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April 9, 2012

To:  Senator Josh Green, Chair
And members of the Committee on Health

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HCR 12 DESIGNATING JANUARY 22-
28,2012 AS “REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS AWARENESS WEEK,” TO
ENCOURAGE PUBLIC AWARENESS, CONVERSATION, AND
SUPPORT FOR REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS AWARENESS

Hawaii Youth Services Network (HYSN), a statewide coalition of youth-serving
organizations, supports HCR 12 Designating January 22-28, 2012 as
“Reproductive Rights Awareness Week,” to encourage public awareness,
conversation, and support for reproductive rights awareness.

Communities benefit when young people have the information, skills, and access
to services that enables them to make healthy lifestyle decisions about their
sexual health.

Since the week of January 22-28, 2012 has already taken place, HYSN
recommends an amendment to designate the 4™ week of January of each year as
Reproductive Rights Awareness Week.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,
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Judith F. Clark
Executive Director

United| 23y

Way | e

Aloha United Way



HYSN page 2

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.
Sincerely,
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Judith F. Clark
Executive Director



April 12,2012

Senator Josh Green, M.D., Chair
Committee On Health

HCR 12, Designating January 22-28, 2012 as "Reproductive Rights Awareness Week," to
encourage public awareness, conversation, and support for reproductive rights awareness.

Thursday, April 12, 2012
1:45 PM, State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street

Senator Green, Senator Nishihara, and other distinguished committee members, I want to thank you
for this opportunity to address HCR 12.

My name is Megan Noble and [ am a graduate student at the Myron B. Thompson School of Social
Work at the University of Hawai'i at Manoa. [ am testifying in support of HCR 12, to designate
January 22-28, as "Reproductive Rights Awareness Week," because it is important for women and
men to know women's reproductive health rights.

Recently, there has been media reports about the "War on Women," with political debates between
limiting birth control access including outlawing abortion. According to the Guttmacher Institute, in
2011, 1,100 state laws on women's reproductive rights were introduced. This is a scary thought, that
there should be some control over women in terms of birth control, abortion, and other reproductive
and health issues. I oppose the idea of taking away women's reproductive rights, because it will
decrease women's quality of life. Women being able to plan their families and control their own
lives, will make for a better quality of life for everyone.

If there is more concentration on bringing awareness to reproductive rights, then more people will
understand how women's reproductive rights effects everyone. Majority of voters believe that
women's reproductive issues are personal issues that should be dealt with by women and their
doctors. Yet, both men and women are capable of being against or in favor of reproductive rights.
Building more awareness, will encourage people to make decisions that will improve their quality of
life.

Opverall, I am in favor of HCR 12, because having an annual Reproductive Health Awareness Week,
can empower people to plan and prepare for their health.

Thank you for your attention.

Megan Noble

Master of Social Work Candidate
University of Hawai'i at Manoa
Mobile Number: 808-781-6350
Home Number: 808-839-0131



