STAND. COM. REP. NO. 2,24 -12

Honoluluw, Hawaii
PeNs q - 2012

RE: H.B. No. 2655
H.D. 1

Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Sixth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2012

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Labor & Public Employment, to which was
referred H.B. No. 2655 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO LABOR,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to assist Hawaii's unemployed
and dislocated workers by:

{1) Requiring the Department of Labor and Industrial
Relations to establish and operate a state-funded
training program to expand the workforce investment
activities administered by the Department under the
federal Workforce Investment Act; and

(2) Appropriating funds to the Department for the
establishment of the training program.

ILWU Local 142 testified in support of this measure. The
Department of Labor and Industrial Relations testified in support
of the intent of this measure.

Currently, under the federal Workforce Investment Act, the
Department of Labor and Industrial Relations carries out workforce
development activities to assist and train individuals who have
. been dislocated or have become unemployed due to, among other
things, economic changes. These programs prepare workers for new
and emerging industries and help them get the education and
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develop marketable skills to sustain them until retirement.
Unfortunately, the workforce development activities of the
Department are currently under fiscal constraints due to
restrictions arising out of recent federal budget decisions. This
has caused even greater challenges for agencies serving unemployed
persons and dislocated workers. Your Committee finds that
establishing a state-funded training program free from the
restrictions and uncertainty of federal funding will augment and
expand the reach of the Department's workforce investment
activities and improve the overall economic condition of the
State.

Your Committee has amended this bill by:

{1} Providing the Director of Labor and Industrial Relations
with rulemaking authority to establish and operate a
state-funded tralning program to expand the workforce
investment activities; and

{2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Lakor & Public Employment that is attached to this
report, yvour Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 2655, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2655, H.D.
1, and be referred to the Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Labor & Public
Employment,

Ja b AL

KARI: RHQOADS, Chair
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State of Hawaii H .%222@ -12

House of Representatives
The Twenty-sixth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Labor & Public Employment

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
1 2655 LA®s FIN 2-32-))

(Q The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: L1 Pass, unamended (as is) m, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold
O Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

LAB Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. RHOADS, Karl (C)

| I
—-——
O N A Y S
S L
————
————

9. SAIKI, Seott K. I R Y =
|
10. SOUKI, Joseph M. I N D
| 11. TAKUMI, Roy M. - |
5
L2 FONTAINE, Genrg I S R R

13. JOHANSON, Aaron Ling P

TOTAL (13) [ P {
The recommendation is; —Eﬁiopted O Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

mee acronym(s)

4/< C )
Vice Chair's or designee's signature: - >// / /
Distribution: Original (White) — Comu/ uphcate (Yellow) Ch1 Clerk‘s Office w—_HMSO




