
STAND. COM. REP. NO.7Q~

Honolulu, Hawaii
2013

RE: H.B. No. 734
H.D. 1

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Seventh State Legislature
Regular Session of 2013
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committees on Agriculture and Water & Land, to which was
referred H.B. No. 734 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE PROTECTION OF TARO LANDS,”

beg leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to improve protections for
taro lands and ancient agricultural structures by creating a
unique class of public lands for intensive agricultural use to be
classified as “taro lands” and require retention of supporting
structures for taro fields. This measure also adds growth and
perpetuation of taro and crops native to Hawaii to agricultural
planning objectives of the Hawaii State Planning Act.

Hui 0 Malanta Ama, Environmental Caucus of the Democratic
Party of Hawaii, Respiratory & Environmental Disabilities
Association of Hawaii, and numerou~ individuals testified in
support of this measure. The Taro Security and Purity Task Force
supported this measure with amendments. The Department of
Agriculture submitted comments.

Your Committees have amended this measure by:

(1) Defining “taro lands”;

(2) Changing the designation of taro lands as (T) the Fourth
Class of public lands classified for intensive
agricultural use as recognition of the value of
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preserving traditional taro lands for wetland
cultivation;

(3) Providing that supporting structures for lo’i taro fields
are permitted uses for taro lands (T) and class A or B
agricultural lands;

(4) Prohibiting the reclassification of and restricting the
subdivision of taro lands (T);

(5) Expanding the agricultural planning objectives to
include the growth and perpetuation of all traditional
Hawaiian crops, not just taro; and

(6) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Agriculture and Water & Land that are attached to
this report, your Committees are in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 734, as amended herein, and recommend that it
pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 734,
H.D. 1, and be placed on the calendar for Third Reading.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Agriculture and
Water & Land,

~YEVANS,~hair J9~~
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Twenty-seventh Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Agriculture

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date: I ~?

fltiM iWia/w/U.- 0z/gA3
U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) ~~“S55, with amendments (J-ID) U Hold

U Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

AGR Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. WOOLEY, Jessica (C)

2. ONISHI, Richard ILK. (VC)

3. BROWER, Tom

4. CACHOLA, Romy M.

11. WARD, Gene

TOTAL (11)

The recommendation is: d’Adopted U Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chairs or designee’s signature: tf~~
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink)-. HMSO



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Twenty-seventh Legislature

HSc#. lad

Record of Votes of the Committee on Water & Land
/

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date: I
gs7g7 46 wt~

LI The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: LI Pass, unamended (as is) ~~‘Pass, with amendments (HD) U Hold

LI Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

The recommendation is:

did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signatu~i)~ i _c<c(_cL ~cZ_ ‘-;:;~-—~ ,-P_’t-~-.______

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO

1. EVANS, Cindy (C)

9. THIELEN, Cynthia

TOTAL (9)

~‘t(lopted U Not Adopted

IS joint referral,


