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March 27, 2013 

Senator Malama So lomon 

Chair, Senate Committee on Water and Land 

State of Hawaii 

Re: Dennis M. Esaki 

Land Use Commission Nominee 

G.M . 709 

Dear Senator Solomon, 

Thank you for allowing me to present this statement with regards to being a member of the State of 

Hawaii Land Use Commission. I am honored to have been nominated by Governor Neil Abercrombie to 

this very important posit ion. With my history, educat ion. experience and fee ling of respect for the land, t 

hope to show that I am qua lified to be in this role. 

I was born and raised in Hawaii having worked on the fami ly farm since elementary school in Anahola, 

Kauai. As I grew up, I recall my father being involved in the Farm Bureau and in Soil and Water 

Conservat ion. We learned to ta ke care of the land and the land will take care of yO!!. 

I have a degree in Geology from t he University o f Hawaii and have done post graduate studies in Urban 

and Regional Planning. I have worked throughout the state in land Surveying on Kauai, Oahu, M aui, 

Molokai and the island of Hawai i. My job also t ook me to the Paclfic islands, incillding Guam, Pa lau and 

remote atolls of the Marshall Islands wh ich has opened my eyes to cultures and land management . I 

have seen ent ire moun tains being bU rrl t on purpose and have walked on pristine reefs that have not 

seen humans before, wondering what wi ll become of it in the fu ture. 

I have worked on the island of Ebeye where the res idents of Kwajalein. were relocated to, in cracker box 

houses and polluting the waters. My boat was swamped while working at Ki li, where the residents from 

Bikini Atoll were reloell led to. Th eir access by boat was via 1I channel blasted by dynami te to get to 

shore through the reefs. All t he time, J wondered about the future of these lands. 

Being a Licensed Land Surveyor means having knowledge about the old Hawaiian Land Tenure System. 

have studied it an d even taught it br iefly at the community college . 

The reason for wanting to serve on the Land Use Commission is to express my aloha and respect to t he 

land in the best interest of t he people of Hawaii. The roles and responsibilities as speUed out in the rules 

are to decide on Rural, Urban, Agricultu re and Conservation Districts and their use. I have been trained 



in Board Roles and Responsibi l ities by the Nationa l Rural Electric Cooperative Associat ion where I serve 

as a national direclor from Hawaii. I am also a former chair of the Kaua i Island Uti lity Cooperative, after 

pvrchasing the Kauai Electric Company on behalf of the people of Kallai. The goal is to decide in the best 

interest of all people, not one individual or group. 

As the KIUC board chai r, I brought together different factions for the common goal. I believe that I can 

work together to balance growth and respect for the land if we keep the goal in m ind. I have also been 

on the board of the State Housing f inance and Development Corporation, which developed planned 

communities such as Kapolei and Kealakehe. 

My mission will be accompl ished jf I can contribute to making the right decisions with regards to land 

use in Hawaii for the right reasons, resulting in preserving the land for future generations. My affinity 

and respect for the land, my history of public service as evidenced by serving on the boards of 

community organizations, Kokee Advisory Council, East Kauai be ing t he voluntary governor's 

representa tive and governor' s advisory council member, a private school, etc. and my knowledge of 

Hawaiian land history as working with land on a dailv basis would benefit the land Use Commiss ion. 

will draw on my life e)("Pf?rif?ncf?s as relayed earlier , education in Geology and Urban Planning and 

present work in land Surveying/Planning to make the right decisions on the Land Use Commission. Of 

course, the benefit will be for ou r ~children" and the land itself. 

In addition to my aforementioned history, and a culmination of my public service work, an even t that 

stands out was the declaration by Governor Neil Abercrombie and Mayor Bernard Carvalho as Dennis 

Esaki Day. Although it is hard to say that there is one thing that makes me stand out, I have been the 

Governor's represen tative on the Island of Kaua'i for one and a half ye<lrs, assisting in Constituent 

Services and interfaCing with various departments to assist our fellow residents and companies with 

issues. Since there were no funds to run the office, I did this at no cost to the state. This shows my 

dedication to public service and "giving back" to the community, al though that phrase has become a 

cl iche. 

Being that my career as a land surveyor involves involvement with various landowners, there cou ld be a 

time where a client or a potential cl ienr files a pet ition before the land Use Commission . To prevent any 

appearance of a conflict, I would do the right thing ilnd rccuse myself from any discussion ilnd decision 

on the topic. Also I wou ld not work on any job that would otherwise indicate any conflict with my 

serving on Ihe commission. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this and I am available to answer any questions you may have. 

Mahala, 

Dennis M. Esak i 



SUITESt)...Gl1 BRIAN SCHATZ 
flAWAlI DIRKSEN BUILDING 

llnitcd ~totcs ,scmm 
April 5, 2013 

Chair Malama Solomon, 
Vice Chair Maile Shimabukuro, and 
Members of the Senate Committee on Water and Land 
Twenty-Seventh State Legislature 
Hawaii State Capitol 
Honolulu, I-II 96813 

Dear Members of the Senate Committee on Water and Land: 

WASHINGTON. DC 2{61B-llD!; 

1:1'(2) 22"-3S34 

I am writing in ardent support of Mr. Dennis M. Esaki ' s nomination to the Land Use 
Commission. Mr. Esaki ' s background in land surveying, coupled with his leadership abilities 
and close connection to Hawaii's land issues, makes him a strong candidate, and if confirmed, 
Mr. Esaki will be a vital asset to the Commission. 

Mr. Esaki has a long, successful history with issues related to land use. He began surveying land 
in 1974, and founded Esaki Surveying and Mapping in 1979. He is a licensed professional land 
surveyor and a licensed land court surveyor. He also has experience as a commercial plane and 
helicopter pilot. If appointed, his professional experience provides a strong foundation for 
success on the Land Use Commission. 

Mr. Esaki ' s experience goes well beyond land use, and he is a proven leader in his professional 
life . Mr. Esaki has shown his prudence in his position as the Hawaii State Director of the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, a national service organization for more than 
nine hundred not-far-profit rural electric cooperatives and public power districts. He was also 
the Founding Director of the Kauai Island Utility Cooperative, and continues to hold the position 
of Chairman Emeritus. 

Mr. Esaki is a strong member of the community on Kauai and in the State. He was raised on a 
[ann in Anahola, Kauai , and worked there upon graduating from the University of Hawaii with a 
Bachelor of Science in Geology. He continues 10 be an active member of the community. He 
sits on the Board of Directors for the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii , serves as a trustee for 
the Crown Prince Akihito Scholarship Foundation, and is a member of the East Kauai 
Development Plan Citizens Advisory Committee. 

Mr. Esaki ' s experience with land use issues, his leadership, and his role in the corrunullity are 
strong evidence of the contributions he would makc on the Land Use Commission. I have no 
doubt that he will be a strong asset to the Land Use Commission, and I highly recommend him. 

l2- f~~ 
Brian Schatz 
United States Senator 
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n1e Honorable Malama Solomon 
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Dear Chairwoman Solomon and Members of the Senate Committee on Water and Land, 

I am honored to address your Committee and submit this letter in strong support of Dennis M. 
Esaki for confirmation to the Land Use Commission (LUC). I have had the pleasure to work 
with Mr. Esaki over the past year and believe he would bring a unique perspective to the LUC. 

As a lifelong resident of Hawaii, primarily on the island ofKauai, he has a depth of perspective 
on our Neighbor Island land use issues. Additionally. hi s engineering background will provide a 
professional point of reference during LUC deliberations. We have discussed many subjects for 
which we have similar values and encourage each other to fight for what is right. 

Based on Mr. Esaki's background, knowledge, love of the land, community service and integrity, 
I believe that Dennis will faithfully serve the people of Hawaii on the land Use Commission. 

Sincerely, 

1~ba~nL 
TULSI GABBARD 
Member of Congress 
2nd District, Hawaii 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

STATE OF HAWAII 
STATE CAPITOL 

415 SOUTH BERETANIA STREET 
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813 

COMMTITEE ON WATER AND LAND 
Senator Malama Solomon. Chair 

Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 
April 15, 2013 

Testimony in SUPPORT ofGubematorial Nominees: 

Duals Esaki-GM 709 

LaDd UK CommipioD 

Chair Solomon, Vicc-Chair Shimabukuro and members of the Committee on Water, Land,. and Housing: 

It is with great pride that I submit my support for confinnation of Dennis £saki to serve as a member of 
the State of Hawaii Land Use Commission. 

As a fonner board member of the Kauai Island Utility Cooperative, I had the privilege of working with 
Mr. Esaki where he served as Chair for six years. He currently still serves as the Hawaii Director on the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association Board providing leadC'l'Ship on alternative fuels and 
power sources and has also served on the Univer.;ity ofHawaij Foundation Board of Trustees and the 
Kokee State Park Advisory Council. 

For over thirty years Mr. fsaki has provided the island ofKauai his sen'ices through his business Esaki 
Mapping and Surveying. His extensive experience and knowledge in this field will certainly benefit the 
State of Hawaii as a Land Use Commissioner. 

I ask for your favorable consideration for confirmation of Dennis Esaki to serve on the Land Use 

Commission. DI 
Representative Derek S.K. Kawakami, 14'" Dil>1rict 

East and North Kauai 



NEll ABERCROMBIE 
Governur 

SHAN TSUTSUI 
Lieutenant Governor 

RICHARD LIM 
Intcrim Director 

LAND USE COMMISSION 
Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism 

Siale of Hawai'i 

March 8, 2013 

Statement of 
Daniel Orodcnkcr, 

Executive Officer, State Land Use Commission 
Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism 

before the 

DANIEL ORODENKER 
Executive Offi o.;er 

BERT K. SARUWATARI 
PlilIlncr 

Scon A.K. DERRICKSON 
Planner 

RILEY K. HAKOOA 
Chief Clerk 

FRED A. TALON 
Drafting Technician 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WATER, LAND, AND HOUSING 

Friday, April 16, 2013 
1:15PM 

State Capitol , Conference Room 225 
in consideration of 

GM 
CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION TO THE LAND USE COMMISSION 

OF DENNIS E. ESAKI 

To the Honorable Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair, and the Honorable Malama 
Soloman, Vice Chair, and Members of the Senate Committee on Water, Land, and 
Housing. 

My name is Daniel Orodenkcr, and I am the Executive Officer of the Land Usc 
Commission ("LUC"). I am here to rcspectfulIy request that this Committee favorably 
consider the nomination of Mr. Dennis Esaki to serve as Kauai County Commissioner 
for a four-year term ending on June 30, 2017. 

Mr. Esaki's resume illustrates his "aloha" for and valuable contributions to the 
Kauai community. His extensive background in land surveying and mapping are vital 
tools used in Land Use Commission boundary interpretation work and it is clear that 
Mr. Esaki could have an immediate positive impact on the Land Use Commission as a 
technical resource to contribute and share his knowledge during our decision-making 
processes. 

For these reasons, we respectfully ask for your favorable consideration of Mr. 
Easki 's nomination to serve as Commissioner on the Land Use Commission. 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify before this Committee. 

2H SoVTIIIlF.RETANIA Sl1<F.FT • SUITE406 • HUI<UlUlU. HAWMI 96813. nl. (808) SR7 •. 1822. Fax (808) 5S7-3sn. EMAIL; luc@dbedt.hawaii.gov 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 2359, Honolulu . Hawaii 96804 
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Bernard P. Carvalho, Jr. 
MayO! 

OFFICE O F THE MAYOR 
County of Kaua' i, Stale of Hawai'j 

4444 Rice Streel, Suile 135, Lmu'c, 11 3WI\I'1 96766 
TEL (808) 241-4900 FAX (8(18) 24] ·6877 

April 4, 2013 

The Honorable Malama Solomon, Chair 
and Mcmbt!rs orlhe Senale Committee on Water & Land 
Slale Capito l 
415 South Beretanin Street 
Honolul u, Hl968 13 

Dear Senator Solomon and Members: 

Gary K. Reu 
Managing Diredor 

RE: GM 709 Relating to Numinatiun of Dennis Esaki, State Laud Usc Commission 

I am sUbmitt ing testimony in support of the gubernatoria l nomination of Dennis Esaki to the 
State Land Usc Commission. 

Mr. Esaki was bom and raised on a farm in Anahola, Kaua'i . He is knowledgeable and 
experienced in land use and zoning laws and since 1974 he has worked in land surve)'ing. He is 
Ihe owner of Esaki Surveying alld is well respected by his peers. 

Mr. Esak; is Ull outstanding choice as Kaua'j ' s representative on the Stale Land Use Commission. 
He has served on various leadership positions on boards and llon 8 profil organizations in the past 
such ns being the Chair and founding director ofKaua'i Isl and Utility Cooperative (KJUC), 
President and founding director ofKaua'i Developers Council and bonrd mcmher of the Kaua; 
Conlnlclor's Associal;onlo mention a rew. 

Mr. Esaki possesses the nbility to review and an<lIYl.e the meri ts of any land proposal that may 
eome before Ihe Commission for consideration. 

1 support the appointment of Dennis Esaki as Kaua'i 's representative to the State Land Use 
Commission and humbl y ask that you favorably consider his confirmation. 

Remard r. Carvalho, Jr. 
Mayor 

An Eql/al OppOl'/lIl/i~y Employer 



~Kaua' i Island 
Utility Cooperative 
,",'ur T. .. ,~h.'!l"ll' En,~ r:!\, c,~ 'I',·ral;,',· ~T_ 

Testimony Before the Senate Committee on 
Water and Land 

By: David J . Bissell 
President & CEO 

Kauai Island Utility Cooperative 
4463 Pahee Street, Suite 1, lihue, Hawaii , 96766~2000 

Tuesday, April 16, 2013, 1:15pm 
Conference Room # 225 

Governor's Message 709 - Gubernatorial Nominee, DENNIS ESAKI, to Land Use 
Commission 

To the Honorable Malama Solomon, Chair; Maile S. L. Shimabukuro, Vice-Chair and members 
of the Committee: 

On behalf of Kauai Island Utility Cooperative ("KIUC"), I am pleased to submit testimony 

supporting the confirmation of Dennis M. Esaki to the Land Use Commission. 

A native of Anahola , Kauai , Mr. Esaki is a tireless leader in the Kauai community who was 
instrumental in the establishment of the State's first member-owned utility cooperative in 2002. 

As a founding Board member of KIUC and past Chairman of the cooperative's Board of 
Directors, Mr. Esaki was a thoughtful advocate for the interests of the utility's owners, who are 

the people of Kauai. 

Mr. Esaki is a member of the National Board of the National Rura l Electric Cooperative 
Association and is an energetic spokesperson for Kauai and the entire State of Hawaii in his 
interactions with State and National representatives and political leaders. 

In my opinion, Mr. Esaki 's professional experience in surveying and his commitment to 
community engagement in the public roles in which he has served make him an ideal candidate 
for the Land Use Commission. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony. 
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IIpril 2, 20 il 

The Honorablf' M.l l.lma Solomon, Chai r 

Senate Cornmittc,c on Wdter & land 
Stat" C .pito l. iloom 210 
Honolulu , Hd'N(l i i 96813 

Ded r ~elhllor So lomon: 

I am \vr iting to express my ')trollg suppon fo r Dennis rv1. Esaki' s nomin ation 

Comrnbsion. 

As rvl anaging Oireclor lor rrade'Nincl Ctlpi tal Group, IIlL , I hrwe kll{)l.vn Denf 

th.::> COI!r"S(, o f ou r business Jcti'/i!,! on the ISl tlnd of Kallai . 

The State of Hawau j::, L' xtrernely foru.mate to hdV~~ d res pcctNl commun ity 

bl.:.' w i ll ing to ded icate h is IJI~~nts , practica l til inking and resou rcefuilless tu putJlic se­

w (~arth, " can do" guy, Ilot .;l tJlkf:'( , He j<", steeped III the hisloric ~lgr;cu l luri1 1 bdckbc 

technical sUr'vPyint1 ,mel eng ineering sk il ls I,vi ll <O N'!!.:.' the Land US(~ Cornrni ssion '.>v el l. 

Denn is htl '> dl;;o o.;erved many non -pmf it org,lrlrlJt ions. demonstrat: ing his (C 

community . I st rongly urw~ hi~ confirm ation as r11f'mbcr o f the LUC. 

Pledse (.:-e l lrcc to con tact m e d irec tly c;hould you havE' il ny quest IO ns. fvl ah 

Smcerely. 

~d:-. ~<::--c-_ .-
. Brm pM. N,lkdOktl 

Managing Directo r 
2 



Bruce Nakaoka 
Managing Director 
Tradewind Capital Group, Inc 
1132 Bishop Street. Suite 2450 
Honolulu. HI 96813 
Phone: (808) 564-8192 
Fax: (808) 275-8192 
email: bnakaoka@tradewindcap.com 

"til !I:'I. " 

3 



Hu.ehu.e Ventures, LLC. 
73-1515 Apela Place Kailua-Kona, HawaII 96740 (808) 3254005 (808) 3252511 facsimile 

cacarlsonl@me.com 

April 12, 2013 

Senate Committee on Water and Land 
Senator Malama Solomon, Chair 
Senator Maile $. L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 

Subject: Govennor's Message 775 
Nomination of Milton D. Pavao, P,E to selVe as a Commissioner 
on the Commission on Water Resource Management 

Dear Senator Solomon and Members of the Committee: 

This letter is written in support of the application of Milton D. Pavao, I have known 
Milton for over 30 years In his professional career In the County of Hawaii 
Department of Water Supply and have worked with him during his tenu re as 
Manager of the Department During that time, I found that Milton was a decision 
maker willing to make tough decisions while at the same time being fair. Our 
meetings always Included his Deputy and senior staff. In that way, he exhibited the 
leadership qualities that one would expect out of the Department's Manager. It was 
always clear to me that Milton had the respect of his team and that they worked well 
together. 

From an independent businessman's perspective, I was impressed with the manner 
that he embraced the County's participation the Waimea Water Roundtable and 
then subsequently co-founded the Kona Water Roundtable, which I served as 
facilitator for. Both Roundtables were established to provide an ad hoc forum for 
discussions and presentations of scientific findings primarily relating to ground 
water. These forums were intended to allow open discussions on issues between 
neighbors, land owners, government offiCials and community members In a manner 
that all could learn from. The success of the Kona Water Roundtable can be 
recognized by the regular attendance of representatives of State, County and 
Federal jurisdictions as well as by scientists, developers, landowners and 
communIty members. CWRM was always well represented at the Kana Water 
Roundtable. 



Milton Pavao letter of recommendation 
April 12, 2013 
Page 2 

Milton's professional career and the respect he earned during that time Is a matter 
of record. His foresight and leadership at the Hawaii Department of Water Supply 
as well Is in the Hawaii State Waterworks Association show that Milton has the 
desired qualifications, demeanor and capabilities to serve as a Commissioner of 
CWRM. 

It is with a great deal of respect for the responsibilities of the Commission, that I 
would strongly urge the Senate Committee on Water and Land to favorably consider 
and to confirm Milton D. Pavao to serve as a Commissioner on the Commission on 
Water Resource Management. Thank you for the opportunity to present this 
testimony. 

o;1(J~ 
Carl A. Carlson, Ir. 



CLS HAWAII 

lll'ld SurveyIfIg .-
PO Box 777 

Kalaheo, Kaual, HawaII 96741 
OftIce (808) 835-3700 - eFax (866) 592-2475 

www.clshawall.com 
surveyor1@clshawall.com 

April 14. 2013 

Senator Malama Solomon, Chairperson 
Committee On Water & Land 
Hawaii State Capital 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Dear Senator Solomon and Committee Members: 

I am honored to submit th is on-line testimony in support of Mr. Dennis Esaki. 
He has been nominated by Governor Neil Abercrombie to serve on the Land Use 
Commission and is now in the confirmation process. Dennis is a close personal 
friend and business associate whom I have known for over 45-years. He is a man of 
compassion, high integrity and a person of moral character. 

Mr. Esaki is locally-educated, earning a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Geology from the University of Hawaii. He is a Licensed Professional Land 
Surveyor, Licensed Land Court Surveyor, Commercial Airplane Pilot, and former 
Civil Air Patrol Mission Pilot. 

Mr. Esaki's outstanding service in various leadership roles has allowed him to 
form strong relationsh ips with key decision-makers and residents. He is well­
respected not only for his leadership, but also for serving as a volunteer in the many 
organizations that serve our community. 

Because of his dedication to service and selfless concern for the community 
in which we reside, J strongly support Mr. Dennis Esaki's nomination to the Land Use 
Commission. 

Respectfully Submitted. 

11511 04 .14.13 

ROGER M. CAIRES 
President. R & S Inc. 
db. CLS Land Surveying and Mapping 



JIMMY TOYAMA 
98-427 PUAALII STREET 

AIEA, HI 96701 

Email : t oyamaj001 @hawaiLrr.com 

April 16, 2013 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 

Testimony: GM 709 

Madame Chair and Committee Members: 

Aloha. I am submitting testimony in support of the confinnation of Dennis Esaki, Gubernatorial 
Nominee to the Land Use Commission. 

I have known Mr. Esaki for a few years. We have been involved in and have worked together on 
a few community projects. On the projects we worked on, he brought a level of commitment and 
dedication to getting the job done that' s note worthy and impressive. His sincerity and caring arc 
exemplified in the many years of community service he has perfonned. I have no doubt that he 
will bring that same sincerity, commitment and dedication to serving on the Land Use 
Conunission, should he be confi rmed to serve for a term to expire June 30, 2017. 

Mr. Esaki ' s long career in business, years of service on government commissions and service on 
various boards of directors-like the Japancse Cullural Center of Hawaii , National Rural Electric 
Association, and the Uni versity Of Hawaii Foundation has prepared him to serve competently on 
the Land Usc Commission. Having lived and worked on a farm and being invo lved in land 
surveying since 1974, he understands the value of land and the importance of making good use 
of it. Mr. Esaki is we ll qualified to serve on the Land Use Commission. I urge you to confirm 
Dennis Esaki to the Land Use Commission. 

With Aloha, 

Jimmy Toyama 



Piikea Tomczyk 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.golJ 
Sunday, Apri l 14, 2013 3:17 PM 
WTL Testimony 
amby@hawaiio rr.com 

Subject: Submitted testimony for GM709 on Apr 16, 2013 13:15PM 

GM709 
Submitted on: 4/14/2013 
Testimony forWTL on Apr 16, 201 3 13:15PM in Conference Room 225 

5 b 'tt d T t 'fi Present u ml eO' to es I ler t B rganlza Ion P Of a 
Y OSI Ion Hearing 

Allan A r:==::r -:::i 
Smith Individual ~~ 

Comments: Dear Senators, I have known Mr. Dennis M. Esaki for almost forty years. He started his 
surveying and engineering company in the 1970's and I and the Companies I represented have been 
clients and friends of his aU these years. The Esaki family have been on Kauai for generations and 
their members have established themselves as industrious contributors to the well-being of our 
community. Dennis was farm-raised in Anahola and his hard-work ethic was developed there on the 
"ground".Dennis has proven that he is smart and multi-talented and has earned the respect of the 
community. He can fly airplanes,start and run sustainable and successfgul businesses, do a lot of 
volunteer work, raise accomplished and educated children , and is a "good guy" in every sense of the 
word. In his proffessional career he has gained "hands-on" working knowledge of Hawaii's natural 
wonders and resources. His involvement in many successful land and ocean based projects puts him 
head and shoulders obove others. All thes attributes along with Dennis' great passion for this Island 
and its people make for Mr. Esaki to be an excellent Land Use Commisioner. Aloha, Allan A 
Smith ,Board Chairman, Kauai Island Utilities Cooperative. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified , or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing . 

00 not reply to this email. This in box is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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Piikea Tomczyk 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

mailing lisl@capitoLhawaii.gov 
Friday, April 12, 2013 3:20 PM 
WfL Testimony 
jtakahashi95@yahoo.com 

Subject: Submitted testimony for GM709 on Apr 16, 2013 13:15PM 

GM709 
Submitted on : 4/12/2013 
Testimony for wrL on Apr 16, 2013 13:15PM in Conference Room 225 

5 b 'tt d T t'fi Present u rnl eO ' t" es I ler t B rgamza Ion P "f a 
Y OSI Ion Hearing 

Janice ~G Individual Support No 
~T~a~k~ah~a~s~h~i L-______ ~ 

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony supporting the nomination of Dennis 
Esaki to the Land Use Commission. I have known Dennis for over 20 years and he has shown me to 
be a person who truly cares about Hawaii. He possesses outstanding leadership qualities and is 
really smart (although he's also very modest). Dennis will bring strength to the Commission , and in 
this regard, help to advance the State's goals and objectives with respect to land use, 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

8 



Piikea Tomczyk 

From: 
Sent: 

Roth Puahala on behalf of Sen. Malama Solomon 
Thursday, April 11 , 2013 10:48 AM 

To: WTL Testimony 
Cc: Piikea Tomczyk; Ethann Oki 
Subject: FW: Dennis Esaki - nominee to LUC 

ROlh K. I'uahal,l. Office Mallager 
Oflicc urScnUl(lr Maluilla Solomon. Ph .D. 
·hh Sl'rllllori al l)iSlri(.· \ 
I-l ilo. Hamnkun , W'lime<l . Kohll ia. Waikoloil. Kona 
Stille Capitol. RO(l1ll 2 1 () 
415 S. IkrClOnia S1re.;'1 
H()IIl)111ill. Ilawai'i 96813 
SU8586.7J35 
Q74-4(J()() r \1. 6733:i l\)II· FrN I lawai' i Island 
808.586.7339 F:.:< 
cnl;)!1: r.puahala@capitoJ.hawaiLgoY 
www.capilol .haw:lii.!!oY 

From: Teomo P Tacbian [mailto:ttacbian@yahoo.com} 
Sent: Thursday, Apri111, 2013 10:39 AM 
To: Sen. Malama Solomon; Sen. Maile Shimabukuro; Sen. Donovan Dela Cruz; Sen. les I hara, Jr.; Sen. Russell 
Ruderman; Sen. Laura Thielen; Sen. Sam Siom 
Cc: Sen. Ronald D. Kouchi 
Subject: Dennis Esaki - nominee. to LUC 

Chairman Malama Solomon and Members of the Senate Water and Land Committee 

I am writing to you on behalf of Dennis Esaki, nominee to the State Land Use Commi ssion. I've 
known Denni s for many years and know of hi s community and public service activities. As a 
form er member and Chairman of the Land Use Commi ssion, I am aware of what a good 
member of the commission should possess. Dennis Esaki has what it tikes to be a good 
commissioner. He has the knowledge and training in Land Use issues and also has the interest 
of the community at heart. We served together on the Board of Directors at Kauai Is land Utility 
Cooperative. He chaired the Board for a number of years and when he left the Board I 
succeeded him as the Chainnan. During his tenure we started the move to renewable energy 
which is going on in a big way today. 

I humbly request that Denni s be g iven your approval 10 serve on the Land Use Commission as 
the represenlal ive from Kauai. He will work for the benefit of the people of Kauai and the State 
of Hawaii . 

Teofilo Phil Tacbian 
5673 Ohelo Road 
Kapaa HJ 96746 
808-65\-3683 
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Piikea Tomczyk 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

April 10,201 3 

Bernie Sakoda [sakoda@hawaiil ink.net] 
Wednesday, April 10, 2013 3:15 PM 
WTl Testimony 
Testimony for Dennis M. Esaki, ref GM907 

Senator Malama Solomon 

Chairwoman, Water and Land Committee 

I lawaii State Capital 

Honolul u, Hawaii 96813 

Senator Mai le S. L. Shimabukuro 

Vice-Chair 

Hawai i State Capital 

Honolulu, Hawaii 968 13 

Dear Senators: 

RE: DENNIS ESAKI, nominee to Land Use Commission 

It is with great pleasure that I write in support of Mr. Dennis M. Esaki 's nomination to serve on 
the Land Use Commission. Denn is is a personal friend and business associate. 

In add ition to his professional career, Mr. Esaki is very much involved in hi s Church, community 
and school activities. He has undertaken many leadership roles in all these areas. He is well 
respected in our community. 

His professional background in Land SurveyinglEnginecring will be beneficial to this particular 
Commission. I trust in his wealth of knowledge of the Aina that he will contribute to making 
sound deci sions and recommendations for the overall benefit of our State. 

I believe that his appointment will make us the beneficiaries of his contribution as a member of 
the LUC. 

Sincerely, 

Bemadelle H. Sakoda 

II 



Executive V.P. 

Kaua'j Island Finance Inc. 

Bernadette H. Sakoda 

Executive V.P. 

Kauai Island Finance Inc 

2973 Urni SI 

Lih(le, Hi 96766 

245-6968 

635-2714 

245-6969 fax 
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Piikea Tomczyk 

From : 
Sent: 
To: 

Paul Kyno [paul@sleepinggiant.comJ 
Wednesday , Apri l 10, 201312:23 PM 
WTL Testimony 

Cc: All Senators; Roth Puaha la 
Subject: Testimony for Dennis Esaki nominated to LUG 

To: Senate Committee of Wate r and land 
From: Paul Kyno, State Board Member HHFDC 

Aloha Senators, 
My name is Pau l Kyno, and I am cu rrent ly a State Board member for Hawaii Housing Finance and Development Corp. 
(HHFOC) , 

I am writing this letter in support of Mr Dennis Esaki, who is nominated for a board seat on the Hawa ii State land Use 
Commission. (LU e). I have known Denn is for close to 30 yea rs on Kauai and he is one of the most talent individuals I 
know. He takes an active role in the community and always seems to be doing something to benefit our island and the 
State as a whole. 

Denn is is a civi l engineer and has owned his own company for as long as I can remember. He knows just about every inch 
of land on Ka uai, as well as almost every person on the island and I could not even attempt to think about anyone being 
more qualified for the posit ion than him. 

He has been on many other boards throughout the years including other State boards. 

The State should consider it se lf very lucky to have a man like Dennis Esaki to serve in this capacity. 
If you have any questions please feel free to call me on my ceIi SOS-651-32S7 or email at your earliest convenience 
pa u l@sleepinggian1.com 

Thank you 

Paul Kyno, Realtor (5) 
ECOBROKER CERTIFIED 

Sotheby's International Realty, Inc. 
4480 Ahukinl Road, Li hue, HI 96766 
Phone: (808) 6S1·3287 
paul@~leepjnlllant.com 

p~ul . kyno@~ot"cby~re~lty . C9!TJ 

Toll free; (800) 247·8831 
Fax: (808) 24&-9478 
http://www.~Il.epinMiant.com/ 

hltp:/Iwww.kealananl.com 

Ranked as Kauai's # J Top Producing Real Estate Agent 012010 
CO NFIO€NTIAUTY NOTICE, This email and ih attachments art for p.e~on;JI and confidl'ntial u~e of the named recipient(s) only. If you are not an Intended recipient, 01 iln lIgent 
responsible for delivering it to an intended r«ipient, you have re<::eived this email in error. In that _nt, plt.i15e Ii) Immedia tely notify me by reply email. lii) do not review, copy, 
~alle, f<uwud, or print this em~1 Of a,.., of 115 attachments, and liii) immediatelv delete and/or destroy lhi< email;mel Its attiKhments i nc! all copies thereof. 

J:, Please consider the environment before pr inting this e-mail 
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Piikea Tomczyk 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Roth Puahala on behalf of Sen. Malama Solomon 
Monday, April 15, 2013 12:16 PM 
WTl Testimony 
Piikea Tomczyk; Ethann Oki 
FW: GM 709 -Dennis Esaki 

Hoth K. PUfl haJa, Olliec M ,IIl<l!,!er 
Onie\.' of Scmllor Malama Solomon. l)h.l). 
41 h S('natorillt District 
Hilo. J-lalllakua. W .. irncfI. Kalmia. Wa ikoloa, Kon,l 
Stale Cupilol. Room ~ I {) 
41 5 S. []crdflnill Street 
Honolulu. r hnvai'i 96& 13 
801>.586 .7335 
974-4000 L\t. 67335 Toll-Free Ilawai' j Island 
808.586.7339 Lt." 
cnmil: r.puahala@capitol.hawaii.gov 
www.capitol.hawaii.gov 

From: Allan A. Smith [mailto:amby@hawaH.rr.coml 
Sent: Sunday, April 14, 2013 3:28 PM 
To: Sen. Malama Solomon; Sen. Maile Shimabukuro; Sen. Donovan Dela Cruz; Sen, Les Ihara, Jr.; Sen. Russell 
Ruderman; sen. Laura Thielen; Sen. Sam Siom 
Cc: dmesaki@aol.com 
Subject: GM 709 -Dennis Esaki 

Dear Senators, 

I have known Mr. Dennis Esaki for almost forty years. He started his surveying and engineering company in the 1970's 
and' and the companies I represented have been clients and friends of his all these years. 

The Esaki family have been on Kauai for generations and their members have established themselves as accomplished 
contributors to the well-being of our community. Dennis was farm-raised in Anahola. His 

hard-work ethic was developed there. Dennis has proven that he is smart and multi-talented and has earned the respect 
of the community. He can fly airplanes, run sustainable and successful businesses, do a 

lot of volunteer work, raise accomplished and educated children, and is a "good guy" in every sense of the word . 

In his professional career he has gained "hands-on" working knowledge of Hawaii's natural wonders and resources. His 
involvement in many successful land and ocean based projects puts him head and 

shoulders above others. All these attributes along with Denn is' great passion for these Islands and its people make Mr. 
Esaki an excellent Land Use Commisioner. 

Aloha, 

Allan A Smith 

Board Chairman - Kauai Island Utilities Cooperative 



Piikea Tomczyk 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

GM709 
Submitted on: 41412013 

mai linglist@capitol .hawaii .gov 
Thursday, April 04 , 20134:39 PM 
WTL Testimony 
Shigemototh@gmail.com 
Submitted testimony for GM709 on Apr 16, 2013 13:15PM 

Testimony forWTL on Apr 16, 201313:15PM in Conference Room 225 

S b 'tt d T t'li Present u ml eO' to es I Jsr t B rgamza Ion p of a 
y OSI Ion Hearing 

Tom II Individual II Support II No I 

Comments: Dear Senator Solomon and members of the Senate Water and Land Committee: I am 
writing in strong support of Mr. Dennis Esaki who has been nominated by Governor Abercrombie to 
the State Land Use Commission . I have known Mr. Esaki professionally for more nearly 40 years. 
The position of State Land Use Commissioner is an extremely important, very high-profiled , and 
prestigious appointment. The potential candidate, in my opinion, must be cognizant of the many 
factors and influences that impact our daily lives and the effects these decisions have on our 
environment, our visitors and our businesses. Needless to say, it isn't an easy assignment. The 
candidate must also possess an indeterminate amount of psycholog ical and physiological fortitude to 
be able to endure the complex and often controversial land use issues that challenges the 
Commission. He or she must understand the function of government and be able to balance the need 
for economic development with that of preserving our natural resources. This person must also be 
able to meet the rigors of time that the posit ion demands with the voluminous packets of materials 
incumbent with each application and the countless hours of hearings that each docket entails. Are 
there such qualified people? Mr. Esaki is definitely one that meets most if not all of the qualities 
outlined above. With regard to understanding land use and the policies that govern district boundary 
amendments and the interrelationship with County ordinances and regulations he is unmatched. His 
experience as a licensed professional surveyor provides an edge for him to evaluate physical 
conditions and nuances of the land involved in petitions and the collateral issues incumbent with such 
properties. Dennis grew up on a farm to contribute to their family business. He thus has a greater 
appreciation for preserving valuable farm land to support viable agricultural pursuits for our long term 
sustenance. He is also a businessman and understands the need to balance our environmental 
needs with our economic goals to enhance the lives of the younger generation. Dennis has served on 
numerous State and community boards and organizat ions. He recently termed out from the U.H. 
Foundation Board after two terms. He also served as a Kauai Island Utility Cooperative board leader 
as well as the first president of the Kauai Developer'S Council. Dennis is currently on the Japanese 
Cultural Center Board and is active with the Kauai Contractor's Association . Known for his generosity, 
Dennis has often provided his surveying services gratis for non-profit and needy organizations . As a 
personal friend and as a business client, I can attest to this man's honesty and integrity. I am 
privileged to know this honorable candidate and for being able to testify on his behalf. He will bring a 
wealth of business, community and planning expertise to the floor and I believe, will infuse some 
basic principles of fairness and prudence for the Commission. Thank you for your consideration for 
this extremely conscientious and dedicated person. He has proven his commitment to his community 
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he resides in and I believe he will be an invaluable asset to the Commission. Sincerely, Tom H. 
Shigemoto 

Please note that testimony submitted tess than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or 
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the 
convening of the public hearing. 

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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Piikea Tomczyk 

From: 
Sent: 

Roth Puahala on behalf of Sen. Malama Solomon 
Monday, April 01,20137:12 PM 

To: WTLTestimony 
Subject: FW: letter of Support for State Senate Confirmation of Dennis M. Esaki to the Land Use 

Commission (GM 709) 

Importance: High 

Roth K. Puahala, Office Manager 
Office of Senator Malama Solomon, Ph.D. 
4th Senatorial District 
Hilo, Hamakua, Waimea, Kohala, Waikoloa, Kana State Capitol, Room 219 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813 
898.586 . 7335 
974-4000 Ext. 67335 Toll-Free Hawai'i Island 
898.586.7339 Fax 
email: r.puahala@capitol.hawaii . gov 
www .capitol.hawaii.gov 

-----Original Message-----
From: dobashim@hawaii.rr.com [rnail to:dobashim@hawaii.rr . com] 
Sent : Friday, March 29. 2613 9:06 PM 
To: Sen. Malama Solomon; Sen. Maile Shimabukuro 
Subject: letter of Support for State Senate Confirmation of Dennis M. Esaki to the land Use 
Commission (GM 769) 
I mportance: High 

Aloha Senator Solomon, Chair. and Senator Shimabukuro. Vice Chair. 

As a long-time resident of Kaua'i. I strongly recommend Dennis M. Esaki for confirmation to 
serve on the land Use Commission . Dennis was born to parents who were fa rmers in Anahola. 
Kaua ' i and grew up working on the family's farm, He definitely has first-hand experience 
with the land and he continues his current occupation involving work with the land as a 
licensed Engineer and Surveyor for nearly 40 years. The Esaki family continues farming and 
operates Esaki Produce selling locally grown fresh fruits and vegetables to stores and 
restaurants. 

Dennis ha s voluntarily served and continues to serve on a variety of local organizations to 
improve quality of life on Kaua'i for its residents. He is often called upon to assist with 
local efforts to build support for initiatives and ideas to preserve the beauty of the Garden 
Island. His rapport with key community leaders on Kaua ' i is without fanfare but sincere and 
effective as it relates to the future of our limited and precious lands. His knowledge and 
experiences will very much enhance the critical role of the land Use Commission. 

Mahalo nui l oa. 

Very respectfully. 

/ 5/ Myron N. Oobashi 
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4th Generation Resident of Kaua ' i (Maternal side ) Vietnam War Veteran (USAF I July 1967 -
July 1968) Brig Gen, USAF (Ret) 
Commander, HI Air National Guard (May 1999 - August 2003) 

19 


