
2157 STAND. COM. REP. NO. 

Honolulu, Hawaii 

FEB 1 4  2012 
RE : S . B .  No. 2871 

S.D. 1 

Honorable Shan S. Tsutsui 
President of the Senate 
Twenty-Sixth State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2012 
State of Hawaii 

Sir: 

Your Committee on Transportation and International Affairs, 
to which was referred S.B. No. 2871 entitled: 

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO COMMERCIAL DRIVER'S LICENSE," 

begs leave to report as follows: 

The purpose and intent of this measure is to prohibit texting 
while operating a commercial motor vehicle and to prohibit 
operating a commercial motor vehicle without a commercial driver's 
license in that person's possession. 

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure 
from the Department of Transportation, Honolulu Police Department, 
and the Hawaii Transportation Association. Comments were received 
from General Motors and Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers. 

Your Committee finds that beginning on August 1, 2011, 
federal regulations regarding commercial driver's licenses: 

(1) Require that a driver have in the driver's possession a 
commercial driver's license while operating a commercial 
vehicle; and 

Prohibit texting while driving. 

Federal regulations also require that 
substantially comply with the requirements 

a state must 
in this measure as soon 

as practical but not later than October 28, 2013. Failure to 
enact the changes could result in a substantial loss of federal- 
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aid h.i.ghway funds for the first year of noncompliance and for each 
year thereafter that a state remains in noncompliance. 

Your Committee has amended this measure by: 

(1) Excluding from the definition of texting the use of 
hands-free or voice operated technology, including the 
pressing of a button to initiate or terminate the 
operation of the technology; 

( 2 )  Excluding from the definition of electronic device a 
device that is physically or electronically integrated 
into the motor vehicle; and 

( 3 )  Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the 
purposes of clarity and consistency. 

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your 
Committee on Transportation and International Affairs that is 
attached to this report, your Committee is in accord with the 
intent and purpose of S . B .  No. 2871, as amended herein, and 
recommends that it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto 
as S . B .  No. 2871, S.D. 1, and be referred to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committee on Transportation and 
International Affairs, 
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The Senate 
Twenty-Sixth Legislature 

State of Hawai‘i 

GABBARD, Mike 
KAHELE, Gilbert 
KOUCHI, Ronald D. 
SLOM, Sam 

Record of Votes 
Committee on Transportation and International Affairs 

TIA 

J 
4 
r /  
4 

Bill / Resolution No.:* I Committee Referral: I Date: 

0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure. 

If so, then the previous decision was to: 

The Recommendation is: 

0 Pass, unamended Pass, with amendments 0 Hold 0 Recommit 
231 2 231 1 231 0 231 3 

Members I Aye I Aye(WR) I Nay I Excused 

ENGLISH, J. Kalani (C) I / I  
ESPERO, Will (VC) I / I  I I 
DELA CRUZ, Donovan M. I I I I /  

I I I I 

T O T A L  Ib I 
Recommendation: 

Adopted 0 Not Adopted 

d 4 W  
Chair’s or Designee’s Signature: 

Distribution: Original Yellow Pink Goldenrod 
File with Committee Report Clerk’s Off ice Drafting Agency Committee File Copy 

*Only one measure per Record of Votes 
Revised: 01/20/11 


