
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

~ 2013

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Seventh State Legislature
Regular Session of 2013
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Agriculture, to which was referred H.B. No.
97 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE PROTECTION OF AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTS AGAINST INVASIVE SPECIES,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Require a permit from the Department of Agriculture to
import, introduce, or develop new species of genetically
modified organisms; and

(2) Allow the Department of Agriculture to determine whether
to grant a permit to import, introduce, or develop a new
species of a genetically modified organism and the
conditions for the permit after holding a public
hearing.

The Hawaii Organic Farming Association; Sierra Club, Hawaii
Chapter; Babes Against Biotech; Life of the Land; GMO Free Maui,
GMO Free Oahu, and GMO Free Big Island; and numerous individuals
provided testimony in support of this measure. Green Point
Nurseries, Inc.; Monsanto Hawaii; Hawaii Floriculture and Nursery
Assoctation; Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council; and several individuals
provided testimony in opposition to this measure. The Department
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of Land and Natural Resources, Department of Agriculture, and a
few individuals provided comments on this measure.

Your Committee has amended this measure by changing its
effective date to July 1, 2050, for the purpose of facilitating
further discussion. Technical, nonsubstantive amendments were
also made for clarity, consistency,. and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Agriculture that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No. 97,
as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second Reading in
the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 97, H.D. 1, and be referred
to the Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Agriculture,

~Y,~hir
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Twenty-seventh Legislature

Record of Votes of the Connnittee on Agriculture

-~cc~ 249

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

H-g~q7- A-&QftE Fu~Li oa/o 113
U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure. bLJ

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) W’Pass, with amendments (lID) U Hold

U Pass short form bill with lID to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

AGR Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. WOOLEY, Jessica (C)

2. OMSJEU, Richard H.K. (VC)

3. BROWER, Tom

5. CHOY, Isaac W. /
6. OHNO, Takashi

7. TAKAYAMA, Gregg

8. TOKIOKA, James Kunane V

11. WARD, Gene ‘7

TOTAL(11) U) I 7-
The recommendation is: ~6 Adopted U Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: t22 ~

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


