nomina! ion to thl: Unil'ers it y of Hilwaii Board of Regent.';. 

[ have known Eugene perso nally as we have been long-time family Il'iends thr 
many years. He is n Hunil)' man , well respected in the co mmunity. and is q U!d but 
ctlicient. 

For the past s ix years we han": worked together in a vn lul1lccr capacity on the 
Maui Memoria! Medical Center Fo umiation Boanl of Directors. 1 Ie has served in 
many capac ities on this Board including Vice President , Nominating Committee 
Chair and Executive Diret:tor S/;!arch Committee Chair. Eugene never refused a 
lask or assignment and always met every cha llenge with confidence, grace and 
hllmility. 

II is my honnr to suppot1 Eugene in his nomination to the Ul1\vcrsityofHavvull 
Board of Regents. where I am pos itive he will excel in every nn.::a. 

Slllccrcly. 

Silrajean Tokunaga 

Board Pres ident 

M,lUi Memorial Med ic al Cent er Foundatioll 



March 28, 2013 

Senator Brian T. Taniguchi 
Senate Committee on Higher Education 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street, Room 219 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Subject: Nomi nation of Eugene Balill 
Board of Regents of th e University of Hawaii 

Dear Senator Taniguch i: 

I am writing to you on behalf of my good fr iend, Mr. Eugene 8allll, a nd as a 
University of Hawaii alumnus from the College of Engineering. I have known Mr. Sal 
for over 15 years. 

I recently re tired after 30 years of public service with the County of Maui and Mr. 
Sal is clearly among the most capable and honorable people I have met. The 
University has recently endured a tortu rous period and I am confident that Mr. Bal, 
as a UH Regent, wi ll help restore leadership at and public confidence in the 
University. 

I respectfully request tha t your most favorable consideration of Mr. Bars 
nomination . 

Sincerely, 
Ralph M. Nagami ne, P.E., L.S. 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Deborah Rice Idrice@hcf-hawaii.orgJ 
Thursday , March 28, 2013 11 :25 AM 
Sen. Brian Taniguchi 

Cc: Susan Miyao 
Subject: Eugene Bal, III nomination testimony 

Aloha Sena tor Taniguchi, 

In support of the nomination of Eugene Bal, III to the University of Hawaii Board of Regents, 1 wish to testify that 
Gene has been a tremendous statewide leader and volunteer. He se rved with honor on the Hawaii Community 
Foundation Board of Trustees and as an active and valued member of the Maui Leadership Council, including the 
role of Chair. His knowledge and expertise in education has been extremely helpful to the community and to the 
foundation. He is an cxplemplary citizen, and an extraordinary community member, with a true statewide 
perspecuve. 

Since first meeting Gene many years ago, I've witnessed how much community building has been manifested here 
in Hawaii, because of h.is volunteer work. His character and persona) values stand as a positive model for others, 
bringing well-informed knowledge and leadership to the forefront of our state. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or would like fu rther infonnation. 

Much Aloha, 

Deborah J. Rice 
Senior Philanthropic Services Officer - Maui County 

1
3 

1 Hawai'j Community Foundation 
2241 B Vineyard Street, Wailuku, HI 96793-1692 U.S.A. 
Direct: 808.244-1054 Main: 808.242.61 84 Cell: 808.280.3469 
drice@hcf-hawaii.orq 
ltWW.hawaiicommunityfoundation .org 

1 



Testimony in support of Mr. Eugene Bal's confirmation to the Boa rd of Regents 

Chair Taniguchi, Vice Chair Kahele, members of the Higher Education Committee, 

My name is Leslie Ann Yokouchi. I'm the President and owner of Windermere 
Valley Isle Properties. I would like to provide testimony in support of Mr. Eugene 
Bal's appointment to the University of Hawaii Board of Regents (BOR) representing 
Maui County. I have known Gene for over 45 years. He is an exceptional leader and 
a person of high integrity. A Baldwin High School graduate, he is acutely aware of 
the needs of the County's young people. He has demonstrated over the years his 
commitment to his community by his involvement on numerous boards and 
commissions. 

As a University of Hawaii, Manoa graduate, I am acutely aware of the tumultuous 
times the University of Hawaii (UIi) System is currently experiencing. There is no 
question in my mind that the BaR needs individ uals who have the demonstrated 
leadership and courage to provide the oversight UH sorely needs. Gene's track 
record of success as a retired naval office r and, most recently. as Director of Maui's 
Supercomputer for the past 16 years, provides him with the requisite skill set and 
know how to help guide Uli during this difficult period in its history. 

Gene and I served together on Maui Memorial Hospital Foundation Board of 
Directors. Thus, I have witnessed firsthand his ability to grapple with com plex 
issues and come to reasonable decisions about how to handle them. He emerged as 
one of the leaders of the Board. 

Over the years that I have known Gene. one of the most impressive qua li ties he 
possesses is his ability to relate to everyone wi th whom he interacts. It's clear to all 
who know him how incredibly bright he is but he has a humility that people 
appreciate and respect. 

I have no doubt that Gene's presence on the BOR will add to its ab ility to deal with 
the issues and poli cy matters that it has to cope with over the coming years. 
Therefore, I a~k you to recommend confi rmation of his apPOintment to the BOR. 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony. 



March 29, 2013 

Senator Brian T. Taniguchi 
Senate Committee on Higher Education 
State Capitol 
41 5 South Beretania Street, Room 219 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Re: Support for confirmation of Eugene Bal, III for the University of Hawaii Board of Regents 

Honorable Senator Taniguchi: 

It is with great pleasure that I submit my testimony of support for Eugene Bal, III to fill the Maui 
seat on the University of Hawaii Board of Regents. I have known him for six years, as we have 
served on the Maui Memorial Medical Center Foundation's Board of Directors together. While 
serving on the board with Gene. I have been impressed - though not surprised ~ by his 
willingness to head various committees in spite of his extremely full schedule, and to lead by 
assessing situations calmly. rationally and accurately, while communicating clearly and 
effectively. He is decisive, and employs careful forethought before taking a stand or expressing 
an opinion on subjects that may be sensitive or separative, earning him respect from those around 
him, regardless of how they may fee l about the subject or issue at hand. 

Even before becoming acquainted with Gene personally, I was aware of his reputation as a 
strong leader and person of great character and integrity. His wealth of experience in a number 
of areas has afforded him the ability to look at situations from many perspectives, with balanced, 
big·picture think ing when considering possible outcomes. 

Hi s depth, reserved demeanor and humility, as well as his commitment to carefully chosen 
causes, make him someone who would well represent and bring great value to the University of 
Hawaii Board of Regent s. 

Thank you for this opportunity for me to express my support of Eugene Ba1, III . 

Sincerely, 

Anne M. Oishi 
Vice-President & General Manager 
Island Honda 
Maui, Hawaii 



March 29, 2013 

RE: Testimony for Mr, Eugene Sal nomination to the University of Hawaii Board of Regents -Bill 

Number GM711 

To whom it may concern, 

Please accept this letter of testimony as an endorsement of M r. Eugene Sal's nomination to the 

University of Hawaii's Board of Regents. Mr. Sal's education, military service and life experiences have 

contributed to his stellar commitment to the State of Hawaii and Maui County in particular. 

Mr. Sa l possesses strong leadership ski lls and ability, along with displaying exce llent business acumen. 

He has an inquisitive mindset that assesses complex situations which enables him to make sound 

decisions. The ability to be a quick learner and Mr. Sa l's will ingness to always expand his knowledge 

around a situation makes him an asset to any organization . Maintaining a consistently professional 

outlook and positive demeanor is appreciated by all those that work with him. He is also very thoughtful 

and is someone who has the ability to nurture strong relationships with many different types of people; 

he is an ind ividual w.ith "h igh emotional intelligence". 

I am proud to have had the opportunity to work side by side with Mr. Bal as a member of the Hawaii 

Community Foundation Board of Governors for several years. I have been associated with many top 

executives and influencers in the State over time and I can honest ly say t hat Mr. Sal possesses the tra its 

and values that would make him an outstanding member of the University of Hawa ii Board of Regents. 

Eugene Bal is someone who will do his utmost to uphold his responsibilities to the Soard of Regents, the 

University of Hawaii and it's students and the broader community. I have known Mr. Ba l both 

professionally and personally for many years and strongly support his nominat ion, thank you for your 

conside ration . 

Sincerely, 

Myles S. Shibata 

Vice President of Philanthropic Services 



/-MAUI 
March 29, 2013 

Senator Brian Taniguchi 

Senate Committee on Higher Education 

State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street, Room 219 

Hono lulu, HI 96813 

Honorable Brian Taniguchi: 

It is without reservation that I submit this letter of support for Mr. Gene Bal as a Board of Regent of the 

University of Hawaii. My association with Mr. Ba l began 3 years ago when 1 joined him on the MaUl 

Memorial Medical Center Foundation Board of Directors. 

His skills and insight were evident from the first meeting I attended as r listened attentive ly when he 

spoke. At subsequent meetings I observed that he commanded the respect of all present with his sound 

art iculation on the issues before us. His engaging demeanor was never confrontationa l enabling his 

trust and leadership virtues to always prevail with our group. Attributes which are well sui ted for the 

position he is being considered for. 

The list of community and civic organizations he was and is involved in truly amplifies the type of 

individual he is. It has demonstra ted to me that he is someone who gives back more than he receives 

from our community. 

His personal academic achievements are a testament of his value of a good education and will 

undoubtedly serve him well as a Board of Regent of an institution of higher learning. Professionally his 

military, government and private sector employment provides the catalyst for sound business acumen 

towards oversight, f\scal responsibility and management of the University of Hawaii system. 

As an alumnus of the University of Hawaii at Manoa and a taxpayer I would be honored to have him 

represent us and be confirmed by your committee as the next Board of Regent of the University of 

Hawaii. Hawaii would be ext remely fort unate to have someone of Mr. Ba l's caliber serving on our 

behalf . 

Sincerely, 

Cla~t: ~f(igami 
presider~'EO 

I. I ~ l.E;! ~v,l kl' ,1 ' \,"0'" ''' ' • K., lIuIUi. il,I"'\"., ,' ,,/,7 J2 
I'I~",! , 1/;1):\' (Ii \·:;O~II • I ~~ 1.8WII a;-·)..{,,! I I 



Tf\\ TAKITANI AGARAN & JORG e NSEN. LLlP F--\) A l,lW Partner s h ip 

March 30, 2013 

Senator Brian T. Taniguchi , Chair 
Senate Committee on Higher Education 
State Capitol, Room 219 
415 South Berelania Street, Room 219 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Re: Nomination of Eugene Bal III - UH Board of Regents 

Aloha Senator Taniguchi : 

"1'11"0"1 :;. bkih.ni 
G;lberl SC. KI!,!I. -Aell'''''' 
Dnll ,d M J"r~(>nsc" 

This leUer is being sent in support of the nomination of Eugene 8al III for a seat on the 
University of Hawai'; Board of Regents . 

" ve known Gene for the past several years, both professionally and personally as we have 
many mutual business acquaintances and friends. He is a very conscientious, thoughtful and 
responsible person who has only the best interests of Maul and Hawai' j at heart. He spends an 
enormous amount of his time working with non·profit organizations, as a Board Member, officer, 
and volunteer. I pride myself on my community service but r am humbled when I look at all of 
the organizations and causes Gene is and has been involved with. 

I've had the opportunity to selVe on Boards with Gene and when he has been in charge of a 
meeting or been the Chair of a particular Committee, he has always impressed me with his 
leadership qualit ies and his ability and, more important, willingness to listen to all sides and help 
the group arrive at a reasonable solution to whatever issue is before them. Even when he has 
not been actually selVing as the leader, he has not shied away from taking on that role when 
necessary. I know as a father and grandfather, education in Hawaii at all levels is very 
important to Gene and I know that he will do a great job on the Board of Regents if given the 
opportunity. r honestly cannot think of anyone more qualified to serve in that capacity. 

I have the utmost respect and Aloha for Eugene Bal, his education and work experience are 
simply amazing, I believe him to have the highest level of integrity, and he has the utmost 
respect of the Maui community. I have no hesitation in whole·heartedly requesting your 
favorable consideration and support of his nomination for a seat on the Board of Regents. 

Please let me know if you would like any additional information. 

Sincerely, 

/ ~ ·4t1.1 0 ~"<, ...... "",, 
DAVID ~~~seN 



March 29, 2013 

Senator Brian T. Taniguchi 
Senate Committee on Higher Education 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street, Room 219 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Re: Mr. Eugene Bal's Nomination to the University of Hawaii Board of Regents 
Bill # GM711 

Honorable Brian T. Taniguchi: 

I am very pleased that Governor Abercrombie nominated Eugene "Gene" Sal to 
be on the University of Hawaii Board of Regents. I have known Gene for 
approximately 15 years. He has exceptional leadership skills and a wealth of 
knowledge in a wide array of disciplines. 

I first met Gene at the Maui Research and Technology Park. We serve together 
on the MEDB board of directors. Our participation began when he was its 
chairman and continues to the present. We also served together on the Board of 
Trustees of the Maui Historical Society. Gene held the chairmanship of this 
organization as well. I came to admire his leadership skills during these 
relationships. He conducts meetings with authority yet with the spirit of 
participation of all involved. He is always well informed on the issues at hand and 
adept at finding solutions to difficult problems. 

I strongly support the selection of Eugene Bal as a member of the University of 
Hawaii Board of Regents. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas Reed 
President 
Aloha Recycling 
75 Amala Place 
Kahului , HI 96732 
808-871-8544 
treed@mauLnet 



P.O. Box 967 
Wailuku, HI 96793 
March 31, 20 13 

Senator Brian T. Tani guchi 
Senate Committee on Higher Education 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street, Room 219 
Honolulu, HI 968 13 

Re: Eugene Bal Ill 's Nomination for the University of Hawai' j Board of Regents (OM?!I ) 

Honorable Senator Taniguchi : 

This letter is offered in support of Eugene Bal III who has been nominated by Governor Neil 

Abercrombie to a position on the University ofHawai ' j Board of Regents. I have known and 

worked with Gene in my fanner position as coordinator of the then Maw Conununity Coll ege 

Cooperative Education (Internship) and Job Placement program [or more than ten years. As the 

Executive Director of the Maui High Performance Computing Center, Gene played an important 

role in workforce development by supporting internships for MCC students majoring in 

Electronics and Computer Engineering Tedlllology and other STEM programs. Many MCC 

graduates have become productive employees o f the Center as wel l. 

Further, Gene cont'ributed hi s experti se on the Uni versity of Hawai' i Maui College Advanced 

Cuniculum Advisory Committee as MCC transitioned into UH Maui College and began offering 

baccalaureate degrees. He has forged strong relationships between the Center, the College, and 

the Maui community which have enhanced economic development in science and teclmology. 

His engagement in our community is well documented and ranges from organizations directly 

related to his work, to those that provide leadership and support in the healthcare industry, 

economic revitalization, small businesses, and professional development (e.g., Maui Economic 

Development Board; Maui County Council Boy Scouts of America). I am al so proud to call him 

"Cousin" and to acknowledge his invo lvement on the Maui Historical Society Board of Trustees 

(we are both descendants of Edward Bailey). There is no doubt that all of these experiences, his 

educational background, the combination of his military and management service, and, equally 

important, his integrity, motivation, and demonstrated leadership will contribute to his ability to 

serve effectively on the Board of Regents. 

At this critical point in the University's timeline, it is important to have people like Gene Bal 

who will objectively, fairly, and thoroughly review the issues and challenges facing the 



institution and who wi ll make sound decisions on behalf of higher education in Hawai'i. It is 
with great confidence that I support the nomination of Eugene BallII for a position on the 

University ofHawai ' j Board of Regents. Mahalo for the opportunity to present my testimony on 
behalf of Eugene Bal 111. 

Very truly yours, 

lsi Wallette G. Pellegrino 

Associate Professor, retired 
University ofHawai ' i Maui College (Maui Community College) 



maUle 

March 29, 2013 

() , 
BOARD 

The Honorable Brian 1. T"ln~gusn i 

Senate Committee on Hi;f1er Education 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretan ia SIreE-t . Room 219 
Honolulu , Hawaii 95813 

Dear Mr. Taniguch i, 

I understand that you are ccr,sidering the nomination of Eugene Bal to the University of Hawaii's Board of 
Regents. I would liKe to snare information with you about his qualifications. 

I've known of him since hi;r, school. A!though we attended different high schools, back then (the late 
1960s) Mau i was smai1 2nd ;ural enough that outstand ing high school students garnered the attention of 
our community. In his caSE. Gene was both a IT.ode: scholar and ath lete . As a product of that period in 
Maui's hiswry. Ge!l8 t:r ir. c, s sn understanding and appreciation of our community's legacy and values to 
the pivotal discussions 31':: OE:cisions he wil l fac6- as 2 Ragent. 

In 1997, our paths crosseo sgair: wr.en Gene accepted the position of Director of the Maui High 
Performance Computing Cenee" MEOo's miss ion 10cusses on diversifying Maul County's economy with 
particular ernphas:s on 1,0':;:-"i25 engaged in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math activities. With 
the invaluable supper: cot .r:s> :S!2 Sena:or Inouye. MHPCC opened cperations in 1994 in part to support 
the vast amounts of darE proauced by the Air force telescopes on Haleakala . Recognizing the significant 
role MHPCC played if'. ': l E"JS's mission, we invited Gene 10 serve as a member of our board of directors. 
He is respected 01: ni s:::.~ "" ",,;:,: .:os on the boad ror .::! E';dicatlon 10 our mission, for his integrity and for his 
skills 2S c. clear thinKer .-., ,:, ccr::munic81Of Refle::::ing their regard for his leadership. the board elected 
Gene to Sef\!e ror two '/='i- ' S 2S Chair of the Boara or Directors . It is testament to his skills as a leader 
that he was :::ble lG QL.d. 2 JL" ::;6-member oca,,j successfully through a period of program expansion and 
diversiiication. As. thc F-r.:;sitenr & CEO, i worked very closely with Gene and always appreciated his 
responsiveness, intel ii Q '7-~E' 2Jld support in Ol!f c'.):lVersations 

I know batt', pel'sOi'3Ey ?r fi [Yc:iessicnS'!ly that Gene sees education and the opportun ity to go on to a 
higher education ciegre~ 25 o;.oities. He is fi r:ingly a very active member of of the MEDB Education 
Comminee, one of tile - 03t cer-:a!1d ing assignrr,ems on the board. In that capacity , he helped found the 
MEOB Ke Alaheie Educ;;-. 0 _' fU'ld which prevides grants Ki schools and teachers to advance STEM 
education in our K'-IL ::oS .... .:..::.S '::-'e Committee assists with annual fundraising (more than 5300,000 
annually) and determ:,,' - ,.. 2-'9f1-:~~ to be ewarded. 

I hope this informe"i 'o ",-, I· -:- . . _ ;1 your oe!:oer2r!Or'S and I ~ok forward to your decision 

Sincerely. 
r..... , -; 
, lei, ',/' ' .~-
~IJvv.{ L/ ' i 1'. C"' _ . -Y 

Jdr,ne Unemori $k09 L / 
PreSident & CEO 



Rian DuBach 
637 Lower Kimo Drive 
Kula, HI 96793 
April 1, 2013 

Senator Brian 1. Taniguchi 
Senate Committee on Higher Education 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street, Room 219 
Honolulu , HI 96813 

Dear Senator Taniguchi: 

It is with great pleasure that I recommend Eugene Bal as a Regent for the University of 
Hawaii. I have known him for over 10 years, and served on the Maui Memorial Medical 
Center Foundation Board of Directors with him for two years. We are also distantly 
related , through marriage. I am the Vice President of Corporate Banking at American 
Savings Bank, but I write this testimony as an individual and UH alumnus. 

Eugene has consistently displayed a high aptitude of integrity and has always been 
forthright and candid in our interaction. He is articulate and has been able to bring 
people to consensus on difficult issues. He is well-liked for his thoughtful and 
professional style. 

I believe his extensive experience with the U.S. Navy helped refine and define his innate 
leadership qualities. His leadership at the Maui High Performance Computing Center 
has been instrumenta l in diversifying our local economy. 

Eugene is widely respected in the community on Maul. He has an extensive track record 
of volunteerism on a number of boards. He is not shy in asking difficu lt questions, but 
does so with courtesy and respect. 

I am happy to provide this endorsement without reservation . His sound judgment and 
consistent follow-through wou ld be an asset to the UH Board of Regents. 

Sincerely, 

Rian DuBach 



Aprill,2013 

The Honorable Donna Mercado Kim, Senate President 

And Members of the Senate 

Twenty-Seventh State Legislature 

State Capitol, Room 409 

Honolu lu, Hawaii 96813 

Dear Senate President Kim and Members of the Senate, 

Governor Abercrombie nominated Mr. Eugene Ball1l to the Board of Regents of the University 
of Hawaii, and I am writing to you in support of your confirmatlon of this appointment. I have known 
Mr. Bal for several years, while working with him on the Maul Memorial Medical Center Foundation 
Board of Directors. Gene is extremely intelligent and is a tremendous leader. Gene is able to think and 
act very strategically but is also entirely capable of discussing issues at more tactical, detailed levels, as 
needed. Gene's actions and service dearly demonstrate his sincere care for the Maui and Hawaii 
community. 

The University of Hawaii and Hawaii's community in general would benefit immense ly from 
Gene's service on the Board of Regents. 

Very truly yours, 

Lyle J. Matsunaga 
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Wes Freiwald II Individual II Support 

Present at Hearing 

II No I 

Comments: Subject: Eugene Bal Support for UH Regent From: Wes Freiwald , President & CEO PDS 
LLC. Date: 3/28/13 This letter is in support of Eugene Bal ("Gene") as a UH Board of Regent position . 
I've known and worked closely with Gene for over 15 years in the technology community on Maui as 
well as through other functions such as the Maui Economic Development Board (MEDB). Gene is a 
person of incredible integrity and is able to tackle and solve complex problems ranging from 
organizational, to human, to highly technical. He has the unique ability to distill information, determine 
courses of action, and oversee execution of courses of action in a clear and concise manor. He is 
articulate, politically astute, and there is no problem too large, or too small for him to address. He is 
confident, humble and sincere. My home is on Maui , Hawaii , I have a successful business in Hawaii, 
and I cannot think of a better individual to serve as a regent of the University of Hawaii. The 
University would be blessed to have him in such a capacity. Please feel free to contact me at any 
time in regards to this subject on my personal cel l phone. Sincerely, Wes Freiwald President & CEO 
PDS LLC. (808) 268-911 9 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office , may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

Do not reply to this email. This in box is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii .gov 

1 



TO: 

FROM: 

KA'ANAPALI BEACH HOTEL 

April 1, 2013 

The Honorable Brian T. Taniguchi, Chair 
Senate Cominittee on Higher Education 

Mike White Ii/;!:-
General Manager, Ka'anapali Beach Hotel 

, 

SUBJECT: HEARING OF APRIL 2, 2013; TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF 
GM 711, EUGENE BAL In FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII 
BOARD OF REGENTS 

Thank you for the opporturuty to testify in support of Mr. Eugene BalllI for the 
University of Hawai'i Board of Regents. As General Manager of the Ka'anapali Beach 
Hotel for the past 26 years, and currently the Maui County Council Member serving 
Makawao, Ha'ikii and Pa'ia, I am honored to support Mr. Bal's nomination. 

The University of Hawai'i faces many challenges as it works to ad~pt to the changing 
educational needs of 21 sr century learners. Rising tuition costs~ class sizes and system­
wide accountabil ity all come to mind as top priorities that the University leadership 
must address . . As an alumnus of the University of Hawai'i at Manoa, I feel Mr. Sal can 
help steer Hawai'i's only public university system in a direction that will help to 
cultivate a new generation of leaders. , 

I have worked with Mr.-Salon the Maui Economic Development Board and as the 
Executive Director of the Maui High Performance Computing Center. I feel he is well 
positioned to bring a unique, cutting edge perspective. He is focused and has a strong 
track recording· of fighting for working class residents. 

I am certain that Mr. Bal is well prepared for this challenge and I strongly support his 
nomination. Please feel free to contact me at 281-4905 or via email at 
mwhite®hawaii.rr.com should you have any questions or need additional information. 

2525 Kt.m~pali Parkway· uluina. Maui. Haw~ii 96761-1987 (808) 661-0011 (800) 262-8450 Facsimile (808) 661-5318 

• 

\ 



March 30, 2013 

The Honorable Brian T. Taniguchi 
Senate Committee on Higher Education 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street, Room 219 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

RE: GM711 
In Strong Support of Eugene Bal, Confirmation Hearing for University of Hawaii Regent 

Dear Chair Taniguchi , Vice Chai r Kahele. and Members, 

It is an honor to write a letter on behalf of Gene Bal 's appointment to the University of Hawaii 

Board of Regents. We often refer to Gene as one of our di stinguished Kama 'aina Come Home 

alumni . A Baldwin High graduate who went on to graduate from the U.S. Naval Academy and 

after retiring from a successful Navy career, he chose to come home to share his talents and 

leadership in OUf state ' s emerging technology industry. The Maui High Perfonnance Computing 

Center (MHPCC) is an anchoring asset of the Maui Research & Technology Park and the state's 

desired technology growth. As MHPCC's Executive Director, Gene's leadership has been 

pivotal in catalyzing growth in the innovation sector, as well as attracti ng Hawaii's students into 

STEM related fields. He has played an important role in facilitating and bridging industry with 

higher education and the mil itary's investments in our state. 

I have known and worked wi th Gene for the last fifteen years. He wears many hats in our 

community, I have watched first-hand as he stepped into needed leadership roles and also when 

he generously stepped back and quietl y supported others' leadership success. He is a team 
player, who a lways brings thoughtful, well-researched, and equitable dialogue to any 

discussions, contributing significantly to buildjng consensus and solutions. My intersection with 

Gene has been primarily in the Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) education 

arena, stemming the entire education to workforce pipeline from K through careers. In his 

professional position, he has li fted barriers and opened doors for literally thousands of Maui 

County ' s youth to tour and job shadow MHPCC faci lities and professionals. He has encouraged 

mentoring, funded internships, and fostered outreach to underrepresented STEM students 

including girls, Native Hawaiians, and members of our immigrant communities. 

As mentioned, his leadership extends into the nonprofit community. Maui Economic 

Development Board was grateful for his teons as Chair of our Board of Directors, where he 

continues to serve as a vital member of our Board. He also serves on our KeAlahele Education 

Fund Committee, which is dedicated to raising private funding support for STEM education in 



Page 2 

Maui County. The committee has annuaUy, on average, raised more than a quarter of a million 

dollars to distribute community grants ranging from robotics to hydroponics. 

Gene is an unwavering champion for education; he has demonstrated his commitment to building 

capacity in Hawaii 's education systems throughout the IS-years J have had the pleasure of 

knowing and working with him. He is an excellent choice for Regent; he will make a valuable 

contribution to continuing to move V.H. forward and towards implementing Hawaii ' s Innovation 

Initiative. 

Please feel free to contact me jf you have any further questions. Thank you for this opportunity 

to provide testimony. 

Sincerely, 

' / . rt)/' .: U:r'""w.,v 
Leslie Wilkins, Vice Pres ident 
Maui Economic Development Board, Inc. 
Director, Women in Technology Project 
Cell: 808-280-0376 

.L 


