UNIVERSITY OF HAWAK] SYSTEM
Legislative Testimony

Testimony Presented Before the
House Committee on Finance
February 24, 2012 at 1:30 p.m.

by
Dr. Lorna Tsutsumi
Professor, University of Hawai'i at Hilo

HB 2100, HD1 RELATING TO BEES
Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee and Members of the Committee:

My name is Dr. Lorna Tsutsumi and | am a Professor of Entomology at the University of
Hawai'i at Hilo, College of Agriculture, Forestry and Natural Resource Management. For over
20 years, UHH has offered the only credited catalogued beekeeping courses within the UH
system. The two courses, beginning beekeeping and advanced beekeeping, provide UHH
students with the opportunity to learn about honey bees and gain valuable hands-on experience
in the maintenance and cultivation of honey bees.

Honey bees are responsible for the pollination of many important agricultural crops and
their health and well-being is especially important as we strive to fessen our dependency on
imports. There are several major pests of honey bees in Hawai i such as the small hive beetle
and the Varroa mite that are reducing colony numbers thus adversely affecting the beekeeping
industry and crops that are dependent on honey bee pollination.

Recently, the University of Hawai'i at Hilo partnered with a local chef to promote honey
bee awareness through a program, “Adopt a Beehive with Alan Wong”. The program serves as
a medium that bridges the public and private sector for a common good that generates
resources for UHH beekeeping students and allows for public involvement through student
communication and activities.

There are presently 25 bee hives at the UHH apiary located on the 110 acre Panaewa
farm that are used for the hands-on beekeeping laboratories. The hives are assigned to
students who learn manipulation skills and then send public “adopters” monthly updates on the
status of their hives. In addition fo these hives, the UHH farm has a one acre bee friendly
educational garden, Mapuhonehone. The garden contains 1) a variety of plants that are used
by honey bees and man, 2) plants that are tied into the history of beekeeping in Hawai'i, and 3)
other requirements for honey bee needs such as water.

An additional need to complement the teachirig apiary and the educational garden and
advance honey bee awareness is another apiary that will be used primarily for research. The
hives in this apiary will be used for applied research projects to develop control measures and
devices to help maintain healthy honey bee colonies. An area on the UHH farm has already
been designated for this apiary and this bill will provide moneys to support a functioning
research apiary. Since the research will be conducted on the bee hives at the farm, researchers
and students will have the opportunity to conduct meaningful, applicable experiments to improve
honey bee wellness and productivity for Hawai'i. _

Finally, we support this bill provided that its passage does not replace or adversely
impact priorities as indicated in our Board of Regents approved supplemental budget.

Thank you for providing this opportunity to testify on HB 2100, HD1.
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Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the Commitiee:

| am Brian Miyamoto, Chief Operating Officer and Government Affairs Liaison for the
Hawaii Farm Bureau Federation (HFBF). Organized since 1948, the HFBF is comprised
of 1,800 farm family members statewide, and serves as Hawaii's voice of agriculture to
protect, advocate and advance the social, economic and educational interest of our
diverse agricultural community.

HFBF supports HB 2100, HD1, which appropriates $50,000 to the University of Hawaii for
statewide bee hive research.

Honey bee problems are problems for all of us since many local crops are pollinated by
bees. If we are unable o conirol pests and diseases that harm our honey bees, Hawaii’s
Agriculture Industry may suffer lower production and quality in tomatoes, melons, and
cucumbers as well as coffee, avocado, macadamia nuts, and citrus.

We support UH'’s efforts to advance their honey bee research activities, and we
encourage all them to collaborate their honey bee research efforis between islands and
with the Hawali Department of Agriculture. '

| can be reached at (808) 848-2074 if you have any questions. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify.
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SUPPORT with Amendments

Testimony: We support the intent of this bill, all in favor of engaging the students in bee
research and bees in general.

But get real....we have a devastating “small hive beetle” and that is destroying our bee
industry. And do not forget the “bee mites”.

We have in just three years gone from having the “cleanest” bees in the world, Hawaii
Queens bees or hives could be shipped anywhere in the world.....a million dolar
industry.....to being on the ropes. General “feel good” research.....forget it.

We need this $50,000 to be targeted to addressing the two biggest problems that are
threatening to destroy our bee industry in Hawaii.....there is a crisis.

This is personal, Olomana Gardens has gone from 12 hives to 1 hive. Financial
collapse. The UH team came and gave a lack luster assist with the bee mites and
NOTHING for the small hive beetle! This story has been repeated all over Hawaii.

Give $50,000 to someone who can actually come up with a solution. But if you have
$50,000 available for general application.....think of 4H. Practical hands on practice. |
have more faith in 4H then | do UH academia. And Dept of Ag input.....not necessary.

Glenn Martinez

HFUU President

FYL

Hawaii Farmer Union United is the largest agriculture organization in the State of Hawaii
that represents the small family farmers at the exclusion of GMO and Mega Corporation
mono- crop industrial farms. With small family farmers on every island Hawaii Farmers
Union is the only Grassroots farm organization where the members have direct voice,

Any testimony given to the Legislature is vetted to the membership. Often the testimony
is a blend of opinions voiced directly from membership. We also encourage all individual



members to submit testimony directly, particularly where there voice is different then the
majority, thus all farmer voices are heard, not just the loudest.
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Comments:
I support research to protect our bees which are vital to our survival and agricultural

industries.



