The Judiciary, State of Hawaii
Testimony to the Senate Committee on Ways and Means
The Honorable David Y. Ige, Chair
The Honorable Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair

Tuesday, April 3, 2012, 8:30 a.m.
State Capitol, Conference Room 211

by

Tom Mick
Policy and Planning Department Head, Judiciary

WRITTEN COMMENTS ONLY

Bill No. and Title: House Bill No. 304, H.D. 1, Proposed S.D. 1, Relating to State Finances

Purpose: Appropriates moneys from the general fund to maintain funding levels of programs
for public health, safety, welfare, and education.

Judiciary's Position:

The Judiciary strongly supports Section 61 of House Bill No. 304, H.D. 1, Proposed S.D.1,
which appropriates $975,000 from the general fund to the Judiciary for domestic violence
services. Legislative actions in 2009 reduced the Judiciary’s FY 2010 budget base by $11.5
million (7.6% from FY 2009 to FY 2010) and eliminated 79 positions or 4% of the Judiciary’s
permanent workforce. Further cuts were made to Judiciary’s budget base in the following two
fiscal years so its budget is now at less than $133 million, or a more than 13% reduction since
FY 2009. This necessitated significant cuts in funding for domestic violence services by the
First, Second, Third, and Fifth Circuits, as well as the various treatment courts. Some programs
were eliminated while others were significantly reduced. These cuts led to fewer services being
available and fewer clients served, and longer waits to access services. They also contributed to
the loss of 10 or more staff in direct service to victims and perpetrators of domestic violence,
resulting in a decrease in parenting groups, crisis intervention services, victim support, and
batterers treatment; a reduction in temporary restraining order (TRO) clients served at various
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sites, and victim services delivered; a significant reduction in safety planning services and other
services to children exposed to domestic violence; an increase in wait time for batterers trying to
enter treatment and counseling services, which means more untreated batterers residing in
communities, decreasing the safety of their victims and the community in general; a decrease in
the number of sites available to obtain services for batterers, victims, or children — on the
Neighbor Islands this often means that services are unavailable unless the person seeking
services has access to a car and is able to drive many miles; increases in requirements and fees
for fee-for-services, making programs unavailable to those who cannot pay; a decrease in
supervised visitations; a reduction in service provider staff work hours; and waitlists for almost
all services, including waitlists for TRO support and filings. Court statistics show that from FY
2008 to FY 2011, domestic abuse protective order filings increased by more than 16%, even as
the availability and extent of domestic violence services were decreasing. While some relief
occurred with the passage of Act 191, SLH 2010, which provided $1 million from the
Emergency Budget and Reserve Fund to the Judiciary for domestic violence services, these funds
will expire at the end of FY 2012 and the Judiciary does not have any funds available to absorb
this loss and thereby continue these services. The proposed appropriation would enable us to
continue such services at the present level, assuming no other cuts are made to the Judiciary
budget.

The Judiciary also supports the intent of Section 64 to appropriate funds for the VVeterans
Treatment Court. However, it only appropriates $1 for just one year, FY 2013. House Bill No.
2798, H.D. 3, S.D. 1, related to Veterans Court proposes positions and funding and may be a
more appropriate vehicle for this.

The Judiciary offers the following comments on Sections 62 and 63 of House Bill No. 304,
H.D. 1, Proposed S.D.1, which appropriate funds from the general fund to the Judiciary for the
following organizations: Domestic Violence Action Center to provide specialized legal and
advocacy services for victims of domestic violence ($570,000), Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii
to provide pro bono legal services for indigent persons ($300,000), Legal Aid Society of Hawaii
to provide general civil legal services ($800,000), and Hawaii Family Law Clinic to provide
services to obtain TROs ($282,000). The identified funding would be helpful to these programs,
which provide valuable services to Hawaii’s citizens and have suffered along with many other
organizations as a result of the economic situation in Hawaii. However, the Judiciary’s concern
is to ensure that because the funding amounts identified constitute an addition to the original
Judiciary budget request contained in House Bill No. 1800, H.D. 2, S.D. 1, their addition does
not come with a corresponding reduction to any items already included in our base budget
request.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill No. 304, H.D.1, Proposed S.D.1.
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DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE
STATE OF HAWAII
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RELATING TO STATE FINANCES

House Bill No. 304, H.D. 1, Proposed S.D. 1, appropriates $67,620,555 in
general funds for 72 grants-in-aid and departmental programs in the Departments of
the Attorney General, Education, Health, Human Services, and Labor and Industrial
Relations, and the Judiciary. The bill appropriates $9,749,630 for various
grants-in-aid and $57,870,925 for various departmental programs.

The department recognizes that assisting non-profit, health and human
services agencies is a significant role and support of government. Given the sizable
appropriation proposed in this bill, the committee should consider the accountability
and fiscal sustainability of these levels of funding. For a number of departments, this
funding would represent an expansion of current departmental programs.
Furthermore, as we’ve all experienced over the past economic downcycle of the last
5-6 years, funding levels for departments, agencies and even non-profit
organizations were not sustainable. The State rightfully expects governmental
departments and agencies to operate more efficiently and accountably coming out of
the economic recession. As fiscal budgets start to return to capacity, the same
should be exhibited and expected of State grantees. Given the current economic
conditions, | question whether it is financially prudent to establish increased funding

levels at this
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juncture since those levels will not be sustainable. A more fiscally cautious approach
should be undertaken when considering departmental program expansions.

| encourage the Legislature to consider both the short-term and long-term

impacts of major increases in recurring expenditures at this juncture.



TESTIMONY OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE, 2012

ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE:
H.B. NO. 304, H.D. 1, PROPOSED S.D. 1, RELATING TO STATE FINANCES.

BEFORE THE:

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS

DATE: Tuesday, April 03, 2012 TIME: 8:30 a.m.
LOCATION: State Capitol, Room 211

TESTIFIER(S): David M. Louie, Attorney General, or
Julie Ebato, Crime Prevention and Justice Assistance Division Administrator

Chair Ige and Members of the Committee:

The Department of the Attorney General (the “Department)” supports the intent of this
bill. In regard to section 73 that relates to the Department, we strongly support the $466,140 for
statewide sexual assault crisis and clinical services for adult victims of sexual assault and minors
and their families of extra-familial sexual assault. We have asked for that funding to be placed in
H.B. No. 2012, Relating to the State Budget. In the event that it is not included in H.B.

No. 2012, however, we certainly support including that funding in this bill. This is a recurring
cost and a program within the Department.

We respectfully ask the Committee to pass this bill with the recommended amendment.
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Date: 04/03/2012

Committee: Senate Ways and Means

Department: Education

Person Testifying: Kathryn S. Matayoshi, Superintendent of Education

Title of Bill: HB 0304,HD1,SD1 Proposed (HSCR727-12) RELATING TO STATE
FINANCES.

Purpose of Bill: Allows the Department of Budget and Finance to enter into agreements

with other bond issuers to pool bond allocations. (HB304 HD1)

Department's Position:
The Department of Education supports this bill.



NEIL KATHRYN S.
ABERCROMBIE MATAYOSHI
GOVERNOR SUPERINTENDENT
STATE OF HAWAI'I
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
WAILUKU ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
355 SO. HIGH STREET
WAILUKU, HAWAI'l 96793
TO: Whom It May Concern
FROM: Beverly Stanich, Principal W
DATE: March 23, 2012

SUBJECT: Support for Read Aloud Program-RAP

Our school has been fortunate enough to participate in the RAP program for two
nonconsecutive years, 2009-10 and 2011-12. We ask that you consider the short and long
term benefits our students and families experienced when deciding on funding the
continuation of this program

RAP addresses literacy and strengthens family values. Active and involved parents took full
advantage of the program, attending multiple sessions. But RAP’s speciatappeal is to that
growing population of parents that don't usually become involved with the school. It reaches
those segments of our community that typically don't come out for school events by providing
them with dinner for their family and food for their minds. It teaches parents the importance
of reading to and with their children using humor and building a sense of excitement. It draws
them into using the public library, to spending more time as a family and less time watching
TV.

In each year that we participated, we experienced the largest turnout at parent events in the
history of our school-increases in excess of 300%. Parent feedback was overwhelmingly
positive, asking for RAP to be a constant, continuously offered event. This led to us
participating for the second year, with the hope that it will be supported and funded for the
future and for other schools to experience.

We know first hand the constraints placed on budgets in this economy. The decisions you
make with limited funding are tough ones. We ask that you keep RAP in mind when it comes
to programs that make a difference in the lives of our children and the families raising our
next generation. Thank you for your consideration.



UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI‘l SYSTEM
Legislative Testimony

Testimony Presented Before the
Senate Committee on Ways and Means
April 3, 2012 at 8:30am
by
John Morton
Vice President for Community Colleges, University of Hawai'i

HB304 HD1 Proposed SD1 - RELATING TO STATE FINANCES
Chair Ige, Vice Chair Kidani and Members of the Committee:

The support from the Hawai‘i Department of Human Services, through a Taskorder from
2002- 2010, the “Rainy Day fund” in 2011, and the County of Maui have allowed development
of the UH Maui College Maui Oral Health Center (MOHC). The Mission of the MOHC is
Education and Service. The MOHC provides the clinical education site for the Dental Assisting
(DA) Certificate and The Dental Hygiene (DH) Associate Degree Programs. In addition, it
services as the primary access to dental care for Medicaid eligible and uninsured dental patients
on Maui. Currently, UH Maui College MOHC has 2 full time staff dentists, and 2 dentists
enrolled in the residence program from Lutheran Medical Center in New York. The American
Dental Association Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA) accredits all the DA, DH, and
Dental Residency programs. The table below illustrates the number of patient visits. There are
between 800-1,000 patient visits per month at the Maui Oral Health Center.

Maui Oral Health Center Patient Visits
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In 2011 UHMC was recognized by the Hawai'i Dental Association in January 2011 for
collaborative activities to enhance dental care on Maui and in Hawai'‘i (see attached
information). It is important to note that without access to dental care, patients with acute dental
problem seek care in the Maui Memorial Medical Center Emergency room, the most expensive
care possible.

The table below illustrates DHS data that shows the cost of flying dental patients to

O‘ahu for care. The low number of patients flow to O‘ahu from Maui is due to access on Maui at
MOHC.

Neighbor Island patients to O‘ahu 7/1/09-6/30/10

# TOTAL
Children | $ Children |# Adult| $ Adult # TOTAL $
Hilo 1752 |$517,892.60| 7 $ 1,148.20| 1759 |$519,040.80
Kona 382 $120,716.59| 4 $ 1,259.30 386 |%$121,975.89
Maui 187 $ 57,859.72| 27 |$ 5,174.35| 214 |$ 63,034.07
Lana'i 8 $ 2,496.00] 2 $ 669.00, 10 $ 3,165.00
Kaua'i 371 $112,440.17| 86 |%$15,330.54| 457 |%$127,770.71
Moloka'il 106 $ 46,741.10| 8 $ 2,466.60 114 |$ 49,207.70
TOTAL 2806 | $858,146.18| 134 | $26,047.99 2940 |($884,194.17

The proposed $100,000 of Department of Human Services support for “adult dental
care” would permit the University of Hawai‘i Maui College Maui Oral Health Center to provide
oral care as well as an educational lab for Dental Assisting and Dental Hygiene students.
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KAANA MANA‘o
by Clyde Sakamoto

ast month,
the Hawaii
Dental Asso-
ciation recog:
nized Nancy
Johnson and
me for our
roles in devel-
oping the Maui Oral Health
_ Care Center and University of
Hawail Maui College dental
programs. But we represent
only two players in a much
larger cast that brought basic
dental health care services to
Maui.

Ten years ago, Maui County
District Health Officer Lotrin
Pang and Dr. Fumio Tsuji ad-
vised the college that one third
of our local residents lacked

basic oral care. The college

Ieadershlp conttf,lrmed that the
need was dire and that our local
percentages reflected state and
national statistics.

Responding to the oral care
needs of our community was
complex and required the help
of a large number of ulppomvc
partners.

But identifying unmet needs

- and addressing important, per-

sistent  challenges  provide
hwher education with Opportu-

nities (o serve students and

community simultaneously;
that's the story behind the
Maui Oral Health Care Center
and the college’s dental pro-
grams.

In 2002, the collc,gc estab-
lished the center when Dr.
Mickey Damerell donated den-
tal equipment, and Herb Ushi-
roda, owner of a local dental
office, installed an access ele-

vatol in his bulldmg and of-
fered the college a fdvorablc
lease.

College faculty and smﬁ col-
laboxated to develop the Dental
Assisting and Dental Hyglene
Programs and the Maui Oral

Heaﬁlth Center. In the spring of

2003, the Dental Assisting
program graduated its first stu-
dents. ;

The Dental Hygienc pro-
oram was added in 2009,

To make the program self-.

sustaining, the mayor, Maui
County Council and state di-
rectors of health and human
services helped develop fund-
ing and Medicaid support for

the college, benetiting both

dental services and the CC[ULd—
tion program.

Hinally, the col!ege part-
nered with the New York

Lutheran Medical Center Den-

members

tal Residence Program, which
brought us three dental resi-
dents and two staff denti
‘They serve patients and offe
clinical practice opportunitics
for UH-MC students.

And what difference has this

made? In 2010, the center pro-

vided dental care to more than
3,000 patients in more than
1,000 appointments. Overall,
the program has Served ap-
proximately 8,000 patients for
a total of 61,700 appeint-
ments. By May 2011, 142
dental assistants and nine den-
tal hygienists will have com-
pleted their respective pro-
grams. ‘

Our program owes its vitali-

ty to the many community
who have con
tributed their time, expertise,
and resources.

We

1re indebted to more

-MC

than 50 Maui dentists, 30 or-
ganizations, and 100 donors
— including the Strong Foun—

- dation.

Dr. James Merrett of Maui
Smiles has been involved i
the Maui Oral Health Inmcmve
since 2002,

He and many other dentists
have been guest lecturers and
UH-MC Dental Advisory
Committee members. They
have also funded supplies, stu-
dent scholarships, and extern-
ship sites in their offices.

Dr. Merrett said he has en-
joyed being involved with the
programs.

“It oives me a chance to
oive back to my community
and raise the level of dental
care to the public,” he said.
“The students that graduate
from the program are equipped
with the skills that I need to

un my office efficiently,
while offermg optimal care o
our pcmcntq

There were many. many
people who helped create and
sustain these programs and
services. We celebrate our
many partners and are grateful
for the kokua we continuge to
receive.

B Clyde Sakamoto is chancel-
lor of the University of Hawaii
Maui College. Ka ana Mana o,

which  means  ‘Shdaring
thoughts,  is scheduled to ap-
pear on the fourth Sunday of
each month. It is penned by
UH Maui College staff and is

_intended to provide the com-

munity of Maui County infor-
mation  about  opportunities
available through the college at
its Kahului campus and its edu-
cdtion cenlers.
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DATE: 2 April 2012
ATTN: Committee on Finance

HEARING DATE:  Tuesday, 3 April 2012
HEARING PLACE: Conference Room 211, State Capitol; 415 South Beretania Street
TIME: 8:30AM

HB 304, in reference to HB 2798 HD3 SD1: RELATING TO A VETERANS TREATMENT
COURT. Establishes the Temporary Hawaii Veterans Treatment Court within the First Judicial Circuit
Court. Appropriates funds

WEB: http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/
Note to clerk: (Please print 4 copies including original)

Good morning, Honorable chairpersons and committee members. | am Dr. Kenneth Hirsch, Director of
the Traumatic Stress Disorders Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs, Pacific Islands Health
Care System (VAPIHCS). | am also a Veteran. | appreciate this opportunity to strongly support HB 304
and HB 2798 HD3 SD1, a bill for the establishment of a temporary Veterans Treatment Court in
Hawaii.

Ladies and Gentleman, currently, there are 1.7 million Veterans of these wars in the United States (Dept
of VA). A 12 March 2007 Journal of Internal Medicine article estimates that as many as 25-30% of
returning Veterans suffer from mental illness, with the lowest estimates in other studies being in the range
of 18-20%, including primarily posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD), depression, other anxiety disorders
and substance use disorders. Compounding this is the incidence of postconcussion syndrome, more
commonly referred to as traumatic brain injury (TBI). The substance use disorders most commonly
develop as a result of the Veteran’s efforts at self-medication. Sadly, the symptoms of certain of these
combat injuries sometimes lead directly to behaviors that involve Veterans in the judicial system, this
being especially true of PTSD and postconcussion syndrome, and the secondary substance use disorders.
Each of these causes impairment in judgment in two different and equally important realms:

1. Interpretation of situations: there is increased and unrealistic perception of risk, danger and
threat. This presents as hypervigilance and paranoia, distrust of others and is characterized
further by a lack of recognition of the person’s inaccurate interpretation.

2. Selection of behavioral responses, with a tendency towards immediate lashing out, either verbal
or physical, with clear deficits in the ability to consider consequences of behavior before acting,
and further difficulties in understanding the inappropriateness of one’s actions.

Both of these involve problems in what is referred to as “executive functioning”: this includes functions
like sequential planning, thinking before acting, exercising self-control over impulses, attention &
concentration and insight into one’s own thinking and behavior.

It is the purpose of a Veteran’s Treatment Court to divert Veterans who have run afoul of the law as a
result of such injuries and consequent difficulties into treatment rather than incarceration. Such a
proposition is predicated upon:
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1. The belief that if the violations came about as a result of injuries sustained in the service of our
country, the Veteran deserves treatment for the injury and special consideration in terms of legal
consequences.

2. The experience of other such special courts has shown that such diversion results in a far lower
rate of recidivism than that demonstrated by other offenders, and by Veteran offenders who do
not enter such diversion programs.

3. The cost savings generated by such special courts are far in excess of the costs of the courts and
other supportive infrastructure.

4. The majority of the cost of treatment is transferred from the State and local community to the
federal government (Department of Veterans Affairs), by virtue of agreements with the
Department of Veterans Affairs, Pacific Islands Health Care System, which has already
committed to provide the treatment necessary for all eligible Veterans — a service which it cannot
provide to incarcerated Veterans.

I would like to offer a few other supporting points for consideration:

1. At the beginning of the calendar year, there were 408 incarcerated Veterans in Hawaii jails,
excluding any in federal facilities. Based upon a screening of probation records, it is estimated
that there are currently between 30 and 50 potential Veteran participants in such a diversion
program.

2. While a Veterans® Treatment Court would require funding, with incarceration costs of roughly
$50,000 per year, successful diversion of only six Veterans would not only pay for the Court, but
provide savings for the State.

3. In Buffalo, statistics from the longest operating Veterans’ Treatment Court indicate that:

a. 90% of enrollees complete the diversion program successfully.
b. The recidivism rate for those completing the program is zero percent (0%).

4. A Veterans’ Treatment Court is different from the existing Mental Health and Drug Courts.
Indeed, Judge Russell, in Buffalo, who started the first Veterans’ Treatment Court, was the
presiding judge for the Mental Health and Drug Courts in Buffalo, and found that the special
characteristics of both the Veterans and the combination of service-related injuries were far more
effectively dealt with by a distinct special court than by attempting to utilize the existing Mental
Health and Drug Courts. The Veterans’ Treatment Court does not represent a duplication of
services or processes; the problems addressed by the Veterans’ Treatment Court are qualitatively
different from those addressed by Mental Health and Drug Courts, and the interventions are
similarly different. For example, Mental Health Court does not address either Posttraumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD) or traumatic brain injury. No existing special courts include a mentorship
program, a critical component of the Veterans Treatment Court, and one which the VA-PIHCS
has committed to developing.

At a prior Committee hearing, the question was posed as to the level of financial contribution the VA
would be making with regards to the proposed Veterans’ Treatment Court were the Bill to be
implemented. I include the following as cost estimates in response to that question:



Mental Health care may include both outpatient and residential care for PTSD, as well as depression,
substance abuse, etc.
Programmatic costs:

» Salary/benefits for the Veteran Justice Outreach staff member and the Veterans’
Treatment Court Mentorship Coordinator (GS11 and GS12 respectively): estimated at
$85,280 and $114,081 respectively, for a total of $199,361.

Per patient costs are roughly,

» Outpatient, evidence-based treatment for PTSD: $ 3,200
» Medication management for one year: $ 2,000
» Other groups and individual sessions for one year: $ 4,900
» Substance abuse treatment, if necessary, for one year: $ 3,500
» Residential PTSD treatment, if necessary: $ 24,000

The above programmatic and per patient costs exclude:

» Costs of inpatient psychiatric treatment if such should become necessary.

» Vocational rehabilitation and supported employment services and disability payments for
which the participant may well be eligible, and for which he/she would not be eligible if
incarcerated.

In terms of the costs that would accrue to the State of Hawaii, the last estimates that | have regarding the
estimated budget is less than an appropriation of $250,000 per year, including the dollars requested in HB
2798 by the Judiciary and unspecified amounts likely to be needed to augment the Offices of the
Prosecutor and the Public Defender.

Assuming the following:

» Estimated incarceration cost slightly in excess of $50,000 per year;

» Success rate of approximately 85% (as opposed to the 90% rate observed elsewhere);

» Participation by only 30 of the estimated currently eligible 40 Veterans in the judicial system
currently (higher participation rate is anticipated);

It is estimated that savings would accrue to the State slightly in excess of $1,000,000 annually:

» Cost if incarcerated for one year: 30 x $50,000 = $1,500,000
» Cost assuming 85% success rate (15% failing and becoming incarcerated): $225.000
» Anticipated annual savings: $1,275,000
With a program cost of even $300,000 to the State, success with only 6 of 30 participants

would yield a break even situation for the State.

I would emphasize that the fiscal savings do not even begin to address the social savings that have been
demonstrated in similar programs nationwide.

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for giving me the opportunity to testify on behalf of this very important
piece of legislation, which I urge you to both pass and fund.



TO: COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair

FROM: Eldon L. Wegner, Ph.D.
POLICY ADVISORY BOARD FOR ELDER AFFAIRS (PABEA)

HEARING: 8:30 am Tuesday, April 3, 2012
Conference Room 211, Hawaii State Capitol

SUBJECT: HB 304 Proposed SD1 Relating to State Finances. The purpose of this Act
is to appropriate moneys to support programs essential to education,
public health, and public welfare and begin to repair the decimated safety
net.

POSITION: The Policy Advisory Board for Elder Affairs, supports HB 304
Proposed SD 1. Our priorities are as follows:

1) $1.4 million in the Governor’s budget for the Aging and Disability Resource Centers,
which when implemented will enable the State to draw down Federal funds to
cover much of the operating expenses;

2) $4.8 million to maintain services in the home for 1300-3000 frail elderly persons;

3) $426,722 to maintain the Healthy Aging Partnership program which has been shown
to save signifiancant expenses by lower emergency room use, lower hospital
admissions, fewer physician visits, and overall higher levels of functioning through
chronic disease management and senior fitness for vulnerable elderly.

RATIONALE:

The Policy Board for Elder Affairs has a statutory obligation to advocate on behalf of the
senior citizens of Hawaii. While we advise the Executive Office on Aging, we do not
speak on behalf of the Executive Office of Aging.

The reductions in services have jeopardized the well-being of the most vulnerable
populations in our state. Although we know the available funds are still limited as we
make a slow economic recovery, there are some funds which can be used to address
these serious health and social needs.

The programs which maintain the health and functioning of frail seniors and which
enable them to be cared for by their families in their homes are highly cost-effective by
reducing health costs, reducing expensive residential/institutional placement, and
reducing enroliment in Medicaid.

The needs of our seniors for services such as meals are immediate — they can’t be
postponed. Ignoring them will have immediate negative consequences. We need to
meet these basic needs and live up to our community values as the Aloha state.



STATE OF HAWAII
STATE COUNCIL

ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
919 ALA MOANA BOULEVARD, ROOM 113
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96814
TELEPHONE: (808) 586-8100 FAX: (808) 586-7543

April 3, 2012

The Honorable David Y. Ige, Chair

The Honorable Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Senate Committee on Ways and Means
Twenty-Sixth Legislature

State Capitol

State of Hawaii

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Senators Ige and Kidani and Members of the Committees:
SUBJECT: HB 304 HD1 Proposed SD1 — RELATING TO FINANCES

The State Council on Developmental Disabilities (DD) STRONGLY SUPPORTS
HB 304 HD1 Proposed SD1. The purpose of the bill is to appropriate moneys from the
general fund to maintain funding levels of programs for public health, welfare, and
education.

The Council appreciates the Legislature’s action through this bill to restore
essential health and human services that were cut or terminated over the past several
years. Any appropriations provided in the bill would help rebuild Hawaii’'s fragile safety
net for its most vulnerable populations.

The bill addresses the following essential services for individuals with DD and
their families:

1. Page 1, Section 2, lines 15-18 and Page 2, lines 1-2: Department of Health
Respite Program ($114,467)
The Council asks for your consideration in amending the amount of the
appropriation from $114,467 to $200,000. Funding is shared by the Adult
Mental Health Division, Child and Adolescent Mental Health Division, DD
Division and Family Health Services Division. The funds provide respite
care services to families providing home care to a family member who is
1) an infant or toddler from birth to three years of age with a
developmental delay; 2) an adult with serious mental iliness; 3) a child
with serious emotional disabilities; 4) a child with a serious or terminal
illness; and 5) an adult or child with DD, and provides support services
and training to families and caregivers.
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2.

3.

Page 3, Section 6, lines 5-10: Aging and Disability Resource Center ($1.4m)

Page 3, Section 7, lines 11-16: DOH DD Medicaid Waiver Program ($1.5m)
The funding will be maximized with federal match funds at 50.48% (federal)
and 49.52% (state). DD Division currently serves 2,800 individuals with
intellectual and/or DD (I/DD) in the Waiver program that provides adult day
health, personal assistance, respite, skilled nursing, training and consultation,
transportation, etc.

Page 4, Section 9, lines 1-6: Long-Term Adult Supports and Resources
Program. ($150,000) This program is administered by the DD Division to
provide individualized supports to people with I/DD to live in the community.
This program is for individuals who are not eligible for Medicaid or any other
federally-reimbursed services.

Page 6, Section 16, lines 7-17: Children’s Oral Health Services ($300,000)

Page 8, Section 23, lines 13-18: Preschool Development Screening Program
($436,596)

Page 14, Section 42, lines 14-21, and Page 15, lines 1-4: Adult dental care
provided at Federally Qualified Health Centers ($1.9m)

Page 15, Section 43, lines 5-11: University of Hawaii Maui Community
College Adult Dental Care Program ($100,000)

Page 18, Section 52, lines 7-14: Statewide Independent Living Services
($450,000)

10.Page 24, Section 66, lines 6-14: Advocacy services provided to individuals

with DD and mental illness through the Hawaii Disability Rights Center
($165,000)

The Council appreciates the Legislature’s ongoing support for individuals with
I/DD and their families. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in strong
support of HB 304 HD1 Proposed SD1.

Sincerely,

qg,m, Lobvadly

tte K.Y.”Cabral, MSW
tive Administrator

Ann Salvador

M=
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Testimony of the Department of Community Services
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H.B. 304, Proposed S.D. 1, Relating to State Finances.
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LOCATION: State Capitol, Room 211 COMMITTEE REQUESTS 1 COPIES

TESTIFIER(S): Samuel E.H. Moku, Director
(Written testimony only. For more information, please call
Elizabeth Bethea, Elderly Affairs Division, at 768-7708.)

Chair Ige and Members of the Committee:
The Department of Community Services strongly supports this bill.

The Elderly Affairs Division (EAD) of the Department of Community Services is
Honolulu’s designated Area Agency on Aging and operates in accordance with the Older
Americans Act of 1965 to coordinate, advocate, and improve services to assist older persons in
leading independent, meaningful, and dignified lives in their own homes and communities for as
long as possible. As the Aging and Disability Resource Center for Honolulu county, EAD
provides information and referrals; linkages to essential services; assistance with applications for
benefits; and case management support to seniors, persons of any age with any kind of disability,
and caregivers.

This bill includes appropriations for the following safety net programs that are essential
to maintain the health and welfare of our most vulnerable seniors and persons with disabilities:

Aqging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) The ADRC serves as the single entry
point into the long term care system for seniors, persons of any age with any type of
disability, and caregivers, who receive information, referrals, assistance in applying for
benefits, and personalized linkages to services. The ADRC streamlines the process of
acquiring support necessary to age in place in one’s home and community, and acts as a
diversion from expensive institutional care.
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Kupuna Care The Kupuna Care program includes essential services that support the
needs of the increasing population of frail elderly residents in Hawaii who cannot live at
home without adequate help from family or formal services. The Kupuna Care program
includes services such as attendant care, case management, chore, home-delivered meals,
homemaker, personal care, and transportation. Since 1999, this program has
demonstrated increasing success in providing affordable home- and community-based
services that enable seniors to age in place in their homes, thus saving the State the
burden of supporting institutional long-term care for an exploding population of seniors.

Healthy Aging Partnership Program Through the Healthy Aging Partnership, EAD
implements Stanford University’s Chronic Disease Self-Management Program, an
evidence-based program that provides education, training, and support groups to persons
with chronic conditions to assist them in managing their own care. EnhanceFitness is an
evidence-based exercise program that focuses on maintaining strength, flexibility, and
balance to maintain health and function of older adults. Similar evidence-based self-
management programs have also been introduced for arthritis and diabetes. The results
of these programs have been overwhelmingly positive. As a diversion from costly
institutional care, these prevention and health maintenance programs bring the State
significant cost savings.

Senior Centers Multi-purpose senior centers coordinate and integrate services for older
adults, such as congregate meals, community education, health screening, exercise and
health promotion programs, and transportation. The socialization and recreation
opportunities offered by senior centers are crucial in keeping seniors active and engaged,
one of the most effective ways of preventing or delaying loneliness, isolation, depression,
and related declines in mental and physical health. Healthy Aging programs and Senior
Centers act in a preventive and health maintenance manner to stabilize and ultimately
improve the health and well-being of seniors, enhancing the their ability to remain in
their own home and community, and saving the State costly medical, hospital, and
institutional care costs.

We strongly support funding for these programs, and we respectfully ask that this bill be passed.
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Testimony of Al Hamai on HD304, HD1, SD1, Relating to State Finances

Hearing Of Senate Ways and Means Committee
April 3, 2012, 8:30 a.m. Conference Room 211

Chair David Y. Ige, Vice Chair Michelle N. Kidani and Members of the
Committee,

HARA concurs with the purpose of this bill, which “Is to appropriate
moneys to support programs essential to education pubic health, and
public welfare and begin to repair the decimated safety net."

We are very pleased that your Committee has included the following
which are legislative priorities for HARA on behalf of seniors:

One, the $4.8 million for Kupuna Care, included in Section 5 of the
proposed SD1. But we urge the Committee to add an additional $4.2 million
to strengthen the safety net for seniors in need of assistance by serving
1,254-3,398 individuals depending on level of impairment;

Two, the $1.4 million for ADRC, included in Section 6 of proposed SD1;

Three, the $426,722 for Healthy Aging Partnership included in Section 12 of
proposed SD1.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify on this bill. Mahalo and Aloha.






From: Anne Biedel

To: WAM Testimony
Senate Ways & Means Committee

Subject: Support HB304, HD1

Date: Tuesday, April 3,2012, 8:30 AM
Conference Room 211, State Capitol

Dear Sir or Madam;

I am writing in support of funding for the Read Aloud America program. In my medical practice and
as a volunteer in the program | have seen the positive response from children and their parents
when they get to participate in this experience. Children blossom when they become readers and
often parents who never really had the opportunity to read a book to their kids become actively
involved as well. Please consider keeping this important basic foundation of education for our
children alive and thriving.

Sincerely,

Anne E. Biedel, MD

Maui Medical Group

Lahaina
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VOLUNTEER LEGAL

SERVICES HAWAI |

To: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice-Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

From: L. Dew Kaneshiro, Executive Director
Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii

Re: Testimony on H.B. 304, SD 1
Relating to State Finances

Hearing: April 3, 2012 at 8:30 a.m.

State Capitol, Conference Room 211

Dear Chair Ige, Vice-Chair Kidani, and members of the Committee on Ways and
Means:

Thank you for providing Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii (“Volunteer Legal”) with
this opportunity to testify on H.B. 304, SD 1, Relating to State Finances. We
respectfully urge this Committee to appropriate the proposed funds to the Judiciary
so that it can expend said funds to Volunteer Legal. The expenditure will enable
Volunteer Legal to continue, as it has for the past 30 years, providing legal services
to the indigent, the working poor, the homeless and other vulnerable groups
throughout the State of Hawai’i.

The services to be provided by Volunteer Legal under Section 63 of H.B. 304, S.D. 1
relate to the provision of legal services by Hawaii licensed attorneys who are
recruited by Volunteer Legal’s small staff and who agree to provide an exceptionally
wide range of civil legal services free of charge. Through a variety of services,
individuals walking through Volunteer Legal’s doors experience the difference
between regaining their health and suffering from acute or chronic but untreated
illness, securing a job and unemployment, shelter and homelessness, feeding
themselves and feeding their children, safety and continued exposure to domestic
abuse, economic survival and destitution, and financial stability and bankruptcy. All
of this is accomplished through a service delivery model that provides legal
assistance of the highest quality at a far lower, overall cost, when compared with
other service models.

During the past year, Volunteer Legal has been forced to reduce its operations
significantly. It has half the staff it had before, some of whom are working reduced
hours, with all experiencing cuts in pay. Unquestionably, hundreds of individuals
and families needing legal assistance have been turned away or have not been able to
access the full range of services that Volunteer Legal has provided in the past. Most
will never receive the help they need, as Volunteer Legal is frequently the legal
service provider of last resort.

545 QUEEN STREET * SUITE 100 * HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813
PHONE: (808) 528-7050 * TOLL-FREE: (800) 839-5200 * FAX: (808) 524-2147
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The requested expenditure will help Volunteer Legal to maintain the barest minimum
level of staffing, ensure continuity of the current level of services, and will
complement fundraising efforts by an aggressive campaign in the community to
secure Volunteer Legal’s, and most importantly, its thousands of clients’, futures.

We respectfully ask for your support of the proposed expenditure in favor of
Volunteer Legal set forth in Section H.B. 304, S.D.1.

Thank you.
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Testimony of Lana’i Community Health Center
submitted by Diana V. Shaw, Executive Director

Before the Senate Committee on Ways and Means

April 2, 2012, 8:30 a.m.
State Capitol, Conference Room 211

In Opposition to House Bill 304, HD1, SD1 (AS WRITTEN)
This testimony is submitted in opposition to House Bill 304, HD1, SD 1, as currently written,
by Lana’i Community Health Center (“LCHC”). We thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.
LCHC is Hawaii’s smallest federally qualified health center. It provides essential safety net
services to residents of Lana’i . Section 42 of proposed SD1 seeks to provide funds for adult dental care
g

furnished by federally qualified health centers such as LCHC. However, as currently drafted, the bill
provides funding only for dental care provided at federally qualified health centers. LCHC provides
dental care under an arrangement with a community dentist at the dentist’s office because LCHC is too
small to operate an on-site dental clinic. Accordingly, pursuant to the literal language of the proposed
bill, LCHC is ineligible for any funding for adult dental services. In order for LCHC’s patients to re-
ceive subsidized dental care pursuant to the bill as currently drafted, it would be necessary for them to
travel to one of the larger federally qualified health centers on Oahu, Maui or Molokai obtain dental
treatment at one of their on-site dental clinics.

LCHC is confident that the legislature does not intend to deny LCHC eligibility for funding for
adult dental care services simply because LCHC makes those services available off-site, at the office of
the dentist who is under contract with LCHC to provider dental care for the centers’ patients. Therefore,
LCHC requests that the proposed bill be amended to provide that the appropriated funds shall be used for
“adult dental care provided [at]_or reimbursed by federally qualified health centers” We believe that this
amendment will make LCHC eligible for the dental care funds on an equitable basis with other federally
qualified health centers in Hawaii.

Thank you for your support of the state’s federally qualified health centers.

E Ola no Lana'c
LIFE. HEALTH. and WELL-BEING FORLANA I
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From: E Hayelin

To: WAM Testimony
Senate Ways & Means Committee

Subject: HB304, HD1

Date: Tuesday, April 3,2012, 8:30 AM

Good morning and ALOHA from Hawaii,

I knew the importance and benefit of this program long before that 'Cindy Lou Who'
moment when a 3 yr. old who initially missed her mom terribly as we were separating
(so the parents can be read to as well, teaching or reminding them of the joy it brings)
tugged at my jeans below the knee at the evening's close. | will never my whole life
forget looking down at her smiling face, then across into her mom's as well. Please
vote as if it were your child or grandchild that could possibly lose this. We always say
how 'our children are our future.' This wonderful program is proof we really believe
those words. Promoting reading really will save the country money in the long run I'm
sure

by helping to form better, healthier habits and stronger family and community ties.
Thank you for your time and the for the valuable work done.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Havelin

ps. Last night | attended another Read Aloud reader's personal presentation at a local
library in celebration of black history month. Encouraging reading is truly a gift that
keeps on giving.



From: Elizabeth Poole/MAUIDO/HIDOE®@notes.k12.hi.us
To: WAM Testimony

Senate Ways & Means Committee
Subject: HB304, HD1
Date: Tuesday, April 3, 2012, 8:30 AM

To Whom It May Concern:

The purpose of this letter is to address the overwhelming need to continue funding the RAP (Read Aloud
Program) in Hawaii, and especially on Maui.

As a professional practicing clinician of over 40 years, I have observed the decline in children's ability to stay
focused and interested in schoolwork and reading in particular. It is my opinion that this is due largely in part to
the line we have crossed as a society by allowing children to spend countless hours playing video games and
watching TV. It is rare nowadays to find 2 child who will tell you that reading is a passion that they love. Instead, 1
am told that their favorite thing to do is to play violent and destructive video games endlessly. Many children share
with me that they often have 2 TV in their room, and when they believe their parents are sleeping, they play far
into the night. The following day, they are cranky, tired, and often disruptive to other classmates. Learning in 2
classroom does not lend itself to the instant gratification of a video game, and without explosions and death, it is
certainly less interesting to them.

RAP is a program that offers a workable solution/alternative to helping children discover a world outside of the
constructed and, quite frankly, dismal and awful world of video games. Reading 2 book can take anyone on a
journey to a distant land, a new opportunity, an adventure, a shared experience that one can leamn from or gather
strength and courage, and, of cousse, can inspire a child to reach out beyond their current situation and achieve
something that is worthwhile and that could be a contribution to society. Most of my video gamers highest
aspiration is to work at McDonald's so they can either become a rock star, an atheletic star, or just to be able to
purchase another video game. To me, that is the saddest comment on society today.

With Hawnaii's reading scores being some of the lowest in the nation, it only makes sense to support and enhance
ANY reading program that will instill a life long love and passion for reading. Here on Mauy, at our school (Kihei
Elementary) we are blessed to have the RAP program that is being "hosted” by Timothy Shim, a dynamic, spirited
Maui born son who is exciting the children to read, read, read!! Parents that we have not seen all year are coming
in droves with their children AFTER school to participate. This is establishing 2 sense of community for these
families who are broken and dispirited, trying to make ends meet and raise their children in a hostile environment.
Even during a heavy downpour recently (it NEVER rains in Kihei), we had 2 HUGE turnout! Children who miss
a session will cry to me the following day that they did not get to come. Obviously, it is making an impact that we
cannot measure "quantitatively,” but that we KINOW is planting the seed for future success.

To NOT fund RAP would be a travesty for all concemned, but most of all for the future of Maui and Hawaii.
These children are our FUTURE. If we do not care that they are more interested in a score from a game on a
hand held device, then by all means, pull the funds for continuing this program. If, as we claim, we are about
caring for our Keiki, then we MUST make sure that this program is not only funded, but funded in a way that
more schools can access the benefits that come from participation.

It takes a village to raise a child. Kihei Elementary is that village here on Maui. Please, don't let us flap in the wind
Support us in supporting our children and their families, by instilling in them the passion that comes from reading
a good book, and then another, and then another.

Mabhalo for your consideration.
Malama ko aloha.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth W. Poole, .MA, Children's Mental Health Professional
School Based Behavioral Health Specialist IV

Kihei Elementary School

Maui, HI.



PARTNERS IN CARE
Oahu’s Coalition of Homeless Providers

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 304, HD1, SD1: RELATING TO STATE FINANCES

TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair; Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair, and Members Committee on Ways and
Means

FROM: Gladys Peraro, Advocacy Chair, Partners In Care (PIC)

Hearing: Tuesday, April 3,2012, 8:30 a.m.; CR 211

Chair Ige, Vice Chair Kidani, and Members, Committees on Ways and Means:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of HB304. | am Gladys Peraro, Advocacy Chair for Partners In
Care (PIC). Our coalition focuses on the needs of homeless persons and strategies to end homelessness. PIC strongly supports
the intent of HB304, as it relates to appropriating funding to support public welfare programs, which will provide viable
solutions as agencies across Oahu address the growing crisis of homelessness in our communities.

Partners In Care understands how critical it is for the State to address both the prevention of homelessness and strategies to
move families more rapidly from homelessness into permanent housing solutions. This bill is pivotal as a tool to prevent
homelessness, and in utilizing the strategy of providing shallow subsidies to house homeless families in existing housing while
new affordable rentals are being built.

Partners In Care agencies receive hundreds of calls (respectively) each month from individuals and families seeking assistance
as they struggle to maintain the housing they have. Federal funds that have assisted at risk families to avoid homelessness are
coming to and end. Funding for homeless prevention would provide critical short-term assistance to help families obtain or
retain housing before they become homeless, which is critical in lessening the wave of individuals and families with children
from falling into homelessness.

In transitional shelters, homeless families work hard to change their lives, learn and practice good budgeting skills, obtain
employment, and prioritize the ability to pay rent—but they still cannot afford market rents. For many, public housing has
seemed to be the only option. Providing an allocation to create shallow rent subsidies would provide a new and critical option
to more rapidly move and sustain these families in permanent housing solutions. A shallow rent subsidy (maximum of $300 per
month) would enable 400 to 500 sheltered homeless families move into permanent housing in the community, utilizing existing
rentals, HB304 will be an integral component in making this vision a reality.

PIC supports an additional $2,000,000 to be appropriated to the Department of Human Services’ Homeless Programs Office,
for homeless prevention statewide (HB304, HD1, SD1, Section 54).

PIC supports an additional $1,500,000 to be appropriated to the Department of Human Services’ Homeless Programs Office,
for the creation of a shallow rent subsidy program to assist homeless families and individuals who are ready to rent, with
ongoing rental assistance in order to more rapidly move them onto permanent housing (HB304, HD1, SD1, Section 55).

The total funding requested for the Department of Human Services, Homeless Programs Office, is $3,500,000, an amount
which will make a considerably positive impact in the lives of unsheltered homeless and at risk families, who are most
vulnerable and in need of assistance.

Partners In Care urges your support for HB304 and its multiple strategies to end homelessness in our State.

Partners In Care, ¢/o Aloha United Way, 200 N. Vineyard Blvd. Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817
L
Partners in Care is a membership organization of homeless service providers, other service professionals, units of local and state government, homeless consumers, and
other community representatives located in Hawai’i on O’abu. 1t is a planning, coordinating, and advocacy body that develops recommendations for programs and
services to fill gaps in the Continuum of Care on O’abu.



91-1841 Fort Weaver Road
Ewa Beach, Hawaii 96706
Phone 808.681.3500

Fax 808.681.5280

Email cfs@cfs-hawaii.org
www.childandfamilyservice.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kathy Inouye
CHAIR

Robert Fujioka
PAST CHAIR

Richard Wacker
FIRST VICE CHAIR

Michele Saito
SECOND VICE CHAIR

Stanley Hong
SECRETARY

Christine Camp
TREASURER

Howard S. Garval
PRESIDENT & CEO

Stephanie Ackerman
Carol Ai May
John L. Arizumi
Justine Balauro
Kyle Chock
George Ehara
Micki Evslin
Russell Figueiroa
John Geppert
David Haverly
Dwight Kealoha
Anton Krucky
Frances Lui-Kwan
Lori Lum

Julie Mandanas
Alika Mau

Steve Metter
Tony Mizuno
Terri Ann Motosue
Maurice Myers
Gina Pohlabel
Joanie Shibuya
Jonathan Steiner
Earl Stoner

Scott Topping
Rann Watumull
Colleen Wong

Mark Yamakawa

ACCREDITATION
Council on Accreditation

AFFILATIONS
Alliance for Children

And Families

International Forum for

Child Welfare

Hawaii Island

United Way
Maui United Way

Kauai United Way

United
Way 4

Aloha United Way

Child & Fami ly

Private. nonprofit since 1899

Testimony by Howard S. Garval, President & CEO on HB 304 Relating to State Finances,
Senate Ways and Means Committee, April 3, 2012, 9:30 a.m., Room 211, State Capitol

Chair Senator David Ige and Vice-Chair Senator Michelle Kidani and Committee Members:

I am Howard Garval, President & CEO of Child & Family Service. This testimony is in
strong support for HB 304 that restores certain Child Welfare funds that were cut effective
November 30, 2011. These funds supported certain critical services to children and families
who are either in the child welfare system or are at risk of entering the system. | believe
these funds totaling $446,000 are for services that will ultimately pay for themselves in pre-
venting costs associated with foster care, group homes, child abuse and neglect, homeless-
ness and even potential placement in the Hawaii Youth Correctional Facility (HYCF). Let
me take a moment to describe these services that were eliminated in the DHS cuts that were
made to various child welfare programs effective November 30, 2011.

Permanency Support Services-Oahu is a program that serves families in which there is a
risk that the adoption could disrupt. This program was eliminated in the above mentioned
cuts. However, without this program, one young person in a family where the adoption dis-
rupts who ends up placed in a CAMHD (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Division under
the Department of Health) group home would pay for the contract. (The annual contract
amount was $160,389 and the annual cost of for one youth in a CAMHD group home is
$157,048. More than one disruption would add foster care, group home or higher costs than
the total contract amount.) This seems “penny wise and pound foolish”.

Family Centers-Kauai-These neighborhood-based programs are designed to prevent child
abuse by providing for basic human needs services for families (such as food pantries), par-
enting education, budgeting, and case management services that all can strengthen the family
and lower the risk of child abuse/neglect. Without these services families could end up in the
Child Welfare system at higher cost to the state. If we prevent 5 children from entering the
Child Welfare system, we prevent costs of foster care and other child abuse/neglect services
($37,724 x 5=$188,620 vs. annual contract amount of $151,391).

We may also prevent homelessness for a family which is estimated to cost the state over
$20,000 a year per family. 7 or 8 families we help to prevent homelessness would pay for
the cost of the contract. (The annual contract amount was $151,391 and annual state costs for
homelessness are $21,265 per family x 8 families=$170,120).

Substance Abuse Counseling Services-Maui-This program supports recovering parents
who are clean and sober and are working on reunification with their children. Without this
program, reunification efforts might be delayed leading to increased costs of prolonged foster
care placement for the children. Also, if relapse occurs for either parent, the reunification
plan would be put on hold thus prolonging foster care placement for the children. Not only is
this a worse outcome emotionally for the children who have no sense of permanency, but it
drives up the costs through longer foster care placements. If we can reunify just 4 children,
the contract would pay for itself. ($133,810 annual contract amount vs. annual estimated
child abuse/neglect related costs including foster care of $37,724 x 4 children=$150,896).

Our Mission: Strengthening Families and Fostering the Healthy Development of Children



Chair Senator David Ige, Vice-Chair Senator Michelle Kidani and Committee Members
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Cont’d...

It makes absolute sense to restore these contracts that easily can pay for themselves in reduced costs or
cost avoidance within the Child Welfare system.

Another important item in this bill is funding from the Judiciary for domestic violence intervention ser-
vices to perpetrators and victims. When the Rainy Day Funds run out by 6-30-12, such services will have
to be reduced without funds to replace the Rainy Day Funds that will be fully spent. This will result in
reduced services to perpetrators and victims and will jeopardize the safety of women and children who
are victims of domestic violence. With fewer services available or longer waiting lists for services, the
risk of domestic violence will increase and less service will be provided to protect women and children
who are victims. We are pleased to see the DHS budget add at least $ 1.5 million for the domestic abuse
shelters, but this will only keep the shelters open but still will not support adequate services to the women
and children in the shelters. That is why there are additional funds proposed in HB 304 to enable the
shelters not only to keep their doors open but to provide more than just the bare minimum of a roof over
the their heads and food and safety. The additional funds proposed for shelters in HB 304 would allow
for more staff coverage in the shelters rather than the one person working for what could be as many as
41 women and children at any one time. These funds would allow for counseling services and not just a
roof over their heads, food, and safety.

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony on such an important matter that relates to protecting
children and victims of domestic violence.



TESTIMONY TO THE TWENTY-SIXTH STATE LEGISLATURE, 2012 SESSION

TO: Senate Ways & Means Committee

FROM: Jed Gaines, President, Read Aloud America, Inc.
Telephone: (808) 531-1985

RE: HB304, HD1

Relating to the Emergency and Budget Reserve Fund

HEARING: . Tuesday, April 3,2012, 8:30AM

Conference Room 211, State Capitol

Honorable Members of the Committee:

As President of Read Aloud America, Inc., I respectfully urge you to support. HB304,
HD1

Read Aloud America is a Hawaii program that has been providing services to
low income families and Title I public schools in Hawaii for more than a dozen
years, and has served the needs of more than a quarter of a million parents and
children here.

By strengthening students’ at-home support system while bridging the gap between
school and the home, RAP can help prevent students from making negative
academic and social choices later in life simply by focusing on reading with family.

The simplicity of this concept actually fulfills a critical need. Research shows that
children who attend high-quality programs after school hours are more likely to
make better grades and behave better in school, spend less time watching TV, make
better social choices growing up and have lower incidences of drug use, gang
involvement, and teenage pregnancy (U.S. Departments of Education and Justice
2000).



Specific results from RAP show that families watch less TV and spend more time
together; parents are more involved in their children’s learning; and students
have an increased interest in reading and a more positive attitude toward
school.

Reading is the keystone of education. Students who are competent and engaged
readers do well in all areas of the curriculum. Students who are not competent
readers struggle in the primary grades, begin a “slide out” around third grade, lose
ground in all academic areas as they advance through the grades, and eventually
lose interest in school, often falling prey to the perceived security of

gangs and drugs. Students who don’t achieve success in school are more likely to
drop out, not find employment as adults, and wind up on welfare rolls, drug
rehabilitation programs, or jail. 70- 82% of prison inmates are school dropouts
(Trelease 2009).

To that end, Read Aloud America offers tools for school communities to not only
strengthen the connection between school and the home, but also to provide a safe
and fun family activity during after-school hours. RAP supports education by
helping parents learn how to incorporate educational - and fun - activities into the
home. It promotes making healthy choices, such as reducing dependence on
electronic media, engaging in more quality family time, and creating a reading-
friendly home environment. As a result, students have a greater possibility for
success in school - and in life.

In Hawaii where more than 93% of all parents work while trying to raise healthy
families, providing a low cost but very effective program to help them create firm
communication skills is vital. That it also often starts a lifelong love affair with
reading and learning more about the world around us, is a wonderful bonus.

On behalf of the many schools, and the thousands of parents and children we serve,
we respectfully ask for your kokua in supporting HB304, HD1.

‘ L
-~ \M “L.'V

ZdGaines, Presidlent, Read Aloud America, Inc. Date




The Childrer’s Alliance

of Hawalil, INcC.
April 2, 2012

TO: Senator David Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle Kidani., Vice Chair
Members of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means

FROM: Joan Naguwa, President ,
The Children’s Alliance of Hawaii, In%/-

SUBJ: Testimony in Support of HB 304, H.D.1, Proposed S$.D. 1, Relating to State
Finances
Hearing Date: Tuesday, April 3, 2012
Time: 8:30 am
Place: Conference Room 211

Dear Chair Ige, Vice Chair Kidani and Members of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means:

My name is Joan Naguwa, President/Executive Director of The Children’s Alliance of Hawaii,
Inc. We are in strong support of HB 304, HD1, Proposed SD 1, Relating to State Finances.

The mission of The Children’s Aliiance of Hawaii, Inc. (CAH) is to provide care and support for
sexually abused children, offering hope for the future. CAH serves nearly 600 children and
youth and their families each year. CAH is an integral part of the statewide system of services
for sexually abused children and youth. Our programs include: 1) Enhancements — providing
needed goods and services for child victims, child witnesses and their siblings, residing in foster
care or at home on Qahu and Kauai that enhance their ability to regain a sense of normalcy and
increase self-esteem; 2) HEART (Healing Emotions with Art and Recreation Together) —an
ongoing experiential program for sexually abused children and adolescents to increase their self
esteem and decrease feelings of isolation;3) Ho’'omaka — enabling child victims to strengthen
their resiliency by working with adult mentors and developing skills in goal-setting, problem-
solving, healthy relationship-building, and independent living; and 4) Strengthening Parents —
parent and caregiver support groups to manage their own emotions about sexual abuse to their
children and increasing their parenting skills. Our programs are not a substitute for primary
therapy, but rather, are unique, effective long term, wrap around services in support of their
individual and/or traditional group therapy. Based on evidence-based best practices, CAH
provides the long term suppott services needed to help these children to effectively manage
their trauma while also dealing with normal child and adolescent developmental stages, and to
achieve a successful transition into adulthood. Over 90% of our clients increase their self-
esteem, self-efficacy and ability to successfully transition into adulthood.

The need for access to CAH services for sexually abused children is significant as over 300
reported cases are handled by the Dept. of Human Services each year. To add to this figure,
national statistics demonstrate that there are hundreds more cases of child sexual abuse that
are unreported. [f left untreated, victims of child sexual abuse often experience serious social
problems, such as substance abuse, unemployment, homelessness, poor academic

200 N. Vineyard Blvd., Suite 410, Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 » PHONE (808) 599-2955 « FAX (808) 599-5909
E-mail: cah@cahawaii.org * Please visit us at www.cahawaii.org
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achievement, and criminal behaviors. For example, experts agree that sexually abused children
are four (4) times more likely than non-sexually abused youth to have delinquent or criminal
behaviors leading to incarceration. Statistics from the State Dept. of Public Safety confirm this
fact at a greater financial burden for the State and the community.

The appropriation of $150,000 for CAH’s services, as outlined in Section 57 of HB 304, HD1,
Proposed S.D. 1, is critically needed to continue to meet the long term needs of these
vulnerable children and assist them to become productive citizens of Hawaii. We fully recognize
Hawaii's very difficult economic situation and the serious challenges faced by the Hawaii State
Legislature. However, without this appropriation, CAH will significantly reduce or eliminate its
programs and services, creating a strong likelihood for these children to engage in harmful
behaviors at a greater cost to the State of Hawaii.

We strongly urge for your support of HB 304, HD1, Proposed SD1, Relating to State Finances.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.



TESTIMONY TO THE TWENTY-SIXTH STATE LESISLATURE, 2012 SESSION
TO: Senate Ways & Means Committee
FROM: Joanne Laird, Program Director, Read Aloud America

joannelaird@readaloudamerica.org
808-757-0981

RE: HB304, HD1

HEARING: Tuesday, April 3,2012, 8:30 AM
Conference Room 211, State Capitol

As Program Director for Read Aloud America, Inc,, I respectfully urge you to support
House Bill HB304,

One year ago the Hawaii family literacy program, Read Aloud America (RAP), was
preparing to present programs in twelve public schools on three islands. Four of the
programs were gearing up on Maui at Haiku, Makawao, Pomaika’i and Waihe’e
Schools. Atthose four Maui schools alone we served 10,688 faculty, students,
parents and community members with evenings of learning about the joy and
power of reading. Yes, reading! On April 1, 2011 we were part of the 41 local
nonprofits who lost funding as a result of the Department of Human Services’ need
to “keep intact job training and welfare programs”. The cancellation of the contract
with DHS resulted in a loss of 95 percent of funding for the RAP Programs across the
state. Due to the drastic budget cuts last spring we were forced to reduce Fall
Semester programs to only four schools on two islands - but even those four schools
drew a cumulative attendance of almost 10,000. Today, RAP has only enough
funding left to present two programs — one on Oahu at Waipahu Elementary and one
on Maui, at Kihei Elementary School.

In his State of the Union address last year, Present Barack Obama said: “The
question is whether all of us—as citizens and as parents—are willing to do what's
necessary to give every child the chance to succeed. That responsibility begins not
only in our classrooims, but in our homes and communities. it's the family that first
instills the love of learning in a child.” The RAP program has been doing something
about this for the past 12 years. Parents are a child’s first and lasting teachers.
Think aboutit: A child spends 900 hours in school and 7800 hours outside school
(educator/author Jim Trelease, 2007). If we are going to make positive changes in
education, we have to extend the goals of the classroom into the home. RAP’s
mission is to build communities of lifetime readers. RAP was founded to inspire
families to read, but it does much more. It strengthens bonds between parents and
children and opens channels of communication between schools and homes. Whole
families participate. They share an evening cf fun and fulfillment that is increasingly
rare. Where else can a family go to have fun together for free? And, by the way,



learn about books, get tips about reading and learning together, and reinforce
shared values?

You might have noticed the “Bring RAP Back” banners on school fences around Oahu
and Maui. We implore the governor and the Legislature to keep in mind that future
generations need your support now. It seems obvious that funding can be found for
such a proactive program that helps to change the attitudes and values of the
parents of our future generations.
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March 30, 2012

To: Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
And members of the Committee on Finance

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 304 HD1 SD1 RELATING TO STATE
FINANCES

Hawaii Youth Services Network (HYSN), a statewide coalition of youth-serving
organizations, supports SB 304 HD1 SD1 Relating to State Finances.

Our testimony focuses on the section of the bill that provides funding for training on
bullying prevention.

At the 2011 Children and Youth Summit, bullying was the top priority for
legislative action identified by the 125 participating youth and youth advocates. It
received nearly 3 times as many votes as the second priority issue.

The proposed training takes a multi-faceted approach that emphasizes creating a
school climate that encourages safety and respect. Dr. Karen Umemoto and her
colleagues have conducted this training for several years at Farrington High School,
with reduced violence and bullying on campus as a result. She conducted a training
workshop for Hawaii Youth Services Network last fall. Our post-training
evaluations showed that participants had acquired practical skills that they planned
to apply with youth. We filled the entire workshop in less than a week and turned
away more than enough people to fill another workshop, an indicator of how much
youth workers and educators want and need training on bullying prevention..

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.
Sincerely,

Gttt it

Judith F. Clark, MPH
Executive Director

United|
Way | &>

Aloha United Way




From: Kim Spencer/KIHEI/HIDOE@notes.k12.hi.us

To: WAM Testimony
Senate Ways & Means Committee

Subject: HB304, HD1

Date: Tuesday, April 3,2012, 8:30 AM

I am writing to let you know that you need to continue your RAP program. | work at Kihei and 1 volunteer helping teachers
prep for this program. Our kids LOVE RAP. The reason | support this program is its not only a reading program its a
community program. it has brought together our community. Ws have studants from other schools come with uncles
Auntie's moms dads grandparents cousins etc. This program benefits every one. PTA cant do what these guys are doing.

They need to keep it going. KIDS LOVE RAP....Kimmer Spencer
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

To: WAM Testimony

Cc: Ikenolio@cfs-hawaii.or

Subject: Testimony for HB304 on 4/3/2012 8:30:00 AM
Date: Monday, April 02, 2012 7:40:11 AM

Testimony for WAM 4/3/2012 8:30:00 AM HB304

Conference room: 211

Testifier position: Support

Testifier will be present: No

Submitted by: Lacie Y. Kenolio
Organization: Child &amp; Family Service
E-mail: lkenolio@cfs-hawaii.org
Submitted on: 4/2/2012

Comments:
I work for the Domestic Violence Advocacy Program, | am really in support of this bill for funds in this
very important area...


mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:lkenolio@cfs-hawaii.org

From: Lisa Peterson/KIHEI/HIDOE@notes.k12.hi.us

To: WAM Testimony
Senate Ways & Means Committee

Re: Support HB304, HD1

Date: Tuesday, April 3,2012, 8:30 AM

Read Aloud America is a fabulous program. | can speak as a teacher in a school participating as well as a parent. Both
my students and my own children so look forward to each activity - and getting a child excited about reading is not
always an easy task. | love that the program is great for all levels of readers, as well as all age groups. It's an activity that
we can all attend as a family and all my chitdren, ages 4-10, come home with so much excitement about what they read,
heard, leamned. The adult ssssions have been great for my husband as well - he is spending more time reading with our
children and sharing his love for books that he had forgotten about and has had the opportunity to rediscover. The Read
Aloud Program has helped our farnily to come together in more ways than just reading - it set us down a path where
family time is fun and cherished rather than thought of as boring. As a teacher | love that RAP has promoted parent
involvement - while it is often overlooked, positive parentfamily involvement in a student’s life has 2 HUGE impact in their
academic performance. It's the children who know that they family's value education and reading and leaming that take
school serously and growing to love and appreciate leaming for themselves.

The benefits of Read Aloud America are so great - | only wish that all families could participate. | certainly look forward to
participating in the future, both as a parent and a teacher.

Thank You,
Lisa Peterson

Teacher, Kihei Elementary :
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HAWAII DISABILITY RIGHTS CENTER

1132 Bishop Street, Suite 2102, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
Phone/TTY: (808) 949-2922  Toll Free: 1-800-882-1057 Fax: (808) 949-2928
E-mail: info@hawaiidisabilityrights.org  Website: www.hawaiidisabilityrights.org

THE SENATE
THE TWENTY-SIIXTH LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION OF 2012

Committee on Ways and Means
Testimony in Support of H.B. 304, Proposed SD1
Relating to State Finances

Tuesday, April 3, 2012, 8:30 A.M.
Conference Room 211

Chair Ige and Members of the Committee:
The Hawaii Disability Rights Center is in strong support of this bill.

The purpose of the bill is to appropriate monies from the general fund to a number of
entities, including state departments and several non- profit agencies, to maintain levels
of support for the public health, safety and welfare.

We support the bill and especially appreciate the inclusion of a specific line item to the
Hawaii Disability Rights Center at Section 66. The Hawaii Disability Rights Center is
the state designated protection and advocacy system. We have been designated by the
Governor of Hawaii in Executive Orders No. 77-3, 82-4, 89-2 and 94-06 to provide
advocacy services to individuals with disabilities, in accordance with various federal
laws. See 42 U.S.C. § 15001, 42 U.S.C. § 10801, and 29 U.S.C. § 732. Hawaii law, at
Section 333F -8.5 of the Hawali Revised Statutes, expressly recognizes the obligation
of the state to provide advocacy services to individuals with developmental disabilities
and mental iliness in order to receive federal funds. The federal statutes require, as a
condition of funding services provided by a number of state agencies, that a protection
and advocacy agency be established by the State.

In 1977, state funding for our agency represented approximately 75% of the agency’s
revenue and federal funding represented the rest. By 1995, the federal share had grown
to approximately 70% and the state’s share had declined to 30%. The reduction of the
State’s share reflected an increase in the number of federal programs and was not

HAWAII'S CLIENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

P HAWAII’'S PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY SYSTEM FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES CAP
B 8]



guestioned, despite the fact that under federal law, federal funds are to be used to
supplement, not supplant the state’s efforts. In requesting federal funding for various
state projects, every Governor has provided assurances to the federal government that
federal funds distributed to HDRC do not supplant funds that are available from state
and local sources.

From 2004 until 2010, the state gave HDRC at least $165,505 each year under a
purchase of services contract with the Office of Community Services of the Department
of Labor and Industrial Relations. In July 2010, OCS informed us that the contract
would not be renewed because the Hawaii Legislature had reduced funds for OCS
programs by $700,000. OCS subsequently terminated funding for four programs
totaling $699,000. To our understanding, OCS also administratively restricted their
budget by an amount significantly greater than the $700,000 cut by the Legislature,
thereby reducing HDRC's funding to zero. While there may have been no intent on the
part of the legislature to end State funding for protection and advocacy services, that is
what has happened.

The Hawaii Disability Rights Center is a small, efficient agency that serves thousands
of individuals each year with legal issues surrounding their various disabilities. We
effectively utilize our resources and keep our administrative costs to a minimum.
However, federal funding has been flat for several years and we are currently faced
with the likelihood of an additional reduction of one hundred thousand dollars, while
expenses have continued to increase. Fundraising opportunities for a legal services
corporation like ours are very limited, and they would force us to compete with other
legal services providers for the same donors. Thus, without the state funds we had
received for thirty-four years, we have been forced to substantially reduce our
activities, cut staffing, and provide fewer services to the most needy, vulnerable
population in our state at a time when their needs are increasing.

While we had hoped that the new administration would restore our funding in the base
budget for OCS, that has apparently not occurred so far. Therefore, an appropriation as
set forth in this measure would seem to be an appropriate mechanism to continue the
vital functions we perform until a more stable, permanent source of state funding can be
arranged.

We are also in particular support of Section 8 which appropriates 7.5 million dollars to
the Adult Mental Health Division.

Our agency has had a lot of concerns regarding changes in services and programs of
the Adult Mental Health Division over the past several years. There has been reduction
after reduction in services provided to individuals with mental illnesses. That included
the elimination of services such as the ACT teams and the drastic reduction in the
number of case management hours. In the larger picture, it is clear to us that ever since
the Department of Health was deemed to be relieved from the provisions of the
Consent Decree in the case brought by the Department of Justice, (USA v. State of
Hawaii, Civil No. 91-00137) there has been a constant "backsliding" in the effort by the
state to comply with the terms of the Decree.



In many respects, the final blow, so to speak, occurred in July, 2009, when the
Department of Health unilaterally eliminated several psychiatric diagnoses as qualifying
for eligibility for services. These diagnoses had been developed as part of the consent
decree and were an Attachment to the Plan for Community Mental Health. As a result of
the Department's internal action, diagnoses of anxiety disorders and personality
disorders were eliminated as diagnoses which qualify an individual to receive AMHD
services. This has resulted in some seriously mentally ill individuals not being able to
obtain any assistance for their mental health needs.

We understand that the Lingle Administration reduced the budget for the Adult Mental
Health Division by approximately 25- 30 million dollars. It was not the legislature that cut
their budget or created the current situation and we hope that the legislature will
appropriate these funds so that, at a minimum, some services can be restored to more
people. Itis important to note that the reduction in expenditures for AMHD did not in
fact save money. There is data which demonstrates that psychiatric hospital admissions
have increased as have the number of individuals with mental iliness in prison facilities.
In reality, the lack of expenditures by AMHD merely shifted that illusory cost saving to
the higher priced, more expensive budges of other departments or agencies. We would
think that the legislature, which has a broader perspective that cuts across all state
departments would see that this measure is actually one which will be protective of
health and public safety as well as cost effective. We therefore urge the passage of this
section as well.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this measure.



From: Matthew Gurewitsch
To: WAM Testimony
Senate Ways & Means Committee
Subject: Support HB304, HD1
Date: Tuesday, April 3,2012, 8:30 AM

Aloha, Honorable Members of the Committee!

1 am writing in support of Read Aloud America, for which 1 am proud to volunteer. it is vital
program that deserves not only to continue but also to expand. In a time of tight money, this is one
that creates a space for parents and children to share quality time together, with valuable social
and academic benefits. Compared to these benefits, the costs are minimal, thanks to the large
network of volunteers dedicated to making it work.

Shortly after relocating to Maui a year ago, | read about the program and was instantly motivated
to become part of it. What happens is really very simple. In the late afternoon, parents and
schoolchildren meet in the cafeteria of a local school. The kids assemble by grade level, and go off
to a classroom, where a volunteer reader reads aloud to them. The books are contemporary
young-people’s classics, carefully chosen for their appeal to the particular age level. (A big favorite
right now is The Hunger Games.) While the kids are listening in their classrooms, parents are read
to in the cafeteria. After the reading, parents and their kids reassemble for a pizza supper and
prizes.

| attached a statement and comprehensive description from Jed Gaines, president of Read Aloud
America, who gives a quantitative summary of the social and academic benefits of the program to
the low-income families and Title | public schools in Hawaii it serves. The program has been in
place for more than a dozen years, and has served the needs of more than a quarter of a million
parents and children here.

Much mahalo for your consideration. Over on the Valley Isle, we are crossing our fingers for
favorable action.

”‘\-

Matthew Gurewitsch
3415 Kuaua Place
Kihei, Maui HI 96753

t/+1 (808) 874-8925
fx/+1 (212) 656-1647

on the web: beyondcriticism.com
on twitter: mgl228



TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SDI1,
' Relating to State Finances
I am &, years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila

Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of
Catholic Charities Hawaii'i.

Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center is important to me because:
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Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

L. ﬁ,_.._....*.-... i \ )
Name: / P codoe AM( chie
Address:  _Jim ridye ' Y5l g

City Zip Code 7



TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
Relating to State Finances

lam 75 years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila -
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

1 support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, 2 program of
Catholic Charities Hawaii'i.

Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center is important to me because:
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Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name: \)/Oké Ui kO { O /<€ MCM i

Address: | _

Zip Code

KMM v#/u 6734



TO:  Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
Relating to State Finances

I am _$ _ years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila -
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of
Catholic Charities Hawaii'i.

Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center is important to me because:

14 /f<€e‘/>s' e actcre frea [y % ey 7o,

Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

_Sincerely,

Name: Kargn M Ta ke medo

Address: ,, | ) %z{// GLs5/ 7

City Zip Code



TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N, Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, Apn] 3,2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 21 1)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPQSED SD1,
' Relating to State Finances

I am 7 H years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila -
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of
Catholic Charities Hawaii'i.

Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center is important to me because:
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Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,
) TG Qe
Name: Ot i G
Address:
City _ Zip Codk
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TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
Relating to State Finances

I am é?? years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of
Catholic Charities Hawaii 1.

Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center is important to me because:
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Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

- Name: E / C’?Lc 1{56%1_- 7‘{ J;fz £ £
Address: p%fé;n’) } | ‘79 S) / ?i

City Zip Code ¥




TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
' Relating to State Finances

lam 51 years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila -
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of
Catholic Charities Hawaii'i.

Lanakila Multi-Purpdse Senior Center is important to me because:
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Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name: Z&M//ﬂ\é JOW
Address: WQ"”@“ ) M Jﬁg/ 7
City

Zip Code




TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N, Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: ~ SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
Relating to State Finances

I am ZE years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila -
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

1 support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multn—Purpose Senior Center, a program of
Catholic Charities Hawaii'i.

Lanakila Multi-Purpese Senior Center is important to me because:
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Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely, f S—\‘ Tan 9@; hara
' £ ten oA ( LL-VL___
| [

Name:

Address: QJ,,\ M'), 4437 7

City Zip Code




TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE:  Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)
RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
Relating to State Fmances

I am ?2 years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of
Catholic Charities Hawaii'i. :

_Lanakila Multi Purpbse Senior Center is important to me because:
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Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you,

Sincerely,

Name: Mﬁ Y SM@M

| \ |

Address: %ﬂ@-&. ' B _ - C[(” 75/

Ty ! Zip Code



TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
' Relating to State Finances

I am / f years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila -
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of
Catholic Charities Hawaii'i.

Lanakila Multi-Purpﬁse Senior Center is important to. me because:

Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name: @.,M.z,,/ 73/_ ﬁ/ﬂzﬁ;}}W

Address: 2 o le e E S 7

City Zip Code




TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: | Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 21 1)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
Relating to State Finances

I am years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila -
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of
Catholic Charities Hawaii'i.

Lanakila Multi—Purpﬁse Senior Center is important to me because:
.“Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like ine can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name: OM a«.,l, & ﬁ—o (W

Address: M.‘\.\‘GV\; | _.,_mﬁ\é 7/ ?7

City~ h - 7777 Zip Code




TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
' Relating to State Finances

Iam &3 years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila -
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of

Catholic Charities Hawaii i.

Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center is important to me because:
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Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name: ji’fi/r,ie’m/ D;( \]‘DW’;/L

Address: HONDLU LU | o8 9



TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
‘ Relating to State Finances

I am &% O years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila -
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of

Catholic Charities Hawaii i.

Lanakila Multi-Purpbse Senior Center is important to me because: ¢ g
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Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name: . fd/\ __P S e

-

<

Address:
Zip Code

City



TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N, Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
' Relating to State Finances

I am 3 Z years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

1 support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of
Catholic Charities Hawaii'i.

Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center is important to me because:
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Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Name: o/ ARETT KO % i
Address: ﬁ_—lﬂﬂolulu | _ TS

City Zip Code



TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SDI,
| Relating to State Finances

I am 88  years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of
Catholic Charities Hawaii'i.

Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center is important to me because:
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Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name: \/me) \}6&)

744»1 FGEEyy—

Address:
Zip Code

City



TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N, Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1. PROPOSED SD1,
Relating to State Finances

I am <}  years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of

Catholic Charities Hawaii i.

Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center is important to me because:
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Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

fi-:‘-’. - 2 AT T ’
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TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
' Relating to State Finances

I am 8f years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila -
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of
Catholic Charities Hawaii'i.

Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center is important to me because:
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Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

=N

Address:
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TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
' Relating to State Finances

I am ¥ |  years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila
Multi-Purpose Senior Center. _

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of
Catholic Charities Hawaii'i.

Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center is important to me because:
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Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that semiors llke me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

H .
Name: v U Deltiua
: 3\

Address: Bew. q6e19
City Zip Code




TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
' Relating to State Finances

[ am £/ é/ years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila -
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of

Catholic Charities Hawaii i.

Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center is important to me because:

Hhis <o a ety gt it T

‘Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name:  Ellop & ,{Z% 2 lefats

Address: f é g /?L
j Zip Code

City




TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SDI1,
' Relating to State Finances

. .
I am MJ/ years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of
Catholic Charities Hawaii i.

Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center is important to me because:
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Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely, /
Name: @7%@%

Address: \Mwbéié/&/ jé 4]5#}/ 7

City Zip Code




TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE;: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
Relating to State Finances '

I am fj 2. years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila .
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of
Catholic Charities Hawaii i.

Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center is important to me because:
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Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name: _Z 2 MM/}///){}M/

Address: ,HOWD\_M‘.!:L, | 76517
City ‘

Zip Code



TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N, Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
' Relating to State Finances

Iam ¥ § years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of

Catholic Charities Hawaii'i.

Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Cent‘j is important to me because:
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Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Name: 7%,:/67 7R H 19 A
Address: fi['cﬁmcf}br/g 96817

City Zip Code



TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
Relating to State Finances

I am d/j/ years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of
Catholic Charities Hawaii'i.

Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center is important to me because:
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Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Name: T bykenlEg
Address: AL pmupitle | 7 6775

City Zip Code



TO:  Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE:; SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SDI.
Relating to State Finances

I am years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of
Catholic Charities Hawaii'i.

Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center is important to me because:
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Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name: ?ﬁ/; o /‘/ AThng /!((/(f

O YA N 3. 100 |

City Zip Code /




TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
Relating to State Finances

Iam 45  years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of
Catholic Charities Hawaii'i.

Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center is important to me because:
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Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Name: I ldeed AT, / ‘ﬁ c]éu
Address: _H 0noi.ul-u| &3

City Zip Code



TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
Relating to State Final_lces

Iam - years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of
Catholic Charities Hawaii'i.

Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center is important to me because: 7 £ 1"‘)07
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Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely, 7

Y Vi
Name: Vevnen 7 Cum e Qnn o
Addfess: Hone Jogfo M0 7e&~

City Zip Code 7



TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
' Relating to State Finances

I am / ] years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of

Catholic Charities Hawaii 1.

Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center is important to me because:

Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

. 72
Name: /%M /‘j}/} ,4%\4/,59«4/%;/(//7{ /

Address: fow Ht ﬁ?(fét{{

City - Zip Code



TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N, Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
‘ Relating to State Finances

I am _ 4 Y& years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of
Catholic Charities Hawati'i.

Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center is important to me because:
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Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely, N L Q%/M

Name:

Address: ] - -
City Zip Code
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TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N, Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: . SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1. PROPOSED SD1,
' Relating to State Finances

I am _#&  years old and participate in the many activities at the Lanakila
Multi-Purpose Senior Center.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide FUNDING FOR SENIOR
CENTERS, especially Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, a program of
Catholic Charities Hawaii'i. _

Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center is important to me because:
Tx e \w&tﬁ“”k WU VP TN 5 w«~\ Cod e
&_b\)\ Q/VW\‘ GQ,(_,'; \.f—a_,&u_.,___\',bg.u < V\\g&‘(wﬁ—a——. \:.‘_-n_,\ qr%

VL/S/M\/{, G eV O e s s Lot s o e
RN T R o S A
. e { - ,o?su_Q v (/Low‘slfuwwé—* VAP N \aﬂ-\g’\&t"j .
('L-‘“ — \,1 e s r@!’ & hge'
Y -
Please make Senior Center funding a priority so that seniors like me can
remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely, Tveme Nawas- [/l'lr f]z’\

Name: @*xawvuns C—CJ‘L
V

Address: Mwevx .l 46517

City Zip Code
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President, Board of Directors

M. Nalani Fujimori Kaina, Esq.
Executive Director

COMMENTS IN SUPPORT OF
PROPOSED HB304 SD1 - RELATING TO STATE FNANCES

April 3, 2012 at 8:30 a.m.

The Legal Aid Society of Hawaii submits comments in support of Proposed HB304 SD1 — Relating to State
Finances, specifically in support of Section 63.

In November 2007, the Access to Justice Hui released a report that included, “The 2007 Assessment of Civil
Legal needs and Barriers of Low- and Moderate-Income People in Hawai‘i.” This Assessment found that one
out of every five low- and moderate-income Hawai‘i residents were unable to receive needed legal assistance.
The Assessment also found the capacity of legal services providers was limited to helping only one in three
Hawai‘i residents who needed assistance. The Legal Aid Society of Hawaii (Legal Aid) is the only legal service
provider with offices on every island in the state, and in 2011 provided legal assistance to over 10,000 Hawaii
residents in the areas of consumer fraud, public assistance, family law, the prevention of homelessness,

employment, protection from domestic violence, and immigration.

While the legislature passed significant legislation last year to increase funding for legal services through an
increase in the indigent legal assistance surcharge, full benefit from this legislation will not occur until FY16,
leaving a gap in funding for the organization. The end of Stimulus funding, reductions by Congress to LSC
funding, and the lowest federal funds interest rates which affect funding from Interest on Lawyer Trust
Account, have compounded the financial need for Legal Aid. Realizing the seriousness of this potential crisis,
Legal Aid is currently taking steps to reassess its service delivery and is engaging in a strategic planning effort
to determine the level of services that can be provided to the community with limited funding. Failure to
receive this funding will result in the severe reduction of services, possible office closures, and staff layoffs.
We already are unable to serve all those who request assistance and often get complaints that we should do
more, without this funding, even more members of the public who call us for assistance will not be helped.

We understand that all programs are having a difficult time right now, yet our services are critical to keeping a
roof over someone’s head, a child with her mother who was beaten by her father, a person who’s lost their
job get access to public assistance, and a family facing foreclosure assistance in renegotiating a loan to stay in
their home. In light of all of these considerations, we ask for an allocation of $800,000 for the next fiscal year
to allow us to continue to provide some of the services that we have over the years and ensure that critical
immigration legal services also continue.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide comments.

Sincerely,

M. Nalani Fujimori Kaina
Executive Director

TL LSC www.legalaidhawaii.org
A UNITED WAY AGENCY




From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

To: WAM Testimony

Cc: rannw@mac.com

Subject: Testimony for HB304 on 4/3/2012 8:30:00 AM
Date: Monday, April 02, 2012 8:13:59 AM

Testimony for WAM 4/3/2012 8:30:00 AM HB304

Conference room: 211

Testifier position: Support

Testifier will be present: No

Submitted by: Rann Watumull
Organization: Child &amp; Family Services
E-mail: rannw@mac.com

Submitted on: 4/2/2012

Comments:
Dear Committee Members,

As a Board member of Child and Family Services, | am writing to support this Bill as it:

1-Restores all three child welfare contracts that were terminated effective November 30, 2011 including
the Family Centers on Kauai, Permanency Support Services on Oahu, and Substance Abuse Counseling
Services on Maui.

2-Restores funding reductions we received effective November 30, 2011 in our Comprehensive
Counseling and Support Services contracts on Maui, Kauai and Oahu

3-Has funds for Kupuna Care in case SB 2320 does not get passed by the House Finance Committee or
dies somewhere else along the way

4-Has funds for Domestic Violence Intervention Services from the Judiciary for the court ordered
counseling for male perpetrators and victims. These funds would replace the Rainy Day Funds that run
out by 6-30-12

5-Has funds for Domestic Violence Shelters in addition to what the Department of Human Services has
put in its budget for FY '13.

Thank you very much for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Rann Watumull


mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:rannw@mac.com

From: Renee Romerdahl/KIHEI/HIDOE@notes.k12.hi.us
To: WAM Testimony
Senate Ways & Means Committee
Subject: Support HB304, HD1
Date: Tuesday, April 3,2012, 8:30 AM

TESTIMONY TO THE TWENTY-SIXTH STATE LEGISLATURE, 2012 SESSION

Honorable Members of the Committee:

As a first grade teacher at Kihei Elementary who has actively participated in the Read Aloud America
program at our school during two separate school years, I can testify to the worthiness of this excellent
program. I always encourage my students and families to attend, as I have found this program to be highly
motivating in encouraging families to read together at home. This program helps by strengthening students’
at-home support system simply by focusing on reading with family. Specific results from RAP show that
families watch less TV and spend more time together; parents are more involved in their children’s learning;
and students have an increased interest in reading and a more positive attitude toward school. Reading is the
keystone of education. Students who are competent and engaged readers do well in all areas of the curriculum.

Read Aloud America offers tools for school communities to not only strengthen the connection between
school 7nd the home, but also to provide a safe and fan family activity doring after-school hours. RAP
supports education by helping parents learn how to incorporate educational — and fun — activities into the
home. It promotes making healthy choices, such as reducing dependence on electronic media, engaging in
more quality family time, and creating a reading-friendly home environment. As 2 resnlt, students have a.
greater possibility for success in school —and in life.

Parents, students and teachers are all very enthusiastic about this program. Parents are especially appreciate
and prov1de us with lots of positive feedback regarding the program. The students are also actively engaged
and are so disappointed if they have to miss a session. The Read Alond America program is such an important
program, it needs funding in order to continue to reach out into cur communities and help families develop
lifelong habits of reading.

1 was so disappointed to leamn that funding had been cut for the Read Aloud America program. No longer have
they been able to bring this program to all the schools that so desperately need this program. Reading is an
essential lifetime skill that needs to be promoted and supported. The Read Aloud Program promotes reading
and supports reading in the home. It shows parents. how to change a.child's reading attitude. and how to help
develop their children's readmg skills slmply by readmg together as a family. I can personally testify, from
years of experience, the value of rmdmg at home and how it greafly 1 impacts a child’s academic performance
at school. Reading at honi€ is so important! The RAP piogram provides an excellent means for promoting
reading at home and encom'ages and- dévelops.good reading habits within the home. Please provide funding to
support this outstandmg program heére in Hawaii.

Sincerely,

Renee Romerdahl
Kihei Elementary
First Grade Teacher
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Susannah Wesley Community Center

1117 Kaili Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819

April 2, 2012

TO: Senator David Ige, Chair
Members of the Senate Ways and Means Committee

FROM: Ronald Higashi, Executive Director
Susannah Wesley Community Center

SUBJECT: Support of HB 304 SD1 Proposed, Sec. 39, the inclusion of an
appropriation to Susannah Wesley Community Center (SWCC) for Youth
Services Programs

My name is Ronald Higashi. | am the Executive Director of Susannah Wesley Community
Center. The request before you is a collaborative effort of SWCC, Parent and Children
Together, and the Kalihi Branch of the YMCAs of Honolulu. Susannah Wesley has been
agreed to be the lead agency for the collaboration.

Combined, the three agencies have over 200 years of being a vital part of the Kalihi
community. Susannah Wesley Community Center itself has been providing services to
youth and families in the Kalihi community for over a century.

The focus of this program is on providing a continuum of youth focused services to the
Kalihi community which include community based afterschool programs for children and
teens, outreach and case management services, alternative education, and positive skill
building.

These services are critical to our Kalihi community. Kalihi Palama is a “High Risk”
community. This is highlighted by a study done by the University of Hawaii Center of the
Family which ranked the Farrington Complex as the second highest risk community
among 43 communities in the state.

All three agencies have facilities in the community in which the youth live. All three
agencies also provide services during non-traditional hours such as nights, weekends,
and summer. The funding for these services will go far in providing a “safe and nurturing
place” to congregate and provide the positive setting for our youth to grow. Adult
supervision provides the necessary positive role models. These are best practices as
identified by the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP).

As the economy recovers, it is my hope that funding for these services be yet again
available to us so that we can again to provide the necessary resources to the youth and
families of our community.

If you have any questions or need more information, please feel free to contact me.

1117 Kaili Street ¢ Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-3432 e (808) 847-1535 e FAX (808) 847-0787
www.susannahwesley.org

A participating agency of Aloha United Way. e Affiliated with The Women'’s Division, The United Methodist Church.

Accredited by Council On Accreditation.



TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair

Committee on Ways and Means
DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
Relating to State Finances

I am % years old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic
Charities Hawaii, which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Transportation

1 need TRANSPORTATION because:
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If I did NOT HAVE TRANSPORTATION, I could NOT:
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Please make more Kupuna Care funding a priority so that seniors like me
can remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Name: ’—5 (\j{nﬂ ey

Address (7 /g/ /QCI /‘(L”I g \/\/}/7///%/\/,/{ Q/L 75?@

City Zip Code




TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committ_ee on Ways and Means

DATE;: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 21 1)

- RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,

Relating to State Finances
Iam §2  vears old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic
Charities Hawaii, which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding.

I support this bill and urge your support to providle MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Transportation

I need TRANSPORTATION because:
T am Harfeyss oy o
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If I did NOT HAVE TRANSPORTATION, I could NOT:
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Please make more Kupuna Care funding a priority so that seniors like me
can remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name: )fmz/ /KMM _
Ukt 7T Weda AA 7 35055

Address: W L pnck GG 7d¢E
City _

Zip Code




TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE;: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1.

Relating to State Finances
Tam /O  years old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic
Charities Hawaii, which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Transportation

I need TRANSPORTATION because:
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Please make more Kupuna Care funding a priority so that seniors like me
can remain independent in the community. Thank you.

‘Sincerely, |
Name: W(Mq vor ﬁmgﬂwﬂ "
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City Zip Code




TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 21 1)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,

Relating to State Finances
Iam 7¢&  years old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic
Charities Hawaii, which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Transportation

I need TRANSPORTATION because: .
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Please make more Kupuna Care funding a priority so that seniors like me
can remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name: %ﬁ/{ éﬁr” . (“S—’zrc//i//é/%‘

Address: 7/ =779 4 wder #7796
City’ Zip Code
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TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Commit‘;ee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 21 1)

RE; SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
Relating to State Finances

Tam /7  years old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic
Charities Hawaii, which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Transportation
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Please make more Kupuna Care funding a priority so that seniors like me
can remain independent in the community. Thank you.

sincerety, (L Aadirma F b
Name:  Cpalling Modsan

Address: 7[ /W/ mzme&( ol i }H i Dum 7)0!.% 74 7‘-@2
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TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelie N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,

_ Relating to State Finances
Iam ‘7 ff years old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic

Charities Hawaii, which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Transportation

I need TRANSPORTATION because: .
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Please make more Kupuna Care funding a priority so that seniors like me
can remain independent in the community. Thank you.

- Sincerely,

Name: ( Z’ /Q AT Ci%n,@ / 3,/\% ,

Address: G /=141 J %Mu 5% FLU&B““DQ ?470[_-;
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TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 21 1)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,

- . Relating to State Finances .
I am ’X 1 years old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic

Charities Hawaii, which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding,

I support this bill and urge your support to provide MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Transportation
-

I need TRANSPORTATION because:
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Please make more Kupuna Care funding a priority so that seniors like me
can remainﬁljdependent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely, L\,w " 5,,(1[ [, J
&
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TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N, Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SDI1,
8” elating to State Finances

I am& years old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic
Charities Hawaii, which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding.
y

I support this bill and urge your support to provide MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Transportation

I need TRANSPORTATION because:
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If I did NOT HAVE TRANSPORTATION, I could NOT:

Please make more Kupuna Care funding a priority so that seniors like me
can remain independent in the community. Thank you.

'Sincerely,
Name: %« o 9«%%
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TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,

Relating to State Finances
I am },f ? years old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic

Charities Hawail, which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Transportation

I need TRANSPORTATION because:
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If I did NOT HAVE TRANSPORTATION, I could NOT:
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Please make more Kupuna.Care funding a priority se that seniors like me
can remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Name: ﬂ/ e s T x7
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TO:

Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

»

RE:

SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
Relating to State Finances

Iam & { vyears old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic
Charities Hawaii, which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Transportation

I need TRANSPORTATION because: /loclot. Ze %(%WJ @”‘&)
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Please make more Kupuna Care funding a priority so that seniors like me
can remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name: Q%C/p <. /gg i
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City Zip Code /



TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,

Relating to State Finances
lam % ¢  years old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic
Charities Hawaii, which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Transportation

I need TRANSPORTATION becaus_e:
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Please make more Kupuna Care funding a priority so that seniors like me
can remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name: Z;L{,;ﬂ, W
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TO: Senator David Y. Ige,_Chait
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
Relating to State Finances
[ am years old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic

Charities' Hawaii, which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Transportation

I need TRANSPORTATION because:

If I did NOT HAVE TRANSPORTATION, I could NOT:
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Please make more Kupuna Care funding a priority so that seniors like me
can remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

) -
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City - Zip Code
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TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 21 1)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
o Relating to State Finances
Lam "/ years old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic

Charltles Hawau which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding.

I support this bill and urge your support to providle MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Transportatlon
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Please make more Kupuna Care fundlng a priority so
can remain independent in the community. Thank you.

.'Sincerely, W '
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TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE:  Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
Relating to State Finances
I am years old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic

Charities Hawaii, which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Transportation

I need TRANSPORTATION because:
Lo CAR
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If I did NOT HAVE TRANSPbRTATION, I could NOT:

Please make miore Ku na Care funding a priority so that seniors like me
can remain independent in the community. Thank you.

“Sincerely,

Name: J/MC%
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TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1

_ Relating to State Finances
I am 5 5 years old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic
Charities Hawaii, which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Transportation

I need TRANSPORTATION be?s :

NO ONE To HELP ME UNRELI AP LE

If I did NOT HAVE TRANSPORTATION, I could NOT:

G0 bc}m&/rpm'

Please make more Kupuna Care funding a priority so that seniors like me
can remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name: @L’OK!A' | k/]’ﬂ/f@

Address: WA/ [ L UA _ : ,qz

City if/Code
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TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
Relating to State Finances

I oniny

Tam _~ / vyears old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic
Charities Hawaii, which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Tr_;fmsportation

I need TRANSPORTATION because:
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If I did NOT HAVE TRANSPORTATION, I coul(_{ig_ NOT:
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Please make more Kupuna Care funding a priority so that seniors like me
can remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

n ; J -y
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TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)
RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,

g’;{ﬁ Relating to State Finances

~

I am §kdit  years old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic
Charities Hawaii, which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Transportation

I need TRANSPORTATION because:

;DV': c:r‘PO P POl pho-

If I did NOT HAVE TRANSPORTATION, I could NOT:

ot o) sanmawy dot

Please make more Kupuna Care funding a priority so that seniors like me
can remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name: @mmzbw C, u)b&/‘-‘ﬁfzﬁ

Address: @7’—_150' glo [0 Zi)l// o, i /ﬁ‘ gl ¢ T 7 s

City Zip Code




TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,

. é Relating to State Finances
I am years old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic
Charities Hawaii, which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Transportation

I need TRANSPORTATION because:

If I did NOT HAVE TRANSPORTATION, I could NOT:

Please make more Kupuna Care funding a priority so that seniors like me
can remain independent in the community. Thank you.

incerely, chmfr\[ \/ u E M@‘]/G

Name:
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TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N, Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means '

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE; SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1. PROPOSED SD1,
Relating to State Finances

I am % / years old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic
Charities Hawail, which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding. ,

I support this bill and urge your support to provide MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Transportation

I need TRANSPORTATION because:
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If I did NOT HAVE TRANSPORTATION, I could NOT:
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Please make more Kupuna Care funding a priority so that seniors like me
can remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Name: % ‘fé( W’Z JAAG——

[/m Gerzw Ale PErpés.
Zip Code

ajﬁfﬂ@ WH— gg7¢4

Address:
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TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SDI,

, Relating to State Finances
Tam & &  years old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic
Charities Hawaii, which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Transportation

I need TRANSPORTATION because:

o o e

If I did NOT HAVE TRANSPORTATION, I could NOT:

y /f'—f}’? L 1 breidale OV

Please make more Kupuna Care funding a priority so that seniors like me
can remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Name: MA' See / J I gays 2o}

[~ 7/2 L 67
Address: 207703 Z‘ﬁh‘?’ Cf 49

City Zip Code



TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE:  Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
Relating to State Finances

I am !;ZFQ years old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic
Charities Hawaii, which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Transportation

I need TRANSPORTATION because: o« _ _
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Please make more!Kupuna Caré funding a priority so that senjors like me
can remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

e finde @/@)
Address: 5 4 2, ’-M.Q 87L 52/ WM&M % ?@ 7835

Zip Code




TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
Relating to State Finances

I am j years old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic
Charities Hawaii, which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Transportation

I need TRANSPORTATION because:
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If T did NOT HAVE TRANSPORTATION, I could NOT:

,:i’ A Az” Y?f ST "‘Z"” R Rl

rﬂ/@f? }7 e

Please make more Kupuna Care funding a priority so that seniors like me
can remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Smcerely,

Name: / 79{ ﬁ’ﬂ £ :/“)_Z«ﬁ;;ﬂ/f\r\

o Pl e Geme

City : Zip Code
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TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1.
Relating to State Finances

Iam /7] years old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic
Charities Hawaii, which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Transportation _

I need TRANSPORTATION because:

<] Cannst w@/@ uen,j Fer weth Zoe,m? oo q breakls -

If T did NOT HAVE TRANSPORTATION, I could NOT:
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Please make more Kupuna Care funding a priority so that seniors like me
can remain independent in the community. Thank you.

S.incerely,

Name: *@W L, m. ‘ﬁl?zz/&ﬂ,:
Address: 536 R/’,’zf, 57/ #Q/@ - ’&)&ﬁp@a}w Y%f cf[}(ﬁ/?%/é

City Zip Code




TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,
Relating to State Finances

I am Zé:t years old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic
Charities Hawaii, which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Transportation

I need TRANSPORTATION because:
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If T did NOT HAVE TRANSPORTATION, I could NOT:
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Please make more Kupuna Care funding a priority so that seniors like me
can remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Address: fN lﬂbwé’é WMW 747575

City Zip Code




TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Room 211)

RE: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, PROPOSED SD1,

_ Relating to State Finances
Iam ¢ *]  years old and use the TRANSPORTATION service of Catholic
Charities Hawaii, which is partially funded through Kupuna Care funding.

I support this bill and urge your support to provide MORE FUNDING FOR
KUPUNA CARE SERVICES, like Transportation

I need TRANSPORTATION because:
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If I did NOT HAVE TRANSPORTATION, I could NOT:

Please make more Kupuna Care funding a priority so that seniors like me
can remain independent in the community. Thank you.

Sincerely,
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CATHOLIC CHARITIES HAWAI1

TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

FROM: Stella M.Q. Wong
Vice President of Programs

DATE of Hearing: ~ Tuesday, April 3, 2012 (8:30 a.m., Rm. 211)

SUBJECT: SUPPORT of HB 304, HD1, Proposed SD1,
Relating to State Finances

Chair Ige, Vice Chair Kidani, and Members of the Senate Committees on Ways and Means, my
name is Stella Wong and I am the Vice President of Programs at Catholic Charities Hawai'i. Iam
testifying in strong support of HB304, HD1, Proposed SD1, Relating to State Finances.

Catholic Charities Hawai'i (CCH) is a tax exempt, non-profit agency that has been providing social
services in Hawai'i for over 60 years. CCH has programs serving elders, children, developmentally
disabled, homeless and immigrants. Our mission is to provide services to the most vulnerable of the
people in Hawai'i.

Emergency and Budget Reserve funding was approved by the 2010 Legislature and released by
Governor Abercrombie to ensure that the safety net of services would be able to serve the growing
numbers of people at risk. As of June 30, 2012, these services are at risk of significant reduction or
elimination. The negative impact to our community is tremendous.

The economic situation in our state continues to struggle — we continue to have more people
coming to our doors needing food, shelter, jobs and other basics of life. There is nothing more
heartbreaking than to have to turn away families with young children, frail elders and individuals
with disabilities.

Please help maintain programs to protect the most vulnerable in this State. In particular, CCH
supports the following:

SENIOR CENTERS:

A network of senior centers on Oahu provide vital health education and screenings, fitness,
recreation, case management, and other services to enable thousands of senior citizens to
maintain wellness, support independence and avoid costly institutionalization and have a history
of state funding.

Catholic Charities Hawaii has operated the Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center since 1981.
Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center is a State owned facility that was built as a model senior

aritie:
SA

CLARENCE T. C. CHING CAMPUS ® 1822 Ke‘eaumoku Street, Honolulu, HI 96822 United |
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center for the State of Hawaii in 1969. The Center provides a range of educational, recreational

and social servicesthat include:

Exercise and Educational activities, such as Stretch & Tone and Basic English.

Recreational courses, such as Ukulele and Sewing.

Sponsorship of 7 ethnic clubs that perpetuate ethnic traditions and promote cultural sharing.

Health promotion and screening activities, such as monthly blood pressure checks, health

fairs, and more.

Specia events for education and recreation purposes, such as Candidates' Fair.

e Onsite access to professional counseling and case management services —available to Center
members and their caregiversto aid in the transition from independence to interdependence.

e Opportunities for hundreds older adults to contribute their time and skills to the community
thousands of hours of volunteer service annually.

The Center serves senior citizens, age 60 and older. By contract, it serves seniors living in the
geographic area bounded by census tracts 38-66 (Kakaako - Nuuanu/Punchbowl — Downtown -
LilihalKapalama - Kdihi/Palama - Kaihi Valey - Moanalua). Its priority is to serve those in
greatest economic and social need, with an emphasis on serving low-income, minority elders.
Seniors who live outside the contracted geographic area and lack access to comparable services
due to language, etc. are also served.

We ask that an additional $175,000 be appropriated to the Department of Health, Executive
Office on Aging, to supplement the existing State funding for L anakila M ulti-Pur pose Senior
Center that is distributed to the C& C of Honolulu, Elderly Affairs Division and contracted to
Catholic Charities Hawaii through the RFP process.

Catholic CharitiesHawaii for Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center | $175,000

Moailiili Community Center for Mailiili Senior Center $50,000

Waikiki Community Center $60,000
TOTAL SENIOR CENTER FUNDING REQUESTED | $285,000

KUPUNA CARE:

Catholic Charities Hawai'i is aso the current provider of Kupuna Care transportation services.
Currently, Act 191 (Emergency and Budget Reserve funding) provided funds that make it
possible for Catholic Charities Hawai i to provide an additional 6,000+ trips for seniors to access
health, nutrition and other services this fiscal year. Additional funding through SB 2320, SD1,
will assure that seniors will continue to receive access to the services they need that support their
ability to remain independent in the community.

Catholic Charities Hawai i asks for your support of an additional $4.2M be appropriated to the
Department of Health, Executive Office on Aging, to supplement the existing State funding that
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is distributed to the County offices on aging and contracted to various aging provider agencies
through the RFP process.

| KUPUNA CARE FUNDING REQUESTED | $4, 200,000 |

SAFE AND SOUND FUNDING

Catholic Charities Hawaii Safe and Sound Program needs additiona State funding to continue to
meet the need of children who have experienced intra-familial sex abuse and their families who
fall into the “gap group” that do not qualify for other services who live on Oahu and to expand
these services on the Big Island of Hawaii where virtually no services are available.

We ask that an additional $150,000 be appropriated to the Judiciary, Children’s Justice Center,
to supplement the existing State funding that is contracted to Catholic Charities Hawaii for the
Safe and Sound Program viathe Judiciary, Children’s Justice Center, through the RFP process.

\ CCH SAFE & SOUND PROGRAM FUNDING REQUESTED | $150,000 |

SOLUTIONSTO HOMELESSNESS

Catholic Charities Hawaii is very concerned about the growing crisis of homelessnessin our
communities. Itiscritical for the State to address both the prevention of homelessness and new
strategies to move families more rapidly from homelessness into permanent housing. Thisbill is
important to prevent homelessness as well asto create a new strategy of shallow subsidies to
house homeless families in existing housing while new affordable rentals are being built.

Catholic Charities Hawai‘i gets hundreds of calls each month for help with housing.
Neighborhoods are being flooded with more homeless persons. Federal funds that have assisted
at risk families to avoid homelessness are ending. Funding for homeless prevention would
provide critical short-term assistance to help families obtain or retain housing before they
become homeless. We must lessen the wave of people falling into homelessness.

In transitional shelters, homeless families work hard to change their lives, practice good
budgeting, get ajob and are ready to pay rent—but they still cannot afford market rents. For
many, public housing has seemed to be the only option. Providing an alocation to create
shallow rent subsidies would provide a new and critical option to more rapidly move and
sustain these families in permanent housing. A shallow rent subsidy (maximum of $300/month)
would enable 400-500 sheltered homeless families to move onto permanent housing in the
community, utilizing existing rentals.

We ask that an additional $2,000,000 be appropriated to the Department of Human Services/
Homeless Programs Office, for homeless prevention statewide.
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We aso ask that an additional $1,500,000 be appropriated to the Department of Human
Services/ Homeless Programs Office, for the creation of a shallow rent subsidy program to assist
homeless families and individuals who are ready to rent, with ongoing rental assistance in order
to more rapidly move them onto permanent housing.

HOMELESS PREVENTION FUNDING REQUESTED $2,000,000
SHALLOW SUBSIDY PROGRAM FUNDING REQUESTED $1,500,000
TOTAL HOMELESS PROGRAM FUNDING REQUESTED | $3,500,000

Please help maintain programs to protect the most vulnerable in this State. I strongly urge your
committee to pass HB304, HD1, Proposed SD1.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. Please feel free to contact me at 527-4888 or
swong(@catholiccharitieshawaii.org if I can provide any further information.



mailto:swong@catholiccharitieshawaii.org

To: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair, Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice-Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

From: Wayne M. Tanna, esq. Secretary and Member of the Board of Directors
Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii

Re: Testimony on H.B. 304, SD 1

Relating to State Finances
Hearing: April 3, 2012 at 8:30 a.m.
State Capitol, Conference Room 211

Dear Chair Ige, Vice-Chair Kidani, and members of the Committee on Ways and Means:

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to provide testimony in support of VVolunteer Legal Services
Hawaii (“Volunteer Legal””) on H.B. 304, SD 1, Relating to State Finances. As a practicing attorney and
an advocate for those who are struggling to make a living and maintain a life, | respectfully urge this
Committee to appropriate the proposed funds to the Judiciary so that it can expend said funds to
Volunteer Legal. The expenditure will enable VVolunteer Legal to continue, as it has for the past 30 years,
providing legal services to the indigent, the working poor, the homeless and other vulnerable groups
throughout the State of Hawai’i.

The services to be provided by Volunteer Legal under Section 63 of H.B. 304, S.D. 1 relate to the
provision of legal services by Hawaii licensed attorneys who are recruited by Volunteer Legal’s small
staff and who agree to provide an exceptionally wide range of civil legal services free of charge. Through
a variety of services, individuals walking through Volunteer Legal’s doors experience the difference
between regaining their health and suffering from acute or chronic but untreated illness, securing a job
and unemployment, shelter and homelessness, feeding themselves and feeding their children, safety and
continued exposure to domestic abuse, economic survival and destitution, and financial stability and
bankruptcy. All of this is accomplished through a service delivery model that provides legal assistance of
the highest quality at a far lower, overall cost, when compared with other service models.

During the past year, Volunteer Legal has been forced to reduce its operations significantly. It has half the
staff it had before, some of whom are working reduced hours, with all experiencing cuts in pay.
Unqguestionably, hundreds of individuals and families needing legal assistance have been turned away or
have not been able to access the full range of services that VVolunteer Legal has provided in the past. Most
will never receive the help they need, as Volunteer Legal is frequently the legal service provider of last
resort.

The requested expenditure will help Volunteer Legal to maintain the barest minimum level of staffing,
ensure continuity of the current level of services, and will complement fundraising efforts by an
aggressive campaign in the community to secure Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii’s, and most
importantly, its thousands of clients’, futures.

We respectfully ask for your support of the proposed expenditure in favor of VVolunteer Legal set forth in
Section H.B. 304, S.D.1.

Thank you.
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Testimony to: Committee on Ways and Means
Senator David Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle Kidani, Vice Chair
Members of the Committee

Presented by: Stephanie Ackerman
Board member of Child & Family Service

Measure: HB304 HD1
Title: Relating to State Finances

Chair Ige, Vice Chair Kidani and Members of the Committee:

| am Stephanie Ackerman, a member of the community and also a member of the board of
Child & Family Service (CFS). CFS is Hawaii’s oldest and most comprehensive human service
nonprofit organization with services on every island. | am testifying in strong support of HB304
HD1 as it will restore Child Welfare funds that were cut effective November 30, 2011.

The programs impacted by the elimination of the child welfare funds included:

Permanency Support Services (on Oahu) is a program that serves families when there is a risk
that an adoption might disrupt thereby preventing the child from ending up in foster care or in
a state funded group home.

Family Centers (on Kauai) is a program that serves at-risk families to prevent child abuse and
neglect and also to provide food and clothing to families living on the edge of homelessness.
Substance Abuse Counseling Services (on Maui) is a program focused on parenting skills for
those individuals who have gone through substance rehabilitation and gotten clean and sober,
and are striving to get reunified with their children who are currently in the foster care system.

It makes absolute sense to restore the funding for these programs that easily can pay for
themselves in reduced costs or cost avoidance within the child welfare system as well as
provide the vital services for Hawaii’s children at risk.

CFS’s mission is strengthening families from keiki to kupuna. As a board member of CFS, | urge
you to pass HB304 HD1. Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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Susannah Wesley Community Center

1117 Kaili Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819

Comments from Youth at Susannah Wesley Community Center to Support HB 304 SD1
Proposed

TO: Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senator Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair
Members of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means
FROM: A sampling of Youth Participants of Susannah Wesley Community Center

DATE: April 2, 2012

RE: In Support of HB304 SD1 Proposed, Sec. 39, Making an Appropriation to
Susannah Wesley Community Center

Tristan, age 13- | like it here because | like playing basket ball and | hope to join their
Late Night Team. | come here because | can meet up with friends who don’t go to same
school as me. If Susannah Wesley was not here, | would just go home and sleep.

Ethan, age 11- Susannah’s is a place that feels safe with the building and the staff
always looking out for the little kids.

Jun Jun, age 10- | get homework helps and do lots of stuff. We play all kine games,
pool, | have practiced shooting baskets, | get to sit and draw with contests.

Hershel, age 12- Here | learn and work on reading and math, it's getting more easy.
Easy.

Arleth, age 16- | started coming here after school for activities its better than just hang
out on the streets of Kalihi. Susannah Wesley helps me in school, | gain leadership
skills. Without the center | would probably be hanging out with bad people, staying out
late you know being a bad teenager.

Melvin, age 15- The center is a place to chill and hangout. | can also meet up with
friends and do homework. If SWCC was not here | would just cruse.



Jann, age 12- If | were not here | would do what | use to. | went to school’s program but
there | have to pick one thing to do. | cannot just relax, like here | get to do more.

Francis, age 12- Problems | see in Kalihi are fights. But at Susannah’s all the workers
make us follow rules. They keep us happy and stop us all from fighting. All problems are
solved.

D.J., age 11- | come here because | have fun with good activities and homework time,
there are pool tables, and | play basket ball. There is a basket ball team....I learned
from practice to dribble more better and communicate with your team.

Delfin, age 8-l learned to not say bad words, be respectful, responsible, safe....here |
get to make new friends with activities and games with prizes and food. | learn more
things, read, drawl, and use computers.

Jerald, age 8- If Susannah wasn’t here | would be bored and could fight.

Daniel, age 10- If Susannah’s wasn’t here | don't know what | would do. I liking coming
to be with friends and get help from workers on my homework. | get to spend time in the
gym learning sports and playing Sham Battle.

Kyle, age 11- | don’t go home afterschool because most times no one is there because
they have a lot jobs. But | come to the center and get help with work, and get to hang
out with friends.

Daizha, age 15- Problems | see in the community are fights, and stealing. But
Susannah’s helps me stay out of trouble, instead you do your work, participate in
activities, volunteer and help others.






From: Christine Wolfrum/WAILUKU/HIDOE@notes.k12.hi.us
To: WAM Testimony

Senate Ways & Means Committee
Subject: HB304, HD1
Date: Tuesday, April 3,2012, 8:30 AM

Although it is 3:20 and | am still at school planning, creating assessment for the new Common Core standards, filling out
POs for field trips, and coloring beans for a Math lesson tomorrow, emailing this testimony is too important to pass up.

RAP coming to Wailuku Elementary School has had a profound influence on children's perception of reading and the
community involvement. It truly has brought families together. Being a large school that serves a highly disadvantaged
and ELL population, RAP is one way that students can get books into their house, and be read to. It has increased the
usage of our public library and has been a great way for students to bond with each other and their families. The energy
and smiles on RAP night abound.

Losing out on RAP would be a huge blow to one of the few highly attended functions at our school and would drastically
impact morale and general excitement about reading that RAP has fostered.

Please do not take it away. Please understand if there are not as many responses from our school it does not mean that
our teachers and families do not care, it is that it is difficult to juggle everything and find time in the day to write extra
emails.

Teachers love RAP. Parents love RAP. Most importantly, the CHILDREN LOVE RAP. Please do not take this away from
our students.

Sincerely,

Christine Wolfrum
Kindergarten Teacher
Wailuku Elementary School
Wailuku, HI
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From: Cynthia Kay
To: WAM Testimony

Senate Ways & Means Committee
Subject: HB304, HD1
Date: Tuesday, April 3,2012, 8:30 AM

Re: Read Aloud America
1 am writing because | have been a reader for Read Aloud America and must share
what a great program this is.

1 saw it in the children's eyes and observed how it bonded the kids with their
parents and how the kids learned to appreciate books.
1 believe that as adults, we are responsible to show children how the world works
and by spending time with them reading we are giving them the gift of time and
knowledge.
We need more of this!
Cindy Kay
Wailea , Hi.



From: drrobert santry@lifesuccess-adventures.com
To: WAM Testimony

Senate Ways & Means Committee
Subject: Support HB304, HD1
Date: Tuesday, April 3,2012, 8:30 AM

As a volunteer reader I am pleased and honored to offer a testimonial on the positive
contributions Real Aloud America makes to our children, to our parents, and to our
educational system. The program gets results meaning the activity encourages gatherings
of parents and children, children enjoying the joy of reading, and the positive impact on
the host school. Parents return to reading to their children. Families reduce the amount
of television consumed daily and focus on traditional activities such as reading,
conversations, and games.

Please support this program with your vote, your voice, and our money.
Give our children and parents the opportunity to fall in love with reading.

WE INSPIRE WINNERS!
Robert M. Santry, M.D., D.Min., Ph.D.

Makawao, Hawaii 96768 USA
808-276-0835



From: ed corbett
To: WAM Testimony
Senate Ways & Means Committee
Subject: HB304, HD1
Date: Tuesday, April 3, 2012, 8:30 AM

To Whom it May Concern,

I became aware of this program 2 years ago as a member of the Kihei Sunrise Rotary Club.
Our club was made aware of the fact that Read Aloud America was expanding their program
to the Island of Maui and they were seeking volunteers to be readers at their program for the
Elementary Keiki of Kihei. Our club quickly realized that this was a fantastic program to
enlighten not only the children, but the parents as well as to the benefits of reading for fun
and enjoyment.

Our club became heavily involved and provided support to the program and now Rotary
members Island wide have supported the RAA as well.

I realize that monies for non profits aren't as available as it was a few years back so the
competition for the dollar has become more important to these agencies.

I can't help but believe that RAA should be highly considered for fund allocations this year
and for future years.

Mabhalo,

Ed Corbett

Past President 2010-2011
Rotary Club of Kihei Sunrise
Cell: 808 264 3468

Fax: 8774000573

efcorbett@yahoo.com



From: ecsway

To: WAM Testimony
Senate Ways & Means Committee

Subject: HB304, HD1

Date: Tuesday, April 3, 2012, 8:30 AM

Read Aloud America is a Hawaii program that has been providing
services to low income families and Title I public schools in Hawaii
for more than a dozen years, and has served the needs of more
than a quarter of a million parents and children here.

By strengthening students? at-home support system while
bridging the gap between school and the home, RAP can help
prevent students from making negative academic and social
choices later in life simply by focusing on reading with family.

It is vital to the community that this program be funded.

Ellen Sway
Kihei, Hawai'i



TO: WAM Testimony
Senate Ways & Means Committee

FROM: Geoff Cassel
RE: Support HB304, HD1

HEARING: Tuesday, April 3,2012, 8:30 AM
Conference Room 211, State Capitol

TESTIMONY TO THE TWENTY-SIXTH STATE LESISLATURE, 2012 SESSION

Honorable Members of the Committee:

As a one time volunteer reader for Read Aloud America, I respectfully urge you to
support House Bill HB304, HD1. My experience is that the children and parents who
attended this program were infused with enthusiasm and support for the practice of
reading aloud every week in the home, and limiting television exposure. These two
things alone can greatly enhance the education for these children. Education is a
partnership between the schools and the parents and the entire community. Read
Aloud America is a community building enterprise that nourishes this partnership.

Read Aloud America is a Hawaii program that has been providing services to low
income families and Title I public Schools in Hawaii for more than a dozen years,
and has served the needs of more than a quarter of a million parents and children
here.

By strengthening students’ at-home support system while bridging the gap between
school and the home, RAP can help prevent students from making negetive
academic and social choices later in life simply by focusing on reading with the
family.

The simplicity of this concept actually fulfills a critical need. Research shows that
children who attend high-quality programs after school hours are more likely to
make better grades and behave better in school, spend less time watching TV, make
better social choices growing up and have lower incidences of drug use, gang
involvement, and teenage pregnancy (U.S. Departments of Education and Justice
2000).

Specific results from RAP show that families watch less TV and spend more time
together; parents are more involved in their children’s learning; and students have
an increased interest in reading and a more positive attitude toward school.

Reading is the keystone of education. Students who are competent and engaged
readers do well in all areas of the curriculum. Students who are not competent



readers struggle in the primary grades, begin a “slide out” around third grade, lose
ground in all academic areas as they advance through the grades, and eventually
lose interest in school, often falling prey to the perceived security of gangs and
drugs. Students who don’t achieve success in school are more likely to drop out, not
find employment as adults, and wind up on welfare rolls, drug rehabilitation
programs, or jail. 70-80% of prison inmates are school dropouts (Trelease 2009).

To that end, Read Aloud America offers tools for school communities to not only
strengthen the connection between school and the home, but also to provide a safe
and fun family activity during after-school hours. RAP supports education by
helping parents learn how to incorporate educational - and fun- activities into the
home. It promotes making healthy choices, such as reducing dependence on
electronic media, engaging in more quality family time, and creating a reading
friendly home environment. As a result, students have a greater possibility for
success in school - and in life.

In Hawaii where more than 93% of all parents work while trying to raise healthy
families, providing a low cost but very effective program to help them create firm
communication skills is vital. That it also often starts a lifelong love affair with
reading and learning more about the world around us, is a wonderful bonus.

On behalf of the many schools, and the thousands of parents and children we serve, |
respectfully ask your kokua in supporting House Bill HB304, HD1.

Geoff Cassel



TO: Senate Ways & Means Committee
FROM: Halle Maxwell, Principal
Kihei Elementary School
DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012, 8:30 AM, Conference Room 211.
RE: In support of HB304, HDI

KATHRYN MATAYOSHI

MBIE
NEL ‘A;EVEE‘CRO SUPERINTENDENT

STATE OF HAWAI'l
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

KIHEI ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

250 E. Lipoa St.
Kihei, HI 96753

TESTIMONY TO THE TWENTY-SIXTH STATE LEGISLATURE, 2012 SESSION
Honorable Members of the Commltﬁee

My school community faces many economic challenges. We also have a large population of families who do not
have English as their native language. Despite these obstacles, our families make time to attend “RAP nights”
and value this time spent together as a family. After each session, I review the comments from parents
regarding how RAP has affected them. It is inspirationsl and touching to see how this program changes their
lives for the better! Here are a couple of examples:

One mom wrote that she didn't want to attend. She was busy and tired but her children begged her to bring them to
RAP. She wrote that she was so happy to have atfended and that she was grateful that the presenter made her laugh.
She wrote that it has been a really long time since she has langhed.

Another parent wrote, “We love this program. This program is the whole reason why my two youngest daughters
love to read.”

A busy parent wrote, “I really enjoy this. It gives me qualisy time o spend with my kids since I work fuil time.... I
make it a point to schcdule these days to get off early just to spend time with my kids.”

Another parent who has faced many struggles in her life wrote, “My daughter, who is in second grade, looks forward
to coming each session. I've just been released from prison after doing 5 years straight and my daughter was just 2
years old. All I did was read. That kept my mind from going insane. Since being out, I've read only one book.
Then I came to this RAngrmaudlfsnnmdedn about the pleasures to the soul of reading. Now I'm reading
again on a daily basis. Time is set aside each day, Monday- Sunday, for one hour just for reading. This is done with
my husband, myself and our daughter. Again; thank you.”

When I read comments like these, and the dozens more just like them, I am reminded of the role the school and
p s like RAP can play in belping to bring families together, create meaningful memories and foster a life-
long love of reading!

1 have seen first hand how this program changes lives and I implore you to support Senate Bill 2659 so that RAP
can continue to positively impact the lives of our children and their familfes.

Sincerely,

Halle Maxwell, Principal
Kibei Elementary School
808-875-6818
AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



TESTIMONY TO THE TWENTY-SIXTH STATE LESISLATURE, 2012 SESSION

TO: WAM Testimony
Senate Ways & Means Committee

FROM: Jean Wayne
RE: HB304,HD1

HEARING: Tuesday, April 3,2012, 8:30 AM
Conference Room 211, State Capitol

With aloha I ask you to support this bill. The Read Aloud program creates
enthusiastic involvement for both children and parents. What a positive alternative
to computer games

Sincerely,

Jean Wayne



TESTIMONY TO THE TWENTY-SIXTH STATE LESISLATURE, 2012 SESSION
TO: Senate Ways & Means Committee
FROM:  Kory Strona, Participant/Volunteer for Read Aloud America, Inc.
Telephone: (808) 349-8252

RE: HB304, HD1

HEARING:  Tuesday, April 3,2012, 8:30 AM
Conference Room 211, State Capitol

Honorable Members of the Committee:
I respectfully urge you to support House Bill HB304, HD1.

As a high school student I began attending the Read Aloud Program with my
younger siblings. As I graduated high school and began college I became a volunteer
with the Read Aloud Program. [ am now a proud father hoping thatI can very soon
attend these programs with my son. [ have been involved with Read Aloud America
since the year 2000, and I cannot imagine raising a family any other place than our
beautiful island state.

By supporting this bill you will be telling me that you care about what matters most
in life for the families in our communities. You will be sending the message that you
understand the importance of the family unit, and the invaluable impact it has on
our keiki.

I could cite laundry lists of statistics that show you the many ways the Read Aloud
Programs benefit us all, however | know that at the end of the day, choices need to
be made that will benefit some and not others. To truly make a difference and affect
the greatest amount of people, the short term sacrifices are inevitable, but not
without great reward.

The people behind Read Aloud America and the families that attend the programs
know all too well, that this is too important to give up on. I ask you to please support
House Bill HB304, for our future, for our families, and for our keiki.

W 02/73/&/1

Kory Strona, Participant/Volunteer, Read Aloud America, Inc. Date




From: Lindsay Alexander/WAILUKU/HIDOE@notes.k12.hi.us
To: WAM Testimony

Senate Ways & Means Committee
Subject: Support HB304, HD1
Date: Tuesday, April 3,2012, 8:30 AM

To Whom it may concern:

| am writing in support of funding for the RAP program. We have had the pleasure of having the program at our school
last year and again this year. | really cannot say enough wonderful things about it. One of the main things RAP
accomplishes which is such a major component in helping students to be successful is that it gets the parents involved.
The families show up for several nights of having great stories read to them as well as the pizza and drinks which are all
donated. There is always "buzz" around the school the next day where the kids who attended are talking about what
stories were being read as well as what prizes were won (all donated). The program also does a great job of promoting
the local libraries and | would be willing to bet that the circulation at the public library near our school goes way up when
RAP is happening. ! know that the demand and check out rates at our schoo! library go up during RAP. The turnout for
the program is absolutely amazing, 100's of people showing up. Definitely lots of bang for the funding bucks. Please,
please, please find the money to help this program keep running.

Lindsay Alexander

Technology Coordinator

Wailuku Elementary

(808)984-5622 x249

live simply, love generously, care deeply and speak kindly
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From: Mary Baker

To: WAM Testimony
Senate Ways & Means Committee

Subject: HB304, HD1
Funding for READ ALOUD program

Date: Tuesday, April 3,2012, 8:30 AM

Aloha from Kihei in Maui!

| have and do participate in the READ ALOUD PROGRAM in our Kihei schools. | am a reader for a
second grade class. This is an exciting and worthwhile program and works with families to instill the
love of reading with the children and parents together in a fun group centered activity. Reading for me
has been the window to the world. Television and the computer, while in some instances, especially
the computer, have aided the learning curve of education....reading that book, going to the library and
having your parents read to you is much more important to further the educational opportunities and
thinking of Hawaii and her children. Do not be responsible for eliminating funding and the
opportunites to “open the windows and doors” of learning and reading for our
children and leaders of tomormow.

Respectfully yours,

MaryMargaret Baker APRN, FNP, MSN
275 KuliPuu Place

Kihei, Hawaii 96753

808-879-9295



TESTIMONY TO THE TWENTY-SIXTH STATE LESISLATURE, 2012 SESSION
TO: Senate Ways & Means Committee
FROM:  Meredith Russell, Volunteer for Read Aloud America, Inc.
Telephone: (808) 579-9073

RE: HB304, HD1

HEARING:  Tuesday, April 3, 2012, 8:30 AM
Conference Room 211, State Capitol

Honorable Members of the Committee:

As a parent, a state of Hawaii juvenile probation officer, and a volunteer reader for Read
Aloud America, Inc,, I respectfully urge you to support House Bill HB304, HD1.

I know there is significant research to prove that a program such as this one is
effective and so important for our children and families. There is so much more
benefit to this program than just getting children interested in reading. This
program plants seeds, nourishes and enhances a vital component for a foundation
that will help build future leaders of our communities.

Reading is fundamental to success in most every other academic area. [ have met
many teens involved in the court system that cannot read or write and can not
properly fill out an employment application. This is very sad and I do not
understand how this is still happening.

This program also promotes family involvement, which leads to better
communication, healthy interaction and confidence. Confident students who can
read and comprehend will lead to less school drop out, less juvenile delinquency
and less crime in our communities.

Supporting this Bill is the right thing to do for our Keiki and families. I respectfully
request your support.



TESTIMONY TO THE TWENTY-SIXTH STATE LESISLATURE, 2012 SESSION
TO: Senate Ways & Means Committee
FROM: Moana Volunteer at Read Aloud America, Inc.
Telephone: (808) 280-4479
RE: HB304, HD1
HEARING:  Tuesday, April 3,2012, 8:30 AM
Conference Room 211, State Capitol

Honorable Members of the Committee:

As a volunteer with Read Aloud America I respectfully urge you to support House Bill
HB304, HD1.

I have been volunteering for Read Aloud America for a year and it is an amazing
program.

I grew up on Maui, and was home schooled until high school, withouta TV and our
parents read to me and my sisters all the time as children, and we were and
continue to be avid readers. I was lucky to have had reading be an important part of
my education and my life, and RAP {Read Aloud Program) brings that to the public
schools and the children love it!

Reading is so integral to a child’s education, and helps in ways that transcend a
classroom setting.

Upon my lastreading session to 5% graders at Kihei Elementary School, when I had
finished for the evening the kids were saying, “No, don’t stop reading, we love
reading!” RAP truly is an amazing program, the kids both love it and need it, and it
would be a huge shame if this program ended.

Mahalo Nui Loa,

Moana Jenson

Volunteer at Read Aloud America and an avid reader for life



TESTIMONY TO THE TWENTY-SIXTH STATE LESISLATURE, 2012 SESSION
TO: Senate Ways & Means Committee
FROM:  Patricia Hemmen

Telephone: (808) 214-5549
RE: HB304, HD1

HEARING:  Tuesday, April 3,2012, 8:30 AM
Conference Room 211, State Capitol

Honorable Members of the Committee:

As a volunteer with Read Aloud America I respectfully urge you to support House Bill
HB304, HD1.

By strengthening students’ at-home support system while bridging the gap between school
and the home, RAP can help prevent students from making negative academic and social
choices later in life simply by focusing on reading with family.

The simplicity of this concept actually fulfills a critical need. Research shows that children
who attend high-quality programs after school hours are more likely to make better grades
and behave better in school, spend less time watching TV, make better social choices
growing up and have lower incidences of drug use, gang involvement, and teenage
pregnancy.

Specific results from RAP show that families watch less TV and spend more time together;
parents are more involved in their children’s learning; and students have an increased
interest in reading and a more positive attitude toward school.

In Hawaii where more than 93% of all parents work while trying to raise healthy families,
providing a low cost but very effective program to help them create firm communication
skills is vital. That it also often starts a lifelong love affair with reading and learning more
about the world around us, is a wonderful bonus.

On behalf of the many schools, and thousands of parents and children, I respectfully ask for
your help, :

Patricia Hemmen Volunteer, Read Aloud America.



. NEIL ABERCROMBIE

TO: Senate Ways and Means Committee
FROM: Susan Alivado, Principal
Pa’ia School

DATE: Tuesday, April 3, 2012, 8:30 AM, Conference Room 211

RE: In Support of HB304, HD1

KATHRYN S. MATAYOSH!

GOVERNOR SUPERINTENDENT
STATE OF HAWA!'I
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
PA'IA SCHOOL
955 BALDWIN AVENUE
PAIA, HI 96779
March 23, 2012

Read Aloud Program
Jed Gaines
Dear Jed:

Mabhalo nui loa to you, Larry and Joanne Laird (and their assistants) and the Read Aloud Program (RAP) for
continuing to support schools with your excellent reading program. Pa’ia School was fortunate to have had
your program twice.

Your program encourages students to read and it engages and involves the whole family to place reading as a
priority and a family focus. In both times, RAP was included as part of our Academic Plan’s parent engagement
goal, to get entire families supporting the education that occurs here at school. The engagement not only
included the immediate family but also extended to relatives and friends who were involved in our children’s
lives. The program provided modeling to students and to the adults to continue reading in the home setting.

The positive comuments provided from the adults validated the learning that they rediscovered and stressed how
important adults are to their child’s success in school.

The first time we had RAP, the enrollment was encouraging with about half of our families initially coming out
for this event. The subsequent attendances followed the normal pattern however. still felt we had a good tum
out even when competing with the Maui County Fair. When we brought back RAP during the first semester of
the 2011 school year, the attendance was unbelievable. The school auditorium was packed to capacity and
overflowing out the doors! Parents, grandparents, and after school support clubs were a few of the adults
involved in ensuring the students participated. We were at capacity throughout most of the six weeks. Even
until the sixth session, we were still enrolling new families.

The students were excited about the book swap, having the parents take them to the library after school or on
weekends and especially being read aloud during their individual grade level sessions. The books selected were
of a high interest level and you could see the students getting hooked on to reading by the stories that were
shared. A couple of the books that stood out for me were the Hunger Games and The Lightening Tree.

1 am hopeful that you will be able to continue this program here in Maui, Hawaii. Like the television
comunercial, some things are priceless; RAP is one of these things. The benefits from the program and the
impact it has on the students are immeasurable. Pa’ia School would LOVE to see RAP return again!

Sincerely,

Arcans liacts

Susan Alivado, Principal

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



TESTIMONY TO THE TWENTY-SIXTH STATE LESISLATURE, 2012 SESSION
TO: Senate Ways & Means Committee

FROM:  Susan Harper
Curriculum Coordinator, Makawao School, Makawao, HI 96768
Telephone: (808) 573-8770

RE: HB304, HD1

HEARING: Tuesday, April 3,2012, 8:30 AM
Conference Room 211, State Capitol

Honorable Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of House Bill HB304, HD1 which will fund the Read Aloud America program.
Makawao School hosted this wonderful program last Spring with resounding success. Our student
population was at 480 at that time and during the 6 sessions of RAP that were held, the average
attendance per session was 407 people. Of the total student population, 71% attended at least one
session. For our small country school these numbers are sensational.

But what speaks even more clearly to the value of RAP is what students and parents shared with us
about the experience. I have stacks of letters testifying that the RAP experience helped strengthen a
love of reading in the home and brought families closer together. Most families watched less
television as a result of RAP sessions, increased the use of our public library and strengthened
bonds with the Makawao community.

I urge you to support Read Aloud America and House Bill HB304, HD1. This program touches
communities and children in a unique and meaningful way.

Sincerely,

Susan Harper



TESTIMONY TO THE TWENTY-SIXTH STATE LESISLATURE, 2012 SESSION

TO: Senate Ways & Means Committee
FROM: Tara Otomo, Wailuku Elementary School Librarian
Telephone: (808) 243-5848, ext 311

RE: HB304, HD1

HEARING: Tuesday, April 3, 2012, 8:30 AM
Conference Room 211, State Capitol

Honorable Members of the Committee:

My name is Tara Otomo and I am the librarian at Wailuku Elentary School. I respectfully urge you
to support House Bill HB304, HD1.

Our school was fortunate enough to be a part of this year's Read Aloud Program. We were treated to
six evenings of family, food, fun, and most importantly reading. | believe that in our busy society, we
don't get to spend quality time together as families any more. RAP nights allowed parents,
grandparents, aunties, uncles and children time to be together without the distraction of technology.
The evenings began with a snack and an energizer session where small prizes are handed out for
answering simple questions about the RAP program and Hawaii. Following this, students were
separated into grade level appropiiate groups. Parents were grouped together for an information
session on what they can do to foster reading in their children. Everyone was read to - parents
included. Pizza was served after the reading session was over and the evening was concluded with

prize giveaways.

I volunteered to be an escort. This job required me to show the readers to their designated rooms
and make sure that the students behaved appropriately. | supervised the 7th and 8th graders and
was impressed by their attentiveness and interest in the story. The book selection was awesome and
I did not have one behavior problem. | believe that this was the case because the students were
genuinely interested in the book and had the desire to know what was coming next. There was also
no pressure for students because on of the RAP beliefs is not to have tests, homework, or even

questioning.

My experience with RAP has been such a positive one. Doing away with this program would be a
disservice to our children and their families.

Tara Otomo
Librarian

Wailuku Elementary School
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov

To: WAM Testimony

Cc: tmizuno@boh.com

Subject: Testimony for HB304 on 4/3/2012 8:30:00 AM
Date: Monday, April 02, 2012 7:20:58 AM

Testimony for WAM 4/3/2012 8:30:00 AM HB304

Conference room: 211
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Tony Mizuno
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tmizuno@boh.com
Submitted on: 4/2/2012

Comments:
I strongly support HB 304.
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