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House Bill 2325 proposes to require the approval of state permits for broadband related permits
within forty-five days of submission of a complete permit application. If on the forty-sixth day
an application is not approved, approved with modifications, or disapproved, it shall be deemed
approved by the State. The Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) offers the
following concerns.

The proposed measure does not contain a list of state or county permits for broadband facilities
that would be subject to expeditéWfëview and/or automatic approval. In addition, if broadband
facilites are subject to Chapter 343 Hawaii Revised Statutes (FIRS) (Chapter 343, HRS, is not a
permit function), it is unc ear how this fimction would be completed, under such a stringent
permit processing timeframe. The measure also stipulates that “the term Ibroadband related
permits] does not include any state permit for which the approval of a~4sal~~ncy is explicitly
required...” In general, this measure lacks specificity and would be difficult to implement in its
present form as there would likely be confusion or dissagreement over what permits would
actually be affected, and how Chapter 343, FIRS, process would be completed. Also the term
“broadband~permits” is vauge. Specifically, the term “related” should not be used in this
context as it could be constrned to be related to almost anything.

As an alternative to this measure, the Legislature should endeavor to create a single permtting
authoirty for “broadband permits” and exempt broadband facilities from other permits. This
process needs to be articulated in state law with specific details about the single permitting
authoity and guidelines for the processing of permits. The single permtiting authority would
coordinate permit processing with other agencies and stakeholders. A more reasonable
timeframe than forty-five days is required to complete the process.
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The Department of Transportation/supr5qlt this bill.

This bill proposes to exempt the in’~t~ilation, improvement, construction, or development

of infrastructure relating to broadband service or broadband technology if an application

is not approved within forty-five days. The Department will have an opportunity to

review planned work and will not be held liable for any non-approval.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.
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