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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE 691, SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND 
CON FIRMA TlON TO THE NATURAL AREA RESERVES SYSTEM COMMISSION, 

GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, JOHN SINTON, FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 6-30-2017 

The Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) supports Governor' s Message 69 1 
to appoint John Sinton to the Natural Area Reserves System Commission for a term to expire 6· 
30-2017. 

The responsibilities of the Natural Area Reserves System Commiss ion include adv ising the 
Board of Land and Natura l Resources and the Governor on matters that have to do with 
protection and enhancement of native ecosystems and geological features in as unmodified a 
condition as possible; to rev iew, consider and make recommendations fo r strengthening the 
Natura l Area Reserves System, as well as to review and recommend management plans, policies, 
and permitted uses within the Natural Area Reserves System. 

Dr. Sinton, a res ident orO'ahu, is a Pro fessor in the Department of Geo logy and Geosciences at 
the University ofHawai'j Manoa; his particular expertise is in Hawaiian geo logy, Volcanology, 
Marine geology, Geochemistry of volcani c materials used in Polynes ian too l making, and 
Geochemical analysis. He has broad field experience in geo logical field mapping on many 
Pacific is lands in addition to Hawai ' i, and is familiar with many areas of geo log ical importance 
across the State, deve loped during more than 30 years on the faculty of the University and 
prov ides a very important perspective for the Commission. 

Per the requi rements under Section 195·6. Hawaii Revised Statutes, Dr. Sinton possesses 
scientific qualifications evidenced by an undergraduate degree in Geology, a Masters in 
Geo logy, and a Ph.D. in Geo logy, and is being reappointed to serve a second term . As such, the 
Department supports Governor's Message 69 1 on the reappointment of Dr. John Sinton to the 
Natural Area Reserves System Commission and looks fo rward to continue working with him in 
the future. 



- - - --- -----

United States Department of the Interior 

U.S . GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
lIawaiian Volcano Ot>scrvawfY 

POSI OHi('~ B () ~ 5 I 
Hawaii NmilllJal P:lft. Hawni ' j 967 1 !!-005 1 

March 13,2013 

To whom it may concern: 

_USGS 
sciefJco for II M811gittg world 

I write in SUppOlt of GM69 1 which includes Governor Abercrombie's nomination of Dr. John Sinlon for " 
second 4-ycar lerm nil the Natural Area Reserve Commi ssion . 

I' ve known John Sinton for abo\Jl 30 years and always found him 1,0 be exception"Jl y knowledgeable 
about Hawaiian geology, both fro m hi s ex peri ence on Hawaiian ground identifying the ro..::k units and 
interpreting their meaning and from his work in simi lar volcanic terrain in other parts o f the world in 
comparison - Galapagos Tslands, Iceland. Society Islands, and the East Pacific Rise. He was sought oul 
by USGS geologist Dr. David Sherrod as a collaborator and cO,lUthor for a recent pub lic:tli on of the 
"Geologic Map of Ihe Slate of I-Iawai' i" in 2007. the fi r.~ t ilttempt al a state geologit: map. 

Dr. Sinton's work has a lso contributeulo the fje ld of Polynesian archaeology where he has used hi s 
knowledge to "nngerprim" volcanic rock" in order to track commerce in ba"ailic ~tone tools, like ad7..es 
throughout Polynesia . These studies have been cruci al 10 tracking how early Hawaiians interacted wilhin 
Hawa;' j and a lso in other Pol ynesian Island gwups. 

lohn's I:lroatl professional ex~rient:e and inl<!TcSIS is a valuabl~ asset for the NAR commiss ion as it tries 
to evaluate many permit appliealic)J1s and issues relating 10 st:i .... nti fic and other uses oflhe state' s valuable 
NAR areas. Personally, T have known John as :1 very thoughtful professional with broad scientirk 
know/edge and an intimate familiarit y with Hawai'i. He is an cxcdknt t:hoice to continue the hi gh 
techni cal kvd of the NAR Commission. 

Jim Kauahikaua 
Scientist-in-Charge 

TAKE PRIDE""...,. .' 
INAMERICA~ 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
H aw aiian Volcano Observatory 

5 1 C rate r Rim U rive: P . O. U ux 51 
Il awaii National P ark. HI 96718 

Phone: 808 %77328; Fax : 808 967 8870 

trusde ll@usgs.gov 

Dear Senator Solomon: 

Ii USGS 
science lor a cmmging world 

March 27, 20 13 

Without reservation, I highly recommend Dr. John Sinton to you as the geo logic representative 
and Cha irperson on the Natural Area Reserves Commiss ion (NA RS). 

With th is letter, I am supporting the continuance of John Sinton as a Natural Area Reserves 
Commissioner representing the geo log ic community on the (NARS). Dr. Sinton's ex pertise and 
judgment are thorough and sound . 

John is a volcanologist with worldly experience. Because of these encounte rs John is sought 
after by his peers and co ll eagues as a collaborator for invest igat ions in volcano logy, marine 
geology and geochemistry. In additi on, members of the community seek John out for input to 
committees and to serve in an advisory capacity on graduate research committees. 

For years, John has devoted countless hours to community serv ice projects. He is cu rrently on 
the facu lty at the University o f Hawa ii-SOEST School. He has a great love fo r Hawaii and its 
children. Dr. Sinton is fully capable of be ing a NARS commissioner, and I have every confidence 
he will do an exce ll ent job. 

Thank you very much for thi s consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Frank A. Trusdell 
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The Honorable Malama Solomon, Senator 
Chair, Senate Committee on Water and Land 

Dear Senator Sol omon, 

I wi sh to express my full endorsement f or the nominat ion of Dr. John M. Sinton to the Natura l 
Area Reserve System (NARS) Commission. I have known Dr . Sinton for more than 30 years, 
starting from my undergraduate and graduate years at the Univers i ty of Hawaii and through my 
career as a working professional in geology. Over these years, Dr. Sinton proven to be an 
excellent communicator, dedicated teacher and mentor, and expert i n the geol ogi cal sciences , 
particularly the geology of Hawaii's vo lcanoes. His extensi ve sci entific knowledge and 
continuing research will be key to bringing science and management together to preserve 
Hawaii's unique and fragile natural resources. 

Sincerely, 
Scot K. Izuka, PhD 


