NEIL ABERCROMBLE

GOVERNOR

TO:

FROM:

SUBIJECT:

PATRICIA MCMANAMAN
DIRECTOR

STATE OF HAWAIL
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
P. Q. Bax 339
Honolulu, Hawaii 96809-033%

February 2, 2012

The Honorable John M. Mizuno, Chair
House Committee on Human Services

The Honorable Ryan 1. Yamane, Chair
House Committee on Health

Patricia McManaman, Director
H.B. 2792 - RELATING TO MEDICAID

Hearing: Thursday, February 2, 2012; 10:00 a.m.
Conference Room 329, State Capitol

PURPOSE: The purpose of the bill is to authorize the Department of Human Services to

provide medical assistance for dialysis, chemotherapy, and other cancer treatments, inpatient and

outpatient physician visits, and drug prescriptions.

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION: The Department of Human Services (DHS) opposes this

bill because this bill would limit the benefits provided by DHS.

If this bill were to apply to Medicaid, it would significantly reduce benefits as DHS covers

dialysis, chemotherapy and other cancer treatment without limitation; has no limits on physician

visits; and has no limitation on monthly prescriptions.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.
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House Committee on Human Services
The Hon. John Mizuno, Chair
The Hon. Jo Jordan, Vice Chair

Testimony in Support of House Bill 2792
Relating to Medicaid
Submitted by Robert Hirokawa, Chief Executive Officer
February 2, 2012, 10 a.m., Room 329

The Hawai‘i Primary Care Association, which represents community health centers in Hawai‘i, supports
the intent of House Bill 2792 which authorizes the Department of Human Services to provide medical
assistance for dialysis, chemotherapy, and other cancer treatments, inpatient and outpatient physician
visits, and drug prescriptions.

Currently, 48% of community health centers patients are enrolled in Medicaid and 25% are currently
uninsured. As such, the Primary Care Association supports the intent of this bill but would like 2 more
definitive statement made as to the particular individuals encompassed by this measure, be they Medicaid,
uninsured patients, or potentially even commercially insured individuals.

We urge you to pass this measure out of commiltee so as to further this important discussion. Thank you
for the opportunity to testify.
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House Committee on Human Services
Representative John Mizuno, Chair
Representative Jo Jordan, Vice Chair

House Committee on Health
Representative Ryan Yamane, Chair
Representative Dee Morikawa, Vice Chair

Hearing:
State Capitol Room 329
February 2, 2012, 10:00 a.m.

HB 2792 - Relating to Medicaid

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of HB 2792, which authorizes the
Department of Human Services to provide medical assistance for dialysis, chemotherapy, and
other cancer treatments, inpatient and outpatient physician visits, and drug prescriptions.

The American Cancer Society is the nationwide, community-based, voluntary health
organization dedicated to eliminating cancer as a major health problem by preventing cancer,
saving lives, and diminishing suffering from cancer, through research, education, advocacy, and
service.

Access to care for low income individuals has always been a great concern to the Society. This
expansion of medical assistance could provide better patient outcomes for those individuals
who are in greater need of treatment options and services due to income levels and insurance
cover ages. Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to provide this testimony on this
measure.

Sincerely,

Cory Chun
Government Relations Director

American Cancer Society Hawai’i Pacific, Inc., 2370 Nu’uanu Avenue, Honolulu, Hawaii 96817-1714
#Phone: (808) 595-7500 eFax; (808) 595-7502 e24-Hour Cancer Info: (800) 227-2345 ehtp://vww.cancer.org



Testimony for HUS/HLT 2/6/2012 10:45:60 AM HB2792

Conference room: 329

Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Brenda Kosky
Organization: Individual
E-mail: Brenda.Kosky@gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/4/2012

Comments:



Testimony for HUS/HLT 2/6/2012 10©:45:00 AM HB2792

Conference room: 329

Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: quentin ilac
Organization: Individual

E-mail: guentin ilac@hotmail.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments: :

I support this bill because there are many elderly who are sick and on fixed
incomes. There are also people who have been sick for a long time, can't work and
need these services but cannot afford to pay for them so they either go into debt
or go without seeking treatment.



Testimony for HUS/HLT 2/6/2012 10:45:00 AM HB2792

Conference room: 329
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Desiree Ordonez
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tehaneld43@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:

I support this bill because there are many elderly who are sick and on fixed
incomes. There are also people who have been sick for a long time, can't work and
need these services but cannot afford to pay for them so they either go into debt
or go without seeking treatment,.



Testimony for HUS/HLT 2/6/2012 10:45:00 AM HB2792

Conference room: 329

Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Brenton Dwiggins
Organization: Individual
E-mail: tehaneld3@yahco.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2012

Comments:

There are people who have been sick for a long time, can't work and need these
services but cannot afford to pay for them so they either go into debt or go
without seeking treatment. This would also help with families who are struggling
and can afford treatment for a off spring or something for that matter.



Testimony for HUS/HLT 2/6/2612 10:45:00 AM HB2792

Conference room: 329
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Yvonne Martin
Organization: Individual

E-mail: vaghnbeeflyahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2812

Comments:

I support this bill because I am one among many who need medical surgeries, but
cannot afford it due to income issue so, I suffer with my pain and try to keep my
finance's in order.



Testimony for HUS/HLT 2/6/2012 19:45:00 AM HB2792

Conference room: 329
Testifier position: Support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Bernard Ordonez
Organization: Individual

E-mail: shydzl@yahoo.com
Submitted on: 2/5/2612

Comments:
I support this bill because there are many elderly who are sick and on fixed
incomes. They suffer day to day due to this.



