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Testimony in Support of HB 2273 RELATING TO CONCUSSIONS 
Senate EDU/TIA 1:20pm Auditorium 3/16/12    
Submitted by Chad Taniguchi, Executive Director, Hawaii Bicycling League 
 
 
Education and Awareness are key 
 
The Hawaii Bicycling League supports HB2273 to develop a concussion awareness program in the 
highe schools.  Education and awareness do so much to arm our citizens with information to make 
decisions. 
 
While concussions may develop in organized sports, they can result from everyday activities as well, so 
the program should include awareness about any bump or trauma to the head.  For bicyclists, half of all 
crashes are when a cyclist falls because of road conditions or loss of balance for any number of causes.  
The instances of motorist – bicycle interaction are only 17% of all bicyclist-involved crashes.  
Therefore, helmets should be worn at all times because they are extremely helpful in low speed crashes 
and simple falls. 
 
Education and awareness are the keys to preventive and mitigative actions, which are the best way to 
avoid serious injury.  Let’s avoid the injury itself.  The Hawaii Bicycling League started a Safety 
Awareness & Education Program in conjunction with the tragic death of Zachary Manago, a talented 
HPU baseball player and avid bicyclist from Moanalua H.S. who was killed by a hit and run driver in 
December 2010.  The Zachary Manago Ride in Paradise, to be held July 7-8, 2012, asks all road users 
to heed Kamehameha’s Law of the Splintered Paddle because “Everyone has the right to be safe on 
Hawaii’s roads.”  This simple education and awareness message can save lives, just as the concussion 
program will do.  Drivers – be aware of other road users. 
 
Ride Aloha! Drive Aloha! 
Everyone has the right to be safe on Hawaii's roads.  
Mamalahoe Kanawai, Kamehameha's Law of the Splintered Paddle 1797, Hawaii state 
constitution 1978 
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