
STAND. COM. REP. NO. ((4(
nolulu, Hawaii

2013

RE: S.B. No. 982
S.D. 1
H.D. 1

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Seventh State Legislature
Regular Session of 2013
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred S.B. No.
982, S.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE XVII,
SECTION 3, OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF HAWAII,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to amend the constitutional
requirement for the approval of a legislatively proposed
constitutional amendment by majority vote at a general election by
specifying that:

(1) An amendment shall be effective only if approved by a
majority of all the votes tallied upQn the question;

(2) The number of votes tallied upon the question in
comparison with the number of votes cast at the general
election is a percentage that is at least equal to the
percentage of votes tallied upon legislatively proposed
constitutional amendments in comparison to the votes
cast at the general election in which amendments were
voted on in the immediately preceding ten years; and

(3) only “yes” and “no” votes will be counted on the
question, and blank and spoiled ballots will not be
considered.
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The Office of the Public Defender, American Civil Liberties
Union of Hawai’i, League of Women Voters of Hawaii, Progressive
Democrats of Hawai’i, and one concerned individual submitted
testimony in opposition to the measure. The Department of the
Attorney General and Department of the Prosecuting Attorney of the
City and County of Honolulu provided comments.

Your Committee circulated a Proposed S.B. No. 982, H.D. 1
(proposed draft) at the hearing that:

(1) Removes language requiring that the percentage of the
votes tallied upon the constitutional amendment in
relation to the number of total votes cast at the
general election be at least equal to the percentage of
votes tallied upon proposed constitutional amendments in
relation to the total votes cast in the last ten years;

(2) Specifies that the votes tallied on the question of the
amendment shall include only yes or no votes;

(3) Amends the proposed ballot question to accurately
reflect the proposed constitutional amendment; and

(4) Makes technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and style.

Your Committee considered the merits of the measure as
received by your Committee, and the proposed draft, and adopted
the proposed draft.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No.
982, S.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 982, S.D. 1, H.D.
1, and be referred to the Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary,

KARL RHOADS, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Twenty-seventh Legislature ~Jç’aC(Z.... ii4~
Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

S3982, SD1 JUD, FIN 3)15 1’~
U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

I’m
The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) ~L ass, with amendments (HD) U Hold

U Pass short form bill with H ecommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JUD Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. RHOADS, Karl (C)
2. HAR, Sharon E. (VC)
3. BELATTI, Della Au
4. B ROWER, Tom K
5. CABANILLA, Rida T.R.
6. CARROLL, Mele
7. ITO, Ken
8. KAWAKAMI, Derek S.K.
9. LEE, Chris
10. TSUJJ, Clift
11. WOOLEY, Jessica
12. MCDERMOTT, Bob
13. TJIIELEN, Cynthia K

TOTAL (13) t I
The reconimendation is: dopted U Not Adopted

oint referrqC~ /7 did not support recommendation.
committe cronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signathre: ItI~ U ( j~

Distribution: Original (White) — Committe~~~ Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


