
STAND. COM. REP. NO.”fl~,LI4

Honolulu, Hawaii
~fr~fl4j)%J j~”, 2013

RE: H.B. No. 106
H.D. 2

Honorable Joseph N. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty—Seventh State Legislature
Regular Session of 2013
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Water & Land, to which was referred H.B.
No. 106, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES,TT

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to clarify the laws relating
to geothermal resources exploration and development.

Specifically, the measure, among other things:

(1) Repeals the amendments made by Act 97, Session Laws of
Hawaii 2012, thereby:

(A) Allowing the counties to issue geothermal resources
permits;

(B) Allowing the State and counties to designate
geothermal resource subzones and exploratory wells;
and

(C) Eliminating definitions distinguishing “geothermal
resources exploration” and “geothermal resources
development” for mining leases, resource
exploration on state lands, and land classification
and usage pursuant to chapters 182 and 205, Hawaii
Revised Statutes;
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(2) Creates procedures for the assessment and designation of
geothermal resource subzones and exploratory wells; and

(3) Allows, subject to applicable public hearing and
permitting, geothermal resource development and
exploration in all state land use districts established
under section 205—2, Hawaii Revised Statutes.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, Puna Pono Alliance, PeleLani
Farm; Pahoa Properties, LLC; UNITE HERE Local 5; Sierra Club; and
over fifty individuals.

Your Committee received testimony in opposition to this
measure from the Department of Land and Natural Resources and
three individuals.

Your Committee received comments on this measure from the
Judiciary; Department of Business, Economic Development, and
Tourism; Puna Geothermal Venture, Indigenous Consultants, LLC;
Innovations Development Group; and two individuals.

Your Committee finds that the long—term financial and
environmental well—being of the State largely depends upon the
ability to properly manage the State’s natural resources,
including geothermal resources. While the underlying measure
provided a thoughtful process to manage geothermal resources, your
Committee believes that a detailed permitting process for
geothermal resources development that ensures meaningful public
participation and county oversight would be preferable.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Deleting its contents and inserting a detailed
permitting process for geothermal resources development;

(2) Explicitly authorizing the counties to establish more
stringent ordinances on geothermal resources
development; and

(3) Changing its effective date to July 1, 2020, to
encourage further discussion on the measure.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Water & Land that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
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106, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it be referred
to the Committee on Finance in the form attached hereto as H.B.
No. 106, H.D. 2
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Water & Land,

CINDY EVAN hair



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Twenty-seventh Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Water & Land

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~H6 ioco~ M2’ (tfst z4 ixp, wA’-, fi4) /1c3 /is
U The committee is reconsidenng its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) ~ 4ass, with amendments (HD) U Hold

U Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

WAL Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. EVANS, Cindy (C)

2. LOWEN, Nicole E. (VC)

3. COFFMAN, Denny
~—

~z4. CULLEN, Ty J.K.

5. HANOHANO, Faye P.

6. KAWAKAMI, Derek S.K.

~7. LEE, Chris

~8. FALE, Richard Lee

~—9. TI-hELEN, Cynthia

TOTAL (9) 5 J 3
The recommendation is: ~t4~lopted U Not Adopted

Ifjoint referral, did not support recommendation.
commitLee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signatui4[1’ljt_utie2 F’~~P~_______________
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


