
STAND. CON. REP. NO. (ct”
Honolulu, Hawaii

2013

RE: H.B. No. 550

Honorable Joseph N. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty—Seventh State Legislature
Regular Session of 2013
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committees on Water & Land and Ocean, Marine Resources,
& Hawaiian Affairs, to which was referred H.B. No. 550 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC LAND LIABILITY,”

beg leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to amend the definition of
improved public lands by clarifying that a public entity’s duty to
warn of dangerous natural conditions only applies to lands that
are developed or maintained by the State or relevant county.

The measure also excludes from the definition of improved
public lands voluntary trails created by users of public lands and
public beach parks.

The Department of Land and Natural Resources, City and County
of Honolulu, and numerous individuals testified in support of the
measure. The Hawaii Association for Justice testified in
opposition to the measure. One individual submitted comments.

Your Committees find that Act 82, Session Laws of Hawaii
2003, was enacted to limit the liability of the State and counties
with regard to inherent risks arising from the recreational use of
public lands under their jurisdiction when signs meeting the
requirethents of the Act are posted to warn of those risks. The
Legislature found that allowing the State and counties to manage
these risks would encourage the State and counties to take
reasonable steps to protect citizens from harm and prevent the
closure of public lands to recreational use. Your Committees find
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that this measure will allow the State and counties to make better
use of their limited resources by clarifying where warning signs
should be placed and that the State or a county will not be liable
for injuries that occur on voluntary trails that were not created
or maintained by the State or a county.

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Water & Land and Ocean, Marine Resources, & Hawaiian
Affairs that are attached to this report, your Committees are in
accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No. 550 and recommend
that it pass Second Reading and be referred to the Committee on
Judiciary
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Water & Land and
Ocean, Marine Resources, &
Hawaiian Affairs,

FAYE Chair C IN DY Chair



State of Hawaii 1~Ci?lb 1%
House of Representatives

The Twenty-seventh Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Water & Land

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

. H6J5° ~rnc/om~iuOiFmJU The committee is reconsidenng its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: V4ass, unamended (as is) U Pass, with amendments (HD) U Hold
U Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

WAL Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. EVANS, Cindy (C) V

2. LOWEN, Nicole E. (VC)

3. COFFMAN, Denny

4. CULLEN, Ty J.K. , /

5. HANOHANO, Faye P. \ 7

6. KAWAKAMI, Derek S.IC.

7. LEE, Chris

8. FALE, Richard Lee

9. THIELEN, Cynthia ~.1

TOTAL (9)

The recommendation is: ( Adopted U Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

Vice Chalr’s or designee’s signaffire: ~ ~. ~A_~—

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO



State of Hawaii ~4 Sc. * % 55
House of Representatives

The Twenty-seventh Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Ocean, Marine Resources, & Hawaiian Affairs

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

H8~O

U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Pass, unamended (as is) U Pass, with amendments (HD) U Hold
U Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

0MM Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. HANOHANO, Faye P. (C) ~

2. CULLEN, Ty J.K. (VC)

3. COFFMAN, Denny

4. EVANS, Cindy

5. KAWAKAMI, Derek S.K.

6. LEE, Chris

7. LOWEN, Nicole E.

8. FALE, Richard Lee

TOTAL (8) 7— 7
The recommendation is: ~(~idopted U Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature(”~~~_.~’..-E’ —

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


