
THE SENATE a 2545
TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE, 2012 IN S.D. 2
STATEOFHAWAII • H.D.1

A BILL FOR AN ACT
RELATING TO EDUCATION.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TIlE STATE OF HAWAII:

1 SECTION 1. The legislature finds that the period from

2 birth to age five is the most crucial period of learning in a

3 child’s life. This is when over eighty-five per cent of a

4 person’s brain development takes place. Early life experiences

5 lay the groundwork for a child’s lifelong learning and behavior.

6 The legislature further finds that high quality early learning

7 programs that are affordable and accessible for all children are

8 critically important for ensuring the success of Hawaii’s keiki.

9 In addition, the significant, long-term benefits realized

10 through investments in high-quality, early learning systems have

11 been established through decades of research. Many studies show

12 the importance of early childhood education. For example, a

13 federal Department of Education study reports that children

14 enrolled in kindergarten increase their knowledge and skills

15 regardless of development prior to enrollment. Kindergarteners

16 are expected to leave kindergarten knowing how to read and

17 write. First graders who did not go to kindergarten are

18 typically developmentally behind their peers in academic and
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1 social development and are more likely to fail a grade level in

2 elementary school.

3 The purpose of this Act is, among other things, to:

4 (1) Establish the executive office on early learning;

5 (2) Establish the early learning advisory board to replace

6 the early learning council;

7 (3) Repeal junior kindergarten programs at the end of the

8 2013-2014 school year;

9 (4) Require students to be at least five years of age on

10 July 31 of the school year in order to attend

11 kindergarten starting with the 2014-2015 school year;

12 (5) Make an appropriation to the executive office on early

13 learning; and

14 (6) Require an implementation plan and projected

15 financials in order to ensure a seamless transition

16 from the junior kindergarten program to the keiki

17 first steps program in the 2014-2015 school year.

18 SECTION 2. Chapter 302L, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

19 amended by adding three new sections to be appropriately

20 designated and to read as follows:

21 ‘$302L-A Executive office on early learning; director;

22 general functions, duties, and powers. (a) There is
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1 established, within the department of education, for

2 administrative purposes only, an executive office on early

3 learning.

4 (b) The head of the executive office on early learning

5 shall be known as the director of the executive office on early

6 learning, hereinafter referred to as director. The director

7 shall:

8 (1) Be nominated and, by and with the advice and consent

9 of the senate, appointed by the governor;

10 (2) Have professional training in the field of social

11 work, education, and other related fields;

12 (3) Have direct experience in programs or services related

13 to early education;

14 (4) Have recent experience in a supervisory, consultative,

15 or administrative position;

16 (5) Be paid a salary set by the governor that shal.l not

17 exceed ninety per cent of the salary of the director

18 of human resources development; and

19 (6) Be included in any benefit program generally

20 applicable to the officers and employees of the State.

21 (c) The director shall be responsible for:
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1 (1) Serving as the principal officer in state government

2 responsible for the performance, development, and

3 control of programs, polices, and activities related

4 to early care and education for children, from

5 prenatal care to entrance into kindergarten;

6 (2) Overseeing, supervising, and directing the performance

7 of the director’s subordinates in various activities,

8 including planning, evaluation, and coordination of

9 early learning programs;

10 (3) Administering funds allocated for the office and

11 applying for, receiving, and disbursing grants and

12 donations from all sources for early learning programs

13 and services;

14 (4) Assessing the policies and practices of other agencies

15 impacting early learning and conducting advocacy

16 efforts for early learning;

17 (5) Advising agencies on new legislation, programs, and

18 policy initiatives relating to early learning;

19 (6) Employing and retaining staff as may be necessary for

20 the purposes of this section, in conformity with

21 chapter 76; and
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1 (7) Contracting for services that may be necessary for the

2 purposes of this section, including through master

3 contracts with other state agencies receiving federal

4 and state funds for programs and services for early

5 learning, and purchase of service agreements with

6 appropriate agencies.

7 (d) In developing the early learning system established

8 pursuant to section 302L-2, the office, among other things,

9 shall:

10 (1) Establish policies and procedures governing its

11 operations;

12 (2) Develop a plan, with goals and objectives, for the

13 early learning system, including the development,

14 execution, and monitoring of a phased implementation

15 plan; -

16 (3) coordinate, improve, and expand upon existing early

17 learning programs and services for children from birth

18 until the time they enter kindergarten;

19 (4) Establish policies and procedures to include existing

20 early learning programs and services;
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1 (5) Establish additional early learning programs and

2 services, including public and private partnerships,

3 where applicable;

4 (6) Establish policies and procedures governing the

5 inclusion of children with special needs;

6 (7) Develop incentives to enhance the quality of programs,

7 services, and educational professionals within the

8 early learning system;

9 (8) coordinate efforts to develop a highly-qualified,

10 stable, and diverse workforce;

H (9) Develop and implement methods of maximizing the

12 engagement of families, caregivers, and teachers in

13 the early learning system;

14 (10) Develop an effective, comprehensive, and integrated

15 system to provide training and technical support to

16 programs and services within the early learning

17 system;

18 (11) Develop standards of accountability to ensure that

19 high-quality early learning experiences are provided

20 by programs and services of the early learning system;

21 (12) collect, interpret, and release data relating to early

22 learning in the State;
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1 (13) Recommend the appropriate proportion of state funds

2 that should be distributed to programs and services

3 across the early learning system, to ensure the most

4 effective and efficient allocation of fiscal resources

5 within the early learning system;

6 (14) Promote awareness of early learning opportunities to

7 families and the general public; and

8 (15) consult with community groups, including statewide

9 organizations that are involved in early learning

10 professional development, policy and advocacy, and

11 early childhood programs.

12 (e) The governor or the department of human services shall

13 transfer the Hawaii head start state collaboration office from

14 the department of human services to the executive office on

15 early learning.

16 §3021.-B Early learning advisory board. (a) There is

17 established an early learning advisory board, whose members

18 shall be appointed by the governor pursuant to section 26-34.

19 The advisory board shall be responsible for:

20 (1) Advising the office on how best to meet the

21 educational needs of children, from birth to entry

22 into kindergarten;
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1 (2) Providing recommendations to the office on improving

2 the quality, availability, and coordination of early

3 care and education programs; and

4 (3) Promoting collaboration across agencies and

5 stakeholders serving young children.

6 (b) The advisory board shall consist of the following

7 voting members:

8 (1) A representative of center-based program providers or

9 the representative’s designee;

10 (2) A representative of family child care program

11 providers;

12 (3) A representative of family-child interaction learning

13 program providers;

14 (4) A representative of philanthropic organizations that

15 support early learning or the representative’s

16 designee;

17 (5) A representative from a head start provider agency;

18 (6) A representative from the Hawaii Early Intervention

19 coordinating Council;

20 (7) A parent representative;

21 (8) A representative from the Hawaii chapter of the

22 American Academy of Pediatrics;
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1 (9) A representative of home-visiting program providers;

2 (10) A representative of Hawaiian medium early learning

3 providers; and

4 (11) Two representatives of the Hawaii Council of Mayors or

5 each representative’s respective designee.

6 The superintendent of education, director of human

7 services, director of health, and president of the University of

8 Hawaii shall serve as ex officio, voting members of the advisory

9 board.

10 The advisory board shall invite the director of the Hawaii

11 head start state collaboration office, the chief executive

12 officer of Kamehameha Schools, and the executive director of the

13 Hawaii Association of Independent Schools, or their designees,

14 to serve as voting members of the advisory board.

15 (c) Except for the superintendent of education, directors

16 of state departments, president of the University of Hawaii,

17 director of the Hawaii head start state collaboration office,

18 chief executive officer of Kamehameha Schools, and the executive

19 director of the Hawaii Association of Independent Schools, or

20 their designees, the members of the advisory board shall serve

21 staggered terms as follows:
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1 (1) The representative of center-based program providers

2 shall serve a two-year term;

3 (2) The representative of family child care program

4 providers shall serve a three-year term;

5 (3) The representative of family-child interaction

6 learning program providers shall serve a three-year

7 term;

8 (4) The representative of philanthropic organizations that

9 support early learning shall serve a two-year term;

10 (5) The representative from the Hawaii Early Intervention

11 coordinating Council shall serve a three-year term;

12 (6) The parent representative shall serve a two-year term;

13 (7) The representative from the Hawaii chapter of the

14 American Academy of Pediatrics shall serve a two-year

15 term;

16 (8) The representative of home-visiting program providers

17 shall serve a three-year term; and

18 (9) Of the two representatives of the Hawaii Council of

19 Mayors, one shall serve a two-year term, and the other

20 shall serve a three-year term as determined by the

21 Hawaii Council of Mayors.
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1 (d) The advisory board shall select a chairperson by a

2 majority vote of its members; provided that the chairperson

3 shall be a representative from the private sector. A majority

4 of the members serving on the advisory board shall constitute a

5 quorum to conduct business. The concurrence of the majority of

6 the members serving on the advisory board shall be necessary to

7 make any action of the advisory board valid.

8 (e) The advisory board may form workgroups and

9 subcommittees, including with individuals who are not advisory

10 board members, to:

11 (1) obtain resource information from early learning

12 professionals and other individuals as deemed

13 necessary by the advisory board;

14 (2) Make recommendations to the advisory board; and

15 (3) Perform other functions as deemed necessary by the

16 advisory board to fulfill its duties and

17 responsibilities.

18 Two or more advisory board members, but less than a quorum,

19 may discuss matters relating to official advisory board business

20 in the course of their participation in a workgroup or

21 subcommittee, and such discussion shall be a permitted

22 interaction as provided for. in section 92-2.5.
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1 (f) The advisory board may testify before the legislature

2 on any matter related to its duties and responsibilities.

3 (g) Members of the advisory board shall serve without

4 compensation but shall be reimbursed for expenses, including

5 travel expenses, necessary for the performance of their duties.

6 §302L-C Early childhood education facilities; pre-plus.

7 (a) There is established the pre-plus program within the office

8 to expand access to affordable and high-quality early childhood

9 education for children from low-income families who are not

10 otherwise eligible for kindergarten, by allowing preschool

11 programs to be established on public school campuses through

12 public-private partnerships.

13 (b) The office, the department of education, and the

14 department of human services shall work collaboratively to

15 develop suitable pre-plus classrooms on department of education

16 campuses statewide, including conversion charter school

17 campuses. The executive office on early learning, with the

18 department of education and department of human services, shall

19 coordinate site selection for additional pre-plus programs at

20 public school sites, with priority given to public school sites

21 that serve at-risk children as defined in section 302L-1,
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1 including sites located in areas with limited access to early

2 learning programs and services.”

3 SECTION 3. Section 302A-41l, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

4 amended to read as follows:

5 “~3O2A-411 [Junior hindcrgartcn and kindcrgartcn]

6 Kindergarten program; establishment; attendance. (a) The

7 department shall establish and maintain [junior kindcrgartcns

S ae4) kindergartens with a program of instruction as a part of

9 the public school system; provided that:

10 (1) Attendance shall not be mandatory; and

1]. (2) Charter schools shall be excluded from mandatory

12 participation in the program.

13 (b) [Thc dcpartmcnt shall cstablish a two ticr junior

14 kindcrgartcn and kindcrgartcn program to support thc rangc of

15 dcvclopmcntal abilitics of childrcn in junior ]cindcrgartcn and

16 ]cindcrgartcn. Schools shall not movc studcnts bctwccn junior

17 kindcrgartcn and kindcrgartcn, cxccpt in cascs whcrc thc

18 movcrncnt is warrantcd and bascd on appropriatc asscssmcnts

19 dctcrmincd by:

20 -(4)- A qualificd tcachcr with carly childhood cducation

21 bac]cground or c2cpcricncc; and
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1 -(-2+ The formative and suinmative assessment of a student’s

2 academic, physical, social, and emotional abilities,

3 provided that, beginning with the 2010 2011 school year, the

4 department shall usc successful assessment tools and protocols

5 for determining a student’s initial placement and for dccision

6 making about a studcnt p movement between ticrs and into grade

7 onc. Junior kindergarten studcnts may graduate directly to

S gradc onc whcn promotion is based on appropriate assessments and

9 other progress data collected ovcr time.

10 (c) Beginning with the 2004 2005 school year, a child who

11 will be at least five years of age on or before December 31 of

12 the school ycar may attcnd a public school kindergartcn.

13 tiim.... n~ with the 2006 2007 school year, a child who will bn ni

14 least five years of age on or before August 1 of the school ycar

15 may attcnd a public school kindergarten. Beginning with the

16 2006 2007 school year, a child who will be at least five ycars

17 of age after August 1 and bcfore January 1 of the school year

18 may attend a public school junior kindergarten.] Beginning with

19 the [2013 2014] 2014-2015 school year, a child who will be at

20 least five years of age on [the first day of instruction]

21 July 31 of the school year may attend a public school

22 kindergarten.
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1 [-f4-)-] (C) The department may accept gifts to establish and

2 maintain [junior kindcrgartcns and] kindergartens.”

3 SECTION 4. Section 302A-1151.5, Hawaii Revised Statutes,

4 is amended to read as follows:

5 “[-E]S302A-1151.5[+i Use of vacant public school facilities

6 for pre-plus programs and by charter schools. (a) When the

7 department considers whether to close any particular public

8 school, it shall simultaneously give reasonable consideration to

9 making all or portions of the facilities of the public school

10 available for [t1~e]:

11 (1) The exclusive occupancy and use by a charter school or

12 a pre-plus program established pursuant to section

13 302L,-C; or

14 (2) The joint occupancy and use by the charter school or a

15 pre-plus program and the department;

16 provided that the department may elect to use the facilities for

17 the support of public education programs, with preference given

18 to instructional uses over administrative uses.

19 (b) The department shall submit a notice of possible

20 availability of a public school to the charter school review

21 panel and the executive office on early learning as early as

22 possible; provided that if a vacancy is established, a notice of
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1 vacancy shall be submitted to the charter school .review panel

2 and executive office on early learning no later than thirty days

3 after the establishment of the vacancy.

4 (c) Pursuant to section 3023-3.6 and upon receipt of a

5 notice pursuant to subsection (b), the charter school review

6 panel shall solicit applications from charter schools interested

7 in using and occupying all or portions of the facilities of the

8 public school and submit a prioritized list of charter schools

9 to the department for final determination of which charter

10 school, if any, shall be authorized to use and occupy the public

11 school facilities.

12 (d) upon receipt of a notice pursuant to subsection (b),

13 the executive office on early learning shall solicit

14 applications from pre-plus programs interested in using and

15 occupying all or portions of the facilities of the public school

16 and submit a prioritized list of pre-plus programs to the

17 department for final determination of which pre-plus program, if

18 any, shall be authorized to use and occupy the public school

19 facilities.

20 [-(-44-] (e) Upon the selection of a charter school or pre-plus

21 program to use a vacant school facility or portion of a school

22 facility, the department and the charter school review panel or
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1 executive office on early learning, whichever is appropriate,

2 shall enter into necessary agreements within ninety days of the

3 selection to carry out the purposes of this section.

4 i-fe)-] (f) After receipt [by thc chartcr school rcvicw pancl]

5 of a notice pursuant to subsection (b), if the charter school

6 review panel [docs] or executive office on early learning does

7 not provide a prioritized list of charter sczhools or pre-plus

8 programs because no charter school or pre-plus program has

9 recpiested to use the facilities of the public school, or if the

10 department receives the prioritized [list] lists but determines

11 that no charter school or pre-plus program on [~e] either list

12 is an appropriate candidate to occupy. and use the facilities,

13 the department shall give reasonable consideration to making all

14 or portions of the facilities of the public school, if closed,

15 available for occupancy and use for other educational purposes.

16 [-ff4-] (g) The department shall adopt rules necessary to

17 carry out the purposes of this section.

18 [-fg-)-J (h) For purposes of this section, “public school”

19 means any school that falls within the definition of public

20 schools in section 302A—1O1, except for charter schools.”

21 SECTION 5. Section 302L-1, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

22 amended as follows:
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1 1. By adding two new definitions to read:

2 ~“Advisory board” means the early learning advisory board

3 established pursuant to this chapter.

4 “Office” means the executive office on early learning

5 established pursuant to this chapter.”

6 2. By repealing the definition of “council”:

7 [““Council” means the early leaning council established

S pursuant to this chapter.”]

9 SECTION 6. Section 302L-3, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

10 repealed.

11 [“S302L 3 Early icarning counail. (a) There is

12 established an early loaning council which shall be attached to

13 the department of education for administrative purposes only,

14 notwithstanding any other law to the contrary. To the extent

15 permissible by law, the council shall develop and administer the

16 early leaning system established in section 302L 2 to benefit

17 all children throughout the State, from birth until the time

18 they enter kindergarten. In developing the early learning

19 system, the council shall, nong other things:

20 -44-)- Establish policies and procedures governing its

21 nnr’rn,
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15 n~ ncrviccs within thc carl
.1 lcarninç

16 -(-8-)- Coordinatc cfforts to dcvclop a highly qualificd,

17

18

19

20

21

22

stablc, and divcrsc workforcc, including:

-(-A-)- Ensuring that morc darly childhood oducators and

cducation scholarships;
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Dcvclop a plan, with goals and objcctivcs, for thc

carly lcarning systcm, including thc dcvclopmcnt,

cxccution, and monitoring of a phascd implcmcntation

plan;

Coordinatc, improvc, and czcpand upon cxisting carly

lcarning programs and scrviccs for ohildrcn from birth

until thc timc thcy cntcr kindcrgartcn;

Establish policics and proccdurcs to includc cxisting

carly lcarning programs and scrviccs;

Establish additional carly lcarning programs and

scrviccs;

Establish policics and proccdurcs govcrning thc

inclusion of childrcn with spccial nccds;

Dcvclop inccntivcs to cnhancc thc ~ality of programs

administrators, cxisting or potcntial, havc

opportunitics to rcccivc carly childhood

cducation dcgrccs, including of fcring highcr
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1 -(-B-)- Increasing the availability of early childhood

2 education courscwor]c, including distance learning

3 courses and community based early childhood

4 education training;

5 -(-94- Providing access to continuing professional

6 development for all educators and administrators;

7 -(-P4- Establishing a system for awarding appropriate

8 credentials to educators and administrators, as

9 incentives to improve the ~ality of progr~s and

10 services, relevant to the various early learning

11 approaches, service deliveries, and settings,

12 such as for e2~erience or coursework or degrees

13 completed;

14 -(-B-)- Providing consultation on the social emotional

15 development of children; and

16 -~ Providing substitute teacher allowances;

17 -(-9-)- Develop and implement methods of maximizing the

18 involvement of families, caregivers, and teachers in

19 the early learning system;

20 (10) Develop an effective, comprehensive, and integrated

21 system to provide training and tec~ical support to
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1 progranc an~ ~ pces within the early loaning

2 system;

3 (11) Develop standards of accountability to ensure that

4 high ~ality carly lcarning c~eriences arc provided

5 by programs and services of the early loaning system;

6 (12) Collect, interpret, and release data relating to early

7 loaning in the Otate;

8 (13) Recommend the appropriate proportion of state funds

9 that should bc distributed to programs and services

10 across the early leaning system, to ensure the most

11 effective and efficient allocation of fiscal resources

12 within the early learning system;

13 (14) Develop a plan to ensure that the needs of junior

14 kindergarteners arc addressed, including:

15 -(-M- rtecoitimending an appropriate and offeptive

16 curricul~;

17 -(-B-)- Establishing criteria for junior kindergarten

18 teachers and aides;

19 -fe-)- Incorporating hawaii’s preschool content

20 standards for junior kindergarteners; and

21 -fD-)- Reco~ending an effective transition from the

22 early learning system to kindergarten;
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1 (15) Promote awareness of carly learning opportunities to

2 familics and thc general -~uh1 - nn

3 (16) Consult with co~unity groups, including statewide

4 organizations that arc involved in early learning

5 professional dcvelopment, policy and advocacy, and

6 early childhood programs, to broaden the council’s

7 1~owlcdge of early learning.

8 (b) The council shall consist of the following voting

9 mexnbcrs:

10 -(-1-)- The superintendent of education or the

11 superintendent p s designee;

12 -(-2-)- Thc director of human services or the director’s

13 designee;

14 -(-3-)- The director of health or the director’s designee;

15 -(-44- The president of thc University of hawaii or the

16 president’s designee;

17 -(-5+ A reprcscntativc of center based program providers or

18 the representative’s designee;

19 -(-6-)- A representative of family child care program

20 providers or the representative’s designee;

21 (7) A representative of family child interaction learning

22 program providers or the representative’d designee;
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1 +8-)- A representative of philan€hropic organizations that

2 support early learning or the representative’s

3 desi~ee;

4 -(-9+ representative from a head start provider agency or

5 the representatives desi~ee; and

6 (10) Two rcpresentatives of the Hawaii Council of Mayors or

7 each representative’s respective desi~ee.

8 The council shall invite the director oL the Hawaii head

9 start state collaboration office, the chief executive officer of

10 the K~eh~eha Schools, and the executive director of the Hawaii

11 Association of Independent Schools, or their desi~ees, to serve

12 as voting members of the council.

13 Except for the superintendent of education, directors of

14 state departments, president of the University of Ilawafl,

15 director of the Hawaii head start state collaboration office,

16 chief executive officer of the Iameh~eha Schools, and executive

17 director of the Hawaii Association of Independent Schools, or

18 their designees, and the two representatives of the hawaii

19 Council of Mayors, or their respective designees, the members

20 shall be nominated and, by and with the advice and consent of

21 the senate, appointed by the governor.
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1 Cc) Except for thc supcrintcndent of education, directors

2 of state departmcnts, presidcnt of the University of IIawaU,

3 director of the Hawaii head start state collaboration office,

4 chief executive officer of the Kamehameha Schools, and executive

5 director of the Hawaii Association of Independent Schools, or

6 their designccs, members of the council shall serve staggered

7 terms as follows:

8 -(4-)- The representative of center based program providcrs

9 ‘hnl 1 ‘n ‘~rr~

10 The representative of family child care program

11 providcrs shall serve a threc year term;

12 -(--)- The representative of family child interaction

13 learning program providers shall sen-c a three year

14 term;

15 -(-4+ The representative of philanthropic organizations that

16 support early learning shall serve a two year term;

17 ee4

18 -(-5-)- Of the two representatives of the Hawaii Council of

19 Mayors, one shall serve a two year tern, and the other

20 shall serve a three year term as determined by the

21 Hawaii Council of Mayors.
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(d) The council shall select a chairperson by a majority

2 vote of its members; provided that the chairperson shall be a

3 rcprcscntative from thc private scctor. A majority of the

4 members serving on the council shall constitute a ~or~ to do

5 business. The concurrcncc of thc majority of thc members

6 serving on the council shall bc ncccssary to ma]cc any action of

7 the council valid.

8 Cc) The council may form workgroups and subcommittees,

9 including with individuals who arc not council members, to:

10

11

12

13

14

15

-(4-)- Obtain resource information from early learning

professionals and other individuals as deemed

necessary by thc council;

-(-2+ Make recommendations to the council; and

-(-3-)- Perform other functions as deemed necessary by the

council to fulfill its dutics and responsibilities.

16 Two or more council members, but less than a Tuor~, may discuss

17

18

19

20 section 92 2.5.
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1 (f) Members of the council shall serve without

2 compensation but shall bc reimbursed for e~enses, including

3 travel e~cnses, necessary for thc performance of their duties.

4 (g) The council shall appo~,wv regard to chapters

5 76 and 89, an executive director who shall son-p at the pleasure

6 of the council and whoop duties shall be oct by the council.

7 The salary of the executive director shall bc sot by the

8 council; provided that the salary shall not exceed thc salary of

9 thc deputy director of the dcpartmcnt of h~an son-ices. The

10 executive director may also appoint other perso~el, without

11 regard to chapters 76 and 89, to wor]c directly for the ~~“~ive

12 dircctor.

13 (h) The council may re~ire reports as necessary in the

14 form specified by the council, from state agencies, and progr~

15 and service providers of the early learning system. All

16 publicly run progr~s and sorviccs that participate in the early

17 learning system shall establish a system to account for

18 e~cnditurcs of non federal funds that would ~alify for

19 matching federal child care and development funds, or other

20 federal funds, and provide this data to the council to maximize

21 the availability of federal funds. rrivatcly run progrcuns and
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1 services that participate in the early learning system shall be

2 encouraged to make the some data available.

3 Ci) The council shall submit to the legislature no later

4 than twenty days prior to the convening of each regular session,

5 a report regarding:

6

7

8

9

-(-2-)- The status of the early learning system in the

State.”]

SECTION 7. Section 346-1.7, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

10 repealed.

11 [“[S346 1.7] flarly childhood oducati faciliti——. r—

12

13

plus. (a) There is established the pre plus program within the

department to expand access to affordable and high quality early

14 childhood education for three to four year old children from

15 low income families, by allowing preschool programs to be

16 established on public school campuses through public private

17 partnerships.

18 Cb) The department and the department of education shall

19 work collaboratively to develop suitable pre plus classrooms on

20 department of education campuses statewide, including conversion

21

22

charter school campuses. The department, with the department of

education, shall coordinate site selection for additional pre

S32545 HD1 ENS 2012—3016
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1 plus programs at public school sitcs, with priority givcn to

2 public school sites that serve at risk children as defined in

3 section 302L 1, including sites located in areas with limited

4 access to early learning programs and services. “I

5 SECTION 8. The executive office on early learning

6 established pursuant to section 2 of this Act shall submit a

7 report to the legislature no later than twenty days prior to the

8 convening of the regular session of 2013 on the status of an

9 implementation plan for the development of the early learning

10 system established pursuant to section 302L-2, Hawaii Revised

11 Statutes. The report shall include a timeline of the

12 implementation plan and any projected funding needs, with a

13 focus on targeting four year old children.

14 SECTION 9. There is appropriated out of the general

15 revenues of the State of Hawaii the sum of $500,000 or so much

16 thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year 2012-2013 to

17 establish the executive office on early learning.

18 The sum appropriated shall be expended by the department of

19 education for the purposes of this Act.

20 SECTION 10. The members serving on the early learning

21 council on the effective date of this Act shall serve as the

22 initial members of the early learning advisory board established

SB2545 HD1 HMS 2012—3016
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1 pursuant to section 2 and shall continue to serve as members of

2 the early learning advisory board until their terms expire.

3 SECTION 11. Sections 302A—1506.5, 302L—2, 302L—4, and

4 302L-5, Hawaii Revised Statutes, are amended by substituting the

5 term “executive office on early learning” wherever the term

6 ‘early learning council” appears and by substituting the term

7 “office” whenever the term “council” appears, as the context

S requires.

9 SECTION 12. Section 302L-3.5, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

10 amended by substituting the term “advisory board” wherever the

11 term “council” appears, as the context requires.

12 SECTION 13. In codifying the new sections added by section

13 2 of this Act, the revisor of statutes shall substitute

14 appropriate section numbers for the letters used in designating

15 the new sections in this Act.

16 SECTION 14. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed

17 and stricken. New statutory material is underscored.

18 SECTION 15. This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2012;

19 provided that section 3 of this Act shall take effect on July 1,

20 2014.
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Report Title:
Education; Early Learning; Appropriation

Description:
Establishes the executive office on early learning. Establishes
the early learning advisory board to replace the early learning
council. Repeals junior kindergarten programs at the end of the
2013-2014 school year. Beginning with the 2014-2015 school
year, requires students to be at least five years of age on
July 31 of the school year in order to attend kindergarten.
Effective July 1, 2012. (SB2545 HIJ1)
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