STAND. COM. REP. NO. (&Y -12

Honolulu, Hawaii
F‘s "’ , 2012

RE: H.B. No. 2798
H.D. 2

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Sixth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2012

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred H.B. No.
2798, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TQO A VETERANS TREATMENT COURT,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to enhance the effectiveness
of the criminal justice system in regards to veterans of war and
their unique needs by creating the Temporary Hawaiil Veterans
Treatment Court.

The Judiciary, Department of Defense, Department of Veterans
Affairs Pacific Island Health Care System, Papa Ola Lokahi,
Military Women of America, The Chamber of Commerce of Hawali, Oahu
Veteran's Council, theStrategist, Military Officers Association of
America, Hawali Chapter, and numerous individuals testified in
support of this measure. Vietnam Veterans Post 10583 of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars testified in support with amendments to
this measure. The Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Military Community and Family Policy, and Department
of the Prosecuting Attorney provided comments on this measure.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

{1} Establishing that the transfer of a veteran's case from
the regular court system to the Temporary Hawaii
Veterans Treatment Court needs to be approved by the
prosecuting attorney, except that where the veteran is
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(3)

(4)

STAND. COM. REP. NO. l[4'l -12
Page 2

on probation with the court to which the veteran is
petitioning for transfer, then approval of the transfer
shall be left to the court;

Revising the definition of "veteran' to include those
who have been federally activated and upon release from
active duty are eligible for services from the United
States Department of Veterans Affairs;

Changing the effective date to Januwary 7, 20592, to
promote further discussion; and

Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, vour
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
2798, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it be
referred to the Committee on Finance in the form attached hereto
as H.B. No. 2798, H.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary,

GILBERT KEITH- AU Chair
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives Hj m. (I ‘"“ ,)—

The Twenty-sixth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary

Bill/Resolution No.:

He, 2748_HDI

Committee Referral:

Pn/ LT, Jup, FIN

Date:

1Ol 12

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure,

The recommendation is to: (1 Pass, unamended (as is)

X] Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold
O Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JUD Members
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The recommendation is: & Adopted Q Not Adopted

If joint referral,

did not support recommendation.
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