STAND. COM. REP. No.zf' 2_0

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 0 2 2012
RE: S.B. No. 2579
S.D. 2

Honorable Shan S. Tsutsui
President of the Senate
Twenty-Sixth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2012

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Ways and Means, to which was referred S.B.
No. 2579, S.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO MINORS,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to provide programs
and services for sexually exploited children to prevent further
victimization of the child and to ensure that a child protective
response, rather than a criminal justice response, will be
rendered.

Written comments in support of this measure were submitted by
the Pacific Alliance to Stop Slavery; IMUAlliance; Tahirih
Association; and two individuals. Written comments in opposition
to this measure were submitted by the Department of Human
Services. Written comments on this measure were submitted by the
Department of Budget and Finance.

Your Committee finds that, under current state law, children
who are coerced into prostitution can be prosecuted for
prostitution offenses, even though they are the victims of sexual
exploitation. Your Committee believes that this measure
establishes a framework to combat the sex trafficking of children,
while protecting sexually exploited children from being further
victimized through prosecution.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:
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(1) Clarifying the terms "child and adolescent mental health
division”, "child protection workers", and "human
trafficking service providers”;

(2) Amending all instances of the term "sex trafficking of
minors" to read "sex trafficking of children" to
maintain consistency with federal law;

(3) Clarifying the criteria for imposing monetary
assessments to be deposited into the minor victims of
prostitution special fund established by this measure;

(4) Correcting various citations to the Hawaii Revised
Statutes;

(5) Deleting section 8 of the measure, relating to
solicitation of prostitution near schools or public
parks, as it relates to the prosecution of persons
seeking the services of prostitutes; and

(6) Making technical nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of consistency, clarity, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Ways and Means that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B.

No. 2579, S.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Third Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2579,
S.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted on

behalf of the members of the
Committee on Ways and Means,

digardl/hr

DAVID Y. IGE, Chair
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