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Chair Espero, Vice Chair Kidani, and Members of the Committee: 

I am Brian Miyamoto, Chief Operating Officer and Government Affairs Liaison for the . 
Hawaii Farm Bureau Federation (HFBF). Organized since 1948, the HFBF is comprised 
of 1,800 farm family members statewide, and serves as Hawaii's voice of agriculture to 
protect, advocate and advance the social, economic and educational interest of our 
diverse agricultural community. 

HFBF supports SB 2397, which would prohibit the requirement of installing or retrofitting 
of fire sprinklers for new or existing detached one- or two-family dwelling units in a 
structure used only for residential purposes. Such a requirement would add substantially 
to the cost of building or renovating homes. It would be especially costly in the case of 
farm dwellings, which may be in areas not served by public water systems or where the 
spacing of hydrants exceeds residential standards. 

We further request that SB 2397 be amended to extend this prohibition of sprinkler 
requirements to non-residential agricultural and aquacultural buildings and structures 
located outside the urban zone. HFBF is supporting other bills introduced this session 
that would reduce the cost and construction time of low-risk, non-residential farm 
structures by exempting these structures from county building permit requirements. Due 
to their location and functions, these buildings and structures present a lower risk of 
property damage and personal harm from fire than do dwelling units. Their exemption 
from permit requirements is necessary to allow farmers to build, at reasonable cost, 
structures to protect their crops and equipment from thieves, vandals, and the weather. 
Prohibiting a requirement for sprinkler systems would remove one major potential cost of 



co nstructing these structures, and would therefore further the State's goal of greater food 
se If-sufficiency. 

I can be reached at (808) 848-2074 if you have any questions. Thank you for the 
op portunity to testify. 
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January 26,2012 

The Honorable Will Esperq, Chair 
Senate Committee on Public Safety, Government 

Operations and Military Affairs 
State Capitol, Rdom211 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: S.B. 2397, Relating to Fire Sprinklers 

Dear Senator Espero and Members of the Committee: 

lAT" 

My name is Debbie Luning, Director of Government Affairs for Gentry Homes, Ltd., testifying in 
strong support of S,6. 2397, Relating to Fire Sprinklers. The purpose .of this bill is to prohibit 
the counties from requiring the installation or retrofitting of automatic fire sprinkler!! or an 
automatic fire sprinkler system in any new or existing detached one- or two-family residential 
dwelling unit. We believe that mandatory installation of fire sprinklers in single family and 
duplex homes, while well-intentioned, will not necessarily achieve the desired results of saving 
lives due to home fires, and are therefore very supportive ofthis measure. Our concerns about 
mandating fire sprinklers are summarized below. 

1) The requirementto install fire sprinklers would apply only to newly constructed 
homes, not to older homes which are. basically the silurceofthe problem. Homes built 
nowadays are mUch safer in terms ottire prevention bElca,use of the types of materials, 
construction design and methods that are used. Examples includEl safer elElctrical Wiring, 
double wall drywall construction, fire-rated garages, draft stops, cementious siding and 
integrated smoke detector ala'rm systeinS that ate very sensitive. These features were not 
necessarily included in homEls built over 15 years ago; yet, the mandates in these resolutions 
would not apply to older homes -- they would only apply to newly constructed homes. 

2) Fire sprinklers will be ineffective unless t!lere is a direct source of heat that 
triggers the sprinklers. Smoke and noxious gaseS are the biggest threats in a home fire, and 
asphyxiation by poisonous fumes in the air outweighs burning as cause of death by a 3;1 ratio. 
A fire sprinkler, unless triggered by heat, will be ineffective in these circllmstances. 
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3) Fire sprinklers will be ineffective unless they are regularly maintained. One cannot 
merely install a fire sprinkler system; it has to be regularly maintained in order for the system to 
work effectively. It is our contention that many homeowners will be negligent in regularly 
maintaining their fire sprinkler systems, thereby rendering them ineffective. 

4) Insurance companies will not cover the cost of damage caused by false alarms. 
This is a very real and very practical concern. Insurance companies will not cover the cost of 
water damage should the fire sprinkler go off accidentally or unexpectedly - there has to be an 
actual fire in order for them to do so. This could mean tens of thousands of dollars of damage 
that the homeowner will have to pay for out of his/her own pocket. 

5) Mandating the installation offire sprinklers in new homes would affect 
affordability. Whenever additional requirements are placed on the development of newly 
constructed homes, the cost of homes increase and more people get priced out of the housing 
market. If one of the goals of the Legislature and government is to provide more affordable 
homes for Hawaii's people, it doesn't make sense to place additional requirements that add to 
the cost of a home, especially when the requirement has not been proven to be necessary. We 
are by no means advocating placing people's lives at risk, but we do have concems about 
mandating fire sprinklers which may not be needed in newly constructed homes. 

For the reasons stated above, we are in strong support of this bill and urge its passage with the 
amendment proposed by the Building Industry Association of Hawaii. Thank you for the 
opportunity to provide comments. 

Sincerely, 

GENTRY HOMES, LTD. 

De~LUning 
Director of Governmental Affairs and 

Community Relations 
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I am KehnethG: Silva, CtJairofthE;l state Fire CounCil ($Fd) and Fire Chief of the HdbOlulli Fire 
Department (HFD), The $f'C ancUbe HFDstrQ[1glyoPPose',$,8; 2397. 

OiJiing"it5'RegularSession of2Q1.'t. theTWei:lj:Y:.iSi)dhLegi~latbt~eHacted House Re$olljlion, 
NQA1, H,D~1, wh,iGh reque:;tedthat thE;l$taIilBliilqln,g0qde cQuncii ($BGG) submit a report 
no later that 20 day-sbefore. the Reg#farSe\:isjori; of 2015 cohVElhes ,Qflfs,findibgS, 
recomlnendatlQns, and actioRs' ,taken to aQQPtt!1e' requirementtl)a:tautQmatic ,fire sprinklers be 
instaHedin nE;lW QnE;l" ancj tW:o-familydweIIJngs. ' , ' 

'The' SBcn is, reviE;lWing,the2P()g editions oftl1El.lnt~rna,tionaIBu(IQJhg ,ano Residential CQdes, 
whici:l reqUirElJesid¢ntial firE;l~prinkrers,in'ne:w ooe- and MQ-family dWelliligsas'niihilnum 
requirements;, TheSBGCformedaii irwesligatlve c:;qlTlmJ\!e~ of stakehQlde,[SfrQm pu\lIi?lprivatE;l 
~E;lctqrSi ir:lqq$try,andi:;ooe' rE;lgtill;ltors toe)(pJoteills\jellrelalin~ tq a\j!ornatic l1resprinkler 

, ihstafIalions.Tftednvestigative com mi\tee'sworkis, ongQil1g i andmQs! iliffastruclure' issues 
have beenaddrE;lsseq. " ' , ,,' , ' 

However, issuesrelatirigto in-hdusesysfems mUs! still be addressed, ItWQuldbea disservic.e 
tQ the cQmrnllnlty fQ ,enacfan antisprinklE;lr lawb~sedon,QnE;l vIewpoint withoui considering the, 
research clqtte bytitis committee,Wbi.chrepresentsaH interests., Theirivesligative'commiltee's 
final report wmbe, forWarded 10 thE;lSBCG, WOo Will d'~eide what to <lMpt forthe E;ll1tlrestale;, 

Thebuildih9 ,codE;ls ,are ,a,comprehensivecbmpiJalion' of codesthata,ddresll 131.1 l;lspecispftt)E;l 
built environment. Ther~$lliting nation!,1 codesn~f1eGt'~'cqnsensus that balahGeSsaf¢ty; 
CQst!l>enE;lflt; andJI:Je rnosttE;lchholo~icailyadvanc.edproducts;ma,terials. andprocesses;¢Qqe 
revisio'nsareenacled slow-Iy;,and many; area r~sllrfQf<!f<!laHty; o[s~d?qs i)1jllW;, When bujlding 
coqes'areadQptE;ld aUhe sli3.tE1ahdcQunJy.levels, lneymust lIbOergo the·adilllnis!rativeriJles . ' ..,' :' . . . . ," . . , . 
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Janual)'.26,2012 

The Honorable Will Espero, Chair 
Senate~mmiitee on Public. Safety, Govemment Operations, and /vIilita/y Affairs 
Hawaii Slate Capitol 
415South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Re: SB2397 -OPPOSE 

Dear Chair Espero and Members. of the Committee: 

I write to you and the Committee today to expressmySlrong oppesitlon'!oSB2397, a.bill that.hindersloi:;al 
fire authorities fromdetennining the best fire protectionpolicy for their communities. This is aserious.po~lic 
safety issue. I have outlined some, thougl)tson why I am,opposing 882397. 

Althe vel)' least, codes are designed.to be adoptad and'implemented inlheirtoialitytQ makewl1liin.tha\ 
when ali code requirements are corifonned to, a house is: in its safest COde.compliarit State. to protect'th~ 
occupants of the structure. Wheli onecomponen4 such as fire sprinklers, is no! ihStaliedih the structure, 
other requirements and structural components,which may have been lessened because oi'pnl-'supposed 
sprinkler proteption,are now increasinglY vulnerable to the effects bffire and may drastically increase the 
danger to the lives of the occupants, firefighters; and otherreScuerswho maynespondtoanincidentoffire 
in the home. Adopting this legislation,!lnd reducingtherequiremen!ofth(l wde by prohibipngthisadppnon, 
is in effectaliowingSUB'8TANDARD HOMES to be builtin your Counfies andcommuhifies, . . 

Ignores Reduced Life Safety: Most impllrtantiy, !his bill will withhordth~ life:.savinll benefits·Ofhome.fire 
sprinklers from thecitizehs in HaWaii. Each year, approximately3,QOOpilbpiedie inhbmefires ih,the,Unffed 
States - more than all of the fatalities from natural dis!l$ters annually. In 200/.1, roughly e3% of aljocivilian 
fire. deaths and 89% of all civilian fire injuries nesultecLfrom home structure fires. Home fire sprinRlers would 
have saved the vas/majority oftliesefirevicUms becauSe sprinklers play a significant,roiein.limifiog life and 
property loss when afire happens. For peopletllafhaite p,reporte<l firein ti1eirhomeith!;l riSk ,of dying 
decreases by aboul80 pereant when. sprinklers are present 

Interrupts Local Fire Pplicy: Localfire authorttiesrelyon ananeyofloW- including atJIotnaticfire 
sprinklers - to combatthethreat6ffire ana prbvidetheirpublic satety selVice. LocaLfireprotectiOh policy is 
based on many issues, such as lOcal fire department deployment capabilities, firefighlersafetyQeeds, 
response-time goals, and. insurance $ervices.reting heeds. Home fire sprinklers can imp~thecbmmunity 
frdm local fire protection policY to loealfiiefjghting iactics and strategies, Ifpassed, this bill will remove a 
valuable tool that may be used Ilyfire departmen1l;to mesttheir local need~.in pro\1ioing the best public 
satetyservice to their wmmunities . 

. DIscounts Local Heprings: Local fire authorities, Counties and mun1cip.fitie$ thathave'detennihed·they 
want to reqUire residential fire sprinklers still must provide an open and :pOblichearing Prb6ess. ThiS local 
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hearing process will allqwdiscussion on all the technical details relevant 10 their P!UPoS<ll,' The'i!iSu~~jlt!Je 
considered at the IOC!lllevelin a pubfioforum; wherepertinen!'issueSia !ocalcondii!onsmayb¢;;c(lOs[ilered. 

Neglects"Firefight~r'Safety: Resicfential. nre.sprinklersproViclegreaiassist;mceto.ffreffgb!ers •. esp:ecia1Iyin 
~onge$led mefrojjolitilhareasand rurai.sejtings, where ittakes.aldnger forff/'eiffghters'.t().artiveon.s)lehe. 
Fire sprinklers reduce the cMnce of"flashover'.end1<eep thefire.a!llay, while the firenghlerS amve aiJd set 
up forfirefigh~og operaijons; Fitesprinklell; b~ytime~ro$thE!sti1ict4re.coliapses.Studi~SSholVthqtwith 
newconsfructiQrltechniques. caliedlight-weightfrussconSlhiction,homei;doilothave'muchtime.t)nclerffre 
conditions end can coll<1pse onrespon<!ingfirefighlers. Ate sprinklers will 8)leVi~~th{ltrtsk, Thisisa . 
problem bilCause statistics indica(ethat92%Dffiiefighterde~sdcCur;rt (esldentiaipropertiesarnW2% of 
thosedcCurring in one and twofiimny homes. 

Senator, there are $0 many mOre reaSOns than these few provided inthii;letterthat uncterscorethe. 
importance of not prohibitinglocaljuriSdictionsftbm making their owndecisioris.for thelevelofSafety they 
want to provide their residentsandtheirpubliq safetyofijciaisandresPQnders~ I imploFe.YQu,fpr the sake of 
public safety; please do not provide a tOOl that allows for' the consfructiohofSUS,STANIlIQ1D.HQMES:in 
your communities; Additionally please don1 disavow thecommunmes·in your$lat~ tljerignt.to make,those 
decisions for themselves, please take the aPprQpriateaclion tonotmovefotwarcf on SB2397. 

Sincerely, 

Jh-~ 
Jeffery L HudSOn 
NFPA Regional Fire Sprinkler Specialist 
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THE SENATE 

LATE TESTIMONY 

THE TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE 
REGULAR SESSION OF 2012 

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY, GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, AND MILITARY AFFAIRS 
Senator Will Espero, Chair 

DATE: 
TIME: 
PLACE: 

Senator Michelle N, Kidani, Vice Chair 

Thursday, January 26, 2012 
2:50p.m. 
Conference Room 224 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 

RE: Testimony in support of SB 2397 RELATING TO FIRE SPRINKLERS, with amendments 

Dear Chair Espero, Vice Chair Kidani, and Committee Members: 

The Hawaii Aquaculture and Aquaponics Association (HAAA), representing Hawaii's aquaculture and 
aquaponics industry statewide would like to testify in support of SB 2397, "Relating to Fire Sprinklers", 
with amendments. This bill as written would remove the requirement for installation or retrofitting of fire 
sprinklers for new or existing detached one- and two-family dwelling unit in a structure used only for 
residential purposes. The HAAA requests that this bill be amended to expand this exclusion to all 
nonresidential agricultural and aquacultural buildings and structur~s located outside the urban zone, as 
such buildings and structures are often located far from existing public water systems and fire hydrants of 
sufficient volume and pressure to meet requirements for the installation or retrofitting and operation of 
such fire sprinkler systems without adding unnecessary hardship to Hawaii's farming and ranching 
community. 

The HAAA is currently supporting bills that would reduce the cost and construction time of low-risk farm 
structures by exempting such structures from county building permit requirements. SB 2397 with the 
requested amendments would further support the permitting relief that such an exemption would provide 
for Hawaii's farmers and ranchers. We therefore urge you to support of SB 2397 as amended, and ask 
that it be passed out of committee. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~;?~ 
Ronald P. Weidenbach 
HAAA President 
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LATE TESTIMONY 
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Phone: 808-487~041 • Fax: 808-488-6481 
island Toll Free: 1~01J..644..2882 
E-mail: sales@rmasalesco.com 
Webs.ite: 

Cottnnittee on Public Safety, Government OperatiOllS, anci Military Affairs 
State Capitol, ROOlll. 231 
Honolulu, Hi 96813 

Re: SB 2397, Relating to Fire Sprinklers 

Honorable Chair Espew and Members of the Committee: 

My name is Anthony Borge, General Mana.ger ofRMA Sales. RMA Sales is a small, locally owned and 
operated company that started business in 1961. We fubricate and distribute vinyl, aluminum window and door 
products/components as well as other related building materials to the construction trade. We currently employ 
a full-time staff of 16. 

We are in support of SB 2397 that which prohibits the counties from requiring installation or retrofitting of 
automatic fire sprinkler systems in new Of existing one or two family dwellings used for residential purposes. 

We firmly believe in the safety of our homes to protect the occupants not only from nature's elements and 
. natural disasters, but fire hazards/accidents as well. The constant improvement in technology has provided 

homeowners with the tools, materials and devices to enhance. in-home fire protection. Examples of these safety 
improvements to residential.homes that have resulted in the reduction in household fires, injury and death 
include: 

• Interconnected, hardwired smoke alarm systems 
• Carbon monoxide detectors 
• Improved fire ratings on building materials and furnishings 

Fire sprinkler systems for residential use is another tool and optiOil currently available to homeowners that 
should remain just that: an option. Mandating fire sprinkler systems in residential dwellings will significantly 
increase the cost of home ownership and fall short of the desired intent. 

Thank you. 

• 



· LATE TESTIMONY TestImony of Glenn Ida . . 
Representing, 

The Plumbers and Fitters Union, Local 675 
1109 Bethel St., Lower Level 

Honolulu, Hi. 96813 

In Opposition ofSB 2397 

Before the Senate: 
Committee on Committee on Public Safety, Government Operations, 

and Military Affairs 
Thursday, Jan. 26, 2012 

2:50 PM, Conference Room 224 

Aloha Chair Espero, Vice-Chair Kidani and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Glenn Ida; I represent the 1300 plus active members and about 600 retirees of the 
Plumbers and Fitters Union, Local 675. 

Local 675, is in Opposition ofSB 2397, SD2 which Prohibits counties from requiring 
installation or retrofitting of automatic fire sprinklers in new or existing one or two family 
dwelling units used only for residential purposes. 

The requirement of fire sprinklers in multifamily occupancies started in the 1980's. An optional 
International Residential Code (IRe) Appendix extended those requirements to single-family 
homes in 2006, and in 2008 the members of the International Code Council approved fire 
sprinklers as a standard feature to be included in all new homes. The action was upheld on 
appeal and later reaffirmed at a 2009 public hearing before the ICC Residential Building Code 
Committee, which oversees the IRC. As a result the fire sprinkler requirement will be included 
in the 2012 edition of the International Residential Code (IRC). 

I was advised by our Union's Training Coordinator, Mr. Harold McDermott, that he is a member 
on a sub-committee of the State's Building Codes Council discussing the issue of residential fire 
sprinklers along with other stakeholders which will provide a report before the requirement 
goes into effect. He estimated the cost for a system would be around $4000.00 for a 1500Sq ft., 
home, but added that the homeowner would receive some savings on homeowner insurance. 
How do you put a price on a safety feature, which may save lives and property? 

Local 675 believes thatthis Bill is premature and the work of the sub-committee be allowed to 
finish and give its recommendations to the State Building Code Council. 

Therefore, Local 675 Opposes SB 2397. 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 

Glenn Ida, 808-295-1280 
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