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SCR92 
URGING THE DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES AND 
THE PUBLIC LAND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION, WITH THE 
ASSISTANCE OF THE COUNTY OF HAWAII, TO CONDUCT A STUDY 
ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP TO 
DEVELOP AND IMPROVE THE EAST HAWAII AREA OF HAWAII 
COUNTY. 
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State Capitol, Conference Room 225 

In consideration of 
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 92 

RELATING TO THE DEVELOPMENT AND IMPROVEMENT OF EAST HAWAII 

Senate Concurrent Resolution 92 urges the Department of Land and Natural Resources 
(Department) and the Public Land Development Corporation, with the assistance of the County 
of Hawaii, to conduct a study on the establishment ofa public-private partnership to develop and 
improve the East Hawaii area of Hawaii County. The Department understand the intent ofthe 
resolution but notes that it may not be necessary due to legislation enacted from recent legislative 
sessions. 

Act 219, Session Laws of Hawaii, 2011 , authorized the Department to enter into development 
agreements for the extension of hotel and resort leases that have not been sold or assigned within 
the last five years, for lessees who commit to making substantial improvements to existing 
leasehold premises. In effect, this act already creates opportunities for public-private 
partnerships with respect to the redevelopment of resort and hotel properties on leased State 
lands. The Department has received at least one inquiry from a lessee on Banyan Drive 
regarding opportunities under the act, though no development agreement proposals have been 
submitted to date. 

Also in the 2011 Session, the Legislature passed legislation which was signed into law as Act 
207, which increased the maximum aggregate term for leases and all extensions to 65 years. 
Under this Act, lessees with 55-year leases whose termination dates are approaching will be 
eligible to apply for 1 O-year extensions subject to certain conditions. A number of the 
Department's lessees in East Hawaii have expressed interest in seeking lease extensions under 
this Act. 
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Thursday, April 12, 2012 
1:30 p.m. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 225 

In consideration of 
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 92 

URGING THE DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES AND THE 
PUBLIC LAND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION, WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF 

THE COUNTY OF HAWAII, TO CONDUCT A STUDY ON THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF A PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP TO DEVELOP AND IMPROVE THE EAST 

HAWAII AREA OF HAWAII COUNTY. 

The Public Land Development Corporation (PLDC) is in full support of Senate Concurrent 
Resolution 92, and looks forward to the opportunity to work with the Department of Land and 
Natural Resources, the County of Hawaii, and other interested agencies and parties in the 
potential development and improvement of state lands in the East Hawaii area of Hawaii County. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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Aloha \,egis!ators. 

April !2,2012 

I am \Vallacc j\ ishibasJIi Jr., Acting DIvision DircctUf for the lLWU Local l42. Hnwaii Divisi\)I1. The IL WU represents the w~lrking 
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Big Island arc in the West HawJii area. With the high cost M ga.<;, long travc! time aml distunce. spi:!nding more 10 get to work is not 
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Indigenous Consultants, LLC 

Mililani B. Trask, Principal 
P.O.Box 6377 .:. Hilo, HI 96720 

MWJ~!!i .• 1:I!!§~.@g1!!~il&()111 

Date: Thursday, April 12, 2012 
Time: 1:30 pm 
Place: Conference Room 225 
Committees: Senate WLH/PGM 

Re: SCR 92 - Relating to the Public Land Development Corporation 

Aloha Legislators, 

Indigenous Consultants (IC) is a Hilo, Hawaii based, indigenous LLC owned and 
operated by Native Hawaiians. It was created to assist indigenous peoples in developing 
their renewable energy resources in ways tat are: Culturally appropriate, environmentally 
green and sustainable, socially responsible and economically equitable and affordable. 
For several years the IC has worked with Innovations Development Group in New 
Zealand and indigenous Maori developing geothermal resources, which are trust assets of 
Maori Land Trusts. In addition, the IC has acted as a consultant to other indigenous 
people in Hawaii and Asia who are addressing development of their trust renewable 
energy resources in ways that; directly benefit their people, bring in revenues, create 
small business opportunities and ensure fair & affordable rates to consumers, including 
themselves and their communities. 

Testimony in Strong Support 

The purpose of S.C.R. 92 is to urge the DLNR, PLDC & County of Hawaii to 
work together to conduct a study on establishing a Public-Private Partnership to improve 
East Hawaii. The Resolution specifically mentions the areas of Banyan Drive and the 
Kanoelehua Industrial Area, both in Hilo. 

Indigenous Consultants strongly supports this measure which is badly needed to 
address and remedy Hawaii Counties serious financial and employment needs . Hawaii 
and has the second highest unemployment in the State, following the island of Molokai. 

State housing statistics demonstrate that housing starts (an important indicator for 
growing economies) on Hawaii Island have steadily declined from 2008 to 2011. 

In 2009,15.4% ofHilo residents lived below the poverty line, compared to 10.4% 
statewide. In Hilo there is "extreme" poverty, with 6.3 residents living on less than 50% 
of the poverty line, the state average is 4.4%. Sadly, 21.9% ofHilo's children live below 
the poverty line, with the state average being 13.4%. 
[see www.cit).-data.com/povert)./povert).-Hiio-Hawaii.htmiJ ' 
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These statistics demonstrate why there needs to be a priority set for a cooperative 
effort between the newly created PLDC and the County & DLNR for Hilo and Easy 
Hawaii. Some folks are saying that the PLDC should identify I project per island. While 
this approach sounds fair, it really ignores the reality of life in our State & the critical 
need that neighbor islands, especially EAST HAWAII are in. The priority for the PLDC 
should be in the areas of greatest need in our State, and East Hawaii is such an area. 

Regards, 

Mililani B. Trask - Indigenous Consultants LLC 
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Date: Thursday, April 12, 2012 
Time: 1 :30 pm 
Place: Conference Room 225 
Committees: Senate WLHlPGM 

Re: SCR 92 

Aloha Legislators, 

The Innovations Development Group (lDG) is a Hawaii based renewable energy 
Development Corporation owned by Native Hawaiians. It was created to facilitate the 
development of renewable energy resources of native people, and in summer 2011 
presented its development model to legislators of the Energy & Land Committees. 

The IDG strongly supports this measure. 

lOG supports this measure because it prioritizes a collective effort bringing the County 
together with State agencies to address the financial crisis in EAST HAWAII. Last year, 
the Legislature passed ACT 55 creating a new development arm of the State to fast track 
development of the State public trust lands & resources in order to bring in badly needed 
revenues to the State general fund & agencies. The intent was to jump state the economy 
through business partnerships with private sector that not only upgrade & energize our 
State economy but also increase jobs & decrease poverty. 

East Hawaii has some very developable areas that have proven their commercial viability 
in the past, but need repairs, renovation & upgrading. These areas, including Banyan 
Drive & the Kanoelehua Industrial Area, are subject to State lease terms that will soon 
expire (2015) and current lessees are reluctant to install needed improvements because of 
this. Consequently, there is a need for the PLDC, DLNR & the County to fashion a plan 
to ensure that the infrastructure in these areas will be improved. This will result in 
increased construction jobs and upgraded tourism acconunodations 

Please support this measure. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia K. Brandt 
CEO, IOG 

2990 Pacific Heights Rd . • Honolulu. Hawaii 96813 . Ph: 808. 536.0434 " Fax: 808.536.0274 
IIMwinnovationsdevelopmentgroup.com 
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