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THE SENATE 

STATE OF HAWAII 
TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATUREl 2012 

JAN 2 0 2012 
S.B. N O . 2 3 2 5  

A BILL FOR AN ACT 
RELATING TO PUBLIC LAND. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII: 

PART I 

PUBLIC LAND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

SECTION 1. Section 171C-6, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended as follows: 

1. By amending its title to read: 

"[f1§171C-6[#1 Public lands optimization and geothermal 

development projects; development plans. 

2. By amending subsection (a) to read: 

"(a) The corporation may develop and implement public 

lands optimization projects where appropriate public lands may 

be developed or managed to create revenue-generating centers or 

where, through detailed analysis, opportunities exist to exploit 

potential local, national, and international  market^[^]; - 

14 provided that the corporation shall work with the department of 

15 land and natural resources to: 

16 - (1) Identify public trust land with the potential for 

17 geothermal resource development; and 
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Page 2 S.B. N0.2325 

(2) Assess the potential for geothermal resource - 

development on public trust land including the 

following: 

(A) Maui. Tax map key parcels numbers I - 

, and : and 

(B) Hawaii. Tax map key parcels numbers I - 

TI 
I I and 

PART I1 

GEOTHERMAL RESOURCE SUBZONES 

SECTION 2. Section 182-5, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended to read as follows: 

11§182-5 Mining leases on reserved lands. If any mineral 

is discovered or known to exist on reserved lands, any 

interested person may notify the board of land and natural 

resources of the person's desire to apply for a mining lease. 

The notice shall be accompanied by a fee of $100 together with a 

description of the land desired to be leased and the minerals 

involved and such information and maps as the board may by 

regulation prescribe. The board may grant a mining lease on 

reserved lands in accordance with section 182-4, or the board 

may, by the vote of two-thirds of its members to which the board 

is entitled, without public auction, grant a mining lease on 
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reserved lands to the occupier thereof. Such a mining lease may 

be granted to a person other than the occupier if the occupier 

has assigned the occupier's rights to apply for a mining lease 

to another person, in which case only such an assignee may be 

granted a mining lease. Any provisions to the contrary 

notwithstanding, if the board decides that it is appropriate to 

grant a geothermal mining lease on the reserved lands, the 

surface owner or the owner's assignee shall have the first right 

of refusal for a mining lease[; h m ~ e r ,  t h e  grz~tlng of 3 

-cthermz.l =l=-=G l ease  does =ot crezte Pr==-= t k t  3 
. I  

. .  
g=tk.,=,,zl x=-=zg leZse u=tll t k  zrez 1s dcslwztcd 3 

gectherLL,zl r c .= ;ou~ce  s-~bzon-e] .  If the occupier or the occupier's 

assignee of the right to obtain a mining lease should fail to 

apply for a mining lease within six months from the date of 

notice from the board of a finding by the board that it is in 

the public interest that the minerals on the reserved lands be 

mined, a mining lease shall be granted under section 182-4; 

provided that bidders at the public auction shall bid on an 

amount to be paid to the State for a mining lease granting to 

the lessee the right to exploit minerals reserved to the State." 
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SECTION 5. Section 2 0 5 - 5 . 3 ,  Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 
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wells .;;k.,lCl= s k 1 1  Est be  c::mpt frm-wzts sz th2 

L U I  I I L L  I U Y V J  L r r u p L L L  J A J .  " 1  -4-71 7 n t  1 7 T . V  n h 7 r r C n - v  2 A 2  

PART I11 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

SECTION 6. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed 

and stricken. New statutory material is underscored. 

SECTION 7. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 

INTRODUCED BY: 
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S.B. NO.232cS 

Report Title: 
Public Land Development Corporation; Geothermal Resource Subzone 

Description: 
Requires the PLDC to work with DLNR to develop and implement 
geothermal development projects on public trust land, including 
certain unspecified tax map key parcels on Maui and Hawaii 
islands. Repeals the authority to designate and procedure for 
designating geothermal resource subzones and authority to drill 
exploratory wells for geothermal resources. 

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is 
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent. 
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