
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

ebr~W1Ic’2013
RE: H.B. No. 649

H.D. 1

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Seventh State Legislature
Regular Session of 2013
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Health, to which was referred H.B. No. 649
entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to improve access to mental
health services by:

(1) Expanding eligibility for mental health services by
adding definitions for “qualifying diagnosis” and
“severe and persistent mental illness” and requiring the
provision of services to individuals with a qualifying
diagnosis;

(2) Appropriating funds for mental health services
previously eliminated or reduced; and

(3) Appropriating funds for substance abuse treatment and
mental health support services for individuals who are
homeless or at risk of becoming homeless.

The Hawaii Disability Rights Center, the Healthcare
Association of Hawaii, Mental Health America of Hawaii, and the
Community Alliance for Mental Health testified in support of the
measure. The Hawaii Substance Abuse Council testified in support
of the measure with amendments. The Department of Health
testified in opposition of the measure.
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Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Providing further specification about the standards and
rules for services established by the Department of
Health;

(2) Changing its effective date to July 1, 2050, to
facilitate further discussion; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Health that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
649, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second Reading
in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 649, H.D. 1, and be
referred to the Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Health,

DELLA AU BELATTI, Chair
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State of Hawaii VI!3642
House of Representatives

The Twenty-seventh Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Health

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~ll3 (Ac\ 14L,T, ~A] Z(131J3
LI The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) I Pass, with amendments (HD) LI Hold

U Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

lILT Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. BELATTI, Della Au (C)

2. MORJKAWA, Dee (VC)

3. CABANILLA, Rida T.R. V

4. CARROLL, Mele

5. JORDAN, Jo

6. KOBAYASHI, Bertrand V

7. WOODSON, Justin H.

8. CHEAPE, Lauren Kealohilani

TOTAL (8) 1
The recommendation is: ~4s1opted LI Not Adopted

Ifjoint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HIvISO


